
1 

 

 

 

VWSG BULLETIN 
 

JOURNAL OF THE VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP 
 

Number 48 
August 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSN 0159-6896 
 

 

  



2 

 

VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP INC. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The principal aim of the Victorian Wader Study Group is to gather, 

through extensive planned fieldwork programs, comprehensive data on 

waders and terns throughout South-eastern Australia on a long-term 

basis.  

This scientifically collected information is intended to form a factual base 

for conservation considerations, to be a source of information for 

education of a wider audience, to be a means of generating interest of 

the general community in environmental and conservation issues, and to 

be a major contribution to the East-Asian Australasian Flyway and 

Worldwide knowledge of waders and terns.  

 

FORMATION/BACKGROUND 

The wader banding fieldwork, which led to the formation of the Victorian 

Wader Study Group, commenced in December 1975. The Group was 

formally named in late 1978 and incorporated in 1986.ШШШ 
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Report from the Chair of the VWSG Inc. for 2024/25  
 
Last year, the emphasis for much of the year was on High Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). 
It didnôt arrive, but unfortunately it still remains a threat.  
 
However, many of us now perceive that the threat is not from our returning waders, as sick birds 
are unlikely to survive the rigours of the journey, but from pelagic birds coming up from the 
Southern Ocean. Nevertheless, come the return, we will be required to, once again, ñsuit upò 
before handling birds. 
 
Our contract catching program is winding down, but was a very useful addition to our coffers, 
covering our annual running costs for several years and paying for the new trailer. 
 
On matters equipment we have some ups and downs. First the major ñdownò of the fire at 
Maureen's shed, where she lost her shed, utility and all the catching and banding equipment held 
in South Australia. 
 
This has triggered a major effort to design and construct new equipment. A new type of ñfiring boxò 
is being designed with modern up to date electronics (thanks to John and Mohan). The old ones 
are starting to fail and although we have had the circuit design since they were built, no record of 
the actual program that runs the chips was ever supplied, so we cannot build new ones of that 
design without learning the program language used and writing a new one. That effort is best 
placed in the current language and electronics, which are much more user friendly to learn and 
build and many programs and modules can be purchased ñoff the shelfò. This will also give us the 
capability to explore such additions as wireless connections between firing box and cannons and 
even remote cameras to observe safety and the catch area. 
 
I am also currently working on the design of a new cannon as we are gradually wearing down our 
old ones. The new one will be compatible with our existing projectiles and will be made, again, with 
ñoff the shelfò components and will be more resistant to distortion of the base flanges. It shouldnôt 
need rubber sheets for a seal, but we will need new cartridges. I am working with a friend of mine 
who is a professional welder and qualified armourer, so he is experienced in things that go bang! A 
search is ongoing to source new nets, as again things are getting threadbare. 
 
On the fieldwork side, we had a successful trip to Kangaroo Island to cannon-net oystercatchers. 
Oh what a joy to go after blissfully ignorant birds that have never seen a cannon-net. Only one 
short twinkle in three catches. The other two, the birds flew in and went to sleep directly in front of 
the net! A total of 54 Pied and 29 Sooty Oystercatchers. 
 
King Island is down to one trip per year to collect data loggers whilst we review what additional 
data we need and what type of data logger to use (if any) going forward. 
 
Corner Inlet was a success after 5 years since a good catch with 55 Bar-tailed Godwit. 
Perseverance paid off in spending the time to survey the beach, work out the tides and study the 
birds over several days. Sterling work by Melbourne Water saw the return of good numbers of 
waders using Werribee. Terns have returned to accessible parts of the Nobbies allowing PINP and 
the VWSG to continue banding. Fifty Red Knot at Stockyard Point was an unexpected bonus that 
had the Banding Team scouring through the supplies of bands and flags. 
 
The Tax Office has approved our application to registered and we can now accept Deductible Gifts. 
Thanks to Ila and the team for a great effort on this one. This is just another example of all the 
ñbehind the scenesò work that keeps a volunteer organisation like ours ticking sweetly over. 

 
 
 

Steven E Atkinson 
Chair, Victorian Wader Study Group Inc. 
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Table 1: Waders caught by species, 2024   

     

Species New Retrap Sum 
% 
Retrap 

Curlew Sandpiper 205 42 247 17 

Double-banded Plover 122 7 129 5 

Hooded Plover 9 0 9 0 

Little Stint 3 0 3 0 

Pied Oystercatcher 42 5 47 11 

Red-capped Plover 5 0 5 0 

Red-kneed Dotterel 1 0 1 0 

Red-necked Stint 1055 200 1255 16 

Ruddy Turnstone 57 49 106 46 

Sanderling 146 48 194 25 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 110 0 110 0 

Sooty Oystercatcher 3 3 6 50 

Sum 1758 354 2112   
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Table 2: Waders caught by species, 1975  -  2024

Species New Retrap Sum % Retrap

Banded Stilt 2062 35 2097 2

Bar-tailed Godwit 6001 818 6819 12

Black-fronted Dotterel 21 0 21 0

Black-tailed Godwit 4 0 4 0

Black-winged Stilt 86 0 86 0

Broad-billed Sandpiper 7 0 7 0

Cox's Sandpiper 1 0 1 0

Curlew Sandpiper 29148 5587 34735 16

Double-banded Plover 4276 1034 5310 19

Far Eastern Curlew 873 90 963 9

Great Knot 705 84 789 11

Greater Sandplover 31 3 34 9

Greenshank 543 63 606 10

Grey-tailed Tattler 38 2 40 5

Grey Plover 201 32 233 14

Hooded Plover 158 12 170 7

Latham's Snipe 578 40 618 6

Lesser Sandplover 118 11 129 9

Little Stint 13 0 13 0

Long-toed Stint 1 0 1 0

Marsh Sandpiper 2 0 2 0

Masked Lapwing 199 4 203 2

Oriental Plover 1 0 1 0

Pacific Golden Plover 271 26 297 9

Painted Snipe 1 0 1 0

Pectoral Sandpiper 3 0 3 0

Pied Oystercatcher 3797 1872 5669 33

Red-capped Plover 837 188 1025 18

Red-kneed Dotterel 142 11 153 7

Red-necked Avocet 926 133 1059 13

Red-necked Phalarope 1 0 1 0

Red-necked Stint 134999 36368 171367 21

Red Knot 5380 736 6116 12

Ruddy Turnstone 7446 4166 11612 36

Sanderling 6653 2231 8884 25

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 11742 488 12230 4

Sooty Oystercatcher 1240 481 1721 28

Terek Sandpiper 38 1 39 3

Whimbrel 49 6 55 11

Sum 218592 54522 273114

Note: This table includes Latham's Snipe data collected 

as part of a collaborative project commenced with 

Federation University Ballarat. 



7 

 

 Table 3: Waders caught each calendar year 1975 - 2024

Year New Retrap Sum % Retrap

1975 9 0 9 0

1976 587 4 591 1

1977 517 12 529 2

1978 1294 42 1336 3

1979 7425 477 7902 6

1980 6102 1200 7302 16

1981 4540 866 5406 16

1982 3814 792 4606 17

1983 2880 628 3508 18

1984 4271 1042 5313 20

1985 4056 1044 5100 20

1986 7133 2045 9178 22

1987 5341 1552 6893 23

1988 8021 2666 10687 25

1989 5433 1583 7016 23

1990 4093 2027 6120 33

1991 3204 843 4047 21

1992 4648 855 5503 16

1993 8835 2563 11398 22

1994 4839 1744 6583 26

1995 2709 616 3325 19

1996 5257 1028 6285 16

1997 4350 1011 5361 19

1998 8067 1406 9473 15

1999 6532 1579 8111 19

2000 10333 2571 12904 20

2001 4676 1298 5974 22

2002 10171 2116 12287 17

2003 8510 2369 10879 22

2004 5109 1217 6326 19

2005 6320 1887 8207 23

2006 6624 1464 8088 18

2007 4768 932 5700 16

2008 4489 1356 5845 23

2009 4004 867 4871 18

2010 3018 751 3769 20

2011 4319 829 5148 16

2012 3616 868 4484 19

2013 4403 1110 5513 20

2014 3654 995 4649 21

2015 5931 1167 7098 16

2016 3071 866 3937 22

2017 2669 1058 3727 28

2018 1630 637 2267 28

2019 1529 664 2193 30

2020 706 335 1041 32

2021 874 394 1268 31

2022 1519 511 2030 25

2023 934 281 1215 23

2024 1758 354 2112 17

Sum 218592 54522 273114

Note: This table includes Latham's Snipe 

data collected as part of a collaborative 

project commenced with Federation 

University Ballarat. 
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Table 4: Waders caught in first (jan-Jun) and

second (Jul- Dec) part of each year
Year 1st Half 2nd Half Sum

1975 9 0 9

1976 193 398 591

1977 373 156 529

1978 204 1132 1336

1979 4269 3633 7902

1980 4108 3194 7302

1981 2105 3301 5406

1982 2423 2183 4606

1983 2888 620 3508

1984 2652 2661 5313

1985 3948 1152 5100

1986 4995 4183 9178

1987 3128 3765 6893

1988 5213 5474 10687

1989 3850 3166 7016

1990 1656 4464 6120

1991 2351 1696 4047

1992 3352 2151 5503

1993 5279 6119 11398

1994 2878 3705 6583

1995 1517 1808 3325

1996 1799 4486 6285

1997 1910 3451 5361

1998 5544 3929 9473

1999 4130 3981 8111

2000 5992 6912 12904

2001 3895 2079 5974

2002 7931 4356 12287

2003 3038 7841 10879

2004 1290 5036 6326

2005 5005 3202 8207

2006 5134 2954 8088

2007 3691 2009 5700

2008 4019 1826 5845

2009 2740 2131 4871

2010 2141 1628 3769

2011 1979 3169 5148

2012 3211 1273 4484

2013 3264 2249 5513

2014 2732 1917 4649

2015 4645 2453 7098

2016 1994 1943 3937

2017 2894 833 3727

2018 1472 795 2267

2019 1924 269 2193

2020 602 439 1041

2021 620 648 1268

2022 1391 639 2030

2023 830 385 1215

2024 1170 942 2112

Sum 144378 128736 273114

 Table 5: Birds caught across various Australian states

State 2024 pre2024 Sum

SA 152 21877 22029

TAS 93 4556 4649

VIC 1861 244059 245920

Unknown 6 510 516

Sum 2112 271002 273114

For a more detailed break down of catching

sites within each state, see Table 6.

bƻǘŜΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ [ŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ {ƴƛǇŜ 

data collected as part of a collaborative

project with Federation University
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Table 6: Waders caught across various locations (all data)
State Location 2024 Pre 2024 Sum

ACT Jerrabomberra Wetlands 0 71 71

SA Bald Hi l l 0 15 15

SA Baudin Rocks, opposi te Boatswain Point 0 17 17

SA Beachport 3 742 745

SA Blackfel lows Caves, 6 km SE of Carpenter Rocks 16 710 726

SA Boatswain Point 0 32 32

SA Brown Bay, 15 km E of Port Macdonnel l 2 4334 4336

SA Canunda National  Park 4 1935 1939

SA Carpenter Rocks 20 2726 2746

SA Danger Pt, Brown Bay, near Port Macdonnel l 39 4321 4360

SA Fox Lake, Robe 0 4 4

SA French Point, Port Macdonnel l 0 80 80

SA Kangaroo Is land 16 2 16

SA Lake Eyre Sth 0 12 12

SA Lake George, near Beachport 0 16 16

SA Lake Harry 0 10 10

SA Lake Mcintyre, Mi l l icent 0 3 3

SA Lake Torrens 0 1364 1364

SA Little Dip Conservation Bay 1 6 7

SA Morel la Basin 0 40 40

SA Nene Val ley 55 1850 1905

SA Nora Creina, 22km NW of Beachport 0 527 527

SA Port Macdonnel l 0 772 772

SA Robe 0 19 19

SA Southern Lagoon, near Woods Wel l 0 334 334

SA Stony Point, Port Macdonnel l 0 960 960

SA Ten Mi le Creek, NW Beachport 0 1 1

SA Thompsons Beach 0 210 210

SA Venus Bay, Eyre Peninsula 0 16 16

SA Wright Bay 0 35 35

SA Yanerbie Beach, Streaky Bay 0 784 784

Tas Bird Point, Robbins Is land 0 39 39

Tas Currie, King Is land 17 827 844

Tas Dripping Wel ls , King Is land 4 279 283

Tas Manuka, King Is land 15 1816 1831

Tas Porky Bay, King Is land 14 290 304

Tas Shipwreck Point, Perkins Is land 0 15 15

Tas Springs, NW King Is land 0 27 27

Tas Stokes Point, King Is land 0 290 290

Tas Surprise Bay, King Is land 0 343 343

Tas Trough Bay, SW King Is land 0 31 31

Tas Unlucky Bay, King Is land 0 62 62

Tas Whistler Point, King Is land 43 537 580

Vic Albi frons Is land, Ocean Grange Lakes NP 0 17 17

Vic Al tona Foreshore 0 18 18

Vic Bairnsdale 0 2 2

Vic Barral l iar Is land, Westernport 0 8244 8244

Vic Barry Beach, Corner Inlet 159 13655 13814

Vic Barwon Heads 0 569 569

Continued next page 
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Table 6 (continued)

State Location 2024 Pre 2024 Sum

Vic Belmont Common, Geelong 0 229 229

Vic Bendigo Sewerage Farm 0 108 108

Vic Black Rocks, near Barwon Heads 0 278 278

Vic Braeside Metropol i tan Park 0 78 78

Vic Bul lock Is land, Corner Inlet 0 11 11

Vic Bul lock Swamp, NW French Is land 0 166 166

Vic Camel Rocks, west of Corner Inlet 0 2 2

Vic Cheetham Wetlands, Laverton 0 1 1

Vic Conroy Lane, Muckleford 0 3 3

Vic Fairhaven, French Is land 0 341 341

Vic VIC - Glenelg West 0 46 46

Vic GMH Drain, near The Gurdies, Westernport 0 210 210

Vic Ki l larney Beach, Port Fairy 175 622 797

Vic Lake Reeve, Seaspray 0 18 18

Vic Lake Victoria 0 167 167

Vic Loch Sport, Lakes NP 0 3 3

Vic Long Is land, Hastings 0 461 461

Vic Downs, Yanakie 0 370 370

Vic Maher's  Landing, Inverloch 0 22119 22119

Vic Mud Is land, Port Phi l l ip Bay 0 758 758

Vic NW corner Swan Bay, Queenscl i ff 0 3105 3105

Vic Near ICI Research Station, Sth Croydon 0 1 1

Vic Warneet, Westernport 0 111 111

Vic Mann's  Beach, Corner Inlet 0 17969 17969

Vic Point Cook, Al tona 0 933 933

Vic Point Henry, Geelong 0 24 24

Vic Port Albert, Corner Inlet 0 30 30

Vic Powl ing Street Wetlands, Port Fairy 0 136 136

Vic Rhyl l , Phi l l ip Is land 133 1719 1852

Vic Roussac's  Farm, near Foster, Corner Inlet 0 1351 1351

Vic Sandy Point, East French Is land 0 45 45

Vic Sandy Point, Shal low Inlet 0 2811 2811

Vic Seaford Swamp 0 188 188

Vic Sth Swan Bay, Queenscl i ff 0 27 27

Vic Stockyard Point, Lang Lang, Westernport 11 11336 11347

Vic Swan Is land, Queenscl i ff 0 28239 28239

Vic The Gurdies, Westernport 0 3031 3031

Vic Toora 0 71 71

Vic Tooradin 0 95 95

Vic Tortoise Head, French Is land 0 35 35

Vic Towong, Gibson's  Soak 0 3 3

Vic Warrambool , Second Bay, Shel ly Beach 0 2 2

Vic West end of Phi l l ip Is land 0 4 4

Vic West Head, Fl inders 0 2137 2137

Vic Western Treatment Plant, Werribee 297 75285 75582

Vic Yal lock Creek, near Kooweerup 1086 46661 47747

Vic Yambuk Estuary Beach 0 120 120

Vic VIC - Yambuk Estuary Beach 0 94 94

Unknown 2 439 441

Sum 4136 271002 273112
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Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Sum

