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Report from the Chair of the VWSG Inc. for 2024/25

Last year, the emphasis for much of the year was on High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI).
It didnoét arrive, but wunfortunately it stild]l

However, many of us now perceive that the threat is not from our returning waders, as sick birds
are unlikely to survive the rigours of the journey, but from pelagic birds coming up from the
Southern Ocean. Nevertheless, come the return, we will be required to, once again, fsuit upo
before handling birds.

Our contract catching program is winding down, but was a very useful addition to our coffers,
covering our annual running costs for several years and paying for the new trailer.

On matters equipment we have some ups and downs. First the major fdownoof the fire at
Maureen's shed, where she lost her shed, utility and all the catching and banding equipment held
in South Australia.

This has triggered a major effort to design and construct new equipment. A new type of ffiring boxo
is being designed with modern up to date electronics (thanks to John and Mohan). The old ones
are starting to fail and although we have had the circuit design since they were built, no record of
the actual program that runs the chips was ever supplied, so we cannot build new ones of that
design without learning the program language used and writing a new one. That effort is best
placed in the current language and electronics, which are much more user friendly to learn and
build and many programs and modules can be purchased foff the shelfa This will also give us the
capability to explore such additions as wireless connections between firing box and cannons and
even remote cameras to observe safety and the catch area.

| am also currently working on the design of a new cannon as we are gradually wearing down our
old ones. The new one will be compatible with our existing projectiles and will be made, again, with
foff the shelfd componentstandi ownl 6f behenobas
need rubber sheets for a seal, but we will need new cartridges. | am working with a friend of mine
who is a professional welder and qualified armourer, so he is experienced in things that go bang! A
search is ongoing to source new nets, as again things are getting threadbare.

On the fieldwork side, we had a successful trip to Kangaroo Island to cannon-net oystercatchers.
Oh what a joy to go after blissfully ignorant birds that have never seen a cannon-net. Only one
short twinkle in three catches. The other two, the birds flew in and went to sleep directly in front of
the net! A total of 54 Pied and 29 Sooty Oystercatchers.

King Island is down to one trip per year to collect data loggers whilst we review what additional
data we need and what type of data logger to use (if any) going forward.

Corner Inlet was a success after 5 years since a good catch with 55 Bar-tailed Godwit.
Perseverance paid off in spending the time to survey the beach, work out the tides and study the
birds over several days. Sterling work by Melbourne Water saw the return of good numbers of
waders using Werribee. Terns have returned to accessible parts of the Nobbies allowing PINP and
the VWSG to continue banding. Fifty Red Knot at Stockyard Point was an unexpected bonus that
had the Banding Team scouring through the supplies of bands and flags.

The Tax Office has approved our application to registered and we can now accept Deductible Gifts.
Thanks to lla and the team for a great effort on this one. This is just another example of all the
Aibehind the scenesod wor k t hndike oksdickipgsswestly ever]l u n t

P

Steven E Atkinson
Chair, Victorian Wader Study Group Inc.




Table 1: Waders caught by species, 2024

%
Species New | Retrap | Sum Retrap
Curlew Sandpiper 205 42 247 17
Doublebanded Plover 122 7 129 5
Hooded Plover 9 0 9 0
Little Stint 3 0 3 0
Pied Oystercatcher 42 5 47 11
Redcapped Plover 5 0 5 0
Redkneed Dotterel 1 0 1 0
Rednecked Stint 1055 200 1255 16
Ruddy Turnstone 57 49 106 46
Sanderling 146 48 194 25
Sharptailed Sandpiper 110 0 110 0
Sooty Oystercatcher 3 3 6 50
Sum 1758 354 2112
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Table 2: Waders caught by species, 1975 - 2024

Species New Retrap |Sum % Retrap
Banded Stilt 2062 35 2097 2
Bar-tailed Godwit 6001 818 6819 12
Black-fronted Dotterel 21 0 21 0
Black-tailed Godwit 4 0 4 0
Black-winged Stilt 86 0 86 0
Broad-billed Sandpipef 7 0 7 0
Cox's Sandpiper 1 0 1 0
Curlew Sandpiper 29144 5587 34735 16
Double-banded Plovel 4274 1034 5310 19
Far Eastern Curlew 873 90 963 9
Great Knot 705 84 789 11
Greater Sandplover 31 3 34 9
Greenshank 543 63 606 10
Grey-tailed Tattler 38 2 40 5
Grey Plover 201 32 233 14
Hooded Plover 158 12 170 7
Latham's Snipe 578 40 618 6
Lesser Sandplover 118 11 129 9
Little Stint 13 0 13 0
Long-toed Stint 1 0 1 0
Marsh Sandpiper 2 0 2 0
Masked Lapwing 199 4 203 2
Oriental Plover 1 0 1 0
Pacific Golden Plover 271 26 297 9
Painted Snipe 1 0 1 0
Pectoral Sandpiper 3 0 3 0
Pied Oystercatcher 3797 1872 5669 33
Red-capped Plover 837 188 1025 18
Red-kneed Dotterel 142 11 153 7
Red-necked Avocet 926 133 1059 13
Red-necked Phalarope 1 0 1 0
Red-necked Stint 134999 36364 171361 21
Red Knot 5380 736 6114 12
Ruddy Turnstone 7444 4166 11617 36
Sanderling 6653 2231 8884 25
Sharp-tailed Sandpipefr 11742 488 12230 4
Sooty Oystercatcher 1240 481 1721 28
Terek Sandpiper 38 1 39 3
Whimbrel 49 6 55 11
Sum 218592 54527 273114

Note: This table includes Latham's Snipe data colle
as part of a collaborative project commenced with
Federation University Ballarat.



Table 3: Waders caught each calendar year 1975 - 2024

Year New Retrap Sum % Retrap
1975 9 0 9 0
1976 587 4 591 1
1977 517 12 529 2
1978] 1294 42 1336 3
1979 7425 477 7902 6
1980 6102 1200 7302 16
1981] 4540 866 5406 16
1982 3814 792 4606 17
1983] 2880 628 3508] 18
1984 4271 1042 5313] 20
1985 4056 1044 5100 20
1986 7133 2045 9178 22
1987 5341 1552 6893] 23
1988] 8021 2666 10687 25
1989 5433 1583 7016 23
1990 4093 2027| 6120 33
1991 3204 843 4047 21
1992 4648 855 5503] 16
1993 8835 2563 11398 22
1994 4839 1744 6583] 26
1995 2709 616 3325 19
1996 5257 1028 6285 16
1997 4350 1011 5361 19
1998] 8067 1406 9473 15
1999 6532 1579 8111 19
2000 10333 2571 12904 20
2001 4676 1298 5974 22
2002 10171 2116 12287 17
2003] 8510 2369 10879 22
2004 5109 1217 6326 19
2005 6320 1887 8207 23
2006 6624 1464 8088] 18
2007 4768 932 5700 16
2008] 4489 1356 5845 23
2009 4004 867 4871 18
2010 3018 751 3769 20
2011 4319 829 5148] 16
2012 3616 868 4484 19
2013] 4403 1110 5513] 20
2014 3654 995 4649 21
2015 5931 1167 7098] 16
2016 3071 866 3937 22
2017 2669 1058 3727 28
2018 1630 637 2267 28
2019 1529 664 2193 30
2020 706 335 1041 32
2021 874 394 1268 31
2022 1519 511 2030 25
2023 934 281 1215 23
2024 1758| 354 2112 17

Sum 218592 545220 273114

Note: This table includes Latham's Sn
data collected as part of a collaborativ:
project commenced with Federation
University Ballarat.



Table 4: Waders caught in first (jan-Jun) and

second (Jul- Dec) part of each year

Table 5: Birds caught across various Australian states

State 2024 pre2024 |Sum

SA 1520 21871 22029
TAS 93] 4556 4649
VIC 1861 244059 24592(
Unknown 6 510 516
Sum 2112 271003 273114

Year 1st Half |2nd Half [Sum
1975 9 0 9
1976 193 398 591
1977, 373 156 529
1978 204 1132 1336
1979 4269 3633 7902
1980 4108 3194 7302
1981 2105 3301 5406
1982 2423 2183 4606
1983 2888 620 3508
1984 2652 2661 5313
1985 3948 1152 5100
1986 4995 4183 9178
1987 3128 3765 6893
1988 5213 5474 10687
1989 3850 3166 7016
1990, 1656 4464 6120
1991 2351 1696 4047
1992 3352 2151 5503
1993 5279 6119 11398
1994 2878 3705 6583
1995 1517 1808, 3325
1996 1799 4486 6285
1997 1910, 3451 5361
1998 5544 3929 9473
1999 4130 3981 8111
2000 5992 6912 12904
2001 3895 2079 5974
2002 7931 4356 12287
2003 3038 7841 10879
2004 1290, 5036 6326
2005 5005 3202 8207
2006 5134 2954 8088
2007 3691 2009 5700
2008 4019 1826 5845
2009 2740 2131 4871
2010 2141 1628, 3769
2011 1979 3169 5148
2012 3211 1273 4484
2013 3264 2249 5513
2014 2732 1917, 4649
2015 4645 2453 7098
2016 1994 1943 3937
2017 2894 833 3727
2018 1472 795 2267
2019 1924 269 2193
2020 602 439 1041
2021 620 648 1268
2022 1391 639 2030
2023 830 385 1215
2024 1170 942 2112

Sum 144374 1287364 273114

b23SY ¢KA&a GlotS

data collected as part of a collaborative
project with Federation University

For a more detailed break down of catching
sites within each state, see Table 6.



Table 6: Waders caught across various locations (all data)

State Location 2024 Pre 2024 |Sum

ACT Jerrabomberra Wetlands 0 71 71
SA Bald Hill 0 15 15
SA Baudin Rocks, opposite Boatswain Point 0 17 17
SA Beachport 3 742 745
SA Blackfellows Caves, 6 km SE of Carpenter RocKs 16 710 726
SA Boatswain Point 0 32 32
SA Brown Bay, 15 km E of Port Macdonnell 2 4334 4336
SA Canunda National Park 4 1935| 1939
SA Carpenter Rocks 20 2726 2746
SA Danger Pt, Brown Bay, near Port Macdonnell 39 4321 4360
SA Fox Lake, Robe 0 4 4
SA French Point, Port Macdonnell 0 30 80
SA Kangaroo Island 16| 2 16
SA Lake Eyre Sth 0 12 12
SA Lake George, near Beachport 0 16 16
SA Lake Harry 0 10 10
SA Lake Mcintyre, Millicent 0 3 3
SA Lake Torrens 0 1364 1364
SA Little Dip Conservation Bay 1 6 7
SA Morella Basin 0 40 40
SA Nene Valley 55| 1850 1905
SA Nora Creina, 22km NW of Beachport 0 527 527
SA Port Macdonnell 0 772 772
SA Robe 0 19 19
SA Southern Lagoon, near Woods Well 0 334 334]
SA Stony Point, Port Macdonnell 0 960 960
SA Ten Mile Creek, NW Beachport 0 1 1
SA Thompsons Beach 0 210 210
SA Venus Bay, Eyre Peninsula 0 16 16
SA Wright Bay 0 35 35
SA Yanerbie Beach, Streaky Bay 0 784 784
Tas Bird Point, Robbins Island 0 39 39
Tas Currie, King Island 17 827 844]
Tas Dripping Wells, King Island 4 279 283
Tas Manuka, King Island 15 1816 1831
Tas Porky Bay, King Island 14 290 304
Tas Shipwreck Point, Perkins Island 0 15 15
Tas Springs, NW King Island 0 27 27
Tas Stokes Point, King Island 0 290 290
Tas Surprise Bay, King Island 0 343 343
Tas Trough Bay, SW King Island 0 31 31
Tas Unlucky Bay, King Island 0 62 62
Tas Whistler Point, King Island 43 537 580
Vic Albifrons Island, Ocean Grange Lakes NP 0 17 17
Vic Altona Foreshore 0 18 18
Vic Bairnsdale 0 2 2
Vic Barralliar Island, Westernport 0 8244 8244
Vic Barry Beach, Corner Inlet 159 13655 13814
Vic Barwon Heads 0 569 569

Continued nex




Table 6 (continued)

State Location 2024 Pre 2024 [Sum

Vic Belmont Common, Geelong 0 229 229
Vic Bendigo Sewerage Farm 0 108 108|
Vic Black Rocks, near Barwon Heads 0 278 278
Vic Braeside Metropolitan Park 0 78 78
Vic Bullock Island, Corner Inlet 0 11 11
Vic Bullock Swamp, NW French Island 0 166 166
Vic Camel Rocks, west of Corner Inlet 0

