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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The principal aim of the Victorian Wader Study Group is to gather, through 

extensive planned fieldwork programs, comprehensive data on waders and 

terns throughout South-eastern Australia on a long-term basis.  

 

This scientifically collected information is intended to form a factual base for 

conservation considerations, to be a source of information for education of a 

wider audience, to be a means of generating interest of the general 

community in environmental and conservation issues, and to be a major 

contribution to the East-Asian Australasian Flyway and Worldwide 

knowledge of waders and terns.  

 

FORMATION/BACKGROUND 

The wader banding fieldwork, which led to the formation of the Victorian 

Wader Study Group, commenced in December 1975. The Group was 

formally named in late 1978 and incorporated in 1986. 
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Report from the Chair of the VWSG 2021/22 
 
The Year in Review: Deja vu! More Border Closures as the Pandemic rolls on. But we have still 
been out in the field, doing what we do best. Just less often and with less people, as bouts of 
disease and isolation temporarily thinned our ranks and atrocious weather intervened. 
 
Again our work has continued, with a reduction in the number of catches and total numbers 
caught but maintaining our critical projects. If the birds were there, and often they were not where 
they traditionally would have been, and we could get there without restriction, we went!  
 
The Catching Season commenced with our Joint FOSSE VWSG Sanderling Project in the 
Discovery Bay Cross Border region of Victoria and South Australia. The area is approximately 200 
kilometres of coastline. A handful were caught using loop-mats but we soon reverted to type and 
brought out the ñbig gunsò to increase the total to 122 Sanderling. These shorebirds are proving to 
be highly mobile, moving from 50 and 60 kilometres in the space of 24 hours. ñReccesò are 
challenging. 
 
The Mud Islands in Port Phillip Bay were visited for the Crested Tern colony and 1100 chicks were 
banded. 
 
Yallock Creek has become our most productive site with three successful catches plus a training 
day for nine members seeking to increase their skill levels. The November catch saw 218 Red-
necked Stint, 62 Curlew Sandpiper and one Little Stint! January brought 300 Red-necked Stint 
and 16 Curlew Sandpiper, with March delivering 187 Red-necked Stint and 268 Curlew 
Sandpiper.  Our Annual trip to the Western Treatment Plant was a frustrating affair with very few 
birds present. I would feel comfortable to say that the team saw far more Growling Grass Frogs 
than we saw Red-necked Stint (our traditional quarry). Four days of effort produced one catch of 
99 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and 14 Curlew Sandpiper. 
 
Corner Inlet is still the best area to observe waders in large numbers in Victoria due to its largely 
unspoilt nature. But that nature also makes it the hardest venue in which to operate. Tern colonies 
have been washed out and riverine flooding have inundated sand bars and spits, ideal for 
catching  just before we arrive to band. If there were abundant birds elsewhere, you could argue 
to abandon the area as ñtoo difficultò, but there are not, so it remains an area we need to study 
and understand and equip ourselves to operate successfully within. The current difficulties are 
probably due to successive ñLa Ninaò events increasing storm activities along that coastline and 
with a third ñLa Ninaò in a row, our difficulties seem set to continue. 
 
Border closures allowed only one trip to King Island this season and with kelp being abundant but 
scattered, the birds were also scattered. With no large flocks, every catch was a small affair, with 
low returns, resulting in a low number for the trip. Again this is a direct result of the ñLa Ninaò 
conditions of easterly or relatively calm conditions instead of the usual ñRoaring Fortiesò from the 
west. A lot of effort expended in flag reading brought good results even if the catches were low. 
 
A return trip to the Discovery Bay area saw an intensive effort over several days in both South 
Australia and Victoria, chasing Sanderling. Good catches were eventually made but again flag 
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reading efforts were well rewarded with much valuable information gained about the movement of 
the birds. The results we are getting from flag reading are quite exceptional and our own  
dedicated Flag Sighting Portal and database (BirdMark), expertly and efficiently designed and 
maintained by Professor Marcel Klaassen, is receiving reports from across the entire flyway. 
 