Banded Stilt 294 173 12 352 84 56 430 545 0 0 0 151 2097

Bar-tailed Godwit 1098 1602 830 98 24 1068 315 286 78 551 286 583 6819

Black-fronted Dotterel 0 0 7 0 11 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 21

Black-tailed Godwit 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 4

Black-winged Stilt 6 8 0 0 0 0 2 13 0 4 2 51 86

Broad-billed Sandpiper 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7

Cox's Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Curlew Sandpiper 11173 4726 3341 505 237 137 504 946 550 1539 2600 8477 34735

Double-banded Plover 0 10 294 495 870 1113 1458 1067 1 0 0 2 5310

Far Eastern Curlew 26 173 18 0 24 18 21 76 175 152 180 100 963

Great Knot 205 149 18 0 0 45 25 6 16 116 78 131 789

Greater Sandplover 21 4 6 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 34

Greenshank 69 135 122 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 178 61 606

Grey-tailed Tattler 30 0 1 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 1 1 40

Grey Plover 38 20 9 6 0 9 0 0 2 102 43 4 233

Hooded Plover 36 12 36 16 2 15 0 2 4 7 21 19 170

Latham's Snipe 99 49 0 13 0 0 0 0 113 162 111 71 618

Lesser Sandplover 68 5 15 7 2 3 2 0 0 1 15 11 129

Little Stint 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 13

Long-toed Stint 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Marsh Sandpiper 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2

Masked Lapwing 6 11 94 18 8 13 4 1 4 5 22 17 203

Oriental Plover 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Pacific Golden Plover 31 28 69 2 0 0 0 0 0 31 70 66 297

Painted Snipe 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Pectoral Sandpiper 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3

Pied Oystercatcher 212 285 474 706 831 1143 956 549 242 43 68 160 5669

Red-capped Plover 69 97 94 139 211 121 78 40 19 31 55 71 1025

Red-kneed Dotterel 0 10 0 20 1 44 25 2 12 8 23 8 153

Red-necked Avocet 346 0 0 8 14 0 19 82 275 171 51 93 1059

Red-necked Phalarope 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Red-necked Stint 36897 23570 17354 6139 724 1440 2772 2139 3508 8586 18354 49884 171367

Red Knot 1004 657 316 223 47 688 645 141 96 1345 621 333 6116

Ruddy Turnstone 510 824 3874 2560 49 23 79 179 138 296 1873 1207 11612

Sanderling 376 1128 3722 1206 0 0 0 5 0 265 1195 987 8884

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2833 1403 282 3 0 0 5 16 512 623 774 5779 12230

Sooty Oystercatcher 22 106 89 294 262 407 358 165 0 1 12 5 1721

Terek Sandpiper 16 2 1 1 2 0 2 1 0 1 1 12 39

Whimbrel 3 2 41 0 0 1 0 0 1 4 3 0 55

Sum 55495 35194 31120 12815 3403 6351 7702 6261 5746 14089 26642 68296 273114

 Table 7: Waders processed in each month: All data 
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Table 8: Waders leg-flagged by VWSG: All data

Species 1979- 

1989

1990-

1999

2000-20092010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Sum

Austral ian Painted Snipe -   -         -          1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Banded Sti l t -   1,400     334         56 333 15 1127 0 80 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1945

Bar-ta i led Godwit -   -         3,071      349 284 262 10 178 139 195 24 49 101 0 5 11 22 0 6100

Black-fronted Dotterel -   -         1             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 5

Black-ta i led Godwit -   -         1             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Black-winged Sti l t -   -         21           0 2 0 5 0 2 0 0 0 6 26 0 0 0 0 62

Broad-bi l led Sandpiper -   -         -          0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Common Greenshank -   -         1,874      411 53 284 504 446 649 389 434 274 370 172 92 328 87 247 6614

Curlew Sandpiper -   -         237         11 38 73 18 129 75 24 60 82 10 12 16 3 19 129 936

Double-banded Plover -   -         36           0 44 18 0 4 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 105

Far Eastern Curlew -   -         116         0 4 5 0 2 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 131

Great Knot -   -         65           0 0 0 0 4 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 72

Grey Plover -   -         43           0 2 0 0 10 5 4 2 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 72

Hooded Plover -   -         4             2 7 1 6 13 16 21 21 7 2 12 9 10 4 9 144

Latham's Snipe -   -         -          0 0 0 0 0 13 43 97 35 14 8 0 0 0 0 210

Li ttle Stint -   -         2             0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 3 8

Masked Lapwing -   -         29           0 1 2 0 2 3 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 0 41

Oriental  Plover -   -         1             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Paci fic Golden Plover -   -         31           0 2 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37

Pectoral  Sandpiper -   -         -          0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Pied Oystercatcher 589  1,456     1,805      79 177 309 222 168 177 75 89 12 16 7 15 46 42 45 5329

Red Knot -   -         61           7 7 22 4 21 45 22 1 4 3 0 4 0 7 5 213

Red-capped Plover -   -         1             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2

Red-kneed Dotterel -   -         56           0 0 201 83 200 180 0 0 15 1 5 0 0 0 0 741

Red-necked Avocet 66    29,954   48,316    1797 2767 2224 2525 2425 4031 2487 2291 406 748 617 720 874 587 1224 104059

Red-necked Stint -   -         1,396      21 50 80 4 21 74 48 41 13 2 0 9 0 0 0 1759

Ruddy Turnstone -   2            2,535      585 755 326 574 661 507 300 468 422 566 76 170 263 215 106 8531

Sanderl ing -   -         2,318      366 489 489 250 211 85 30 143 6 111 0 123 323 87 194 5225

Sharp-ta i led Sandpiper -   -         3,155      12 120 102 141 108 575 40 34 480 132 103 99 0 135 101 5337

Sooty Oystercatcher 68    395        817         68 8 66 40 41 49 19 14 4 2 1 2 15 7 6 1622

Terek Sandpiper -   -         4             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5

Whimbrel -   -         29           0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 31

Sum 723 33207 66359 3765 5144 4482 5513 4645 6710 3699 3719 1818 2094 1039 1266 1873 1215 2070 149341
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Table 9 Waders leg-flagged in South Australia: All Data

Species 1993, 1995, 

1996 & 1998

2000-

2009

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 20222023 2024 Sum

Banded Stilt 0 334 56 333 12 1025 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1760

Bar-tailed Godwit 3 11 0 0 12 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32

Broad-billed Sandpiper0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Common Greenshank0 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 7

Curlew Sandpiper 0 220 4 18 0 7 8 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 262

Double-banded Plover0 33 5 30 12 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 83

Great Knot 0 0 0 0 4 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Grey Plover 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 5 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21

Hooded Plover 0 4 2 5 1 6 13 16 18 13 7 2 11 9 10 4 7 128

Masked Lapwing 0 14 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18

Pacific Golden Plover 0 31 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 35

Pied Oystercatcher 2 21 5 5 15 11 10 3 9 6 10 4 6 5 5 5 17 139

Red-capped Plover 0 30 2 3 8 0 17 20 14 1 0 1 0 3 0 2 0 101

Red-necked Stint 270 1767 238 444 99 417 390 121 166 18 69 218 0 42 210 112 57 4638

Red Knot 0 13 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 35

Ruddy Turnstone 2 1344 204 400 71 215 323 254 104 127 83 175 76 102 131 81 32 3724

Sanderling 0 2006 348 489 487 250 211 85 30 143 6 111 0 0 188 46 39 4439

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper0 142 0 81 41 1 23 5 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 295

Sooty Oystercatcher 0 5 1 0 2 8 3 0 0 1 3 2 1 1 0 0 0 27

Sum 277 5975 865 1811 766 1946 1019 515 347 334 181 513 94 162 544 250 152 15751
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ABBBS Recovery Reports Received 1 July 2024 ï 30 June 2025 

Mem Smith 

Recovery reports are records of banded birds observed in the field and submitted to the 
Australian Bat and Bird Banding Scheme (ABBBS). These reports provide VWSG with 
details like band number, engraved leg flag, sighting location, bird status (alive, injured or 
dead) and original banding data. There were 194 recoveries of which 12 (7%) were dead. 

ABBBS recoveries may also appear as sightings in the BirdMark portal; see the BirdMark 
Sightings Report in this Bulletin. 
 

1. Terns 

Caspian Tern  

There were six Caspian Tern recoveries. Two birds were recovered at Shoalhaven, New 

South Wales (NSW); both having travelled over 650km from Mud Island, Victoria (Vic) where 

they were banded as nestlings in 2017. A third bird was banded near Manns Beach, Vic in 

2000 and was recovered at Shoalhaven, NSW. The ABBBS longevity record for Caspian 

Tern is 29 years. 

Greater Crested Tern  

There were 14 Crested Tern recoveries. Seven were recovered dead in the wild; four of 

these birds were banded 20 to 25 years ago. All birds were banded as a nestling or one year 

old; four were banded on Mud Island, six on Phillip Island and one at Manns Beach, Vic. 

Three birds were recovered in Ballina, NSW which is close to 1300km from where they were 

banded. One bird was recovered in Caloundra, Queensland (Qld) which is 1500km from 

where it was banded on Phillip Island in 2009. 

While Crested Tern generally return to the same breeding site each year birds may move to 

join or establish other colonies. Adult birds have been recorded moving between Mud Island 

and Phillip Island and Phillip Island and King Island, but there has been less interchange 

with birds in the Corner Inlet area, Vic. However, in 2019 birds from Phillip Island and Corner 

Inlet established a colony at Kanowna Island east of Wilson Promontory1. 

Some terns recorded as breeding at King Island were recaptured at Phillip Island in 2024. 

Other Terns  

There have been no recoveries of Common, Fairy, Little, Whiskered or White-winged Black 

Tern in this 12-month period. 

2. Oystercatchers  

Sooty Oystercatcher  

Ten recoveries were received for Sooty Oystercatcher. Seven birds were banded in the 

Corner Inlet area and the same birds were recovered in this area. Two birds banded in South 

Australia (SA) were recovered at Carpenters Rocks, SA; one was 634km from Port Vincent, 

 
1ШFromant, A., Eizenberg, Y. H., Jessop, R., Lecôhvien, A., Geeson, J. J., & Arnould, J. P. Y. 
(2020). Colony relocation of Greater Crested Terns ñThalasseus bergiiò in Bass Strait, south-

eastern Australia. Australian Field Ornithology, 37, 166ï171. 

https://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/informit.699276796975440 
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SA where it was banded. The oldest bird was banded on King Island, Tasmania (Tas) in 

2000 and recovered at Flinders Beach, Vic. These are often long-lived birds.  

Pied Oystercatcher 

There were 79 recoveries of Pied Oystercatchers; 47 birds were recovered in Vic, nine in 

South Australia, 12 in NSW and 11 in Tas.  

Some birds were recovered close to where they were banded such as the seven in SA and 

there was also movement of birds between states. Nine birds travelled to the NSW coast 

from the Corner Inlet area, which is not unusual; one was reported near Byron Bay 1341km 

away. Out of the 10 birds recovered in Tas, seven were banded in the Corner Inlet area.  

These birds are also long- lived; seven were banded between 20 and 33 years ago.  

Southern Island Pied Oystercatcher 

The Southern Island Pied Oystercatcher is one of two common oystercatcher species found 

in New Zealand. One of these oystercatchers, banded in 2016 at Stockyard Point, Vic was 

recovered three times near Harrington, NSW. 

Table 1 Number of recovery reports from each state 

 Species Victoria Tasmania New 
South 
Wales 

South 
Australia 

ACT Total 

Pied 
Oystercatcher 

47 11 12 9 0 79 

Sooty 
Oystercatcher 

7 1 0 2 0 10 

Total 
 

54 12 12 11 0 89 

 

Table 2 Pied Oystercatcher Recoveries 

Recovery 
Date 
  

Recovery 
Location  
  

Banded  Time 
between 
Recovery 
and Banding   

Dist ance 
Travelled  
Km 
  

Date Location  Age  

14/07/2024 Goolwa South 
Beach, SA 

15/01/2024 Near Port 
MacDonnell, 
SA 

Nestling 0 years  
5 months 28 
days 

262 

30/03/2025 .ŀƭŘ IƛƭƭΣ tƻǊǘ 
²ŀƪŜŬŜƭŘΣ {! 

нсκммκнлмт .ŀƭŘ IƛƭƭΣ tƻǊǘ 
²ŀƪŜŬŜƭŘΣ {! 

нҌ т ȅŜŀǊǎ п ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
п Řŀȅǎ 

л 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ нсκлпκнллу .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

о мт ȅŜŀǊǎ л ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
м Řŀȅǎ 

о 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ мтκлтκнлмм .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

пҌ мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ф ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
мл Řŀȅǎ 

р 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ муκлрκнлмп .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

пҌ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ мм 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ф Řŀȅǎ 

р 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ мнκлуκнлмп wƻǳǎǎŀŎϥǎ CŀǊƳΣ 
CƻǎǘŜǊΣ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

н мл ȅŜŀǊǎ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
мр Řŀȅǎ 

мп 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ нсκлоκнллс .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

оҌ мф ȅŜŀǊǎ м ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
м Řŀȅǎ 

р 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ моκлуκнлнн .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

пҌ н ȅŜŀǊǎ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
мп Řŀȅǎ 

р 

27/04/2025 ¢ƻƻǊŀ .ŜŀŎƘΣ ±ƛŎ мрκлтκнллт .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

н мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ф ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
мн ŘŀȅǎΦ 

р 
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10/04/2025 ²ŀƭƭŀƎŀ [ŀƪŜΣ b{² нсκлпκнллу .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

м мс ȅŜŀǊǎ мм 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ мр ŘŀȅǎΦ 

пмт 

17/04/2025 YŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ {! ммκмнκнлно YŀƴƎŀǊƻƻ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ 
{! 

bŜǎǘƭƛƴƎ м ȅŜŀǊǎ п ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
с Řŀȅǎ 

но 

08/05/2025 aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ wƛǾŜǊΣ ±ƛŎ нκлтκнлмс aŀƴƴǎ ōŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

о у ȅŜŀǊǎ мл ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
с Řŀȅǎ 

моо 

14/05/2025 [ŀƪŜǎ 9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣ ±ƛŎ ммκлрκнлмо wƘȅƭƭΣ ±ƛŎ н мн ȅŜŀǊǎ л ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
о Řŀȅǎ 

нпн 

24/05/2025 /ǳƴƧǳǊƻƴƎ 
.ŜŀŎƘΣb{² 

моκлуκнллс .ŀǊǊȅ .ŜŀŎƘΣ 
/ƻǊƴŜǊ LƴƭŜǘΣ ±ƛŎ 

о му ȅŜŀǊǎ ф ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
мм Řŀȅǎ 

рну 

10/01/2025 Stockyard Point, 
Lang Lang, Vic 

26/04/2024 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

4+ 0 years  
8 months 15 
days 

5 

10/01/2025 Stockyard Point, 
Lang Lang, Vic 

26/04/2024 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

4+ 0 years  
8 months 15 
days 

5 

30/01/2025 Duck Bay, King 
Island, Tas 

30/11/2023 Whistler Point, 
King Island, 
Tas 

2+ 1 year 2 months 0 

6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 4/08/2023 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 1 years  
1 month  
2 days 