Vic Cheetham Wetlands, Laverton 0

Vic Conroy Lane, Muckleford 0 3

Vic Fairhaven, French Island 0 341 341
Vic VIC - Glenelg West 0 46 46
Vic GMH Drain, near The Gurdies, Westernport 0 210 210
Vic Killarney Beach, Port Fairy 175 622 797
Vic Lake Reeve, Seaspray 0 18 18
Vic Lake Victoria 0 167 167
Vic Loch Sport, Lakes NP 0 3 3
Vic Long Island, Hastings 0 461 461
Vic Downs, Yanakie 0 370 370
Vic Maher's Landing, Inverloch 0 22119 22119
Vic Mud Island, Port Phillip Bay 0 758 758
Vic NW corner Swan Bay, Queenscliff 0 3105 3105
Vic Near ICl Research Station, Sth Croydon 0 1 1
Vic Warneet, Westernport 0 111 111
Vic Mann's Beach, Corner Inlet 0 17969 17969
Vic Point Cook, Altona 0 933 933
Vic Point Henry, Geelong 0 24, 24
Vic Port Albert, Corner Inlet 0 30 30
Vic Powling Street Wetlands, Port Fairy 0 136 136
Vic Rhyll, Phillip Island 133 1719 1852
Vic Roussac's Farm, near Foster, Corner Inlet 0 1351 1351
Vic Sandy Point, East French Island 0 45 45
Vic Sandy Point, Shallow Inlet 0 2811 2811
Vic Seaford Swamp 0 188 188
Vic Sth Swan Bay, Queenscliff 0 27 27
Vic Stockyard Point, Lang Lang, Westernport 11 11336 11347
Vic Swan Island, Queenscliff 0 28239 28239
Vic The Gurdies, Westernport 0 3031 3031
Vic Toora 0 71 71
Vic Tooradin 0 95, 95
Vic Tortoise Head, French Island 0 35 35
Vic Towong, Gibson's Soak 0 3 3
Vic Warrambool, Second Bay, Shelly Beach 0 2 2
Vic West end of Phillip Island 0 4 4
Vic West Head, Flinders 0 2137 2137
Vic Western Treatment Plant, Werribee 297 75285 75582
Vic Yallock Creek, near Kooweerup 1086 46661 AT7747
Vic Yambuk Estuary Beach 0 120 120
Vic VIC - Yambuk Estuary Beach 0 94, 94
Unknown 2 439 441]
Sum 4136 271002 273112

10



Table 7: Waders processed in each month: All data

Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Sum

Banded Stilt 294 173 12 352 84 56 430 545 0 0 0 151 2097
Bar-tailed Godwit 1098 1602 830 98 24 1068| 315 286 78 551 286 583 6819
Black-fronted Dotterel 0 0 7 0 11 1 1 (0] 0 (0] (0] 1 21
Black-tailed Godwit 1 0 0 0 (0] 1 (6] (0] (0] 1 1 (0] 4
Black-winged Stilt 6 8 0 0 0 0 2 13 0 4 2 51 86
Broad-billed Sandpiper 2 2 o (o} (o} (0] (o} (o] (e] (e} (0] 3 7
Cox's Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Curlew Sandpiper 11173 4726 3341 505 237 137 504] 946 550 1539 2600 8477 34735
Double-banded Plover 0 10 294 495 870 1113 1458 1067 1 0 0 2 5310
Far Eastern Curlew 26 173 18 0 24 18 21 76 175 152 180 100 963
Great Knot 205 149 18 0 0 45 25 6 16 116 78 131 789
Greater Sandplover 21 4 6 0 0 1 1 0 (0] (0] 1 (0] 34
Greenshank 69 135 122 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 178 61 606
Grey-tailed Tattler 30 0 1 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 1 1 40
Grey Plover 38 20 9 6 0 9 0 0 2 102 43 4 233
Hooded Plover 36 12 36 16 2 15 0 2 4 7 21 19 170
Latham's Snipe 99 49 0 13 0 0 0 0 113 162 111 71 618
Lesser Sandplover 68 5 15 7 2 3 2 0 0 1 15 11 129
Little Stint 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 13
Long-toed Stint 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Marsh Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
Masked Lapwing 6 11 94 18 8 13 4 1 4 5 22 17 203
Oriental Plover 0 [e) 0 0 (0] 0 (0] (0] (0] 1 (0] (0] 1
Pacific Golden Plover 31 28 69 2 0 0 [¢] 0 0 31 70 66 297
Painted Snipe 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Pectoral Sandpiper o} 2 (o] (o} (o) (0] (0] (0] (e] O (0] 1 3
Pied Oystercatcher 212 285 474 706 831 1143] 956 549 242 43 68 160 5669
Red-capped Plover 69 97 94 139 211 121 78 40 19 31 55 71 1025
Red-kneed Dotterel 0 10 0 20 1 44 25 2 12 8 23 8 153
Red-necked Avocet 346 0 0 8 14 0 19 82 275 171 51 93 1059
Red-necked Phalarope 0 0 0 0 (0] (6] (0] (¢] (0] (e] (0] 1 1
Red-necked Stint 36897 23570 17354 6139 724 1440 2772 2139 3508 8586 18354 49884 171367
Red Knot 1004 657 316 223 47 688 645 141 96 1345 621 333 6116
Ruddy Turnstone 510 824 3874 2560 49 23 79 179 138 296 1873 1207 11612
Sanderling 376 1128| 3722 1206 0 0 0 5 0 265 1195 987 8884
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2833 1403] 282 3 0 0 5 16 512 623 774 5779 12230
Sooty Oystercatcher 22 106 89 294 262 407 358 165 0 1 12 5 1721
Terek Sandpiper 16 2 1 1 2 0 2 1 0 1 1 12 39
Whimbrel 3 2 41 0 0 1 0 0 1 4 3 0 55
Sum 55495 35194 31120 12815 3403 6351 7702 6261 5746 14089 26642 68296 273114
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Table 8: Waders leg-flagged by VWSG: All data

Species 1979-/1990- 2000-20092010 |2011 |2012 |2013 |2014 |2015 |2016 [2017 |2018 [2019 [2020 |2021 (2022 (2023 [2024 [Sum
1989 |1999

Australian Painted Snipg - - - 1 [0} [0} 0 [0} [0} [0} [0} (0] 0 0 (0] [0} (0] (0] 1
Banded Stilt - 1,400 334 56| 333 15| 1127 (6] 80 (o] (0] (o] o (o] (o] (o] (6] (o] 1945
Bar-tailed Godwit - - 3,071 349| 284 262 10 178 139 195 24 49| 101 (0] 5 11 22 0 6100
Black-fronted Dotterel - - 1 0] 0] 0] (0] 0] 0] (0] 0] 4 (0] (0] 0] 0] 0] (0] 5
Black-tailed Godwit - - 1 (6] (o] (0] o (6] (o] (o] (0] o (o] (0] 0] (0] 0] (0] 1
Black-winged Stilt - - 21 (0] 2 0] 5 0] 2 (0] (0] (0] 6 26 0] (0] 0] (o] 62
Broad-billed Sandpiper - - - 0 0 0 (0] 1 0 0 0 (0] (0] (0] 0 0 0 0 1
Common Greenshank - - 1,874 411 53 284 504 446| 649 389 434 274 370 172 92 328 87| 247 6614
Curlew Sandpiper - - 237 11 38 73 18 129 75 24 60 82 10 12 16 3 19| 129 936
Double-banded Plover - - 36 0 44 18 (0] 4 0 0 0 (0] 3 (0] 6] 0 0] 0 105
Far Eastern Curlew - - 116 (0] 4 5 0} 2 (0] 2 (6] 1 1 0} (0] (0] (0] (0} 131
Great Knot - - 65 (6] (o] (o] (o] 4 2 (o] (] 1 (o] (o] (o] (o] (o] (o] 72
Grey Plover - - 43 0 2 0] (0] 10 5 4 2 (0] 6 (0] 0 0] 0 0 72
Hooded Plover - - 4 2 7 1 6 13 16 21 21 7 2 12 9 10 4 9 144
Latham's Snipe - - - (6] (o] (] o (6] 13 43 97 35 14 8 (6] (6] (6] (o] 210
Little Stint - - 2 (0] 1 0] (0] 0] 0 (0] 0] (0] (0] (0] 1 0 1 3 8
Masked Lapwing - - 29 0 1 2 (0] 2 3 0 0 3 (0] (0] 0 0 1 (0] 41
Oriental Plover - - 1 [0} [0} [0} (0] [0} [0} [0} [0} (0] (0] (0] (0} [0} [0} 0 1
Pacific Golden Plover - - 31 0] 2 1 (0] 0] 3 (0] (0] (0] (0] (0] 0] 0 0] 0 37
Pectoral Sandpiper - - - [0} [0} [0} 0 [0} [0} [0} [0} 0 0 (0] (0] [0} 1 0] 1
Pied Oystercatcher 589 1,456 1,805 79 177 309 222 168 177 75 89 12 16 7 15 46 42 45 5329
Red Knot - - 61 7 7 22 4 21 45 22 1 4 3 (0] 4 [0} 7 5 213
Red-capped Plover - - 1 0 0 0 (0] 0 0 0 0 (0] (0] (0] 0 0 0 1 2
Red-kneed Dotterel - - 56 (0] (0] 201 83 200] 180 (0] (0] 15 1 5 (0] (0] (0] 0} 741
Red-necked Avocet 66 29,954 48,316 | 1797 2767 2224 2525 2425 4031] 2487 2291 406| 748 617| 7201 874 587 1224 104059
Red-necked Stint - - 1,396 21 50 80 4 21 74 48 41 13 2 (0] 9 0 0 0 1759
Ruddy Turnstone - 2 2,535 585| 755/ 326| 574 661 507 300 468 422 566 76 170 263 215 106 8531
Sanderling - - 2,318 366( 489 489 250 211 85 30| 143 6| 111 Ol 123 323 87| 194 5225
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper - - 3,155 12( 120 102 141 108( 575 40 34| 480 132 103 99 0] 135| 101 5337
Sooty Oystercatcher 68 395 817 68 8 66 40 41 49 19 14 4 2 1 2 15 7 6 1622
Terek Sandpiper - - 4 0 0] 0 (0] 0] 0] 0] 0] (0] (0] (0] 1 0] 0] 0 5
Whimbrel - - 29 (0] 0] 2 (0] 0] (0] 0] (0] (0] (0] (0] 0] (0] 0] (0] 31
Sum 723 33207 66359 3765 5144 4482 5513 4645 6710 3699 3719 1818 2094 1039 1266/ 1873 1215 2070 149341
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Table 9 Waders leg-flagged in South Australia: All Data

Species 1993, 1995, |2000- |2010|2011 |2012 [2013(2014 (20152016/2017,2018/2019 202012021 202242023 2024 |Sum
1996 & 19982009
Banded Stilt 0 334 |56 |333 |12 |1025|0 0 O [0 |O O [0 |O 0 |O 0 1760
Bar-tailed Godwit 3 11 0 0 12 |6 0 0 O |0 |O O |0 |O 0 |0 0 32
Broad-billed Sandpip¢d 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O |O 0 1
Common GreenshanikO 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 0O |0 1 O |0 |O 0O |0 0 7
Curlew Sandpiper 0 220 |4 18 |0 7 8 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0O |O 0 262
Double-banded PlovgDd 33 5 30 |12 |O 3 0 O |0 |O O |0 |O 0O |0 0 83
Great Knot 0 0 0 0 4 0 2 0 O |0 |O O |0 |O 0O |0 0 6
Grey Plover 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 |5 |4 2 0 O |0 |O 0 |0 0 21
Hooded Plover 0 4 2 5 1 6 13 (16 (18 (13 |7 2 11 |9 10 |4 |7 128
Masked Lapwing 0 14 0 1 0 0 0 3 O |0 |O O |0 |O 0 |0 0 18
Pacific Golden Ploven0 31 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O |O 0 35
Pied Oystercatcher |2 21 5 5 15 (11 (10 |3 9 6 10 |4 6 5 5 |5 17 139
Red-capped Plover |0 30 2 3 8 0 17 |20 (14 |1 0 1 0 3 0 |2 0 101
Red-necked Stint 270 1767 (238 |444 (99 417 |390 |121 |166 |18 |69 |218 |0 [42 |210 |112 |57 |4638
Red Knot 0 13 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 20 |0 O |0 |O 0O |0 0 35
Ruddy Turnstone 2 1344 (204 |400 |71 215 |323 |254 |104 |127 |83 |175 |76 |102 |131 |81 (32 |3724
Sanderling 0 2006 (348 |489 |487 |250 |211 (85 (30 (143 |6 11210 |0 188 (46 |39 4439
Sharp-tailed Sandpip&d 142 |0 81 |41 |1 23 |5 0O |0 2 O |0 |O 0 |0 0 295
Sooty Oystercatcher (O 5 1 0 2 8 3 0 0 1 3 2 1 1 0 0 0 27
Sum 277 5975 |865 (1811|766 [1946(1019|515 |347 |334 |181 |513 (94 |162 |544 [250 |152 (15751
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VWSG Fieldwork Program

June to December 2025

DATE PLACE AND OBJECTIVES Tidetime
and height
(m)
Barry Beach
Fri 27 June Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers 1449 2.66
(Sunset 1703)
Rhyll
Fri11 Jul
v Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers 1326 288
Sat 13 September | A.G.M. Details to come.
Thur 25 and Fri 26 (CN"’“:: "l;"‘*t F::3 Sigz‘ftl“:gj . 1531 2.29
eed to be on the mudflat at least two hours
September before high tide) 1606 234
Yallock Creek
Red-neckedStint, Curlew Sandpiper and
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper.
Thur 9 October . . 1458 2.74
Only asmall, experienced team is (Sunset 1930)
required forthis first catch of returning
shorebirds.
Thur 30 Octoberto South Australia, Carpenter Ro.cks
Thur 6 November Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling
Thur 30 October and Thur 6 November
are travel days.
Mud Islands
Tues 11 November| Caspian Tern chicks bandingand Crested 1026 0.61 (low)
Tern adults.
Yallock Creek
Red-neckedStint, Curlew Sandpiper and
Sat 29 to Sun30 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. . E.)754 2.73
Set net Saturday 2pm. Stay overnight at (sunrise 0632)
November
Harewood House and catch early Sunday
morning.
Mud Island
Tues 9 December 0928 0.63(!
“ Caspian & Crested Tern chicks banding (low)
Tues 16 to Wed 17
Der.:em.laer WesternTreatmentPlant (WerribeeS.F)
(This will be . . 1145 0.87
Red-necked Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and
dependent Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1229 0.85
on water i PP
levels at
WTP.)
?gz:;ﬁd[;ie;:ber Nobbies, Phillip Island
breedingattempts) Crested Tern chick banding 0910 1.22(low)
ZﬁA' Debprz';i?:; Corner Inlet
attempts. Late Caspian & Crested Tern chicks banding
December or
early January
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ABBBS Recovery Reports4R2C@edwmrbel 203 uly 202
Mem Smith

Recovery reports are records of banded birds observed in the field and submitted to the
Australian Bat and Bird Banding Scheme (ABBBS). These reports provide VWSG with

details like band number, engraved leg flag, sighting location, bird status (alive, injured or

dead) and original banding data. There were 194 recoveries of which 12 (7%) were dead.
ABBBS recoveries may also appear as sightings in the BirdMark portal; see the BirdMark

Sightings Report in this Bulletin.