 
To those who despair at the lower catch numbers and cancelled trips, it seems to me, that despite 
the reduced catches, we are getting more useful data per year than at any time in our history. 
A true case of ñworking smarter, not harderò. 
 
ñAnd now for something completely differentò. A Victorian Government Authority requested our 
help in catching some ducks for their monitoring program. They were having little success and 
needed help. So ñwe gave it a goò and handed over the requisite 300+ ducks. But who amongst 
us knew that ducks have vicious claws and know how to use them? The payment received will go 
a long way to covering our operating costs and the project is expected to continue for several 
more years. 
 
And finally, I must thank Dr Birgita Hansen for her work on our website. Birgita has expressed the 
desire to step away from those duties and we need to find and train up some people to help 
maintain the currency of our website. Birgita has offered to work with any volunteers and the 
VWSG can look at facilitating suitable training to this end. 
 
I look forward, as ever, to seeing you at our field trips, equipment repair days, training days and of 
course our AGM. 
 

 
 
 
Steven E Atkinson. Chair. Victorian Wader Study Group 

 

 
In conjunction with the Sanderling project a photo competition featuring Sanderlings with leg-flags 
was held. This is a monthly winning photo of a bird at Danger Point, South Australia, taken by 
Sarah Campbell 
. 
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Species New Retrap Sum % Retrap

Bar-tailed Godwit 5       -       5           -           

Curlew Sandpiper 87     5           92        5               

Double-banded Plover 7       9           16        56             

Hooded Plover 9       -       9           -           

Little Stint 1       -       1           -           

Pied Oystercatcher 11     6           17        35             

Red-capped Plover 4       -       4           -           

Red-necked Stint 428   292      720      41             

Red Knot 9       -       9           -           

Ruddy Turnstone 90     80        170      47             

Sanderling 120   2           122      2               

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 99     -       99        -           

Sooty Oystercatcher 2       -       2           -           

Terek Sandpiper 1       -       1           -           

Sum 873   394      1,267   

Table 1: Waders caught by species, 2021

NOTE:
Forall tables bird data is now sourced from 
BirdMark
(https://birmark.net/). Re-analysis of the data has 
produced changes to some tables in previous 
Bulletins.
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Species C* D** New Retrap Sum% Retrap

Australian Painted Snipe -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Banded Stilt -   -   2,062            35               2,097            2

Bar-tailed Godwit -   -   5,968            818             6,786            12

Black-fronted Dotterel -   -   21                  -              21                  0

Black-tailed Godwit -   -   4                    -              4                    0

Black-winged Stilt -   -   86                  -              86                  0

Broad-billed Sandpiper -   -   7                    -              7                    0

Common Greenshank -   -   543               63               606               10

Cox's Sandpiper -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Curlew Sandpiper 6       -   28,619         5,454         34,079         16

Double-banded Plover 22     -   4,135            1,024         5,181            20

Far Eastern Curlew -   -   873               90               963               9

Great Knot 1       -   705               84               790               11

Greater Sandplover -   -   31                  3                  34                  9

Grey Plover -   -   201               32               233               14

Grey-tailed Tattler -   -   38                  2                  40                  5

Hooded Plover 1       1       138               9                  149               6

Latham's Snipe -   -   578               40               618               6

Lesser Sandplover -   -   118               11               129               9

Little Stint -   -   9                    -              9                    0

Long-toed Stint -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Marsh Sandpiper -   -   2                    -              2                    0

Masked Lapwing 1       -   198               4                  203               2

Oriental Plover -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Pacific Golden Plover -   -   271               26               297               9

Pectoral Sandpiper -   -   2                    -              2                    0

Pied Oystercatcher -   1       3,660            1,830         5,491            33

Red Knot 5       -   5,380            736             6,121            12

Red-capped Plover -   -   825               188             1,013            19

Red-kneed Dotterel -   -   141               11               152               7

Red-necked Avocet -   -   926               133             1,059            13

Red-necked Phalarope -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Red-necked Stint 11     3       132,786       35,708       168,508       21