5 

31/01/2025 Whalebone Beach, 
King Island, Tas 

25/11/2014 Manuka, North 
Bay, King 
Island, Tas 

3+ 10 years  
2 months 

2 

21/07/2024 Sisters Beach, Tas 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 10 years  
2 months  
3 days 

254 

6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 10 years  
3 months  
19 days 

5 

5/12/2024 Rocky Cape, Tas 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 10 years  
6 months  
17 days 

253 

19/01/2025 Sisters Beach, Tas 18/05/2014 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 10 years  
8 months  
1 days 

254 

26/10/2024 Indented Head, Vic 21/09/2013 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

3+ 11 years  
1 months  
5 days 

76 

1/07/2024 Western Treatment 
Plant (WTP), Vic 

3/07/2012 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

1 11 years  
11 months 28 
days 

96 

19/01/2025 Stingray Bay, 
Warrnambool, Vic 

21/09/2013 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

2 11 years  
3 months  
29 days 

267 

6/09/2024 Shoalhaven Heads 
Beach, NSW 

20/06/2012 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 12 years  
2 months  
17 days 

550 

22/12/2024 Snowy River, 
Marlo, Vic 

2/09/2012 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

2 12 years  
3 months  
20 days 

273 

8/12/2024 Pt Smythe Coastal 
Reserve, Venus 
Bay, Vic 

3/07/2012 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

4+ 12 years  
5 months  
5 days 

42 

31/12/2024 Saltwater Creek, 
Green Cape, NSW 

20/06/2012 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3 12 years  
6 months  
11 days 

325 

21/01/2025 Box Bank Island, 
Corner Inlet, Vic 

21/06/2012 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 12 years  
7 months  
0 days 

2 

13/08/2024 Lake Tyres, Vic 17/05/2011 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

1 13 years  
2 months  
27 days 

230 

2/11/2024 Griffiths Island, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

17/05/2011 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

3 13 years  
5 months  
16 days 

288 
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19/01/2025 Toora Beach, Vic 17/07/2011 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 13 years  
6 months  
2 days 

5 

26/11/2024 Yellow Rock 
Beach, Tas 

17/05/2011 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

4+ 13 years  
6 months  
9 days 

204 

26/08/2024 Friendly Beaches, 
Freycinet NP, Tas 

14/08/2010 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

2 14 years  
0 months  
12 days 

402 

21/09/2024 Friendly Beaches, 
Freycinet NP, Tas 

14/08/2010 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

2 14 years  
1 months  
7 days 

404 

21/01/2025 Box Bank Island, 
Corner Inlet, Vic 

25/06/2009 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 15 years  
6 months  
27 days 

2 

3/01/2025 Lake Conjola, NSW 13/08/2006 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3 18 years  
4 months  
21 days 

528 

11/01/2025 Toora Beach, Vic 26/03/2006 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3+ 18 years  
9 months  
16 days 

5 

6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 13/08/2022 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 2 years  
0 months  
24 days 

5 

13/07/2024 Goolwa South, SA 10/01/2022 Brown Bay, 
Port 
MacDonnell, 
SA 

Nestling 2 years  
6 months  
3 days 

333 

7/12/2024 Peninsular St, 
Hastings Point, 
NSW 

1/08/2004 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

2 20 years  
4 months  
 
6 days 

1341 

18/03/2025 Rhyll, Vic 16/06/2004 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3+ 20 years  
9 months  
2 days 

139 

2/01/2025 Kianga headland, 
NSW 

2/08/2003 Roussacs 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4 21 years  
5 months  
0 days 

447 

1/02/2025 Rhyll, Vic 16/06/2003 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

 
21 years  
7 months  
16 days 

136 

2/02/2025 Rhyll, Vic 17/06/2003 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3+ 21 years  
7 months  
16 days 

136 

11/03/2025 Wagonga Inlet, 
Narooma, NSW 

2/08/2003 Roussaacs 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4 21 years  
7 months  
9 days 

447 

28/07/2024 Cape Conran, Vic 28/06/199 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

3+ 25 years 
1 months  
0 days 

287 

21/01/2025 Box Bank Island, 
Corner Inlet, Vic 

11/09/1994 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

2 30 years  
4 months  
10 days 

116 

28/12/2024 Flinders Beach, 
Western Port Bay, 
Vic 

13/08/1994 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 30 years 
 4 months 15 
days 

122 

28/07/2024 Cape Conran, Vic 7/05/1993 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 31 years  
2 months  
21 days 

193 

4/09/2024 Fairhaven, French 
Island, Vic 

29/06/1991 French Island, 
Vic 

3+ 33 years  
2 months  
6 days 

4 

1/02/2025 Rhyll, Vic 23/02/2019 Rhyll, Vic 4+ 5 years  
11 months  
9 days 

2 

19/03/2025 Rhyll, Vic 23/02/2019 Rhyll, Vic 4+ 6 years 5 
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0 months  
23 days 

6/11/2024 Curdies River 
Estuary, 
Peterborough, Vic 

1/01/2018 Brown Bay, 
Port 
MacDonnell, 
SA 

Nestling 6 years  
10 months 
 5 days 

188 

13/07/2024 Metung, Vic 24/07/2017 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

2 6 years  
11 months 19 
days 

173 

21/09/2024 Bald Hill Beach, 
Port Wakefield, SA 

26/11/2017 Bald Hill 
Beach, Port 
Wakefield, SA 

2+ 6 years  
9 months  
26 days 

0 

22/12/2024 Bald Hill Beach, 
Port Wakefield, SA 

26/11/2017 Bald Hill 
Beach, Port 
Wakefield, SA 

2+ 7 years  
0 months  
26 days 

0 

1/02/2025 Burgess Bay, 
Currie, Tas 

9/12/2017 Currie, King 
Island, Tas 

4+ 7 years  
1 month 

0 

6/09/2024 Toora Beach, Vic 24/07/2017 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4 7 years  
1 months  
13 days 

14 

30/06/2024 Cave Beach, Jervis 
bay, NSW 

5/07/2016 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

 
7 years  
11 months 25 
days 

548 

2/02/2025 Bald Hill Beach, 
Port Wakefield, SA 

26/11/2017 Bald Hill 
Beach, Port 
Wakefield, SA 

2+ 7 years  
2 months  
6 days 

0 

23/03/2025 Bald Hill Beach, 
Port Wakefield, SA 

26/11/2017 Bald Hill 
Beach, Port 
Wakefield, SA 

2+ 7 years  
3 months  
25 days 

0 

22/11/2024 Lake Entrance 
Beach, Vic 

24/07/2017 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 7 years  
3 months  
29 days 

182 

21/09/2024 Callala Bay, NSW 22/04/2017 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

1 7 years  
4 months  
30 days 

594 

28/11/2024 Bunga Arm, Boole 
Poole, Lakes 
Entrance, Vic 

24/07/2017 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3 7 years  
4 months  
4 days. 

164 

7/01/2025 Marshall Bay, 
Flinders Is, Tas 

30/04/2017 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

1 7 years  
8 months  
8 days 

187 

7/01/2025 Estuary Beach, 
Nelson, Vic 

20/02/2016 Brown Bay, 
Port 
McDonnell, SA 

Nestling 8 years  
10 months 18 
days 

13 

29/11/2024 Bunga Arm, Boole 
Poole, Lakes 
Entrance, Vic 

25/07/2017 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 8 years  
4 months  
4 days. 

166 

24/11/2024 Port Sorell, Tas 3/08/2015 Roussac's 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3 9 years  
3 months  
21 days 

270 

1/01/2025 Toora Beach, Vic 3/08/2015 Roussacs 
Farm, Foster, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

2 9 years  
4 months  
29 days 

14 

9/11/2024 Tathra beach, 
NSW 

29/01/2015 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

2 9 years  
9 months  
11 days 

386 

4/02/2025 Bald Hill Beach,  
Port Wakefield, SA 

26/11/2016 Bald Hill 
Beach, Port 
Wakefield, SA 

2+ 9 years  
2 months  
9 days 

0 
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20/04/2025 Bastion Point, 
Mallacoota, Vic 

14/08/2010 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 14 years  
8 months  
6 days 

320 

23/04/2025 Dream Is, 
Nooramunga 
Coastal Park, Vic 

18/04/2010 Barry Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

3+ 15 years  
0 months  
5 days 

43 

24/04/2025 Dream Is, 
Nooramunga 
Coastal Park, Vic 

21/06/2012 Manns Beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

4+ 12 years  
10 months  
2 days 

6 

27/04/2025 Stingray Bay, Vic 21/09/2013 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

2 11 years  
7 months  
6 days 

267 

19/03/2025 Rhyll, Vic 16/06/2003 Manns beach, 
Corner Inlet, 
Vic 

Unknown 21 years  
9 months  
2 days 

139 

21/11/2024 Old Bar Beach, 
NSW 

6/08/2016 Stockyard 
Point, Lang 
Lang, Vic 

3+ 8 years  
3 months  
15 days 

958 

 

3. Sanderling  

There were 26 Sanderling recoveries. Twenty-one were recovered near Port Fairy, Vic close 

to where they were banded, one at the Western Treatment Plant, Werribee and one at 

Brown Bay near Port MacDonnell, SA. A Sanderling was also recovered in Shidaihama, 

Seiro, Kitakambara District, Niigata, Japan; 8493km away from where it was banded at 

Killarney Beach, near Port Fairy.  

All birds were banded within the last three years as part of the Sanderling Tracking Project 

which commenced in 2022. The projectôs aim is to ascertain how Sanderling utilise different 

coastal habitats during their non-breeding season in Australia, with a focus on the coastline 

spanning from Warrnambool in Victoria to Port MacDonnell in South Australia. 

Table 3 Sanderling Recoveries 

Recovery 
Date 

  

Recovery 
Location  
  

Banded  
  

   

Time between 
Recovery and 
Banding  

Distance  
Travelled 
Km 

 

Date        Location 
  

Age  

20/07/2024 Shidaihama, 
Seiro, 
Kitakambara 
District, Niigata, 
Japan 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 1 years  
7 months 
4 days 

8493 

8/10/2024 Sandy Point, Vic 31/03/2023 Danger Point, 
Brown Bay, 
Port 
MacDonnell 
SA 

2+ 1 years  
6 months  
7 days 

469 

9/10/2024 Sandy Point, Vic 12/04/2022 Brown Bay, 
Port 
MacDonnellSA 

2+ 2 years  
5 months 26 
days 

468 

30/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

8/11/2023 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

1+ 1 years  
1 months 22 
days 

28 

30/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
10 months 1 
days 

1 

1/01/2025 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2 2 years  
0 months 16 
days 

0 
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6/01/2025 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years 10 
months 8 days 

1 

9/12/2025 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
11 months 11 
days 

1 

10/12/2025 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
1 months 24 
days 

1 

31/01/2025 Western 
Treatment Plant 
(WTP), Werribee, 
Vic 

3/12/2021 Yambuk 
Estuary 
Beach, Vic 

2+ 3 years 1  
months  
28 days 

220 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

1 2 years 0 
months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

8/04/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
8 months  
0 days 

240 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
0 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
9 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
9 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
0 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
9 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
9 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
9 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
0 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
0 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years 0 
months 0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

16/12/2022 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 2 years  
0 months  
0 days 

1 

26/12/2024 Brown Bay, Port 
MacDonnell, SA 

31/03/2023 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 1 years  
8 months  
0 days 

135 

26/12/2024 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

29/02/2024 Killarney 
Beach, Port 
Fairy, Vic 

2+ 0 years  
9 months  
0 days 

1 

15/01/2025 Killarney Beach, 
Port Fairy, Vic 

8/11/2023 Yambuk 
Estuary, Vic 

1 1 years  
2 months  
7 days 

23 
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4. Ruddy Turnstone 

Studies have found that turnstones have strong site loyalty, being known to return to the 

same beach each summer. Therefore, it is not surprising that most of the 35 birds recovered 

were seen within 25km of their banding location. 

However, one turnstone banded on King Island, Tas in 2021 was recovered on the Island of 

Iturup, Kasatka Bay, Japan which is 9440km away. It was travelling to its breeding grounds 

in the high Arctic tundra.  

5. Curlew Sandpiper 

No Curlew Sandpiper were recovered in the last 12 months.  

6. Double-banded Plover 

The Double-banded Plover is the only Australian wader that migrates east to west. It arrives 

in late March from New Zealand and leaves in August. There is also an inter-island migration 

within New Zealand. 

Two Double-banded Plover were recovered. One bird banded on King Island was recovered 

at Upukerora River, Te Anau, Southland, NZ. The other bird was banded and recovered at 

Stockyard Point, Lang Lang, Vic. 

7. Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

All eight Sharp-tailed Sandpiper were banded at WTP, Werribee. Five birds were recovered 

at WTP and two at Rhyll, Vic. The other sandpiper was recovered at Teralba, NSW 860km 

away. 

8. Bar-tailed Godwit  

One Bar-tailed Godwit was recovered. It was banded at Barwon Heads, Vic in 2012 and 

recovered at Whangarei Harbour, Northland, North Island, NZ having flown 26,598km. 

Godwit are renowned for their epic migrations from their breeding grounds in the Arctic to 

their non-breeding grounds in New Zealand. They undertake this journey twice a year, flying 

from the Northern Hemisphere's tundra to the Southern Hemisphere's shores for warmer 

weather and abundant food. However, many godwits spend their juvenile years in Australia 

and sometimes stopover here before reaching New Zealand. 

9. Black-winged Stilt 

Two Black-winged Stilt were banded and recovered at WTP, Werribee; one was banded in 

2019 and the other in 2020. 

10. Red-capped Plover 

One Red-capped Plover was recovered. It was banded and recovered in Rhyll, Vic.  

11. Red-necked Stint 

Seven Red-necked Stint were recovered. Six birds were recovered at WTP, Werribee which 

was where they were banded except for one which was banded at Brown Bay, Port 

MacDonnell, SA 693km away. One bird was banded and recovered in Corner Inlet, Vic. 

 

 

 



23 

 

BirdMark Bird Sightings, Jan ï Dec 2024 

Mem Smith 

BirdMark has now more than 670,000 sightings in its database. Over 7000 contributors have 

observed 76 different species, and the oldest resighting is a bird banded in 1981.  

Close to 2,000 birds banded by the Victorian Wader Study Group were sighted in Australia 

and reported to BirdMark in 2024. Pied Oystercatchers (440) and Sanderling (675) were the 

most sighted.  

Birds sighted in countries other than Australia totalled 140. Bar-tailed Godwits were again 

the most sighted birds, predominantly in South Korea. 

Table 1 VWSG banded birds seen in countries other than Australia 2024 

Species 
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Sum  

Curlew 
Sandpiper 

8 3    1 1  13 

Red Knot 2        2 

Ruddy 
Turnstone 

17 1  1 1   22 42 

Sanderling 21  2  4    27 

Red -
necked 
Stint  

2        2 

Bar-tailed 
Godwit 

1  4  49    54 

Sum 51 4 6 1 54 1 1 22 140 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruddy Turnstone (Unknown photographer) 
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Tern Breeding and Banding Report July 1, 2024 ï June 30, 2025 
Mem Smith & Jeff Campbell 

 

1. Victoria 

 

¶ Point Grant, Summerland Peninsular, Phillip Island, Victoria 

 

Greater Crested Terns 

The summer of 2022 was the first time Greater Crested Terns bred at Point Grant and The 

Nobbies for many years. A recce in November indicated that the terns were still in good 

numbers in 2024.  