1Terns
Caspian Tern

There sw&aepi an Ter nl wheigod/rergeiceosv.er ed atNevwmwoal haven
Sout h W&SWe;s avvh ng torvevw &IBiSedalm Mud | sl and, Victor
t hey bveermrdced ass nens RIOilhig wd blaindé d near Mamms Beach
2000 agwrdecwavebrdalalha NSMWeABBBISongevity record for

Terimm 29 years.

Greater Crested Tern

There 1Werest ed Ter.Berwveanowermieegs ecoverfeadofdead i n t
t hese weirbead,sded 20 t o A29 yedardss awea.e baadeédams a n
ol d; four were baside domnP Mundd il gsnl da iddta n \ainn.s Beac h

Three birds were recovered in Ballina, NSW whi ch
band@®de bird was recovered in Caloundra, Queensl
where it was banded on Phillip Island in 2009

WhiCreesTeadenerreltluy ns amerteleedi sgchi year birds may
join or establ iduwl tohbhiered heéeonr esnatdveale moMu ch gl sl a
and Philamg Piillahidp | sl @uthand KbhegbébBhwmaed¢change
with birds in t,hVe ElGowrewvenr , | nhet20d®edirds from Phi
I nlet established a colony at Kahmowna | sland eas

Some terns recorded as breeding at King I sland w
Ot her Terns

There have beiecsost n€Comenooayvefrairy, Li twti In@Bd dMhk s ker e
Tern i nmdrhtite ple€r i od.

20ystercatchers
Sooty Oystercatcher

Tenecovweiesreceived for Sewediyr dsy sweerrec alt acrhdeead i n
Corner I nlet area and the samé@wibiigltsn dies® et hecove
Australia (SA)awe€arpenbeSeAeRoolkswas 634km from

IBr omant , AL, Ei zenberg, Y. H. , Jessop, R. , Lecol
(2020). Colony relocation of Greater Crested Ter
eastern Australia. Austrdlisan Field Ornithology,

httpeafth.informit.org/doi/10.3316/informit. 6992
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SA where it Wwasobdedgtedbi id was bandegdliaism King | s
2000 and recover ed alth eFslei nadreer-koi f# eednc bliornigs c .

Pied Oystercatcher

There 7TWeecovePi ed Oystser cdart chhierrds were recovered
South Australi a, 12 in NSW and 11 in Tas.

Some birdesc ovieelreesdde t o where t hey wvwervee nb &8mMd edh ds uc
there was also movement of birds between states.
from the Cor,wbrchnletnateanusual; one was report
awa®ut of bt hdslO0ecovyersed einn wea e banded in the Coc

These birds -lareed] ssevemgwer e banded between 20
Sout hlegIn®n @0y st ercatcher

The SeordnsH andyRited cat c htewo icsonommoen oofy st efcamndher s
i n New ZGnael aonfdoytshteesrec abtacnhdeerds i n 2016 at Stockyard
recovered three times near Harrington, NSW.

Table 1 Number of recovery reports from each st a

SpeciegVictoflTasmalNew Sout h|ACT Tot al
Sout h|Austr ¢
Wal es
Pied 47 11 12 9 0 79
Oysterca
Sooty 7 1 0 2 0 10
Oysterca
Tot al 54 12 12 11 0 89

Table 2 Pied Oystercatcher Recoveries

Recovery | Recovery Banded Time Distance
Date Location between Travelled
Recovery Km
and Banding
Date Location Age
14/07/2024 Goolwa South 15/01/2024 Near Port Nestling 0 years 262
Beach, SA MacDonnell, 5 months 28
SA days
30/03/2025 FfR IAffJHckMMKH . FETR I Af Hb T &SI NE n
2} 1SUSt Rx 2} 1SUSTt A n RI&a
27/04/2025 ¢22 N S dqueckanKH . I NNE . 4 o) MT &SI NA o)
/ 2 Ny SNJ | M RI&a
27/04/2025 ¢22NF . SIFdmMTkAnTKH . FNNE . § nb Mo &SI N& p
/ 2Ny SNJ mn Rl &a
27/04/2025 ¢ 22 NI SdMyKknpkH . NNEB . § nb Mmn &SI NA p
/ 2Ny SNJ | Y2yiKa o
27/04/2025 ¢22N} . SFQumuknykn w2dzaal O¢ H mMmn &SI NA M
C24ai0SNE Mmp RI &a
LyfSis 4
27/04/2025 ¢22NF . SIFJdqHcknokH|. | NNE K ob mop &SI NE& p
/ 2Ny SNJ I M RI&a
27/04/2025 ¢22NF . SFdmMoknykH|. | NNE K nb H &SI NAR | p
/ 2Ny SNJ mn Rl &a
27/04/2025 ¢22NF . SFdqmumpkAanTKH . NNB K H MmT &SI N& p
/ 2Ny SNJ MH RlI&aod
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10/04/2025 21 tfF3F [ HHcknankH . NNE g M Mmc &SI NA nMmrT
/ 2Ny SNJ I Y2YOGK& ™
17/04/2025 YEY3AENRB2 UMMKMHKH YF Y3l NE 3 Sadt|{m &SI NA HoO
{! c RI&a
08/05/2025 aAlOKStt vuknTtkunalyya o4 0 y &SI N& MO O
/ 2 NY SNJ | c RlI&a
14/05/2025 [F1S&8 9yGNMMKApPpKH wWK&f X 4 H MH &SI NA HMH
o RlIe&a
24/05/2025 /| dzy 2dzNByYy 3 | MoKy KH|. I NNE g o} My &SI NA pPHY
.81 OKZb{?2 / 2 Ny SNJ | MM RI23a
10/01/2025 Stockyard Point, 26/04/2024 Stockyard 4+ 0 years 5
Lang Lang, Vic Point, Lang 8 months 15
Lang, Vic days
10/01/2025 Stockyard Point, 26/04/2024 Stockyard 4+ 0 years 5
Lang Lang, Vic Point, Lang 8 months 15
Lang, Vic days
30/01/2025 Duck Bay, King 30/11/2023 Whistler Point, 2+ 1 year 2 months 0
Island, Tas King Island,
Tas
6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 4/08/2023 Barry Beach, 4+ 1 years 5
Corner Inlet, 1 month
Vic 2 days
31/01/2025 Whalebone Beach, | 25/11/2014 Manuka, North 3+ 10 years 2
King Island, Tas Bay, King 2 months
Island, Tas
21/07/2024 Sisters Beach, Tas | 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 1 10 years 254
Corner Inlet, 2 months
Vic 3 days
6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 4+ 10 years 5
Corner Inlet, 3 months
Vic 19 days
5/12/2024 Rocky Cape, Tas 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 1 10 years 253
Corner Inlet, 6 months
Vic 17 days
19/01/2025 Sisters Beach, Tas | 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 1 10 years 254
Corner Inlet, 8 months
Vic 1 days
26/10/2024 Indented Head, Vic | 21/09/2013 Stockyard 3+ 11 years 76
Point, Lang 1 months
Lang, Vic 5 days
1/07/2024 Western Treatment | 3/07/2012 Stockyard 1 11 years 96
Plant (WTP), Vic Point, Lang 11 months 28
Lang, Vic days
19/01/2025 Stingray Bay, 21/09/2013 Stockyard 2 11 years 267
Warrnambool, Vic Point, Lang 3 months
Lang, Vic 29 days
6/09/2024 Shoalhaven Heads | 20/06/2012 Manns Beach, 1 12 years 550
Beach, NSW Corner Inlet, 2 months
Vic 17 days
22/12/2024 Snowy River, 2/09/2012 Stockyard 2 12 years 273
Marlo, Vic Point, Lang 3 months
Lang, Vic 20 days
8/12/2024 Pt Smythe Coastal | 3/07/2012 Stockyard 4+ 12 years 42
Reserve, Venus Point, Lang 5 months
Bay, Vic Lang, Vic 5 days
31/12/2024 Saltwater Creek, 20/06/2012 Manns Beach, 3 12 years 325
Green Cape, NSW Corner Inlet, 6 months
Vic 11 days
21/01/2025 Box Bank Island, 21/06/2012 Manns Beach, 4+ 12 years 2
Corner Inlet, Vic Corner Inlet, 7 months
Vic 0 days
13/08/2024 Lake Tyres, Vic 17/05/2011 Stockyard 1 13 years 230
Point, Lang 2 months
Lang, Vic 27 days
2/11/2024 Griffiths Island, 17/05/2011 Stockyard 3 13 years 288
Port Fairy, Vic Point, Lang 5 months
Lang, Vic 16 days
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19/01/2025 Toora Beach, Vic 17/07/2011 Barry Beach, 4+ 13 years 5
Corner Inlet, 6 months
Vic 2 days
26/11/2024 Yellow Rock 17/05/2011 Stockyard 4+ 13 years 204
Beach, Tas Point, Lang 6 months
Lang, Vic 9 days
26/08/2024 Friendly Beaches, 14/08/2010 Barry Beach, 2 14 years 402
Freycinet NP, Tas Corner Inlet, 0 months
Vic 12 days
21/09/2024 Friendly Beaches, 14/08/2010 Barry Beach, 2 14 years 404
Freycinet NP, Tas Corner Inlet, 1 months
Vic 7 days
21/01/2025 Box Bank Island, 25/06/2009 Manns Beach, 4+ 15 years 2
Corner Inlet, Vic Corner Inlet, 6 months
Vic 27 days
3/01/2025 Lake Conjola, NSW | 13/08/2006 Barry Beach, 3 18 years 528
Corner Inlet, 4 months
Vic 21 days
11/01/2025 Toora Beach, Vic 26/03/2006 Barry Beach, 3+ 18 years 5
Corner Inlet, 9 months
Vic 16 days
6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 13/08/2022 Barry Beach, 1 2 years 5
Corner Inlet, 0 months
Vic 24 days
13/07/2024 Goolwa South, SA 10/01/2022 Brown Bay, Nestling 2 years 333
Port 6 months
MacDonnell, 3 days
SA
7/12/2024 Peninsular St, 1/08/2004 Roussac's 2 20 years 1341
Hastings Point, Farm, Foster, 4 months
NSW Corner Inlet,
Vic 6 days
18/03/2025 Rhyll, Vic 16/06/2004 Manns Beach, 3+ 20 years 139
Corner Inlet, 9 months
Vic 2 days
2/01/2025 Kianga headland, 2/08/2003 Roussacs 4 21 years 447
NSW Farm, Foster, 5 months
Corner Inlet, 0 days
Vic
1/02/2025 Rhyll, Vic 16/06/2003 Manns Beach, 21 years 136
Corner Inlet, 7 months
Vic 16 days
2/02/2025 Rhyll, Vic 17/06/2003 Manns Beach, 3+ 21 years 136
Corner Inlet, 7 months
Vic 16 days
11/03/2025 Wagonga Inlet, 2/08/2003 Roussaacs 4 21 years 447
Narooma, NSW Farm, Foster, 7 months
Corner Inlet, 9 days
Vic
28/07/2024 Cape Conran, Vic 28/06/199 Stockyard 3+ 25 years 287
Point, Lang 1 months
Lang, Vic 0 days
21/01/2025 Box Bank Island, 11/09/1994 Stockyard 2 30 years 116
Corner Inlet, Vic Point, Lang 4 months
Lang, Vic 10 days
28/12/2024 Flinders Beach, 13/08/1994 Barry Beach, 4+ 30 years 122
Western Port Bay, Corner Inlet, 4 months 15
Vic Vic days
28/07/2024 Cape Conran, Vic 7/05/1993 Manns Beach, 1 31 years 193
Corner Inlet, 2 months
Vic 21 days
4/09/2024 Fairhaven, French 29/06/1991 French Island, 3+ 33 years 4
Island, Vic Vic 2 months
6 days
1/02/2025 Rhyll, Vic 23/02/2019 Rhyll, Vic 4+ 5 years 2
11 months
9 days
19/03/2025 Rhyll, Vic 23/02/2019 Rhyll, Vic 4+ 6 years 5
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0 months