 

In December, a team met at The Nobbies Centre car park for an early start due to the warm 
weather and to avoid attracting the attention of visitors. The Nature Parks staff marked out 
the track down the hill to the creche which was located adjacent to the cobble beach.  
 
Three corrals were used to catch and band a total of 763 chicks. The chicks were being fed 
bait fish; Blue Bait and Sprats which are oily fish and have higher calorific value than squid 
which was being bought back in November. The chicks felt thin as their breast bones were 
protruding.  
 

 
Greater Crested Tern colony at Point Grant 06/12/2024    Photo Roz Jessop 
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Greater Crested Tern chicks at Point Grant 17/12/2024    Photo Roz Jessop 
 

 
Greater Crested Tern chicks in creche 20/12/2024     Photo Roz Jessop 
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Fairy Terns 
There were between fifty and one hundred Fairy Terns seen at Phillip Island on 24 
November 2024. However, two days later they had moved to a different location. The birds 
had returned by December when 123 adults, Jon Fallaw, Phillip Island Nature Parks Ranger 
reported 69 nests and 136 eggs. (See his report in this Bulletin) 
 
Caspian Terns 
Meagan Tucker and Annie Preston saw 42 Caspian Terns at Observation Point on Phillip 
Island. 
 

¶ French Island  
 
Fairy Terns 
Two Fairy Terns were sighted on French Island in November by Kaye Treloar. They were 
diving for fish and were engaging in aerial displays over the island.  
 

¶ Mud Island, Port Phillip Bay, Victoria 
 

Greater Crested Terns  

There were two field trips to Mud Islandôs tern colony: one in November and another in 

December 2024. A big thank you to Parks Victoria for ferrying our volunteers from 

Queenscliff to Mud Island.  

 

When the November team reached the usual nesting place for the Crested Tern colony, they 

found that the small sand dunes were heavily eroded and looked unsuitable for nesting 

terns. The Crested Terns were finally sighted close to the Caspian Tern colony about halfway 

around the island from the drop off point. The Crested Tern colony appears to be stable; 

there were an estimated 2,500 breeding pairs in November 2024 compared to an estimated 

2,650 pairs in 2023. In December the colony had expanded to an estimated 3,000 breeding 

pairs. 

 

During the first field trip, the team counted thirty-eight Caspian Tern breeding pairs. Six 

Caspian chicks were banded and flagged then released close to the nesting area. 

 

The team read 104 Crested Tern leg bands; 8 bands were in error. Using the VWSG 
database BirdMark to analyse 96 bands, some interesting trends emerged:  

¶ Sixty-three birds were banded as chicks on Mud Island, 32 at The Nobbies, Phillip Island 
and one off Manns Beach, Corner Inlet. These results reconfirmed the movement of the 
birds between Mud Island and Phillip Island.  

¶ The average age of the birds was 16.25 years.  

¶ The oldest bird was 28 years old; banded on Mud Island in December 1996.  

¶ The three youngest birds were six years old; banded on Mud Island in 

November/December 2018. This is older than previous studies that have Crested Terns 

nesting at four and five years old. More research needs to be undertaken in this area. 

 

In December, the team banded six hundred and eighty Crested Tern chicks were banded 

using the usual method of walking chicks into a corral. Once banded, each chick was 

released outside the corral where it was quickly reunited with a parent. A single Caspian Tern 

was also banded during this trip. Two corrals were set up throughout the day; the first was 

located at the start of the colony and the second more centrally to catch the remaining 

unbanded chicks. 
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Greater Crested Tern Colony November 2024     Photo Thomas Cannse 

 

 
 

 

 

Tern chicks being herded 

into a corral  

Photo Renee Douma 
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¶ Fairy Terns 

 

Fairy Terns were not seen on Mud Island in November or December 2024. 

 

Table 1: Total number of Mud Island terns  

 

 Number 
of adults 

Nesting 
number 
adults 

Comments 

Greater Crested Terns 6,000 * 3,000 680 chicks banded 
104 bands read 

Caspian tern colony  
 

38  6 chicks banded 
 
 

Fairy Terns   No evidence of nesting 
 

*  Assumption that there were partners for the observed nesting birds 

 
2. King Island, Tasmania 

 

In November 2024, the Greater Crested Tern colony was back to Burgess Bay where the 

terns have nested on many of previous visits. There were an estimated 1750 pairs of terns 

nesting. No attempt was made to read bands as the colony had only recently nested and the 

approach resulted in many birds lifting; only some nests had eggs. 

There was no colony at the end of Millers Road this year which is close to the mouth of the 
Ettrick River. 
 

No Crested Tern were capture during the field visit in March 2025. A slight change in 

breeding time by the terns meant that chicks were not available to band in nests. 

 

3. South Australia 

 

 

¶ Greater Crested Terns 

Greater Crested Terns did not nest on the islet in Little Dip Conservation Park this season. 

However, our attention was drawn to the colony on Penguin Island, off Beachport. This is the 

colony where Max Waterman banded almost 20,000 Crested Tern chicks from 1955-1987.  

Due to weather conditions the island could not be accessed for assessment or banding. 

¶ Fairy Terns 

In January, a suspected nesting colony of at least thirty nests was recorded on Cowrie 

Island, near Beachport. Unfortunately, a high tide and swell made access to the island 

dangerous and virtually impossible, so breeding was not confirmed; the site was visited a 

month later and no Fairy Terns were recorded.  

¶ Little Terns 

No Little Tern nests were found. 
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Fairy Tern breeding 2024-25 ï Phillip Island       

Jon Fallaw 

During the 2024-25 season Fairy Terns successfully bred on Phillip Island. On 21/10/24 six 

Fairy Tern were observed prospecting at Observation Point by Roz Jessop. At least four 

nests were present 11/11/24. On 27/12/24, 123 adults, 69 nests and 136 eggs (1egg @ 4 

nests, 2 eggs @ 64 nests, 4 eggs @1 nest). The maximum numbers reported within the 

colony was ~140 adults with 72 nests containing 139 eggs producing at least 65 fledglings. 

The peak number of adults was recorded on 31/01/25. From that date the colony began to 

disperse, there were 55 adults and 65 fledglings on 05/02/25 but all birds were gone just one 

week later. This breeding attempt was the first since 2019-20 during which 31 pairs raising 

49 chicks. óPhillip Island is still a stronghold having produced >30% of the fledglings in the 

state since 2016 and being the only site with success within Port Phillip and Western Port 

Bay since thenô (Sonia Sanchez ï personal communication). 

 

Courtship behaviour 30/12/24. Photo Jon Fallaw 

 

Fairy Tern chicks at Observation Point. Photo Harriet Fallaw 
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Site management, consisting of signage and rope fences, was installed to reduce the impact 

of disturbance as soon as the birds began to establish a nesting colony. This was additional 

to the ongoing management of the site through a Nature Parks project, coordinated by 

Brandan Zerafa, working with BirdLife Australia and Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal 

Corporation, that aims to reduce threats and improve breeding success of fairy terns at 

Observation Point. Funding of the project was from DEECA and co-investment from the 

Nature Parks, Penguin Foundation and Melbourne Water. In 2023ï24, thirty cameras were 

installed with AI technology to send live alerts when feral cats were in the area. Coastal 

weeds have been removed especially marram grass, sea spurge and polygala and replaced 

with indigenous species to enhance nesting habitat. 

The VWSG got involved with a small team on 28/01/25 when Steve Johnson banded 28 of 

the fledglings. They were given orange flags engraved with a 3-letter combination supplies at 

short notice by Ila Marks. The chicks were 10-16 days olds, at this age they have left the 

nest and were caught sheltering amongst the spinifex in the foredune. 

Ш  

Steve Johnson, Viv Morris and Meagan Tucker banding Fairy Tern chicks 28/01/25. Photos 

Jon Fallaw 

The first of the banded chicks 042-91401 óOrange Right CNMô was amazingly the first of the 

fledglings subsequently seen. On 12/07/25, having moved 176km east, it was recorded at 

Marlay Point, Lake Wellington by Matthew Fraser and Anthony Madden along with another 

banded Fairy Tern. There is a real chance it could be an Inverloch Sand Island bird from 

2010 and 2011 when chicks were banded on right tarsus, and plain orange flags on left tibia. 

Being small thin flags (made at Doris Grahamôs flag making parties) they dropped off easily 

with time. Brian Martin Parks Vic and Sue Taylor DELWP then, oversaw the banding/flagging 

performed under Clive Mintonôs permit (Steve Johnson personal Communication). 
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Juvenile Fairy Tern 12/07/25 at Marlay Point, Lake Wellington. Photo Anthony Madden 
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 Victorian Wader (& Tern) Study Group 

Graham Beal 

On a field trip to Yallock Creek at the end of 2024 while waiting for the waders to co-operate 

and the net to be fired, I was chatting to Mem Smith about the recent field outings for the 

purpose of counting Crested Terns and banding chicks at The Nobbies , Philip Island and 

Mud Island , Port Philip Bay. She posed the question as to why the VWSG was involved with 

Tern studies? 

This led me to investigate and do some reminiscing! 

Tern studies have always been an integral part of the VWSGôs activities since the groups 

early days, even though the name does not include them. The official approved Banding 

Project does however mention waders and terns equally. 

On Thursday 7 November 2024 I was lucky enough to be part of the team of seven to go to 

Mud Island for the purpose of banding Crested Tern chicks.  

This was the first time in years that I had participated and I remembered how it used to be a 

wonderful family outing in the mid 90ôs for adults and children with a large boat being hired 

for the day. 

En route we would stop at Popes Eye to marvel at the well-studied Australian Gannet colony.  

I was lucky enough to get a ñ tick ò on the first visit with a new species, a Cape Gannet , a 

South African species that occurs in Victoria in small numbers .We also called in to 

Chinamanôs Hat  occupied by basking Australian Fur Seals, always a delight to see. 

In 1995/96 the chicks were given coloured powder coated bands to recognise when birds 

reach breeding age when observed sitting on nests. Birds with blue and an orange were 

spotted at The Nobbies, Philip Island in December. I wondered if they were birds that I had 

personally banded 28 or 29 years ago?! The Nobbies colony was formed in the summer of 

1994/95. 

Field work commenced at Point Wilson, Sperm Whale Head Gippsland Lakes in Jan ï 

March 1989 to test the practicality and efficacy of cannon netting Terns at ñ loafingò sites, 

with attempts made on January 31 and March 4 - 5 with good numbers of Crested , 

Common , Little and small numbers of Fairy and White-winged Black Terns caught at Sperm 

Whale Head and Rotamah Island until it was no longer viable place to catch there. 

On one visit in the last week of January 1997 a Common Tern banded with a Finnish band 

was a surprising catch.  

Clive commented in the 1997 Bulletin that it was memorable year for Common Tern 

migration studies. On 27 January a bird banded in Victoria was recovered in its breeding 

grounds in eastern central Siberia .It was close to a previous recovery of an Australian 

banded Common Tern recovered in Russia and banded 20 years previously in NSW. 

Clive went on to write; ñ The capture of a bird from Finland was remarkable ,there have been 

several previous recoveries of Common Terns (and Arctic terns) from western Europe in 

Australia but this travelled the greatest distance if assumed that it came via South Africa than 

on a more direct route .This is a reasonable assumption given that the normal ñwintering 

ñgrounds for Finnish Common terns is around the coast of southern Africa and there is no 

evidence of Finnish ringed birds moving in a southerly or easterly direction. 

The movement from Finland via the coasts of western Europe and west / south Africa, and 

then across the southern oceans to Gippsland, Victoria has been calculated at 26,000 kms, 
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this has been accepted by the Guinness Book of Records as the longest documented 

journey of a wild bird. 

Previous records of banded birds in Australia have referred to dead birds or birds that 

subsequently perished due to their storm blown journey. It is pleasing that this Finnish bird 

had survived itôs ordeal, itôs weight and plumage were normal when it was captured on 24 

January. This is especially remarkable as the bird was still only 7 months old!ò 

It had been banded as a chick on 30 June 1996 in central Finland so was estimated to have 

travelled 200 kms a day! 

The first Gull-billed Tern caught and banded by the VWSG was at Yallock Creek , 

Westernport on 12 January 1991. 

Interesting recoveries and colour band sightings from Japan of Little Terns banded at the 

Gippsland Lakes and a first recovery from The Philippines were exciting. It was thought that 

this indicated that the flocks of non-breeding Little Terns that visit the East coast each 

October to March are Japanese birds. 

Little Terns were also caught Albifrons Island and Fairy Tern chicks banded at a colony on 

Clonmel Island , Corner Inlet. 

Clearing away vegetation at Fairy and Crested Tern colonies has also been an important 

task. 

 

 
Fairy Tern juvenile. Photo Sarah Campbell 
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The VWSG Geolocator program 2024-25  

Ken Gosbell, Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, Ila Marks, Maureen Christie, Simeon 

Lisovski, Sara Ryding, Marcel Klaassen 

Introduction 

The following is a brief resume of activities during the 2024/25 season in relation to our 

geolocator program ï this being our 16th year. 

These outcomes have only been possible through the dedication and generosity of the 

VWSG (including Shorebirds SA) field teams and supporters who have volunteered so many 

days under sometimes difficult conditions, to deploy and retrieve these loggers.    

Deployment and retrievals of geolocators by VWSG 

The Table below shows the summary of deployments and retrievals by the VWSG since 

2009 in which a total of 1,405 geolocators have been fitted to shorebirds expected to migrate 

to the northern hemisphere to breed. In summary, 950 geolocators have been deployed on 

Ruddy Turnstone (67% of the total deployed and 77% of those retrieved), 68 on Sanderling, 

23 on Eastern Curlew, 187 on Red-necked Stint (15% of all deployed and 10% of those 

retrieved) and 177 on Curlew Sandpiper (14% and 8% respectively). From the start of the 

program, we have concentrated on Ruddy Turnstone. Notably, the focus on this species on 

King Island has contributed to a longitudinal study spanning 15 years. It is of interest that we 

now have over 330 viable tracks for Ruddy Turnstone showing indications of changing 

migratory behaviour in the face of the changes along their flyway. 

Our current program of geolocators is coming to an end with the only active project over the 

24/25 season being on King Island. Over the past year there were two visits to King Island, 

one in November 2024 and one in March 2025. A total of 15 geolocators were retrieved 

during these visits. As this program is being paused at this stage, no additional geolocators 

were deployed. Of the 15 loggers retrieved, all have been downloaded, and all have viable 

data for at least one year; several of them have up to two years of data. 

The SA team assisted by a Victorian contingent was again very active although, despite 

many fervent attempts, only retrieved one geolocators this year. However they did deploy 

another six on Ruddy Turnstone.  
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Porky Beach Recce.   Images: Roz Jessop, Harry Wooldridge and Janine Thom 

The Future   

 

Although our geolocator program in Victoria and King Island has paused at this stage, the 

deployment of geolocators on Ruddy Turnstone will continue for the time being in SE of SA.  

 

Currently there are several alternative tracking devices, some of which are relatively smaller, 

and which can transmit data to mobile networks or fixed receivers. Some of these options 

are currently being trialled on Sanderling in SA.   

 

The good news is that Prof Marcel Klaassen has been awarded funding to review the 

migration of shorebirds in our flyway. He and his team will look at changes in migration 

timing, using the data collected on the Ruddy Turnstones over the past 15 years. Changes in 

Ruddy Turnstone migration will be linked to climatic and habitat changes along the flyway. 

Furthermore, the team hopes to use the Ruddy Turnstone geolocators in conjunction with 

leg-flag sightings from other species to extend this analysis to other species in our flyway, to 

more generally understand migration timing in the flyway. The aim of this research is also to 

get a clearer picture of how changes in migration timing can change the window for disease 

incursion into Australia, with particular relevance to high pathogenicity avian influenza. To 

Year

% 

retrieved

On Off On Off On Off On Off On Off On Off by year

2009 8 4 8 4 50

2010 75 33 75 33 44

2011 46 13 24 1 23 3 93 17 18

2012 32 12 44 16 5 76 33 43

2013 69 23 1 69 24 35

2014 60 22 60 22 37

2015 107 34 61 168 34 20

2016 88 52 14 88 66 75

2017 86 31 4 60 146 35 24

2018 79 41 60 1 60 10 199 52 26

2019 30 23 50 9 41 8 121 40 33

2020 83 9 16 12 9 7 108 28 26

2021 70 7 7 5 77 12 16

2022 59 25 3 3 59 31 53

2023 52 14 52 14 27

2024 6 16 6 16 267

TOTAL 950 359 68 18 23 8 187 40 177 33 1405 461 35

% 37 26 35 21 19

Ruddy Turnstone Curlew Sandpiper TOTALRed-necked StintEastern CurlewSanderling
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read more about the project, which is funded by the National Environmental Science 

Program (NESP), see this link: https://www.nespmarinecoastal.edu.au/project/4-26/  

 

Publications 

 

A comprehensive list of Publications and Presentations related to this program was 

published in Bulletin 43. 

The latest paper using Geolocator data from VWSG and AWSG has now been published in 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science (PNAS): 
 
Predicting resilience of migratory birds to environmental change 
Simeon Lisovski, Bethany J. Hoye, Jesse R. Conklin, Phil F. Battley, Richard A. Fuller, Ken 
B. Gosbell, Marcel Klaassen, Chengfa Benjamin Lee, Nicholas J. Murray, and Silke Bauerk. 
Edited by Peter Kareiva, Aquarium of the Pacific, Long Beach, CA; received July 3, 2023; 
accepted March 15, 2024 
See: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/380024782_Predicting_resilience_of_migratory_bir
ds_to_environmental_change   
 

Costs   

 

The geolocators have been purchased at an average cost of close to $250 each.  With 1300 

units deployed over the last 16 years this equates to a cost of almost $400,000.    

 

Funding for this long running study has been obtained from a wide range of sources 

including significant contributions made by, or organised by, VWSG members (including 

legacies from two deceased members).  Funds were also raised by a number of special 

activities, particularly at the AGM, which included raffles for items such as wine (generously 

donated by the Myer family) and books (kindly donated by Andrew Isles). We also 

acknowledge the contributions by the Norman Wettenhall Trust and Xenia Dennett to VWSG 

and Australian Research Council and Australian Geographic Society to Deakin University 

collectively enabling this program. Moreover, Friends of Shorebirds SE (FoSSE) has 

contributed $52,000 from sources including Nature Foundation of SA, Kimberley Clark Aust 

P/L, Department of Environment and Water (DEW) and Limestone Coast Landscape Board 

and the Newbery Park Primary School. All are greatly thanked for their most generous help 

which has been fundamental to us being able to undertake geolocator studies on a scale 

which is significant.  

Conclusion   

The VWSGôs geolocator program commenced in early 2009 has proved to be an astounding 

success. We are one of the world leaders in the use of geolocators to study shorebird 

migration. VWSG members are to be congratulated and thanked for the dedication and 

perseverance they have demonstrated through many hours of intensive field work which has 

enabled the deployment of over 1,400 geolocators at five sites in southeastern Australia and 

such a satisfactory retrieval rate to be achieved. This has led to so much significant 

information on migration and other characteristics being obtained. Particular thanks to the 

field team leaders and Ila and Eric for the work they do in mounting the geolocators on leg 

flags

https://www.nespmarinecoastal.edu.au/project/4-26/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/380024782_Predicting_resilience_of_migratory_birds_to_environmental_change
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/380024782_Predicting_resilience_of_migratory_birds_to_environmental_change
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VWSG King Island Report 18 Nov ï 27 Nov 2024 

 
Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, Ila Marks and Eric Miller 

 
The Victorian Wader Studies Group (VWSG) has been visiting King Island once or twice per year 
since March 2007. The prime interest has been the Ruddy Turnstone population which spends its 
non-breeding season there. This is the 17th year and 30th visit of this long-term study. The team of 
eleven members, together with King Island local team members aimed to achieve the following 
objectives: 
 

1. To conduct a population count of Ruddy Turnstone on the complete west coast of the island. 
2. To evaluate the breeding success of Ruddy Turnstone in the 2023 Arctic breeding season by 
measuring the percentages of juveniles in catches. 

3. To retrieve geolocators from Ruddy Turnstone. 
4. To facilitate Deakin Universityôs research project on sampling of birds for the presence of 
avian diseases. 

5. To investigate the movements on King Island and across Bass Strait and population 
structure of Australian Pied Oystercatcher and Sooty Oystercatcher. 
 

 

 
 

On the way to King Island, weather looked OK as we flew along the KI coast. Photo Eric Miller. 
 

1. Population count 
 
As on previous visits, a complete population count of the west coast was conducted on the first day 
during the high tide period. All known sites along the west coast of the island at which Ruddy 
Turnstone are regularly present were visited. The total count of 379 individuals was an improvement 
on last yearôs November count. 
 
As with the count in March some individuals may have been missed, due to continuing unusually 
calm weather on King Island allowing birds to stay out on rocks and not be seen during the count. 
The high tides during November were not particularly high which did not help. 
 
Detailed results of the counts since 2008 are shown in Table 1 and Fig 1. 
No counts were able to be conducted in November 2020 and 2021 due to Covid pandemic travel 
restrictions. 
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Figure 1: Population change in Ruddy Turnstone on King Islandôs west coast in the November/December counts 
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Table1: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone on the west coast of King Island Nov/Dec only 
 

West Coast 
19851 Nov08 

Nov-
Dec11 Nov12 Nov13 

Nov-
Dec14 

Nov-
Dec15 Nov16 Nov17 Nov18 

Nov-
Dec19 Nov20 Nov21 Nov22 Nov23 Nov24 

The Springs - - 61 - 55 34 25 28 45 45 60 n.c n.c 24 12 30 

Whistler Point 106 - 0 -      0 0 n.c n.c 0 0 0 

Duck Bay, Green 
Island Point, South 
Whistler 260 - 130 - 36 112 95 71 80 81 119 n.c n.c 61 69 60 

Northern part TOTAL 366 - 191 - 91 146 120 99 125 126 179 n.c n.c 85 81 90 

Unlucky Bay 20 - 60 - 11 20 13 0 60 50 13 n.c. n.c. 16 0 13 

South Porky 28 - 0 - 37 20 0 5 8 50 20 n.c n.c 19 40 15 
Manuka ï North 
(Whalebone) - - 5 -    35 27 59 84 n.c n.c 0 0 20 

Manuka - Central 67 - 60 - 88 145 127 50 25 30 40 n.c n.c 42 0 20 

Manuka - South - - 0 -    13 25 60 39 n.c n.c 47 0 10 

Currie Harbour - - 0 - n.c. n.c. n.c. 0 0 0 0 n.c n.c 0 0 0 

Currie Golf Course 
(Burgess Bay) 330 - 35 - 69 80 90 69 80 50 47 n.c n.c 7 39 40 

Dripping Wells - - 90 - 60 55 60 60 70 60 38 n.c n.c 35 40 43 

Central part TOTAL 445 - 250 - 265 320 290 232 295 359 281 n.c n.c 166 119 161 

Seal Bay/Black Point - - 200 - n.c. n.c. 150 27 18 32 34 n.c n.c n.c n.c n.c. 

Surprise Bay 
(including Denby 
Beach) - - 12 - 125 182 1 113 55 130 74 n.c n.c 115 0 40 

Stokes Point to 
Surprise Bay - - 67 - 32 32 10 0 6 0 58 n.c n.c 51 58 60 

Stokes Point - - 0 - 33 74 60 30 65 24 31 n.c n.c 17 18 28 
Southern part TOTAL 0 - 279 - 190 288 221 170 144 186 197 n.c n.c 183 76 128 

TOTAL 8111 4133 720 6083 546 754 631 501 564 671 6574 n.c5 n.c5 434 276 379 
1 ï Count data by D.B. Whitchurch; 2 ï plus 48 at Bungaroo; 3 ï No details available 
4 ï 232 birds were counted at the southern part on 3-Dec-19: 5ï No count due to pandemic restrictions
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2. Catching 
 
This visit was the most frustrating we have ever experienced. Every day we were out on the 
beaches setting nets and waiting hours for the turnstone to come ashore to feed. On many 
days they simply remained out on rocks sleeping until the tide dropped enough for them to 
be able to feed amongst the rocks. The beaches along the entire west coast had virtually no 
kelp, although there were other seaweed deposits, which appeared to be providing some 
food for the turnstone. As in March, we had difficulty finding feeding hot spots on which to set 
a net. 
 
Nets were set each day in the hope of making a catch, but only one catch was made at 
Porky Beach, after a long wait, and a bit of luck. An aggressive, nesting, Sooty 
Oystercatcher chased the turnstone into the catching area, resulting in a total catch of 10 
Ruddy Turnstone, two Red-capped Plover and two Red-necked Stint (Table 2). Amazingly, 
we retrieved six geolocators from the 10 Ruddy Turnstone. As the purpose of the November 
visit is to retrieve geolocators it was a fantastic result.  
 

 
Flagged Ruddy Turnstone, the ones with yellow or white flags on upper left have     
geolocators. Photo Sally Leonard. 
 
This visit brings the total number of Ruddy Turnstone caught on King Island since VWSGôs 
first visited in 2007 to 4241 individuals (with 327 individuals of other wader species caught) 
(Table 3). A total of 167 catches has been made. 
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Table 2: VWSG Catch Details: King Island Visit 18 November ï 27 November 2024 
 

Date Location Species New Retrap Total Juv Juv% Geolocator 

22 Nov 
2024 

Porky 
Beach 

Ruddy Turnstone 
 
Red-necked Stint 
 
Red-capped 
Plover 

2 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
2 

8 
 
 
0 
 
 
 
0 

10 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
2 

0 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
0 

0.00 
 
 
100 

 
 
 
0.00 

6 geos  
retrieved 

 

 
Overlooking Duck Bay ï a favourite Ruddy Turnstone roosting site. Photo Eric Miller. 
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Table 3: Catches on King Island 2007-2024 
 

Date of visit Catches Total Turnstone caught Total birds caught 

March 2007 7 241 307 

March 2008 8 419 434 

March-April 2009 6 223 223 

March 2010 8 211 217 

November 2010 3 71 71 

April 2011 8 197 211 

November-December 2011 3 115 117 

April 2012 7 118 118 

November 2012 5 132 132 

March-April 2013 10 255 285 

November 2013 2 54 55 

March 2014 6 173 181 

November-December 2014 6* 147 151 

February 2015 5* 119 154 

November-December 2015 5 120 158 

February 2016 4 74 78 

November 2016 4 112 114 

March-April 2017 7 218 229 

December 2017 5 123 128 

March 2018 9 149 160 

December 2018 5 191 193 

March 2019 10 249 252 

November-December 2019 4 132 133 

March 2021 4 64 66 

March 2022 6 57 58 

December 2022 6 75 92 

March 2023 6 88 114 

November-December 2023 2 40 45 

March 2024 5 63 78 

November 2024 1 10 14 

17 years (30visits) 167 4241 4568 

*Excludes 2 catches of Silver Gulls. 
30 visits - (17 in February- April and 13 in November-December) 
 
Of the eight retraps some have been sighted on their journeys overseas. They are also very 
site faithful; most being seen along the same or adjacent stretch of beach most years (Table 
4).   
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Table 4: Retrapped Ruddy Turnstone, November 2024 ï King Island 
 

Flag Date banded Banded at Comments 

UHS 12/12/2028 
as an adult 

Porky Beach Seen most years at Porky Beach or Little 
Porky Beach. 

VRS 10/12/2017 
as an adult 

Manuka Beach Seen 2018, 2018 at Manuka Beach 

TSV 21/03/2011 
as bird in first 
year 

Danger Pt, 
Brown Bay, near 
Port MacDonnell, 
SA. 

Seen multiple times in 2011 at Nene Valley 
SA, then in December 2011 first seen on King 
Island at Unlucky Bay. Seen May 2014 at 
HanBou (Hanpou), ChangHwa County, China, 
seen May 2015 in Taiwan, and most years on 
King Island ï mostly Porky Beach or Whistler 
Point. 

TAB 20/03/2021 
age as adult 

Porky Beach Seen Porky Beach 2022,2023, 2024. 

TZK 22/03/2022 
as an adult 

Whistler Point  Caught December 2023 at Porky Beach. 

VJZ 01/04/2017 
as an adult 

Porky Beach. Seen HanBou (Hanpou), ChangHwa County. 
China August 2018, and again in May 2021, 
and again in April 2024.  Seen most years at 
Porky Beach, King Island.  

VWH 24/03/2018 
as an adult 

Manuka King 
Island 

Seen Porky Beach or Manuka Beach most 
years. 

TUX 02/12/2023 
as an adult 

Porky Beach Seen Porky Beach March and November 
2024. 

 
3. Percentage Juveniles 
 
No juveniles were amongst the 10 Ruddy Turnstone caught during this visit. 
 
Table 5 gives the percentage of juveniles over the past 12 years. Only data from the 
November-December visits are included. The average juvenile percentage for November-
December period is 16.9%. This year due to the low catch number no juvenile percentage 
can be calculated. 
 

Male Australian Fur Seal 
drying off on the beach ï 
looking ñfat and happyò. 
Photo Sally Leonard. 
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Table 5: Juvenile proportions in turnstone catches on King Island in Nov -Dec period 
each year 2010 to 2024  
 

Year New Retrap  Total  Juv  % Juv  

2010 47 24 71 13 18.3% 

2011 49 66 115 11 9.6% 

2012 62 70 132 3 2.3% 

2013 31 23 54 23 42.6% 

2014 76 71 147 26 17.7% 

2015 53 67 120 2 1.7% 

2016 45 67 112 23 20.5% 

2017 61 62 123 7 5.7% 

2018 124 67 191 78 40.8% 

2019 63 69 132 22 16.7% 

2022 42 33 75 18 24.0% 

2023 19 21 40 1 2.5% 

2024 2 8 10 0 - 

TOTAL 672 640 1312 227 16.9% 

Note: Only includes Nov-Dec catches, not  Feb-Apr 
catches. 
Poor Arctic breeding years were 2012, 2015 and 2017. 
Particularly good Arctic breeding years were 2013, 2016, 
2018 and 2022. 
No catches were possible in 2020 and 2021 due to 
Covid-19 pandemic restrictions. 

 
4. Geolocators  
 
A total of six geolocators were retrieved. Data was downloaded from five. One of the five 
failed after two days and one failed in June in the Arctic. 
 
Departure dates from King Island were between 29 March and 15 April, with arrival dates in 
the Arctic ranging from 22 May to 3 June, departure from the Arctic ranging from 4 July to 28 
July.   
 
A decision has been made to not continue with the current geolocator program until an 
assessment has been made of the data so far collected and any new data that is required 
and any improvements in geolocators assessed. A total of 629 geolocators have now been 
deployed on turnstone on King Island and 254 (40.4%) retrieved.  
 