23 days
6/11/2024 Curdies River 1/01/2018 Brown Bay, Nestling 6 years 188
Estuary, Port 10 months
Peterborough, Vic MacDonnell, 5 days
SA
13/07/2024 Metung, Vic 24/07/2017 Roussac's 2 6 years 173
Farm, Foster, 11 months 19
Corner Inlet, days
Vic
21/09/2024 Bald Hill Beach, 26/11/2017 Bald Hill 2+ 6 years 0
Port Wakefield, SA Beach, Port 9 months
Wakefield, SA 26 days
22/12/2024 Bald Hill Beach, 26/11/2017 Bald Hill 2+ 7 years 0
Port Wakefield, SA Beach, Port 0 months
Wakefield, SA 26 days
1/02/2025 Burgess Bay, 9/12/2017 Currie, King 4+ 7 years 0
Currie, Tas Island, Tas 1 month
6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 24/07/2017 Roussac's 4 7 years 14
Farm, Foster, 1 months
Corner Inlet, 13 days
Vic
30/06/2024 Cave Beach, Jervis | 5/07/2016 Barry Beach, 7 years 548
bay, NSW Corner Inlet, 11 months 25
Vic days
2/02/2025 Bald Hill Beach, 26/11/2017 Bald Hill 2+ 7 years 0
Port Wakefield, SA Beach, Port 2 months
Wakefield, SA 6 days
23/03/2025 Bald Hill Beach, 26/11/2017 Bald Hill 2+ 7 years 0
Port Wakefield, SA Beach, Port 3 months
Wakefield, SA 25 days
22/11/2024 Lake Entrance 24/07/2017 Roussac's 4+ 7 years 182
Beach, Vic Farm, Foster, 3 months
Corner Inlet, 29 days
Vic
21/09/2024 Callala Bay, NSW 22/04/2017 Stockyard 1 7 years 594
Point, Lang 4 months
Lang, Vic 30 days
28/11/2024 Bunga Arm, Boole 24/07/2017 Roussac's 3 7 years 164
Poole, Lakes Farm, Foster, 4 months
Entrance, Vic Corner Inlet, 4 days.
Vic
7/01/2025 Marshall Bay, 30/04/2017 Barry Beach, 1 7 years 187
Flinders Is, Tas Corner Inlet, 8 months
Vic 8 days
7/01/2025 Estuary Beach, 20/02/2016 Brown Bay, Nestling 8 years 13
Nelson, Vic Port 10 months 18
McDonnell, SA days
29/11/2024 Bunga Arm, Boole 25/07/2017 Roussac's 4+ 8 years 166
Poole, Lakes Farm, Foster, 4 months
Entrance, Vic Corner Inlet, 4 days.
Vic
24/11/2024 Port Sorell, Tas 3/08/2015 Roussac's 3 9 years 270
Farm, Foster, 3 months
Corner Inlet, 21 days
Vic
1/01/2025 Toora Beach, Vic 3/08/2015 Roussacs 2 9 years 14
Farm, Foster, 4 months
Corner Inlet, 29 days
Vic
9/11/2024 Tathra beach, 29/01/2015 Barry Beach, 2 9 years 386
NSW Corner Inlet, 9 months
Vic 11 days
4/02/2025 Bald Hill Beach, 26/11/2016 Bald Hill 2+ 9 years 0
Port Wakefield, SA Beach, Port 2 months
Wakefield, SA 9 days
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20/04/2025 Bastion Point, 14/08/2010 Barry Beach, 4+ 14 years 320
Mallacoota, Vic Corner Inlet, 8 months
Vic 6 days
23/04/2025 Dream Is, 18/04/2010 Barry Beach, 3+ 15 years 43
Nooramunga Corner Inlet, 0 months
Coastal Park, Vic Vic 5 days
24/04/2025 Dream ls, 21/06/2012 Manns Beach, 4+ 12 years 6
Nooramunga Corner Inlet, 10 months
Coastal Park, Vic Vic 2 days
27/04/2025 Stingray Bay, Vic 21/09/2013 Stockyard 2 11 years 267
Point, Lang 7 months
Lang, Vic 6 days
19/03/2025 Rhyll, Vic 16/06/2003 Manns beach, Unknown | 21 years 139
Corner Inlet, 9 months
Vic 2 days
21/11/2024 Old Bar Beach, 6/08/2016 Stockyard 3+ 8 years 958
NSW Point, Lang 3 months
Lang, Vic 15 days

3Sanderling

There were 2Be Sawndrelinvéesnriege r e orveemear Port Fairy, V
to where t heyonmeetr et hbea nWileesdt,er n Tr eadmeénandel| ant, W
BrownnBay Port Ma.c DY nSwenldle,r |ISA g waSshiad asioh arneac,ov er
Seiro, Kitakambara Di&493lkm,awWay gfateam wWwhermre it w

Killarney Beach, near Port Fairy.
Al'l birds were banded awsi tphahre tSHer dleadti ntighiMeacke arg
whicdmmenced. i Mh20RgRoj eacstcoesr taagimm ihsow oSander |l i ng
coastal habit atbsr edeudriinngg stehaesiorn nionn Australia, wit
spanning from Warrnambool in Victoria to Port Ma
Table 3 Sanderling Recoveries
Recovery Recovery Banded Time between | Distance
Date Location Recovery and | Travelled
Banding Km
Date Location Age
20/07/2024 Shidaihama, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 1 years 8493
Seiro, Beach, Port 7 months
Kitakambara Fairy, Vic 4 days
District, Niigata,
Japan
8/10/2024 Sandy Point, Vic 31/03/2023 Danger Point, 2+ 1 years 469
Brown Bay, 6 months
Port 7 days
MacDonnell
SA
9/10/2024 Sandy Point, Vic 12/04/2022 Brown Bay, 2+ 2 years 468
Port 5 months 26
MacDonnellSA days
30/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 8/11/2023 Killarney 1+ 1 years 28
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 1 months 22
Fairy, Vic days
30/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 10 months 1
Fairy, Vic days
1/01/2025 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2 2 years 0
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 0 months 16
Fairy, Vic days
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6/01/2025 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 10 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port months 8 days
Fairy, Vic
9/12/2025 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 11 months 11
Fairy, Vic days
10/12/2025 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 1 months 24
Fairy, Vic days
31/01/2025 Western 3/12/2021 Yambuk 2+ 3years 1 220
Treatment Plant Estuary months
(WTP), Werribee, Beach, Vic 28 days
Vic
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 1 2years 0 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 8/04/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 240
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 8 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 0 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 9 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 9 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 0 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 9 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 9 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 9 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 0 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 0 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 0 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port months 0 days
Fairy, Vic
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 16/12/2022 Killarney 2+ 2 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 0 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Brown Bay, Port 31/03/2023 Killarney 2+ 1 years 135
MacDonnell, SA Beach, Port 8 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 29/02/2024 Killarney 2+ 0 years 1
Port Fairy, Vic Beach, Port 9 months
Fairy, Vic 0 days
15/01/2025 Killarney Beach, 8/11/2023 Yambuk 1 1 years 23
Port Fairy, Vic Estuary, Vic 2 months
7 days
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4 Ruddy Turnstone

Studies have found that turnstones have strong s

same beach eddhrredmmer,. it i s not 3&buirrpdrsi sriencgo vtehraet
werseeem t hin 25km of their banding | ocation
Howevertyr mannteone banded on King | sl and, Tas in 20

lturup, Kasatka Bay, Japdan whhisc it themse d9gdr4p0aigindt awa y
in the high Arctic tundr a.

5Curl ew Sandpiper
No Curl ew Searmekemgiovemr ew in the | ast 12 months.
6 Doubbhanded Pl over

The Dobuabnldeed Pl over is the only eMwsdt tdlti weastwaekesr
in | ate Mar ch farnodm | Neeaw &Zsfdulsated 6@ i-ingleand mi gr at i
within New Zeal and.

Two Doludbddcked Plover Were biedobamnaaed . dvasre ckoivreg elds | a
at Upukerora River, TédeAmdherSdouth avmd, bMAded an
Stockyard Point, Lang Lang, Vic

7Sha#t#m@mil ed Sandpiper

Alei ght -Shialr @d Snenrdepibpaenrded at .FWTOR,y dMesrree doveeer e d
at WTP and two at Rhyll, Vic. The other sandpipe
away.

8Ba-tailed Godwi't

One Barled Godwitlwassasebawnwdeedat Bar won Heads,
recovered at Whangarei Har bour, Northl and, North

Godwit are renowned for their epic migrations fr
theidbreemdi ng groundsTheny NemwdeZretadkaendt.hi s j ourney
from the Northern Hemisphere's tundra to the Sou
weat her and alhawawernt gofdowirdys spend their juvenile
and someti mé e rbeetfooproev eMeavc Zeal and.

9Bl aawknged Stilt

Two BWwaoged Stilt were banded and recovered at W
2019 and the other in 2020.

10Redapped Pl over
One Redpped Plover was recovered. |t was banded :

1l1Redhecked Stint

Seven-nReked Stint were recovered. Six birds wer e
was where they were banded except for one which
MacDonnell, SA 693km away. One bird was banded a
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BirdMark Bird Bbhght2®3 s, Jan
Mem Smith
BirdMark has now more than 670,000 sightings
observed 76 different species, and the ol des
Close to 2,000 birds banded by the Victorian
and reported to BirdMark in 2024. Pied Oyste
most sighted.
Birds sighted in countri®40oBaarelfeth&GodNussr wkr a
the most sighted birds, predominantly in Sou
Table 1 VWSG banded birds seen i20Z4éuntries
v c o i c

© c @© c ®© — o ©
speciel 5 |2 |3 |s3 |32 C E Z  |sum

= o © [GRN<) o O c @© ©

@) T - ZN nx | o o —
Curl ew
Sandpi 8 3 1 1 13
Red Kn 2 2
Ruddy 17 1 1 1 22 42
Turnst
Sander 21 2 4 27
Re d
necked 2 2
Stint
Bat ai l
Godwi t 1 4 49 54
Sum 51 4 1 54 1 1 22 14

S s
- | _— e M
Ruddy Turnstone (Unknown photographer)
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Tern Breeding and Band#4ingu mRe pdb&,t 220mad y 1, 202
Mem Sm& tlheff Campbell

1.Victoria
T Point Gr ant , Summer |l and Peninsul ar, Phillip |

Greater Crested Terns
The summer of 2022 was the first ti me Greater Cr

Nobbies for many years. A r ecteens nabliolelgmomar i ndi
numbers in 2024.

I n Decemkam, mat at The Nobbies Centre car park f
weat her and to avoid attracting the attention of
the track down the hill to the creche which was

Three corrals were used to caflteh amidc ks nwe rae tlodia
bait fi sh; Bl ue Bait and Sprats which are oily f
which was being bought back in November. The chi

protruding.

i

Greater Creed Tenlony at PolPmot &GrRmz DéE$ 4@
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GreaAter Crested Tern h‘icks a oIPhnd)t@'rIaanz ldsde
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Fairy Tern
There were
November 2
n
6

(7]

bet ween fifty and one hundred Fairy T
24. However,mdaevwb tdam yas diaftfeer earhte yl chcaadt
d by December hed |13 |aduwlntds Nadwunm eF d
nes(t$eeanhdi sl 3r6e ppgrgts.in this Bulletin)

0
had returne
reported 9
Caspian Terns
Meagan Tucker andawdadlsei Rma®ksasvati omhiPloliing on
Il sl.and

M French | sl and

Fairy Terns
Twédairy Terns were sighted ddry HKraggrec T Tledklpamwd rien N
diving for fish and were engaging in aerial disp

T Mud 1| sl and, Port Phillip Bay, Victori a

Greter Crested Terns
There were two field trips to Mud I slandébés tern
Decemb@24 A bigod htam kP arfkosr Miecrtroyriinagf roaam v ol unt eer
Queendgwml iMufd | sl and.

When Nohvembeam reached the wusual nesting hpel ace f
found tshmatl It hsea weé rhdeuanveisl y er oded and | ooked unsui
terns. The Crested Terns were finally sighted cl
around the island fTrhemCtrlees tdrdo@oialrcsp diomtb.e st abl

there were an566t bmatend M vpearibresr 2 0 2 4e <ctoimpatreed t
2, 6@iIirs .ilm DEZEmber the colony had expanded to
pairs.

rst fi el eéitgrhitp ,Catstpd atnedimr oo bnmteed i tnl

During the fi
chicks were banded and flagged then rele

Caspian

The team read 104 Crested Tern |l eg bands; 8 band
database BirdMark to analyse 96 bands, some inte
1Si xtthyr ee birds were banded as chicks on Mud | sl ¢
and one off Manns Beach, Corner I nl et . These res
birds between Mud I sland and Phillip I sland.

fThe average age of the birds was 16. 25 years.

fThe ol dest bird was 28 years ol d; banded on Mud

fThe three youngest birds were six years old; ba
November/ December 2018. This is older than previ
nesting at four and five years ol d. More researc

| Decembbéde, t eamsibanienddr e dremrsd edi gieweyn ec hiaa ki€ d
using the usual method of walking chicks into a
released outside the corral where it was quickly
was al so bandedTwdurciomg att si svetrei get; huep ftihrrsotu gwhaosu t
|l oedt atsttofeé t he cohengyeaodd moo ectxheaeimaa Inli yn g
unbanded chicks.
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m®éds Canns

Tern chicks being

into a corr al

Phot o Renee Douma
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T Fairy Terns
Fairy Temogseeweroen Mud | sl and in Nbvember or Decer

Tabl e 1: Tot al number of Mud | sl and terns

Numbe Nesti nComment s
of ad numbenr
adul t g

Greater Cre| 6,00 3,001¢6
1

80 chicks bangd
04 bands read

Caspian ter 38 6chi bReded

Fairy Terns No evidence of

* Assumption that there were partners for the o
2.King I sl and, Tasmani a

| Novembert Rer 2dh@reast ed Tevrarhacwdkl amy Bur getshse Bay whe
t erhnasve nestedpoevinaegtef There were amnerenssti mat e
nesting. No attempt was made to read bands as th
approach resulted; i omdmpereshbddredggsi fting

There was no colony at theheéemrd 0 fst Mdé lodseu thoR@fa dt h
Ettrick River.