5. Flag sightings  
 
Flag sightings were made whenever the opportunity arose, during the count, recce visits, 
and in between catches. Flag sightings are an important part of the visit as the data are used 
to calculate long term survival without the need to catch the birds. 
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VTA and friends, nicely standing on rocks just offshore. Photo Eric Miller. VTA was banded 
as a bird in its first year of life on 01/04/2017 at Porky Beach and seen again most years at 

Porky Beach. 
 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher Black ACM. Photo Sally Leonard. 
Banded as an adult at Porky Beach on 02/12/2023. 
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6. Deakin University Studies on Avian Pathogens 
 
As per other years, Deakin University collected faecal swabs and blood for the presence of 
avian diseases or their antibodies. 
 
7. Crested Tern Colony 
 
This year the Crested Tern colony had moved back to Burgess Bay where they have been 
found nesting on many of our previous visits. There were an estimated 1750 pairs of Crested 
Tern nesting. No attempt was made to read bands on this island as the colony had only 
recently nested and the approach resulted in many birds lifting. Some nests had eggs and 
others had none. 
 
There was no colony at the end of Millers Road this year. (Millers Road is not far from the 
mouth of the Ettrick River). 
 
In 2017 we were able to successfully read bands on adult terns at the colony at Burgess Bay 
The date was 10 December which was slightly later than our usual November/ December 
visit. The nesting was more advanced, and this allowed us to approach them without any 
problems. 
 
8. Acknowledgements 
 
The VWSG thanks the following people for their contribution towards our visit to King Island. 
King Island locals Graeme and Margaret Batey and Lizzie Cambra for their invaluable help 
and much needed local knowledge. Margaret Bennett and Gary Baker for again very kindly 
allowing us to store our field equipment in their shed. Heather and Roger Camm for again 
very generously allowing us the use of their house in Naracoopa as our base for this visit. 
 
Dr. Sue Martin representing the Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
Tasmania (NRE Tas) Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) which has been established to 
consider proposals to conduct scientific or educational projects in Tasmania that involve 
animals came out in the field on 19 November. VWSG holds a permit from this committee to 
conduct the research at King Island. 
 
Thanks to the team members for making themselves available and being prepared to persist 
when catching proved so difficult. 
 
9. Future 
 
It is planned to continue only the March/April visits to King Island into the future to retrieve 
previously deployed geolocators. An assessment will be done to determine what further 
information is needed. There is a possibility of a new generation of trackers being deployed 
in the future, but this will be dependent on animal ethics approval. 
 
The November 2024 King Island Team was: Robyn Atkinson, Steve Atkinson, Bretan 
Clifford, Sally Leonard, Ila Marks, Eric Miller, Hiske Klaassen, Marcel Klaassen, Mark Smith, 

Mem Smith, Prue Wright and local King Island participants Lizzie Cambra. 
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VWSG King Island Visit Report 28 March to 7 April  2025 

  

Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, Ila Marks and Eric Miller 

 

Since 2007 the Victorian Wader Study Group has been visiting King Island, Tasmania once 

or twice a year as part of a long-term study of the Ruddy Turnstone population on the west 

coast of the island. This visit a total of fifty-five Ruddy Turnstone were captured, nine 

geolocators were retrieved. A population count of the west coast was completed on the first 

day. 

 

Our objectives for the trip were as usual 

1. to carry out a population count of Ruddy Turnstone on the entire west coast of the 

island. 

2. To evaluate the breeding success of Ruddy Turnstone the 2024 Arctic breeding 

season by measuring percentage of juveniles in catches. 

3. To deploy and retrieve geolocators on Ruddy Turnstone. 

4. To facilitate Deakin Universityôs research project on the presence of avian diseases. 

It is intended to continue only the March/April trips into the future. 

 

1. Population Count 

 

All the usual locations for Ruddy Turnstone along the west coast of King Island were counted 

over the high tide period on the 28th of March 2025. Results of the counts for each individual 

beach in each area from 2008 are shown in Table 1. A total of 380 birds were observed 

during the count. This count was very similar to the November 2024 count (379) but lower 

than the March 2024 count (439).  

 

The count is divided into three areas, north, central and south. The population in the central 

region, which includes the beaches we use for our geolocator study, seems to be holding up 

with numbers better than the north and south areas (Figure 1). 
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Fig 1: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone on King Island: Feb/Mar/Apr 

 

Table 1: Counts of Ruddy Turnstone on the West Coast of King Island  2008 to 2025 

 

West Coast of 
King  Island 1
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The Springs - n.c. n.c. 45 50 20 26 28 23 24 30 50 64 42 31 21 22 0 

Whistler Point 106 180 55 40 4 0 0 0 0 42 2 45 0 13 8 0 16 29 

Duck Bay, Green 
Island Point, 
South Whistler 

260 180 95 115 70 35 70 35 60 53 71 55 113 94 55 37 22 28 

Northern Part              
TOTAL 

366 180 150 200 124 55 96 63 83 119 103 150 177 149 94 58 60 57 

Unlucky Bay 20 n.c. 20 10 48 15 25 15 19 1 40 28 7 0 14 1 15 10 

South Porky 28 n.c. 40 0 9 40 25 0 38 35 70 65 35 68 52 34 50 15 

Manuka ï North 
(Whalebone) 

- 220 65 15 60 35 30 60 63 33 60 32 116 47 40 30 30 52 

Manuka - Central 67 220 68 150 50 50 70 50 84 58 54 36 39 29 0 77 67 34 

Manuka - South - 220 67 10 45 35 65 40 24 6 55 39 82 48 10 4 57 47 

Dirty Bay - n.c. 22 30 13 n.c. 0 n.c. 0 0 0 8 n.c. n.c. n.c. 28 1 12 

Currie Harbour - 114 14 25 15 0 20 26 0 0 39 30 15 12 0 0 0 0 

Currie Golf 
Course (Burgess 

Bay) 
330 114 96 90 85 30 75 42 66 65 25 64 49 35 12 30 28 27 

Dripping Wells - 40 40 65 62 40 75 45 30 65 60 50 50 46 76 36 32 37 

Central Part                  
TOTAL 

445 374 432 395 387 245 385 278 324 263 403 352 393 285 204 240 280 234 

Seal Bay - 20 n.c. 60 n.c. n.c. 12 43 77 56 68 5 48 0 18 n.c. n.c. n.c. 
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Surprise Bay 
(including Denby 

Beach) 
- 187 80 105 75 70 80 106 71 90 116 43 89 102 70 

42 
** 

60 42 

Stokes Point to 
Surprise Bay 

- 70 40 110 70 25 12 52 66 29 91 67 84 50 46 24 19 10 

Stokes Point - 70 90 20 30 50 60 62 49 40 72 72 32 39 37 14 20 37 

Southern Part                
TOTAL 

0 277 210 295 175 145 164 263 263 215 347 187 253 191 171 80 99 89 

 
TOTAL COUNT 

 
811 

 
831 

 
792 

 
890 

 
686 

 
445 

 
645 

 
604 

 
670 

 
597 

 
853 

 
689 

 
823 

 
625 

 
469 

 
378 

 
439 

 
380 

* Count by D. B. Whitchurch 

** Count of Surprise Bay on 27/03/2023 = 97 Ruddy Turnstone 

  

2. Catching 

The weather was again remarkably calm and dry for most of the duration of our stay with 

little wave action on many days. King Island is experiencing an unusually long dry drought 

which is severely affecting the farming community. 

 

Four catches were made with a total of 55 Ruddy Turnstone caught of which half were 

retraps. Even though the total number of birds was less than we had hoped the retrieval of 

nine geolocators was very pleasing. Seven of these were retrieved at Whalebone Bay. The 

Porky Beach/Whalebone Bay flock have become the flock we have the most success with in 

recent years. Table 2 summarises the catch details and locations. 

Table 2: VWSG Catch Details: King Island Visit 28th of March to the 7th of April 2025 

 

Date 
 

Location                                Species New Retrap Total Juv Juv% 

30 Mar 
2025 

Stokes Point Ruddy Turnstone 
 

7 2 9 0 0 

31 Mar 
2025 

Manuka Central 
 

Ruddy Turnstone 
 
 
2 geolocators retrieved 

7 5 12 
(plus 2 
which 
escaped 
at the 
net) 

0 0 

1 April 
2025 

Manuka North 
(Whalebone Bay) 

Ruddy Turnstone 
 
7 geolocators retrieved 

10 
 

20 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 

0 
 
 
 

0 

4 April 
2025 

Manuka South Ruddy Turnstone 
 

2 
 

0 2 
 

0 0 

  Total Ruddy Turnstones 
 

26 27 55 0 0 

 
3. Percentage Juveniles 
For the Feb-Apr 2025 period the number of birds caught was again small (55). No juveniles 
were caught and very few were observed in the flocks. Table 3 shows the percentage juveniles 
caught from 2006-07 to 2024-25 in the February-April period. It would appear from the table 
that 2018-19 was the last above average breeding season. 
 
Table 3: Juvenile proportions in Turnstone catches on King Island in the Feb-Apr 
period. 
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Year Total Caught % Juveniles 

2006-07 241 0% 

2007-08 419 17.7% 

2008-09 223 0% 

2009-10 211 14.2% 

2010-11 197 14.7% 

2011-12 118 15.3% 

2012-13 255 1.2% 

2013-14 173 30.6% 

2014-15 119 14.3% 

2015-16 74 1.4%* 

2016-17 218 31.2% 

2017-18 149 2.7% 

2018-19 249 25.3% 

2019-20 0 - 

2020-21 64 9.4%* 

2021-22 57 8.9%* 

2022-23 88 14.8%* 

2023-24 63 7.9%* 

2024-2025 55 0%* 

TOTAL 2973  

*Approximate % juvenile. High degree of error in calculation due to insufficient total number 
of  
birds caught. 
 
4. Sex Ratio 
 
The ratio of males to females can be determined during a March/April visit because the birds 
are already showing much of their breeding plumage and there are distinct differences 
between that of the male and female birds. 
 
In almost all years there is a slight predominance of females in the population caught (Table 
4). 
This year of the 58 birds that we could determine the sex there were 29 males and 23 females 
giving a male percentage of 55.8%. This is the highest percentage of males in the flock since 
our visits began in 2007. 
Table 4: Sex ratios of Turnstone catches on King Island in Feb-Apr period 2007 to 
2025. 
 

Year Male Female Total Adult % Male 

2007 126 116 241 51.9 

2008 181 163 344 52.6 

2009 103 120 223 46.2 

2010 90 91 181 49.7 

2011 80 88 168 47.6 
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Year Male Female Total Adult % Male 

2012 43 57 100 43.0 

2013 118 134 252 46.8 

2014 46 74 120 38.3 

2015 - - - - 

2016 19 28 47 40.3 

2017 70 79 149 47.0 

2018 59 86 145 40.7 

2019 82 104 186 44.1 

2020 - - - - 

2021 25 27 64 48.1 

2022 24 26 52 46.1 

2023 28 48 75 37.3 

2024 29 29 58 50.0 

2025 29 23 52 55.8 

 
5. Weights 
 
The heaviest bird caught was 186g at Whalebone Bay. Birds appeared to be on track to 
reach migratory weight thresholds by mid to late April (Table 5). 

Table 5: Mean weights of adult Ruddy Turnstone at each catch site. 
 

Site No. Adults Mean Weight of Adults(g) 

  28 Mar to 7 Apr 2025 

Whalebone Bay 30 161 

Stokes Point 9 158 

Central Manuka 12 161 

South Manuka 2 176 

 
6. Geolocators 
 
A total of 9 geolocators were retrieved during March/April. Six have been successfully 
downloaded and three had to be sent to the UK for downloading, due to wear on the 
terminals, and we are awaiting the outcome. No new geolocators were placed on birds 
during the November and March/April catches. 
 
7. Flag-sightings 
 
We endeavour to record engraved leg flags whenever possible. In total 71 leg flag sightings 
on Ruddy Turnstone, 12 oystercatcher and two Hooded Plover were recorded over the 
course of the expedition. These sightings will be uploaded to the VWSG database BirdMark 
and then sent to ABBBS. 
 
One bird with a geolocator attached was observed on northward migration in April 2025. 
05291163 was banded at Manuka on King Island on 14/12/2022. Geolocator fitted 
17/03/2024. 
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Photo taken in the field by Yang Chuan in Paracel Islands (China) observed  
22-24 April 2025. (BirdMark) 
 
8. Deakin University study on Avian Pathogens 
 
As in other years, Deakin University collected faecal swabs and blood samples to test for the 
presence of avian diseases or their antibodies. No H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b was detected. 
 
9. The March/ April 2025 King Island Team 
 
Robyn Atkinson, Steve Atkinson, Tessa Lamin, Sally Leonard, Ila Marks, Gary Matthews, 
Eric Miller, Sara Ryding, Janine Thomas, Michelle Wille, Harry Wooldridge, and local King 
Island participant Lizzie Cambra. 
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The VWSG would like to thank the following for their contribution towards another successful 
visit to King Island: King Island locals Graham and Margaret Batey and Lizzie Cambra for 
their invaluable support and local knowledge, without whose help it would be extremely 
difficult to organize the visit. Heather and Roger Camm for very generously allowing us to 
use their house in Naracoopa as our base for this visit. Margaret Bennett and Gary Baker for 
again very kindly allowing us to store our field equipment in their shed. 
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Net setting at Central Manuka (photo by Harry Wooldridge) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A happy field team flying into King Island. (photo Eric Miller) 
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VWSG Expedition SE South Australia and SW Victoria 22 Oct ï 2 Nov 2024 

Maureen Christie and Jeff Campbell  

Expedition aims:  

1. To collect percentage juvenile data for both Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling. 

2. Retrieve and deploy geolocators on Ruddy Turnstone.  

3. Deploy Druid trackers on Sanderling. 

4. Assist in the collection of blood and poop samples from migrants. 

5. Deploy a Druid tracker on a Pied Oystercatcher. Capture to be by noose mat. For this we 

added two field workdays to the program. 

 

21 October Piccaninnie Ponds Conservation Park Beach   

On 21 October mats were set twice in an attempt to catch Pied Oystercatcher. Unfortunately, 

it was a beautiful fine sunny day and the loops shone brightly in the sun. Later, on inspecting 

the second mat, footprints surrounded the mat, but none crossed it, so it was obvious that 

the oystercatchers had known exactly where the mat was. 

 

22 October Piccaninnie Ponds Conservation Park Beach   

The weather on 22 October was overcast and so more promising. Success! Retrap of an 

individual originally flagged as C2 on 9 November 2011 at Danger Point and seen 39 times 

in the general area before its flag fell off. It was with its long-time partner R8, banded on 26 

March 2016 and resighted 35 times. 

 

 
Annie with C2 now with new flag ACB. 

 

As a member of a committed pair, observed for many years in the same area, tracks on 

Ecotopia showing ACB regularly visiting Nelson were a complete surprise.  

 

The VWSG has protocols to address the threat of H5N1. Expeditioners needed to wear PPE 

in the field, and all gear had to be cleaned before leaving each site.  

 



55 

 

Recces for the expedition had been very discouraging, with very little weed on beaches and 

few Sanderling or turnstone observed.  

 

Day 1. Friday 25 October. Beachport  

There had been a flock of ~70 at Beachport regularly with one geolocator observed (SJU) on 

24 October. It was decided that we would travel there for our first day of cannon netting. With 

approximately 30 turnstone at Dead Turtle Point, two nets were set to catch over the 

previous tide line, where they had been feeding yesterday. But it was not to be ï the 

turnstone stubbornly refused to come north of Dead Turtle Point. By the time we had reset 

the two-cannon net around the corner, the turnstone had disappeared. Maybe to Sherbert 

Reef (an islet in Rivoli Bay)? 