No Crested Tern were capture dAursilng htth e hfainggled i wni
breeding time by the terns meant that chicks wer

3.South Australi a

T Greater Crested Terns

GreaGreasted Terns did not nest on the islet in L
However, our attention was drawn to the colony o
colony where Max Waterman banded al mosl#820, 000 C
Due to weather conditions the island could not b

T Fairy Terns

l danuvuasyspected nesting hcnodtsgtnsy wafs arte cloeradsetd on C

l sl and, near UBéachipiogth et iydeaand swell made acces
danger oubr find d sysidbrleeedi ng was ;met scoef wamed i si t
month | ater and no Fairy Terns were recorded.

T Little Terns

No Little Tern nests were found.
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Fairy Tern bR2&ePdiing i2p024 1 and
Jon Fall aw

During t2hbe s20a2s4don Fairy Terns successfully bred ¢
Fairy Tern were observed prospecting at Observat
nests were present 11/11/24. On 27/ 1€d4@ 423 ad
nests, 2 eggs @ 64 nests, 4 eggs @1 nest). The n

colony was ~140 adults with 72 nests containing

The peak number of adults was recoopdgdbegaBltol/
di sperse, there were 55 adults and 65 fledglings
week | ater. This breeding -20t@ewmpitngrawhitbke 31rpai
49 chicks. 6Phillip IslaonduicedstiBlOlb afsthendgheldd

state since 2016 and being the only site with su

e

Bay since thendpe$sminal Szmoeamaini cati on) .

Courtship behaviour 30/ 12/ 24. Photo Jon Fall aw

Fairy Tern chicks at Observation Point. Photo Ha
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Site management, consisting of signage and rope
of disturbance as soon as the birds began to est
to the ongoing management of the osridienathed ubgyh a
Brandan Zer af a, working with BirdLife Australia
Corporation, that aims to reduce threats and i mp
Observation Point. Funding of -itmeeeptrto jfercotm wahse f r
Nature Par ks, Penguin Foundat i2nda, atnhdi rMeyl bcoaumenrea sV
installed with Al technology to send Ilive alerts
weeds have been removed especi alolly gnadrar aamm dg rraespsl ,:
with indigenous species to enhance nesting habit

The VWSG got involved with a small team on 28/ 01
the fledglings. They were giVvYenteracgembihagsoaeng
short notice by Il a Mé&dr kuaysTlod dsshi ake tWhefs¢é aligee t |
nest and were caught sheltering amongst the spin

Steve Johnson, Viv Morris and Meagan Tucker band
Jon Fall aw

The first of the1lbddrd eddramigek Ri@ha CNMO was ama:
fledglings subsequently seen. On 12/07/ 25, havin

Marl ay Point, Lake Wellington by Mat tahreom hFerras er
banded Fairy Tern. There is a real chance it <cou
2010 and 2011 when chicks were banded on right t
Being small thin flags (made a)t tDhoevy sdrCorpapheadndosf ff
with time. Brian Martin Parks Vic and Sue Tayl or
performed under Clive Mintonds permit (Steve Joh
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Juvenile Fairy Tern 12/07/ 25 at Marl ay Point, L a
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an Wader (& Tern) Study Group

a
l'd trip to Yallock Creekvadeéer $ oppeeead eof 2
net to be fired, | was chatting to Mem S
f counting Crested Terns and banding ch
d , Port Philip Baythep VeWaces v d | tvlea aqua é ¢
i es?

me to investigate and do some reminisci

dies have always been an integral part o
ys, even though the name does not includ
d o e s hwawdeevrestte armedn teiqouna | | vy .

day Z0 Nodwembdrucky enough toeweo ppatt oof t
nd for the purpose of banding Crested Te

the first time in years that | had part
| family outing in the mid 906s for adul
day.

we would stop at Bopes eByAusor mbd.r aael Gan
ky enough to get a A tick o on the firs
ican species that occurs in Victoria in
s Hat occupied by baskingoAsseralian F

6 the chicks were given coloured powder
eding age when observed sitting on nest
t The Nobbi es, Philip Islandtin Deadembe
y banded 28 or 29 years ago?! The Nobbi

- O © O T O

rk commenced at Point WilakaensdanSper m Whal
89 to test the practicality and, efficacy
empts made o -awubahygddbdandmbMarsehofi Cr e
Little and mal twi mgmhile B actk Harng aadghl
admamdl Kloand until it was no | onger viahb

n
S

isit in the lhhaLiommeeak Tef nJaaunded WHONR a
rprising catch.

mmented in the 1997 Bulletin that it was
©Onzt uddarsary a bird banded in Victoria w
in eastern centr al Siberia | t was ¢l ose

Common Tern recovered in Russia and bande

nt onc aptaurrdat éo;i rfd Them Finland was r emart
previous recoveries of Common Terns (and
a but this travelled the greatest distan

mo rreo udtier e.cTthi s i s a reasonable assumption g

nds
ence

c

moyve
acr

for Finnish Common terns is around the
of Finnish ringecadatsitredd ymalhiirregtiiona sou

ment from Finland via the coasts of west
o0ss the southern oceans to Gippsland, Vi
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t his
jour

Prev
subs
had

Janu

't h
trav

The
We s t

Il nt e
Gipp
t his
Octo

Litt
Cl on

has been accepadaelkRadyo rtdhse aGu itnhnee slsongest doc
ney of a wild bird.

ious records of banded birds in Australia ha
equently perished due to their storm bl own |
survived itdés ordeal, itéds wecaghturnead @h uandg
ary. This is especially remarklabbl e as the bi

ad been blomdex0 alsume clhd9 6 in central Finland
elled 200 kms a day!

f i-bisltl eGlulTler n caught and banded by the VWSG
ernport on 12 January 1991.

resting recoveries and colour bandthsi ghtings

sland Lakes and a first recovery from The Ph
i ndicated ttrage dihtdgelidrhsack haodof vnent t he East
ber to March are Japanese birds.

Il e Terns wefrreommd slos lcamudgyhand®l®airy Tern chick:
me | Il sl and Corner I nl et .

Clearing away vegetation at Fairy and Crested Te

t ask

oo :
Fairy Tern juvenile. Photo Sarah Camp
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The VWSG Geol ocato25program 2024

Ken Gosbell, Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, |l a Mar
Li sovski, Sara Ryding, Mar cel Kl aassen

Il ntroducti on

The following is a brief resume of activities du
geolocatoit progbaimygacur 16

These outcomes have on
VWSG (including Shoreb

y been possible through t
r
days under sometimes dif

ds SA) field teams and s
f

|
i
i i cul t cond. ti ons, to de

Depl oyment and retrievals of geolocators by VWSC

The Table below shows the summary of deployments

2009 in which a total of 1,405 geolocators have
to the northern hemisphere to breed. VY¥adsommary,
Ruddy Turnstone (67% of the total deployed and 7
23 on Eastern Currdckwe d 18t7i mtn (Red% of al | depl oye
retrieved) and 177 on Curlew Sandpigptear t( 1af% tama
program, we have concentrated on Ruddy Turnstone
King Island has contributed to a |l ongitudinal st
now have over 330 viable trgckadforarnt RoddyoTuchan
mi gratory behaviour in the face of the changes a
Qur current program of geolocators is coming to
24/ 25 season being on King |Island. Over the past
one in November 2024 and one in Marehr @ORbBevAadt o
during these visits. As this program is being pa
were deployed. Of the 15 loggersamdctalilevheayv e avila
data for at | east one yetawye asresv eorfald aotfa.t hem have

The SA team assisted by a Victorian contingent w
many fervent attempts, only rHeotweiveewre d hoenye dg edo Idoec
anotsdhiexn Ruddy Turnstone.
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DS2f20Fi2NB RSLX 28 SRk

NBiGNRSOSR St OK

0oe

e S| NJ
%

Year Ruddy Turnstone Sanderling Eastern Curlew Red-necked Stint | Curlew Sandpiper TOTAL retrieved

On Off On Off On Off On Off On Off On Off by year
2009 8 4 8 4 50
2010 75 33 75 33 44
2011 46 13 24 1 23 3 93 17 18
2012 32 12 44 16 5 76 33 43
2013 69 23 1 69 24 35
2014 60 22 60 22 37
2015 107 34 61 168 34 20
2016 88 52 14 88 66 75
2017 86 31 4 60 146 35 24
2018 79 41 60 1 60 10 199 52 26
2019 30 23 50 9 41 8 121 40 33
2020 83 9 16 12 9 7 108 28 26
2021 70 7 7 5 77 12 16
2022 59 25 3 3 59 31 53
2023 52 14 52 14 27
2024 6 16 6 16 267
TOTAL 950 359 68 18 23 8 187 40 177 33 1405 461 35

% 37 26 35 21 19
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https://www.researchgate.net/publication/380024782_Predicting_resilience_of_migratory_birds_to_environmental_change
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/380024782_Predicting_resilience_of_migratory_birds_to_environmental_change

VWSG King I slandiRépNov 2824&Mov

Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, I'la Marks and Eric Mil
The Victorian Wader Studies Group (VWSG) has been
since March 2007. The prime interest has been the
no-bhreeding season there. This hiiss ti@menmldtlhdyeaidlhani
el even members, together with King Island | ocal t e

objectives:

1. To conduct a population count of Ruddy Turnst o

2. To evaluate the breeding success of Ruddy Tur n.
measuring the percentages of juveniles in catc

3. To retrieve geolocators from Ruddy Turnstone.

4, To facilitate Deakin Univer ibtiywddss rfeosre arhceh pprecs
avian diseases.

5. To investigate the movements on King I|Island an
structure of Australian Pied Oystercatcher and

On the way to King Island, weather | ooked OK as w¢
1. Popul ation count

As on previous visits, a complete population count
during the high tide period. Al known sites al ong
Turnstone are regularly preeen87%erepdivvsdtualds Wae
on | ast year ds November count.

As with the count in March some individuals may h:
calwmeat her on King I sland allowing birds to stay o

The high tides during November were not particul al
Detailed results of the counts since 2008 are sh

c 0\
No counts were able to be conducted i n November 2
restrictions.
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Figure : Popul ati on change in Ruddy Turnstone
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2. Catching

This visit was the most frustrating we have ever
beaches setting nets and waiting hours for the t
days they simply remained out on rdcKorsltdem ne
be able to feed amongst the rocks. The beaches a
kel p, although there were other seaweed deposits
food for the turnstone. As eéeadiMag cthgt wep ditagd an f W
a net .

Nets were set each day in the hope of making a ¢c¢
Porky Beach, after a long wait, and a bit of | uc
Oystercatcher chased the turnstone into0Othe catc
Ruddy Turnsteaeme@petdwd | Reecd rrn eacnkde d wdt iRetd ( Tabl e 2)
we retrieved six geolocators from the 10 Ruddy T
visit is to retrieve geolocators it was a fantas

FIl agged Ruddy Turnstone, the ones with yellow or
geol ocators. Photo Sally Leonard.

This visit brings the total number of Ruddy Turn
first visited in 2007 to 4241 individuals (with
(Table 3). A total of 167 catches has been made.
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Table 2: VWSG Catch Details: K2hgNowvdmamaelr V2624 1

at e Locati|Speci es NeJyRet fTot|Ju|Juv|Geol oc
22 Nov|lPorky |([Ruddy Tur| 2 8 10/ 0|0.06 geos
2024 Beach retrie

Redsecked

Redapped
Pl over

OverlookingjaDthoBa'yte Ruddy Turnstone roostin

41



Table 3: Catches o0BO0OK4ng | sland 2007

Date of wvisit|CatchTot al Turnst (Tot al bir g
March 2007 7 241 307
March 2008 8 419 434
Mard&pril 20009 6 223 223
March 2010 8 211 217
November 2010 3 71 71
April 2011 8 197 211
Novembecember 3 115 117
April 2012 7 118 118
November 2012 5 132 132
Mar-@April 2013 10 255 285
November 2013 2 54 55
March 2014 6 173 181
Novembecember 6 * 147 151
February 2015 5 * 119 154
Novembecember 5 120 158
February 2016 4 74 78
November 2016 4 112 114
MarApril 2017 7 218 229
December 2017 5 123 128
March 2018 9 149 160
December 2018 5 191 193
March 2019 10 249 252
Novembecember 4 132 133
March 2021 4 64 6 6
March 2022 6 57 58
December 2022 6 75 92
March 2023 6 88 114
Novembecember 2 40 45
March 2024 5 6 3 78
November 20214 1 10 14
17 years (30v 167 4241 4568
*Excludes 2 catches of Silver Gull s.
30 vi(sli7t si n fAebridaraynd 1 3Dd me Mimevre)mb e r
Of the eight retraps some have been sighted on t
Zi)te faithful; most being seen along the same or
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Tabl e 4: Retrapped Ruddy TiuKinmg olnsl,armMN\dvember 202

Fl ajlDat e baBanded atComments
UHS|12/ 12/ 2lPorky BegSeen most years at Por
as an a Porky Beach.
VRS|10/ 12/ 2lManuka B{gSeen 2018, 2018 at Ma 1
as an a
TSV|21/ 03/ 2Danger PtSeen multiple times in7
as birdBrown BaySA, then i n December ¢
year Port Macllsland at Unlucky Bay.
SA. HanBou (Hanpou), Chang¢
seen May 2015 in Taiwg
King lismbanhdy Porky Be:
Point.
TAB|{20/ 03/ 2Porky BegSeen Porky Beach 2022,
age as
TZK{ 22/ 03/ 21Whi stl er |[Caught December 2023 4
as an a
VJzZ|01l/ 04/ 2JPorky BegSeen HanBou (Hanpou),
as an a China August 2018, and
and again in April 207
Porky Beach, King | sl g
VWH 24/ 03/ 2Manuka KiSeen Porky Beach or Mz¢
as an alsland year s.
TUX{ 02/ 12/ 2JPorky BegSeen Porky Beach Mar clh
as an a 2024.
3. Percentage Juveniles
No juveniles were amongst the 10 Ruddy Turnstone
Table 5 gives the percentage of juveniles over t
Novembecember visits are included. The average |
December period is 16. 9% This year due to the |
can be calcul ated.

alian Fur
fon the be
at and hap
y Leonard.
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Table 5: Juvenile proportions in  turnstone catches on King Island in Nov  -Dec period
each year 2010 to 2024

Year New Retrap | Total Juv % Juv
2010 47 24 71 13 18.3%
2011 49 66 115 11 9.6%
2012 62 70 132 3 2.3%
2013 31 23 54 23 42.6%
2014 76 71 147 26 17.7%
2015 53 67 120 2 1.7%
2016 45 67 112 23 20.5%
2017 61 62 123 7 5.7%
2018 124 67 191 78 40.8%
2019 63 69 132 22 16.7%
2022 42 33 75 18 24.0%
2023 19 21 40 1 2.5%
2024 2 8 10 0 -

TOTAL 672 640 1312 227 16.9%

Note: Only includes Nov-Dec catches, not Feb-Apr

catches.