 

Day 2. Saturday 26 October Nene Valley ï Blackfellows Caves  

The morning commenced with teams despatched to check all potential sites in the Carpenter 

Rocks ï Nene Valley area, with Roz to check Nelson and the Port MacDonnell area. About 

40 turnstone were found at the western end of the Nene Valley beach. To give maximum 

beach coverage both the two-cannon and four-cannon nets were set. By now the turnstone 

had departed to Blackfellows Caves where they were roosting on rocks. With no evidence of 

feeding anywhere, there was nowhere to set the net. So, another unsuccessful day. 

 

Day 3. Sunday 27 October Blackfellows Caves  

Hoping to capitalize on what we had learnt of the behaviour of the turnstone flock yesterday, 

we set the four-cannon net at Blackfellows Caves. A dodge tide made for very little tide 

movement, but a successful catch of 14 was made on the falling tide. One geolocator was 

retrieved and six were deployed. 

 

Day 4. Monday 28 October Gerloff Bay  

During recces, a flock of 40 or so turnstones, including one with a geolocator, had been 

observed feeding on the weed banks in front of Lorraineôs former home. With a strong 

likelihood of a wet catch, we set the two-cannon, large-mesh net. Twinkling was challenging, 

along pebble banks, cliffs and small isolated beaches. We managed to get turnstone close 

but not close enough! Another unsuccessful day! 

 

Day 5. Tuesday 29  October Killarney  

Meanwhile, Annie had been based in Port Fairy doing regular recces of all the likely 

Sanderling beaches. She reported a sizable flock at Gormans Lane - Towilla, south of 

Killarney. So, a very early start, leaving home at 0600. We had not caught at this beach 

before, and it was difficult to work out where to set the net. The two-cannon net was set to 

catch over fresh Sanderling footprints, and the twinkle began. A long day, with the net being 

moved twice. The net had been set on a narrow strip of shade cloth. A big team meant that 

the shade cloth could be folded over the net, everything picked up and walked to the new 

site. Cannons with cable attached were also walked along. A smooth and quick operation. 

But by now the tide was falling and the net was soon left high and dry once again. So, 

another shift, this time simply down the beach. But, with the Sanderling now in roosting 

mode they could not be twinkled. Pressure to make them move resulted in them all 

departing. This left us with stint ï a desirable target because of the need to take samples. A 

successful catch of 20 was made late in the afternoon. It was a long drive home, with 

kangaroos, wallabies, wombats and deer all safely avoided. 
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Day 6. Wednesday 30 October Nene Valley West  

Once again, the Nene Valley ï Blackfellows Caves flock was on the Nene Valley west 

beach. The two-cannon net was set up in almost the same place as we had set on Saturday. 

The twinkle began, with turnstone favouring Blackfellows Caves. So, we moved, packing 

everything up and moving to Blackfellows Caves. By now the tide was falling, and so we set 

as low as we dared, with the eight-metre marker on the tide line. But, this was not low 

enough, and it wasnôt long before we were picking the net up and moving it lower again. 

Meanwhile, the turnstone had decided that Black Rock was where they wanted to be! Yet 

another unsuccessful day. 

 

Day 7. Thursday 31 October Gerloff Bay  

Yet another attempt to catch the Gerloff Bay ï Pelican Point flock. An extremely high tide 

overnight made selecting a site for the net difficult. The two-cannon net was quickly set, and 

the twinkle began. But today the twinklers were unable to get the turnstone past Tractor 

Point and onto our beach. And the stint that may have become catchable, and all the other 

birds on the beach, were sent flying by a raucous outcry by Silver Gulls. So, with the tide 

falling and no shorebirds on the beach, it was time to give up. 

 

A small team continued onto Bucks Bay to effect the rescue of an entangled Silver Gull that 

Sally had spotted whilst on one of her early morning walks. 

 

 
 

Photo Mary-Ann van Trigt showing the tangle of line and the stick caught in it. 

 

The team then packed up and moved to the Gum Tree Caravan Park, Port Fairy, in 

anticipation of an early start the next day targeting yet again the flock of Sanderling at 

Gormans Lane ï Towilla. 
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Day 8. Friday 1 November Towilla Beach, Vic  

We met at Gormanôs Lane at 0800 and it wasnôt promising! Leaving Sally and Leanne to 

walk the beach to Towilla, the rest of us went around by road. We set the net on what we 

thought was yesterdayôs high tide, but we were wrong ï the tide overnight had been higher! 

Gavin was sent out to check all of the local sites ï all to no avail. A long day that involved 

lifting and moving the net a total of three times. And no sign of any Sanderling until 1620 

when a flock of about 70 arrived in front of Gavin at Gormans Lane. As he walked them 

around, more kept on arriving until finally he had about 300. Given the time-of-day Gavin 

was encouraged to keep walking them along, ignoring any that went behind. He was joined 

by Mary-Ann. Meanwhile the rest of the team moved the net down for the third time ïa bit 

too far and the net was, almost, swamped. Feeding on tube worms the Sanderling were 

sticking to the damp sand. This time they reached the net before the sand had had time to 

dry out and, at 1845 a catch of three Sanderling was made. All were adults, one retrap and 

two new. All had trackers deployed.  

 

.   

Thomas with Sanderling Photo Mary-Ann van Trigt. 

 

Thank you to the Glenelg Hopkins Management Authority for paying for the teamôs 

accommodation at the Gum Tree Caravan Park for the two nights involved with this catch. It 

made our life much easier! 

 

A highlight of the day was a flock of 80 to 87 Bar-tailed Godwit (counted from Mary-Annôs 

photos). There were no flags and Robyn estimated that most were juvenile. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit Photo Mary-Ann van Trigt. 

 

Evening talks  

Whenever we were home early enough, someone from the group made a presentation.  This 

expedition we managed three talks, all being up-dates of talks given on previous 

expeditions. 

 

Django gave us an up-date on his work with the Junior Youth Environment Council and his 

voluntary work in his local community. He highlighted the success he has had with erecting 

bird boxes and having various species nesting in them.  

 

Mary-Ann gave us an up-date on Red-capped Plover 7X. Her first talk had described the 

journey from egg through to fledgling. And now she reported that 7X was a handsome male 

with partner. 

 

Having given us an introduction to Nature Foundations Witchelina Nature Reserve at an 

earlier expedition, Phil entertained us with a series of snippets from the Reserve, with his 

stunning bird photos a highlight. 

 

Beach nesting birds  

During the expedition, three species of resident shorebirds were found to be nesting. A 

Hooded Ploverôs nest in Red Rock Bay was tucked between the pebble bank and the dunes. 

At Nene Valley West Pied Oystercatcher Black 25 had a nest in the dunes. This pair has 

traditionally nested on the cliff top of Black Rock, and had done so earlier this season, only 

to have lost its clutch. At Towilla Beach a Hooded Plover nest with three eggs was found. 

(This, along with an engraved leg-flag (ELF), were passed on to the Birdlife Beach Nesting 

Birds team). 

 

Conclusion  

Although we caught very few birds, we did manage to meet several targets. One geolocator 

was retrieved and six were deployed. Three Sanderling trackers were deployed and one 

Pied Oystercatcher tracker. We had lots of net-setting practice, with the net set a total of 18 

times. We perfected a technique of quickly moving the net down the beach chasing a falling 

tide. 
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Participants:  Robyn Atkinson, Annie Broadway, Betty Brezovski, Jeff Campbell, Sarah 

Campbell, Thomas Cansee, Maureen Christie, Phil Cole, Leanne Cusack, Renee Douma, 

Jenny Hiscock, Roz Jessop, Hiske Klaassen, Sally Leonard, Ila Marks, Eric Miller, Andrew 

Patterson, Gavin Prentice, James Smith, Iain Stewart, Carol Taylor, Mary-Ann van Trigt, Ben 

Westmoreland, Django Westmoreland, Sam Wolfe. 

  

Others who contributed by undertaking recces: Cath Bell, Peter óCookieò Cook, Holly Prest, 

Dan Lees and Barry Schriever. 

 

Catch details  

 

VICTORIA 
      

 

Date Location Species New Retrap TOTAL Juv Notes 

29.10.2024 Killarney Red-necked 
Stint 

20  20 2  

1.11.2024 Towilla Beach Sanderling 3  3  3 trackers 

       

SOUTH AUSTRALIA  
     

 

Date Location Species New Retrap TOTAL 
 

 

22.10.2024 Danger Point Pied 
Oystercatcher 

 1 1  1 tracker 

27.10.2024 Blackfellows Caves Ruddy 
Turnstone 

7 7 14 4 Geolocators:  
1 retrieved; 
6 deployed 

TOTALS   26 8 38   

 

Engraved Flag Sightings  

 

Ruddy Turnstone  91 

Sanderling  28 

Pied Oystercatcher  9 

Hooded Plover  5 

BirdLife Hooded Plover  1 
 

 

POSTSCRIPT ï 14 December 2024  

And suddenly we had Sanderling at Danger Point. The team set the net and then moved it 

down four times before having a successful catch. Thirty-eight Sanderling were caught (Five 

retraps, two Juveniles). All remaining 17 trackers were deployed using leg-loop harnesses. 

 

Participants: Annie Broadway, Jeff Campbell, Sarah Campbell, Maureen Christie, Dave 

Nichols, Leah Williams, Sam Wolfe. 

 

Summarizing all the field work: Twenty Sanderling trackers were deployed, 19 of which have 

tracks being recorded on the Ecotopia app. Tracks are also being recorded for the one Pied 

Oystercatcher tracker deployed. A truly great result! It is always hard work in the field, but 

this expedition required a huge amount of work from the team, with little reward in terms of 

successful catches. Long days, constantly setting and resetting the net, put a strain on 

everyone. The team responded magnificently. Thank you!  
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VWSG Expedition SE South Australia and SW Victoria 10 - 16 April 2025 
 
John Lawson, 

 
Expedition aims:  

1. To collect percentage juvenile data for both Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling. 

2. Retrieve and deploy geolocators on Ruddy Turnstone.  

3. Deploy Druid trackers on Sanderling. 

4. Assist in the collection of blood and poop samples from migrants. 

 

Although the original plan was to visit SW Victoria, this was not included in the expedition 

because by April 2025 good catches had been made, and sufficient data gathered, at 

Killarney. During the expedition, catch attempts were made at four locations on the South 

Australian coast: Danger Point, Nene Valley, Carpenter Rocks and Beachport. 

 

Day 1. Thursday 10 April ï Nene Valley 
The expedition commenced at Nene Valley just after 0800. Over 100 Sanderling and 
approximately 60 Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) were in the area close to Black Rock. 
A net was set. Mary-Ann constructed a hide behind the net and positioned herself there with 
a scope. Base camp was established to the east. Catch opportunities waxed and waned 
throughout the day with no more than two birds catchable at any time. Sentiment was turning 
to abandoning the dayôs efforts when Mary-Ann reported oystercatchers to the west of the 
net. Despite moving to within 2 meters of the catch area the birds did not enter the catching 
zone. We retired at 1600 without firing. 
 
Day 2. Friday 11 April ï Nene Valley 
Sanderling were targeted, but despite our best efforts the net was not fired. 
 
Day 3. Saturday 12 April - Carpenter Rocks 
During an early morning recce of Gerloff Bay at low tide, Sally sighted turnstone. In response 
to this encouraging news, the group prepared for a turnstone catch out from Gerloff Court, 
Carpenter Rocks. With a 1.0m high tide at 1225 the plan was to have the birds pushed up to 
the catch zone by the rising water. However, movements of the birds did not align with our 
plan.  
 
With approximately 20 turnstone and 80 stints in the cove just to the east of the net we 
attempted to catch on the falling tide. At 1310 Maureen advised Vivien to take position at the 
firing box. Beach walkers and at least seven dogs in the vicinity of the net were factors to 
contend with. Sally and Leanne monitored about 10 turnstone south-east of the catching 
zone and Dave and Gaylon monitored about 40 turnstone at Pelican Point. At about 1600 Ila 
and John went to Cape Banks Lighthouse to determine if additional birds were about. They 
counted approximately 10 turnstone in a mixed flock. Despite the number of birds observed 
in the area the decision to give up for the day was made at 1620. The net was packed up 
again. 
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Jeff, Sarah and Mary-Ann in position to watch the catch zone at 
Gerloff Bay (Carpenter Rocks) 12 April 1602. Photo John Lawson. 

 
Day 4. Sunday 13 April - Danger Point 
A significant number of Sanderling and turnstone were observed on the beach out from the 
Ian Mitchener Bird Hide at Danger Point. After an initial net-set for turnstone and the passing 
of the 1.03m high tide at 1248, it was decided at 1450 to abandon the attempt to catch the 
turnstone and instead target the flock of Sanderling at the sandy point. The adjusted catch 
location was a lucrative move. At 1550, when Maureen had confirmation that all were safe, 
she gave Ila the order to fire. The remainder of the team burst out of base camp and moved 
in to care for and process the catch. 
 

Seventy-two Sanderling and 10 Red- necked Stint (Error! Not a 
valid bookmark self-reference.1) were caught. Two of the 
Sanderling recaptures (flagged DLR and DLY) carried satellite 
trackers which had been fitted at Danger Point on 14 April 2024 
(Figure 2). Details of past sightings of another six of the 11 retraps 
are shown in Figure 3. 
 
Over the course of the season DLR made extensive use of the 
coastline spanning from Warrnambool in VIC to Blackfellows 
Caves in SA. Remarkably, we were still receiving data from DLR 
up to 15 June. This is very late in the season, as we expect the 
majority of Sanderling to have commenced migration by the 
middle to the end of May. It remains to be seen if DLR decided to 
migrate later or if it has in fact remained in Australia. 

 
ÉċŰĬĲƖũŔŰŊЮŔŰЮĤƖĲĲĬŔŰŊЮƓũƨůċŊĲЮċƣЮ?ċŰŊĲƖЮÂŸŔŰƣЮΤΦЮ ƓƖŔũдЮ 
ÂőŸƣŸЮsŸőŰЮxċƽƚŸŰдЮ 
 
Figure 1: Tally of the catch made at Danger Point on 13/04/2025. 

 Total New Retrap Released unbanded Juvenile 

Sanderling 72 61 11 3 12 (17%) 

Red-necked Stint 10 10 0 0 0 
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 Figure 2: The two Sanderling retraps at Danger Point on 13/04/2025 which 
possessed a tracker. 
Date Location Action 

14/11/2024 Danger Point Banded: 042 85633 
Flagged: DLR 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 

   

14/11/2024 Danger Point Banded: 042 85641 
Flagged: DLY 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 

 
[ŔŊƨƖĲШΟаШuŰŸƽŰШőŔƚƣŸƖŔĲƚШŸŉШƣőĲШƚŔǂШÉċŰĬĲƖũŔŰŊШƖĲƣƖċƓƚШċƣШÂŸŔŰƣШ?ċŰŊĲƖШŸŰШΝΟоΜΠоΞΜΞΡШƣőċƣШ
ĬŔĬШŰŸƣШƓŸƚƚĲƚƚШċШƣƖċĦťĲƖЮ 
Date Location Action 

11/11/2011 Pethers Rocks, Canunda Banded: 042 68999 
Flagged: 4M 

24/08/2023 King Island, Tasmania Sighted 

24/08/2023 to 13/04/2025  Flag dropped off 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 
Reflagged JCB 

Date Location Action 

09/04/2019 Danger Point Banded: 042 83687 
Flagged: BYA 

09/04/2019 to 13/04/2025 From Green Point to Danger 
Point 

Sighted ten times 

16/08/2022 South Korea, Sea of Japan coast Sighted 

   

Date Location Action 

07/04/2022 Nene Valley Banded: 042 85031 
Flagged: AYR 

09/04/2019 to 13/04/2025 From Danger Point to Green 
Point to Discovery Bay Victoria. 

Resighted eight times 

07/08/2022 Jeju Island South Korea Sighted 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 

Date Location Action 

31/03/2023 Brown Bay Banded: 042 85558 
Flagged: BNY 

09/04/2019 to 13/04/2025 From Nelson to Riddoch Bay. Resighted six times 

27/07/2023 Sakhalin Island Sighted 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 

Date Location Action 

31/03/2023  Brown Bay 
 

Banded: 042 85559 
Flagged: BNZ 

27/07/2023 Sakhalin Island Sighted 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 

Date Location Action 

04/04/2014 Danger Point Banded: 042 71452 
Flagged: ASX 

23/08/2016 Sea of Okhotsk, Russian coast Sighted 

17/03/2017 Danger Point Sighted 

13/04/2025 Danger Point Recaptured 
(ELF missing) 
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fŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰЮƖĲŊċƖĬŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮƣƽŸЮÉċŰĬĲƖũŔŰŊЮƽŔƣőЮÑƖċĦťĲƖƚЮцЮŰŰŔĲЮ7ƖŸċĬƽċǃЮё?ĲċťŔŰЮÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃђд 

 

Movements of DLR from 14 November 2024 to 15 June 2025. 

 
Data from DLY shows that whilst it did make a short trip to Port Fairy in February, the 

majority of its movements were concentrated in the area that spans from Discovery Bay to 

French Point (near Port MacDonnell). 

 

Movements of DLY from 14 November 2024 to 13 April 2025. 

The capture of 72 Sanderling allowed me to collect over 40 faecal samples, which will be 

used to study the diets of Sanderling. In addition, the re-capture of DLR and DLY will allow a 

diet comparison to be made from the beginning of the season (~November) to the end of the 

season (~April). 
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Thank you to everyone who was involved in the Sanderling catch. Please keep an eye out for 

Sanderling on our beaches during winter. We may have some that did not migrate, and this 

would be very valuable information. 

Annie Broadway. 

Any queries regarding Sanderling data should be directed to annie.broadway@deakin.edu.au 

Mobile: 0438 503 522 

Please do not reproduce or pass this data on without consent. 
 
Day 5. Monday 14 April - Nene Valley 
The day began at 0700 with cleaning and organising gear. By approximately 1000 the net was 
set. Eric had adjusted the direction of the cannons to account for the firm 18km/h SSE wind. 
Although there was a flock of 30 to 40 turnstone, by 1145 a decision was made that conditions 
were too wet to catch even turnstone on the high tide at 1301. It was decided to wait and try on 
the falling tide. At 1530 during her scout west Maureen sighted around 70 turnstone, but they did 
not approach the catch zone. A final unsuccessful attempt was made for a catch of six Pied 
Oystercatchers. No catch on this day. On her return home Maureen made a survey of 
Blackfellows Caves for evidence of turnstone feeding. 

 

 
Mary-Ann's hide behind the net at                                        Sanderling on the move at Nene Valley                               
Nene Valley on 14 April. Photo John Lawson.                         14 April. Photo John Lawson. 
 
 Day 6. Tuesday 15 April  - Beachport  
Net setting began at 1130 at Beachport. Birds were being monitored by Peter to the south and 
Sally and Maureen to the north. Ten turnstone were observed about 150 metres to the north. A 
dog and walker on a bird-scattering-trajectory was happy to turn back to the south after having a 
friendly chat with some of the team. Favourably, there were 50 to 60 turnstone in the vicinity, but 
working against this was the rising tide that was causing pools to develop within the seaweed. 
With only a small number of turnstone, we had the ability to safely manage birdsô welfare under 
usual conditions, but the threat that the pools presented was unknown. Ultimately it was decided 
that we abandon the catch, have lunch, and attempt a post high tide catch. 
 
At around 1500 there were some 40 turnstone plus some stint in the vicinity, slightly to the north 

of the catch area. Robyn advised to give 15 minutes coupled with the falling tide to allow water 

to drain from the pools and therefore to provide a safer catching zone. We had turnstone and  
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stint within 5 metres of the net, but Robyn called that the water was still too high to catch 
with Red-necked Stint present. We allowed another 15 minutes but in the end the birdsô 
welfare was prioritised and the day finished without firing. 
 
Day 7. Wednesday 16 April - Gerloff Bay & Nene Valley 
On a cloudy Wednesday at Gerloff Bay, a good number of turnstone were observed between 
Gerloff Circuit and the point to the south-east. A particularly exciting sighting was that of a 
Mongolian flagged turnstone feeding with others in the pits and crevasses ofШthe beach 
limestone. Since being banded in 2023 this bird has been sighted many times. A chronology 
of the known history of this individual is shown in Figure 4. 
 
Figure 4: Known history of Mongolian banded Turnstone 3EK 

Date Location Who 

12 August 2023 Mongolia Banded right Blue (tibia) on green 3EK 
(tarsus) by the Wildlife Science and 
Conservation Centre of Mongolia 

9 April 2024 Beachport, SA Sighted 

August 2024 Ugii Lake, Mongolia Recapture 

16 April 2025 Carpenter Rocks, SA Sighted 

 

 

 
                                  Mongolian banded and flagged Turnstone 3EK. 

 

With the Gerloff Bay net set by 0745. After a couple of hours and the turnstone lifting, the net 
was moved 30m to the north, and higher up the beach. The turnstone ultimately lifted but 
some oystercatchers remained. At 1038 the final remaining oystercatcher moved on and the 
catch attempt was abandoned.  
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     Net setting at Gerloff Bay on 16 April                         Harry with Pied Oystercatcher L8.  
     Photo John Lawson. 
 
By 1146 the group had relocated to Nene Valley. Approximately 25 turnstone were feeding on 
weed with Sanderling and Red-necked Stint. As midday approached a further 15 turnstone 
arrived and mixed with the flock. The net was set at 1244 some 520m north-west of Coastal 
Road. With birds moving up and down the beach over the next couple of hours and turnstone 
not tending to return, the team was left with oystercatchers within the catch zone. At 1545 a 
catch was made of six oystercatchers and one Masked Lapwing. One Pied Oystercatcher held 
leg-flag L8 and was last captured in January 2018 at Green Point. 
 

 
Processing the oystercatcher and lapwing catch at Nene Valley 16 April. 

 
Day 8. Thursday 17 April - Beachport  
A small contingent searched for leg-flags at Beachport. At least 50 Sanderling, 80 turnstone and 
40 Red-necked Stint were observed feeding on and around the shoreline wrack. Leg-flags were 
recorded and logged to BirdMark.  
 
Day 9. Friday 18  April - Coorong  
A reduced group, Annie, Jeff, Maureen, Vivien, John, Vicki, Mohan, and Mary-Ann, set off from 
Kingston SE for The Coorong in three vehicles. At about 30km into the planned 60km beach 
traverse, Johnôs 4WD had a mechanical issue. John and that vehicle returned to Kingston SE, 
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and the remaining two vehicles pushed on. Sanderling had been found at the 60km point last 
season and Ranger Chris Thompson had reported seeing them there this season. Unfortunately, 
soft sand forced the team to turn back at approximately the 40km mark. On the return journey 

spectacular groups of Banded Stilt were seen feeding near the spot where the convoy crossed 
the lagoon. Three Hooded Plover on the inland side of the crossing were a surprise.  
 
 
Engraved leg flags sighted and subsequently entered into BirdMark . 

Engraved leg flags sighted across the expedition period totalled 237 across four species:  
Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, Pied Oystercatcher and Hooded Plover and have been entered 
into BirdMark (Figure 5). 

Figure 5: Engraved leg flags sighted during the expedition period and subsequently 
entered into BirdMark . 
 
Species Count 

Sanderling 117 

Ruddy Turnstone 98 

Pied Oystercatcher 20 

Hooded Plover 2 

TOTAL 237 
 

Concluding statements  
Sanderling are always challenging to catch, with few, if any, found some seasons. Even when 

present, their habit of feeding close to the waterôs edge presents additional challenges, and so 

our newly developed technique of catching on the falling tide has enabled us to be successful 

when otherwise we might not have been. The good catch at Danger Point was rewarding. 

  

It was very disappointing that we failed miserably in our aims relating to turnstone, with none 

caught. Weed on the beach was very fresh, with little food. The turnstone were very unsettled. 

 

Maureen Christie, our team leader, generously hosted most of the team at her idyllic Carpenter 

Rocks home. On behalf of all we thank Maureen for her hospitality and organisation during the 

expedition. Many thanks to Ila Marks for supervising C-class banders. Also many thanks to Cath 

Bell and Michael Cobiac for providing accommodation in Kingston SE. Thank you and best 

wishes to Annie Broadway for provision of Sanderling data and mapping. All team members 

played a valued part in the expedition and their efforts were appreciated.  

 

Expedition group  participants  
Robyn Atkinson, Betty Brezovskis, Annie Broadway, Peter Butler, Jeff Campbell, Sarah 

Campbell, Maureen Christie, Leanne Cusack, Galen Davitt, Jenny Hiscock, Vivien Holyoake, 

John Lawson, Sally Leonard, Ila Marks, Eric Miller, Dave Nichols, Mohan Nugawela, Iain 

Stewart, Mary-Ann van Trigt, Harry Woolbridge. 

Coorong Team  

Annie Broadway, Jeff Campbell, Maureen Christie, Vivien Holyoake, John Lawson, Vicki Natt, 

Mohan Nugawela, Mary-Ann van Trigt. 

Participants numbers at catches on any one day ranged from 10 to 17.  

Recces were conducted by Peter óCookieô Cook, Holly Prest and Barry Schriever. 
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Kangaroo Island Oystercatcher Project 
 

The Kangaroo Island Team 

 

A VWSG team has been banding/flagging oystercatchers on Kangaroo Island since 
2023.  We have made four visits with support from FoSSE and The Foundation for South 
Australian Shorebirds  https://www.sashorebirds.org/  (R&D committee chair Dr Keith Jones). 
 

o In December 2023 and December 2024 a field trip was made to catch breeding 
adults on territory, and chicks using basic capture methods.  Total of 21 Australian 
Pied Oystercatcher (APOC).   

o In March 2024 visit was made to assess sites suitable for cannon netting winter 
flocks.   

o In May 2025 cannon netting of wintering flocks. A total of  54 APOC and 29 Sooty 
Oystercatcher (SOC) were caught and processed.  The opportunity was also taken 
to read as many leg flags as possible. 

o In July 2025 the team held a meeting with Prof Marcel Klaasen to seek his advice 

on how to assess the quantity and quality of data required to achieve the aims of 

the project.  His advice is incorporated under each of our stated aims. 

 
It is considered that there is a current population of approx. 470 APOC (Schultz and pers. 
comm). A historical count of SOC  (Schulz, M. 1994. A shorebird survey of Kangaroo Island. 
Stilt 26: 46-48) suggested a population of 247, 60% on high impact south coast 
beaches.  SOC may be more difficult to assess as they are thought to nest on rocky 
headlands along the south coast.  There were four main flocking sites on the most 
accessible beaches identified in 2024 and this is where the majority of APOC and SOC over 
winter although some pairs remain on territory. 
 
The questions VWSG/FoSSE are asking. 

1. Assess the population status and demographic trends for oystercatchers on 
Kangaroo Island.  
To address this issue a very high resighting rate is required.  However not a huge 
percentage of the population needs to be banded as adult birds live for a long time. 
It was decided that we should continue banding of pulli each year so known age 
birds are in the population.  Banding of flocking birds during winter at a minimum 
every second year. 
 

2. Assess the threats faced during the breeding season and at overwintering sites on 
Kangaroo Island, e.g. sea level rise, human disturbance. 
We should continue to record any known loss and conduct a desk top review of 
available information on the impacts of sea level rise , storm surge and coastal 
inundation on overwintering, roosting and breeding sites.  
 

3. Assess the breeding distribution of oystercatchers on Kangaroo Island. 
To continue mapping of breeding sites and to investigate the feasibility of counting 
Sooty Oystercatchers nests at the beginning of the breeding season from tour 
boats. 
 

4. Assess the breeding success of oystercatchers on Kangaroo Island. 
To continue monitoring of pairs at accessible sites. 
 

5. Assess the movement of oystercatchers from different age groups - juvenile, sub-
adult, adult into and out of the Kangaroo Island "population". This unlikely to be 
answered in the short term (5 years).  Improve coverage by liaising with BirdLife 

https://www.sashorebirds.org/
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beach nesting birds program and shorebird count program to put sightings on 
BirdMark.  
 

6. Assess major threats of oystercatchers on Kangaroo Island. 
 

In summary, team plans going forward are 

 

o Continue current program for the next 5 years., monitoring of pairs, nests, records 
threats etc.   

o If funds permit annual chick and adult banding to occur so known age birds are in the 
population.  These birds are also more likely to disperse. 

o If funds allow annual or biannual cannon netting of winter flocks.  One and two year 
old birds easily aged, so can be every second year. 

o Increase reporting rate of flagged birds away from Kangaroo Island. 
o Maintain monitoring of overwintering flocks on Kangaroo Island for flagged birds as 
they age. 

o Attempt to find A Class banders prepared to assist with banding chicks. 

Trip reports 

Our first visit set the routine for future visits.  Overnight at Caper Jervois.  Up early to catch 
the 6am ferry to Penneshaw where we were met by Jean, Dave and Keith.  Then off to the 
CWA rooms for an overview of breeding sites along with Daveôs presentation of a report on 
the breeding season to date.  Accompanied by coffee and cake!  The weather was 
absolutely foul during this trip and we only managed to band and flag 5 chicks.  However, it 
introduced the team to catching using noose mats and familiarized us all with potential 
catching sites.  

The weather was much kinder in Dec 2024 and we managed to band 9 chicks and 7 
adults.  Highlight of this trip was catching a and flagging a complete family of 2 adults and 2 
chicks at Island Beach. 
 
And how should one describe the weather during our May visit?  The ferry crossing on the 
morning of 24 May was quite rough, and the weather got worse as the day wore on.  Cath, 
who had originally planned to come Sunday, decided to come last ferry Saturday.  Just as 
well she did, it was the last ferry until late Tuesday!  We had planned on using Saturday for 
reccies.  Instead we devoted Sat, Sun and Mon to recceing and reading leg flags.  Going out 
each day despite the wild and woolly weather.  Tides were huge, with the car park at the 
Kingscote boat ramp being flooded! 
 
On arrival it was coffee, cake and a briefing at the Penneshaw CWA rooms. Along with a 
comprehensive report on flocks, Jean, Dave and Keith had photos of the devastation caused 
to marine life by the algal bloom. 
 
Despite the weather, reccies were very successful, with flocks found at our three potential 
catching sites. 
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Nepean Bay Reccie 25.5.2025 Photo Cath .Ŝƭƭ 
 
Come Tuesday the storm was abating.  A net was set at Nepean Bay where the 
oystercatchers were roosting in Cath's photo.  At base camp the gazebo was put up for 
protection from possible showers. On shore, the unsuspecting oystercatchers were gently 
encouraged to walk in front of the net.  A sandy, gently sloping beach made for a text book 
catch and soon 20 Pied Oystercatchers were in the keeping cages. One retrap - Black 
35.Banded as a chick at Min-Oil, Western Cove, on 11.12.2013.  A useful lesson in aging a 2 
year old!                                                                                                          

 

 
                    Pied Oystercatcher Black 35. Photo Sarah Campbell 