Poor Arctic breeding years were 2012, 2015 and 2017.

Particularly good Arctic breeding years were 2013, 2016,

2018 and 2022.

No catches were possible in 2020 and 2021 due to

Covid-19 pandemic restrictions.

4. Geolocators

A total of six geolocators were retrieved. Data was downloaded from five. One of the five
failed after two days and one failed in June in the Arctic.

Departure dates from King Island were between 29 March and 15 April, with arrival dates in
the Arctic ranging from 22 May to 3 June, departure from the Arctic ranging from 4 July to 28
July.

A decision has been made to not continue with the current geolocator program until an
assessment has been made of the data so far collected and any new data that is required
and any improvements in geolocators assessed. A total of 629 geolocators have now been
deployed on turnstone on King Island and 254 (40.4%) retrieved.

5. Flag sightings
Flag sightings were made whenever the opportunity arose, during the count, recce visits,

and in between catches. Flag sightings are an important part of the visit as the data are used
to calculate long term survival without the need to catch the birds.
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VTA and friends, ni cely standi ng WIMNA rwack s ajnudsetd
as a bird in its first year of | ife on 01/04/ 20
Porky Beach.

Australian Pied Oystercatcher Bl ack ACM. I
Banded as an adult at Porky Beach on 02
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VWSG King Island Visit Report 28 March to 7
Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, |l a Marks and Eric N

Since 2007 the Victorian Wader Study Group has b
or twice a yea+#t eagn pdrutdyofofa tlhenQRuddy Turnstone
coast of the islandfivdiRBuddyiTurandutoeerdd wdmeidd y
geol ocators were retrieved. A population count o
day.

Our objectives for the trip were as usual
1. to carry out a population count of Ruddy Turr

i sland.
2. To evaluate the breeding success of Ruddy Tur
season by measuring percentage of juveniles i
3. To deploy and retrieve geolocators on Ruddy T
4, To facilitate Deakin Universityds research pr
It is intended to continue only the March/ April
1. Popul ation Count
All the wusual |l ocations for Ruddy Turnstone al on

over the high tide period on the 28t hea¢h Mamdihv i2
beach in feaecmh 20@& are shown in Table 1. A total
during the count. This count was very similar to
than the March 2024 count (439).

The count is divided into three areas, nort h, ce

region, which includes the beaches we use for ou
with numbers better than the north and south are
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Fig 1: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone on King | sland:

I Northern part TOTAL B Central part TOTAL B Southern part TOTAL
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Table 1: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone on the West C

® o <§_ = ™

Wlo | <|lo|lan|la|Z | |w]o|&|o ||| N < |w
West Coad X |@|~|9 ||| |9 | |89 |~ |9 |q|&[a]|=|&
King (128 ~|s|2|2|_ |8|o|o|~|8|c|c|c|8|ac|a

| = | = | < | < | = | 0| w c | S|=S|=|s=|=2|=]|=

= s =

The Spr - |n 45502026/ 28/23/243050/6442/31/2122| 0
Whi stl er/10({18{55/40 042 45 0 (13 8| 0]16/209

Duck Bay,
Il sl and 26/18[{95/11|70/{35/70/35/ 6053 71/ 55/11({9455[{37/22/28

Sout h Wh

Nort her n
TOTAL

Unlucky |[20n.|20/10{48/ 15/ 25/ 1519 1|40/28 7 |0 |14 1|15/10
South P(28n.|40 0|9 [40/25 0 |38/35/70/65 356852345015

Ma n uikNor t
(Whal ebq

ManukCent|67/22(6815|50/50/70/5084/585436/3929/ 0 |77/67 34
ManukSsout| - |[22|67/10/45/ 35 65/ 40/24 6 (5539824810 4 |5747

Dirty H-1|n.|223013n.{0|n.|0|O0|O0|8|n.|n.|n.|28 1|12
Currie H -(11{14 25/ 15 0]20/26| 0 0139/30/15 12 0 0 0 0

36|18(15|20|12(55/96/63/83]/11(10(15|17(14|94/58 6057

Currie
Course (133{11|/96/90/85/30/75/42 666525644935/ 12/30/2827

Bay)
Dripping - (40406562 407545306560 5050467636/ 3237

‘I 44137|43(39(38|24|38(|27|32(26(40|35|39(28|20(24(28(23

Seal Bg - |20n.|60n.|n. |12 4377/ 5668 5|48 0 |18n.|n.|n.
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Surpri sé
(includi -118|80/10|75/70/80{10|7190{11|43/89|]10|70
Beach)

Stokes P
Surpri sé

Stokes - 17009020/ 30/50/60[/62/49 407272323937/ 1420/37

60/ 42

* N
* N

-170/40/11|70/25/12/5266/29 9167 8450/46/24/19/10

Sout hern

TOTAL 0127(21(29(17|14|16|26|26(21(34(18|25(|19|17(80[{99/89

TOTAL CO|81|83|79|89|68(44|64|60(67|59(85|68|82(62|46(37(43|38
*Count by D. B. Whitchurch
*Count of Surprise Bay on 27/ 03/ 2023 = 97 Ruddy

2. Catching
The weather was again remarkably calm and dry fo

|l ittle wave action on many days. King Island i s
which is severely affecting the farming communi:t
Four catches were made with a total of 55 Ruddy
retraps. Even though the total number of birds w
nine geolocators was very pleasing. Segvemrmheaef the
Porky Beach/ Whal ebone Bay flock have become the
recent years. Table 2 summarises the catch det ai

Table 2: VWSG Catch Detail s: Ki ng'"dfs |Apnrdi IVixsd2a5 2

Dat e Location Species New/ Retr| Tota Juv| Juv?
30 MafStokes Poi|Ruddy Turnston 7 2 9 0 0
2025
31 MafManuka Cen|lRuddy Turnston 7 5 12 0 0
2025 (plu
whi ¢
2 geolocators esca
at t
net
1 ApriManuka Nor|Ruddy Turnston 10 20 30 0 0
2025 (Whal ebone
7 geolocators
4 ApriManuka SoulRuddy Turnston 2 0 2 0 0
2025
Tot al Ruddy Tu 26 27 55 0 0
3. Percentage Juveniles
For theprFe2025 period the number of birds caught
were caught and very few were observed in the fI
caught fHOImMmt22BO24 t heApHebr upaerryi oedarl freoomul theapi
t hat -1200 w8as t he | ast above average breeding seas
Table 3: Juvenile proportions in TurnAprmone catch
peri od.
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Year Tot al Caug % Juvenil e
2 0 6067 241 0 %
2 0 6078 419 17. 7%
2 0 6089 223 0 %
2 0 0190 211 14. 2%
2 0 1101 197 14. 7%
20 12 118 15. 3%
2 0 1123 255 1.2%
20 1134 173 30. 6%
2 0 1145 119 14. 3%
2 0 1156 74 1. 4 %*
2 0 1167 218 31. 2%
2 0 1178 149 2. 7%
2 0 3189 249 25. 3%
20 1290 0 -
2 0 2201 6 4 9. 4 %*
20 2212 57 8. 9 %*
2 0 2223 88 14. 8 %*
20 2234 63 7.9 %*
202240 2 5 55 0 %*
TOTAL 2973

*Approxi mate % juvenile. High degree of error in

of
birds caught

4.Sex Ratio
The ratio of mal es to females can be determined

are already showing much of t heir breeding plu
bet ween that of the male and female birds.

I n almost all years there is a slight predominart
4) .
This year of the 58 birds that we could deter min
giving a male percentage of 55.8%. This is the h
our Vvisits began in 2007.
Table 4: Sex ratios of TurnstoAprcpéeched 260Ki nhg
2025.

Year Mal e Femal e Tot al Ad % Mal e

2007 126 116 241 51. 9

2008 181 163 344 52.6

20009 103 120 223 46. 2

2010 90 91 181 49 .7

2011 80 88 168 47 .6
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Year Mal e Femal e Total Ad % Mal e
2012 43 57 100 43.0
2013 118 134 252 46. 8
20114 46 74 120 38. 3
2015 - - - -
2016 19 28 47 40. 3
2017 70 79 149 47.0
2018 59 8 6 145 40. 7
2019 82 104 186 44 .1
2020 - - - -
2021 25 27 6 4 48.1
2022 24 26 52 46. 1
2023 28 48 75 37.3
20214 29 29 58 50. 0
2025 29 23 52 55. 8
5. Weights
The heaviest bird caught was 186g at Whal ebone B
reach migratory weight thresholds by mid to | ate
Table 5: Mean weights of adult Ruddy Turnstone a
Site No. Ad Mean Weight o
28 Mar to 7
Whal ebon 30 161
Stokes 9 158
Centr al 12 161
Sout h M4 2 176
6 Geol ocators
A total of 9 geolocators were retrieved during N
downl oaded and three had to be sent to the UK fo
terminals, and we arNoawawtjegl ctbat ouns cwenee pl ac
during the November and March/ April <catches.
7Fl asg ghtings
We endetawomecord engwheragvadsesdg bfllealy® g tlbaglsighti
on Ruddy Turnstone, 12 oystercatcher and two Hoo
course of tHdesxepsdighiomgs will be uploaded to t
and then sent to ABBBS.
One bird with a geolocator attached was observed
05291163 was banded at Manuka on King I sland on
17/ 03/ 2024.
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-~ . » e q ‘9 b 3 : R
hoto nakkeae field by Yang Chuan in Paracel I sl an
24 April 2025. (BirdMark)

8Deakin University study on Avian Pathogens

As in other years, Deakin University collected f
presence of avian di sHEasEHESNbrctaeer2adtédboddi was
9. The March/ April 2025 King |Island Team

Robyn Atkinson, Steve Atkinson, sTeGamy LMant nhe 82|
Eric Miller, Sara Ryding, Janine Thomas, Michel
|l sl and participant Lizzie Cambra.

10. Acknowl edgment s

The VWSG would |Iike to thank the following for t
visit to King Island: King Island | ocals Graham
their invaluable support and | ocale kenotwl erdaley wi
difficult to organize the visit. Heather and Rog
use their house in Naracoopa as our base for thi
again very kindly all owing nug hted rstschreed.our fi el d
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A happy field team flying into King |sl art
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VWSG Expedition SE South Australia and SW Victoria 22 Oct T 2 Nov 2024
Maureen Christie and Jeff Campbell

Expedition aims:

1. To collect percentage juvenile data for both Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling.

2. Retrieve and deploy geolocators on Ruddy Turnstone.

3. Deploy Druid trackers on Sanderling.

4. Assist in the collection of blood and poop samples from migrants.

5. Deploy a Druid tracker on a Pied Oystercatcher. Capture to be by hoose mat. For this we
added two field workdays to the program.

21 October Piccaninnie Ponds Conservation Park Beach

On 21 October mats were set twice in an attempt to catch Pied Oystercatcher. Unfortunately,
it was a beautiful fine sunny day and the loops shone brightly in the sun. Later, on inspecting
the second mat, footprints surrounded the mat, but none crossed it, so it was obvious that
the oystercatchers had known exactly where the mat was.

22 October Piccaninnie Ponds Conservation Park Beach

The weather on 22 October was overcast and so more promising. Success! Retrap of an
individual originally flagged as C2 on 9 November 2011 at Danger Point and seen 39 times
in the general area before its flag fell off. It was with its long-time partner R8, banded on 26
March 2016 and resighted 35 times.

>

S i F
Annie with C2 now with new flag ACB.

As a member of a committed pair, observed for many years in the same area, tracks on
Ecotopia showing ACB regularly visiting Nelson were a complete surprise.

The VWSG has protocols to address the threat of H5SN1. Expeditioners needed to wear PPE
in the field, and all gear had to be cleaned before leaving each site.
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Recces for the expedition had been very discouraging, with very little weed on beaches and
few Sanderling or turnstone observed.

Day 1. Friday 25 October. Beachport

There had been a flock of ~70 at Beachport regularly with one geolocator observed (SJU) on
24 October. It was decided that we would travel there for our first day of cannon netting. With
approximately 30 turnstone at Dead Turtle Point, two nets were set to catch over the
previous tide line, where they had been feeding yesterday. But it was not to be T the
turnstone stubbornly refused to come north of Dead Turtle Point. By the time we had reset
the two-cannon net around the corner, the turnstone had disappeared. Maybe to Sherbert
Reef (an islet in Rivoli Bay)?

Day 2. Saturday 26 October Nene Valley 1 Blackfellows Caves

The morning commenced with teams despatched to check all potential sites in the Carpenter
Rocks i Nene Valley area, with Roz to check Nelson and the Port MacDonnell area. About
40 turnstone were found at the western end of the Nene Valley beach. To give maximum
beach coverage both the two-cannon and four-cannon nets were set. By now the turnstone
had departed to Blackfellows Caves where they were roosting on rocks. With no evidence of
feeding anywhere, there was nowhere to set the net. So, another unsuccessful day.

Day 3. Sunday 27 October Blackfellows Caves

Hoping to capitalize on what we had learnt of the behaviour of the turnstone flock yesterday,
we set the four-cannon net at Blackfellows Caves. A dodge tide made for very little tide
movement, but a successful catch of 14 was made on the falling tide. One geolocator was
retrieved and six were deployed.

Day 4. Monday 28 October Gerloff Bay

During recces, a flock of 40 or so turnstones, including one with a geolocator, had been
observed feeding on the weed banks in front of
likelihood of a wet catch, we set the two-cannon, large-mesh net. Twinkling was challenging,

along pebble banks, cliffs and small isolated beaches. We managed to get turnstone close

but not close enough! Another unsuccessful day!

Day 5. Tuesday 29 October Killarney

Meanwhile, Annie had been based in Port Fairy doing regular recces of all the likely
Sanderling beaches. She reported a sizable flock at Gormans Lane - Towilla, south of
Killarney. So, a very early start, leaving home at 0600. We had not caught at this beach
before, and it was difficult to work out where to set the net. The two-cannon net was set to
catch over fresh Sanderling footprints, and the twinkle began. A long day, with the net being
moved twice. The net had been set on a narrow strip of shade cloth. A big team meant that
the shade cloth could be folded over the net, everything picked up and walked to the new
site. Cannons with cable attached were also walked along. A smooth and quick operation.
But by now the tide was falling and the net was soon left high and dry once again. So,
another shift, this time simply down the beach. But, with the Sanderling now in roosting
mode they could not be twinkled. Pressure to make them move resulted in them all
departing. This left us with stint i a desirable target because of the need to take samples. A
successful catch of 20 was made late in the afternoon. It was a long drive home, with
kangaroos, wallabies, wombats and deer all safely avoided.
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Day 6. Wednesday 30 October Nene Valley West

Once again, the Nene Valley i Blackfellows Caves flock was on the Nene Valley west
beach. The two-cannon net was set up in almost the same place as we had set on Saturday.
The twinkle began, with turnstone favouring Blackfellows Caves. So, we moved, packing
everything up and moving to Blackfellows Caves. By now the tide was falling, and so we set
as low as we dared, with the eight-metre marker on the tide line. But, this was not low
enough, and it wasndt | ong bef or e loweragaier e
Meanwhile, the turnstone had decided that Black Rock was where they wanted to be! Yet
another unsuccessful day.

Day 7. Thursday 31 October Gerloff Bay

Yet another attempt to catch the Gerloff Bay 1 Pelican Point flock. An extremely high tide
overnight made selecting a site for the net difficult. The two-cannon net was quickly set, and
the twinkle began. But today the twinklers were unable to get the turnstone past Tractor
Point and onto our beach. And the stint that may have become catchable, and all the other
birds on the beach, were sent flying by a raucous outcry by Silver Gulls. So, with the tide
falling and no shorebirds on the beach, it was time to give up.

A small team continued onto Bucks Bay to effect the rescue of an entangled Silver Gull that
Sally had spotted whilst on one of her early morning walks.

Photo Mary-Ann van Trigt showing the tangle of line and the stick caught in it.
The team then packed up and moved to the Gum Tree Caravan Park, Port Fairy, in

anticipation of an early start the next day targeting yet again the flock of Sanderling at
Gormans Lane i Towilla.

56

pi

c ki

n



Day 8. Friday 1 November Towilla Beach, Vic

WemetatGor manbéatLO&8B8B®&0 and it wasnodét promising! Lea
walk the beach to Towilla, the rest of us went around by road. We set the net on what we

t hought was yesterdayo6s hihgtbe overnight had deenthighere wer e w
Gavin was sent out to check all of the local sites 1 all to no avail. A long day that involved

lifting and moving the net a total of three times. And no sign of any Sanderling until 1620

when a flock of about 70 arrived in front of Gavin at Gormans Lane. As he walked them

around, more kept on arriving until finally he had about 300. Given the time-of-day Gavin

was encouraged to keep walking them along, ignoring any that went behind. He was joined

by Mary-Ann. Meanwhile the rest of the team moved the net down for the third time T a bit

too far and the net was, almost, swamped. Feeding on tube worms the Sanderling were

sticking to the damp sand. This time they reached the net before the sand had had time to

dry out and, at 1845 a catch of three Sanderling was made. All were adults, one retrap and

two new. All had trackers deployed.

Thomas with Sanderling Photo Mary-Ann van Trigt.

Thank you to the Glenelg Hopkins Management Auth
accommodation at the Gum Tree Caravan Park for the two nights involved with this catch. It
made our life much easier!

A highlight of the day was a flock of 80 to 87 Bar-tailed Godwit (counted from Mary-An n 6 s
photos). There were no flags and Robyn estimated that most were juvenile.
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Evening talks

Whenever we were home early enough, someone from the group made a presentation. This
expedition we managed three talks, all being up-dates of talks given on previous
expeditions.

Django gave us an up-date on his work with the Junior Youth Environment Council and his
voluntary work in his local community. He highlighted the success he has had with erecting
bird boxes and having various species nesting in them.

Mary-Ann gave us an up-date on Red-capped Plover 7X. Her first talk had described the
journey from egg through to fledgling. And now she reported that 7X was a handsome male
with partner.

Having given us an introduction to Nature Foundations Witchelina Nature Reserve at an
earlier expedition, Phil entertained us with a series of snippets from the Reserve, with his
stunning bird photos a highlight.

Beach nesting birds

During the expedition, three species of resident shorebirds were found to be nesting. A

Hooded Ploverdéds nest in Red Rock Bay was tucked
At Nene Valley West Pied Oystercatcher Black 25 had a nest in the dunes. This pair has

traditionally nested on the cliff top of Black Rock, and had done so earlier this season, only

to have lost its clutch. At Towilla Beach a Hooded Plover nest with three eggs was found.

(This, along with an engraved leg-flag (ELF), were passed on to the Birdlife Beach Nesting

Birds team).

Conclusion

Although we caught very few birds, we did manage to meet several targets. One geolocator
was retrieved and six were deployed. Three Sanderling trackers were deployed and one
Pied Oystercatcher tracker. We had lots of net-setting practice, with the net set a total of 18
times. We perfected a technique of quickly moving the net down the beach chasing a falling
tide.
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Participants: Robyn Atkinson, Annie Broadway, Betty Brezovski, Jeff Campbell, Sarah
Campbell, Thomas Cansee, Maureen Christie, Phil Cole, Leanne Cusack, Renee Douma,
Jenny Hiscock, Roz Jessop, Hiske Klaassen, Sally Leonard, lla Marks, Eric Miller, Andrew
Patterson, Gavin Prentice, James Smith, lain Stewart, Carol Taylor, Mary-Ann van Trigt, Ben
Westmoreland, Django Westmoreland, Sam Wolfe.

Ot hers who contributed by undertaking recces: Ca
Dan Lees and Barry Schriever.

Catch details

VICTORIA
Date Location Species New Retrap | TOTAL | Juv | Notes
29.10.2024 | Killarney Red-necked 20 20 2
Stint
1.11.2024 | Towilla Beach Sanderling 3 3 3 trackers
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Date Location Species New Retrap | TOTAL
22.10.2024 | Danger Point Pied 1 1 1 tracker
Oystercatcher
27.10.2024 | Blackfellows Caves | Ruddy 7 7 14 4 Geolocators:
Turnstone 1 retrieved;
6 deployed
TOTALS 26 8 38
Engraved Flag Sightings
Ruddy Turnstone 91
Sanderling 28
Pied Oystercatcher 9
Hooded Plover 5
BirdLife Hooded Plover 1

POSTSCRIPT i 14 December 2024

And suddenly we had Sanderling at Danger Point. The team set the net and then moved it
down four times before having a successful catch. Thirty-eight Sanderling were caught (Five
retraps, two Juveniles). All remaining 17 trackers were deployed using leg-loop harnesses.

Participants: Annie Broadway, Jeff Campbell, Sarah Campbell, Maureen Christie, Dave
Nichols, Leah Williams, Sam Wolfe.

Summarizing all the field work: Twenty Sanderling trackers were deployed, 19 of which have
tracks being recorded on the Ecotopia app. Tracks are also being recorded for the one Pied
Oystercatcher tracker deployed. A truly great result! It is always hard work in the field, but
this expedition required a huge amount of work from the team, with little reward in terms of
successful catches. Long days, constantly setting and resetting the net, put a strain on
everyone. The team responded magnificently. Thank you!
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VWSG Expedition SE South Aust6aApri lan203%W Vi

John Lawson,

Expedition ai ms:

1. To collect percentage juvenile data for both
2. Retrieve and deploy geolocators on Ruddy Turn
3. Depl oy Druid trackers on Sanderling.

4. Assist in the collection of blood and poop sa
Al t hough the original plan was to visit SW Victo
because by April 2025 good catches had been made
Killarney. During the expedition, catheh Saut &d&mpt s
Australian coast: Danger Point, Nene Valley, Car
Day 1. Thur sdMdgndOValplrey

The expedition commenced at Nene Valley just aft
approxi matekegkeéedCBeé¢ddtr i § mwefriecolnl itdhe area cl ose
A net was-As@at coMatyucted a hide behind the net a
a scope. Base camp was established to the east.

t hroughout the day viinds noatmohablten aant tavroy t i me.

to abandoning the d&ydas refpfoornttesds whestlkMaagstheor t
net Despite moving to within 2 meters of the ca
zone We retired at 1600 without firing.

Day 2. Fri daenkl Vap-diely

Sanderling were targeted, but despite our best e
Day 3. Satur-dCay pkehtlkpr iRloc ks

During an early morning recce of Gerloff Bay at

to this encouraging news, the group prepared for
Carpenter Rocks. With a 1.0m hi geh Rtiirddes apusied u
the catch zone by the rising water. However, mov
pl an

With approximately 20 turnstone and 80 stints 1in
attempted to catch on the falling tide. At 1310
firing box. Beach wal kers and anetewstesétmenodsdg
contend with. Sally and Leanne-emarii todr adc ealcautc hi
zone and Dave and Gaylon monitored about 40 turn
and John went to Cape BanksibLighthobsedsowdetenh
counted approximately 10 turnstone in a mixed f|
in the area the decision to give up for the day
again
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d Sar aAdinmnidn Maasyi ti on to watch the

cat
Gerl off Bay (Carpenter Rocks) 12 April 160
Day 4. SundabangerApRadilnt
A significant number of Sanderling and turnstone
l an Mitchener Bird Hide at-sRBandemr Rairmts.t okhfet earnda
of the 1.03m high tide at 1248, titte mpats tdoe cciadtecdh a
turnstone and instead target the flock of Sander
| ocation was a lucrative move. At 1550, when Mau
she gave |l a the order ¢amfbhurst Thet refmabasdercalr
in to care for and process the catch.

Sevenwy Sander | i nrge aknad B®r iRkeetd Not a

val i d bookrmafr&r =syedwder e caught. Two of
Sanderling recaptures (flagged DLR a
trackers which had been fitted at Da
(Figure 2). Details of past sighting
are shown in Figure 3.

Over the course of the season DLR ma
coastline spanning from Warrnambool

Caves in SA Remar kably, we were sti
up to 15 June. This is very Il ate in

maj odgfi tyanderl ing to have commenced I
middle to the end of May. I't remains
mi grate |l ater or if it has in fact r

Ee¢UT 31 dRUNIORUIOAT WI3T RUNIOGH 2 G ¢ NIJIOE qt0? ¢ UN1JI I0AY RU q tOT
A6YqVYtos Y6 Ux¢cst YUptO

Figure Tally of the catch made at Danger Point or

Tot iNew Retr Released u Juveni
Sanderlin¢ 72 61 11 3 12 (17¢
Redsecked 10 10 0 0 0
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Figure 2: The two Sanderling retraps at Dancg
possessed a tracker.

Dat e Location Acti on

14/ 11/ 2024 Danger Point Banded: 04
Fl agdédR:

13/ 04/ 2025 Danger Point Recaptured

14/ 11/ 2024 Danger Point Banded: 04
Fl agddéd:

13/ 04/ 2025 Danger Point Recaptured

[ RRDel WWOoaWuUYs UWSRY qY!I RIJt WYnWqé Wt RFWEe¢UT WI dRUNU
T RT WOYqWGY!t t 13t We Wal ¢ #E I KO

Dat e Location Acti on

11/ 11/ 2011 Pet hers Rocks, CBanded: 042
FIl agdéid:

24/ 08/ 2023 King Island, Tas Sighted

24/ 08/ 2023 to FIl ag droppe

13/ 0472025 Danger Point Recaptured
Refl aygRr d

Dat e Location Acti on

09/04/ 2019 Danger Point Banded: 042
Fl agdBd&d

09/04/ 2019 to From Green Point Sighted ten

Point

16/ 08/ 2022 South Korea, SeaSighted

Dat e Location Acti on

07/ 04/ 2022 Nene Vall ey Banded: 042
FIl agda®k

09/04/ 2019 to From Danger PoinResighted e

Point to Discove

07/ 08/ 2022 Jeju |Island Sout Sighted

13/ 04/ 2025 Danger Point Recaptured

Dat e Location Acti on

31/ 03/ 2023 Brown Bay Banded: 042
FIl ag @&

09/04/ 2019 to From Nelson to RResighted s

27/ 07712023 Sakhalin Island Sighted

13/ 04/ 2025 Danger Point Recaptured

Dat e Location Acti on

31/ 03/ 2023 Brown Bay Banded: 042
FIl ag®&d:

27/ 07712023 Sakhalin Island Sighted

13/ 04/ 2025 Danger Point Recaptured

Dat e Location Acti on

04/ 04/ 2014 Danger Point Banded: 042
FIl agd&SK

23/ 08/ 2016 Sea of OKkhot sk, Sighted

17/ 03/ 2017 Danger Point Sighted

13/ 0472025 Danger Point Recaptured

(ELF missin
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Movements of DLR from 14 November 2024 to 15 Jun
Data from DLY shows that whilst it did make a sh
majority of its movements were concentrated in t
French Point (near Port MacDonnell ).
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Port iy Warrnambool

Movements of DLY from 14 November 2024 to 13 Apr
The capture of 72 Sanderling allowed me to coll e
used to study the diets odaptanderdfi nQLR I anddOLY i
di et comparison to be made from t hteo btelge nenn dh go fo f
season (~April).
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Thank you to everyone who was involved in the Sanderling catch. Please keep an eye out for
Sanderling on our beaches during winter. We may have some that did not migrate, and this
would be very valuable information.

Annie Broadway.

Any queries regarding Sanderling data should be directed to annie.broadway@deakin.edu.au
Mobile: 0438 503 522
Please do not reproduce or pass this data on without consent.

Day5. Monday 14April - Nene Valley

The day began at 0700 with cleaning and organising gear. By approximately 1000 the net was
set. Eric had adjusted the direction of the cannons to account for the firm 18km/h SSE wind.
Although there was a flock of 30 to 40 turnstone, by 1145 a decision was made that conditions
were too wet to catch even turnstone on the high tide at 1301. It was decided to wait and try on
the falling tide. At 1530 during her scout west Maureen sighted around 70 turnstone, but they did
not approach the catch zone. A final unsuccessful attempt was made for a catch of six Pied
Oystercatchers. No catch on this day. On her return home Maureen made a survey of
Blackfellows Caves for evidence of turnstone feeding.
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ary—Anns hide behindthe ne at Sanderling on the move at Nene Valley
Nene Valley on14 April. Photo John Lawsa. 14 April. Photo John Lawson.

Day 6. Tuesday 15April - Beachport

Net setting began at 1130 at Beachport. Birds were being monitored by Peter to the south and
Sally and Maureen to the north. Ten turnstone were observed about 150 metres to the north. A
dog and walker on a bird-scattering-trajectory was happy to turn back to the south after having a
friendly chat with some of the team. Favourably, there were 50 to 60 turnstone in the vicinity, but
working against this was the rising tide that was causing pools to develop within the seaweed.
With only a small number of turnstone, we had the ability to safely manage b i r veekade under
usual conditions, but the threat that the pools presented was unknown. Ultimately it was decided
that we abandon the catch, have lunch, and attempt a post high tide catch.

At around 1500 there were some 40 turnstone plus some stint in the vicinity, slightly to the north
of the catch area. Robyn advised to give 15 minutes coupled with the falling tide to allow water
to drain from the pools and therefore to provide a safer catching zone. We had turnstone and
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stint within 5 metres of the net, but Robyn call
withnReked Stint present. We allowed another 15
wel fare was prioritised and the day finished wit

Day 7. Wednesdaer |16f fApBay & Nene Valley

On a c¢cloudy Wednesday at Gerl off Bay, a good nunm

Gerloff Circuit andasthe Aopattioult el goeaxbiting

Mongolian flagged turnstone feediollhewi bebaohhers

|l i mestone. Since being banded in 2023 this bird

of the known history of this individual i s shown

Figure 4: Known history of Mongolian banded Turn

Dat e Location Wh o

12 August Mongol i a Banded right Blue (t
(tarsus) by the Wil
Conservation Centre

9 April 2Beachport, SSighted

August 20Ugi i Lake, MRecapture

16 April Carpenter RoSighted

With the Gerl off Bay net set by 0745. After a co
was moved 30m to the north, and higher up the be
some oystercatchers remained. Atrlmd8etdhenfiandlt
catch attempt was abandoned.
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Net setting at Gerloff Bay on 16 April Harry with Pied OyStercaLfCher L8.
Photo John Lawson.

By 1146 the group had relocated to Nene Valley. Approximately 25 turnstone were feeding on
weed with Sanderling and Red-necked Stint. As midday approached a further 15 turnstone
arrived and mixed with the flock. The net was set at 1244 some 520m north-west of Coastal
Road. With birds moving up and down the beach over the next couple of hours and turnstone
not tending to return, the team was left with oystercatchers within the catch zone. At 1545 a
catch was made of six oystercatchers and one Masked Lapwing. One Pied Oystercatcher held
leg-flag L8 and was last captured in January 2018 at Green Point.

-
a 3 oy 5

E’L, 4 3 i k e
Processing the oystercatcher and lapwing catch at Nene Valley 16 April.

Day 8. Thursday 17 April - Beachport

A small contingent searched for leg-flags at Beachport. At least 50 Sanderling, 80 turnstone and
40 Red-necked Stint were observed feeding on and around the shoreline wrack. Leg-flags were
recorded and logged to BirdMark.

Day 9. Friday 18 April - Coorong

A reduced group, Annie, Jeff, Maureen, Vivien, John, Vicki, Mohan, and Mary-Ann, set off from
Kingston SE for The Coorong in three vehicles. At about 30km into the planned 60km beach
traverse, Johnoés 4 WD . Joandanddhatwahicldreturnectta Kingstos SH) e
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and the remaining two vehicles pushed on. Sanderling had been found at the 60km point last
season and Ranger Chris Thompson had reported seeing them there this season. Unfortunately,
soft sand forced the team to turn back at approximately the 40km mark. On the return journey
spectacular groups of Banded Stilt were seen feeding near the spot where the convoy crossed

the lagoon. ThreeHooded Plover on the inland side of the crossingere asurprise.

Engraved leg flags sighted and subsequently entered into BirdMark

Engraved leg flags sighted across the expedition period totalled 237 across four species:
Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Pied Oystercatcher and Hooded Plover and have been entered
into BirdMark (Figure 5).

Figure 5: Engraved leg flags sighted during the expedition period and subsequently
entered into BirdMark .

Species Count
Sanderling 117
Ruddy Turnstone 98
Pied Oystercatcher 20
Hooded Plover 2
TOTAL 237

Concluding statements

Sanderling are always challenging to catch, with few, if any, found some seasons. Even when

present, their habit of feeding close to the w a t eedgé presents additional challenges, and so
our newly developed technique of catching on the falling tide has enabled us to be successful

when otherwise we might not have been. The good catch at Danger Point was rewarding.

It was very disappointing that we failed miserably in our aims relating to turnstone, with none
caught. Weed on the beach was very fresh, with little food. The turnstone were very unsettled.

Maureen Christie, our team leader, generously hosted most of the team at her idyllic Carpenter
Rocks home. On behalf of all we thank Maureen for her hospitality and organisation during the
expedition. Many thanks to lla Marks for supervising C-class banders. Also many thanks to Cath
Bell and Michael Cobiac for providing accommodation in Kingston SE. Thank you and best
wishes to Annie Broadway for provision of Sanderling data and mapping. All team members
played a valued part in the expedition and their efforts were appreciated.

Expedition group participants

Robyn Atkinson, Betty Brezovskis, Annie Broadway, Peter Butler, Jeff Campbell, Sarah
Campbell, Maureen Christie, Leanne Cusack, Galen Davitt, Jenny Hiscock, Vivien Holyoake,
John Lawson, Sally Leonard, lla Marks, Eric Miller, Dave Nichols, Mohan Nugawela, lain
Stewart, Mary-Ann van Trigt, Harry Woolbridge.

Coorong Team
Annie Broadway, Jeff Campbell, Maureen Christie, Vivien Holyoake, John Lawson, Vicki Natt,
Mohan Nugawela, Mary-Ann van Trigt.

Participants numbers at catches on any one day ranged from 10 to 17.

Recces were conducted by Peter 6Cookied Coo
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Kangaroo | sl and Oystercatcher Project
The Kangaroo I sland Team

A VWSG team has been banding/flagging oystercatec
2028%e have made four visits with support from Fo
AustralianhShosebi wdvsy. s asR&D edo mmist. toeeg /chair Dr

o] I n December 2023 and December 2024 a field t
adults on territory, and chTatkasl usfi n31 bAwg tcr .
Pied Oystercatcher (APOC).

o] I n March 2024 visit was made to assess sites
fl ocks

o] I n May 2025 cannon netting of wintering fl oc
Oystercatcher (SOC) werBheaumpmdr tanndi tpy owaes s&
to read as many |l eg flags as possible.

0 I n July 2025 the team held a meeting with Pr
on how to assess the quantity and quality of
the project. Hi s advice is incorporated und

It is considered that there is a current popul at

comm). A histori(cSclhudauntM.0fl99@C A shorebird sur

Stilt-48%: sdiggested a population obagd7, 60% on h

beach®@C may be more difficult to assess as they
headl ands al ong Tthiee es wetrle d@mast main flocking
accessible beaches identified in 2024 aweérth
winter although some pairs remain on o]
The questions VWSG/ FoSSE are asking.
1. Assess th

e popul ation status and demographic
Kangaroo | sl and.
To address this issue a very high resighting
percentage of the population needs to be ban
It was decided that we should continue bandi
birds natde popul ati on. Banding of flocking
every second year.

2. Assess the threats faced during the breeding
Kangaroo I sland, e.g sea | evel ri se, human
We should continue to record any known | oss
available information on the I mpacts of sea
i nundation on overwintering, roosting and br

3. Assess the breeding distribution of oysterca
To continue mapping of breeding sites and to
Sooty Oystercatchers nests at the beginning
boat s.

4 Assess the breeding success of oystercatcher
To continue monitoring of pairs at accessi bl

5. Assess the movement of oystercauebai-sefrembd
adult, adult into and out of the Kangaroo | s
ans red in the short term (5 years). |l mpr o
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sting birds program and shorebird co

beach ne
r k.

Bir dMa

6. Assess major threats of oystercatchers on Ka

I n summary, team plans going forward are
o Continue current program for the next 5 year:
threats etc.
ol f funds permit annual chick and adult bandir
popul ati on. These birds are also more | ikel:}\
ol f funds allow annual or biannual cannon net:t
old birds easily aged, so can be every seconc
o lncrease reporting rate of flagged birds awa)
o Maintain monitoring of overwintering flocks ¢
they age.
o Attempt to find A Class banders prepared to &
Trip reports
OQur first visit set the routine for future visit
the 6am ferry to Penneshaw where we were met by
CWA rooms for an overview of breddiomg odi tae g egloan
the breeding season to date. Accompanied by cof
absolutely foul during this trip and we only man
introduced the team to catchidguasalnlg wiotols ep antae 13
catching sites
The weather was much kinder in Dec 2024 and we n

adulHisghl i ght of this trip was catching a and f 1l
chicks at I sland Beach.

And how should one describe tThhe wfeartrhye rc rdaig dinmgg o
morning of 24 May was quite rough, andCathhe, weat h
who had originally planned to come SuWmnuddy,asdeci d
wel | she di d, it walwu etsidédeyl'!had peanwednodonl ubahg S
recclastead we devoted Sat, Sun and Mb®oni ntgo oruetc c e
each day despite the Wides awaelr evolod ¢ &, wwiatt lhetrhe c
Kingscote boadodeadnp being f

On arrival it was coffee, cake and a briefing at
comprehensive report on flocks, Jean, Dave and K
to marine |life by the al gal bl oom.

Despite the weatdiry ,sueceseuwerwi vh fl ocks foun
catching sites.
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Nepean Bay Reccie 25852025 Photo Cath

Come Tuesday t he sA orent waass asbeatt iantg. Nepean Bay wh
oystercatchers wer e rAoto sbtaisneg cianmpC atthhe' sg apzheobtoo .wa s

protection from possible showers. On shore, the
encogueda t o wal k i nA fsraomdiy ,ofg etnhtel ynestl.opi ng beach n
catch a soon 20 Pied Oystercatche¥fBl awekr e i n th

nd
35.Banded as @i chi W&secwe,r Mom 1A. 18e220Qll3l esson in
year ol d!

Pied Oystercatcher Black 35. Photo Sarah C
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