Ruddy Turnstone 1       2       7,091            3,938         11,032         36

Sanderling -   1       6,125            2,154         8,280            26

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper -   -   11,498         487             11,985         4

Short-billed Dowitcher*** -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Sooty Oystercatcher 1       1       1,215            477             1,694            28

South Island Oystercatcher*** -   -   1                    -              1                    0

Terek Sandpiper -   -   38                  1                  39                  3

Whimbrel -   -   49                  6                  55                  11

Sum 49     9       214,350       53,364       267,772       

C*  = Control recoveries (of someone else's band)

D** = Dead Recovery

*** = Bird count not included in other tables

Table 2: Waders caught by species, 1975  -  2021

Note: This table includes Latham's Snipe data collected as part of a collaborative project 

commenced with Federation Universiry Ballarat. 
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Calendar Year C* D** New Retrap Sum % Retrap

1975 0 0 9                     -               9                     0

1976 0 0 587                 4                   591                 1

1977 0 0 517                 12                 529                 2

1978 1 0 1,294              42                 1,337              3

1979 0 0 7,425              477               7,902              6

1980 0 0 6,102              1,200            7,302              16

1981 0 0 4,540              866               5,406              16

1982 1 0 3,814              792               4,607              17

1983 0 0 2,880              628               3,508              18

1984 1 0 4,271              1,042            5,314              20

1985 2 0 4,056              1,044            5,102              20

1986 6 0 7,133              2,045            9,184              22

1987 8 0 5,341              1,552            6,901              22

1988 4 0 8,021              2,666            10,691            25

1989 0 0 5,433              1,583            7,016              23

1990 2 0 4,093              2,027            6,122              33

1991 0 0 3,204              843               4,047              21

1992 0 0 4,648              855               5,503              16

1993 3 0 8,835              2,563            11,401            22

1994 1 0 4,839              1,744            6,584              26

1995 0 0 2,709              616               3,325              19

1996 1 0 5,257              1,028            6,286              16

1997 5 0 4,350              1,011            5,366              19

1998 0 0 8,067              1,406            9,473              15

1999 1 0 6,532              1,579            8,112              19

2000 1 0 10,333            2,571            12,905            20

2001 0 0 4,676              1,298            5,974              22

2002 0 0 10,171            2,116            12,287            17

2003 0 0 8,510              2,370            10,880            22

2004 0 1 5,109              1,217            6,327              19

2005 4 0 6,320              1,887            8,211              23

2006 0 0 6,592              1,451            8,043              18

2007 2 0 4,768              932               5,702              16

2008 2 1 4,489              1,356            5,848              23

2009 2 0 4,004              867               4,873              18

2010 0 0 3,018              751               3,769              20

2011 1 0 4,319              829               5,149              16

2012 1 0 3,616              868               4,485              19

2013 0 0 4,403              1,110            5,513              20

2014 0 0 3,654              995               4,649              21

2015 0 1 5,931              1,167            7,099              16

2016 0 3 3,071              866               3,940              22

2017 0 1 2,669              1,058            3,728              28

2018 0 0 1,630              637               2,267              28

2019 0 2 1,529              664               2,195              30

2020 0 0 706                 335               1,041              32

2021 0 0 873                 394               1,267              31

Sum 49              9                214,348          53,364          267,770          

Average 4,561              1,135            5,697              19          

C*  = Control  recoveries (of someone else's  band)

D** = Dead Recovery Note: This  table includes Latham's Snipe data col lected as part of a col laborative

project commenced wi th Federation Univers i ty Bal larat.

 Table 3: Waders caught each calendar year

The total of 1267 birds 
caught in the calendar

year is one of the 
lowest since the VWSG 

began cannon-netting 
shorebirds. The 
shorebirds often 

outsmarted us last year! 
In addition annual catch 

totals have declined in 
recent years, in part 
because the catching 

program has been 
reduced to more 

focused targets, and in 
part because declining 

numbers at several 
sites have made 
catching more difficult. 

The proportion of 
retrapped birds (31%) 
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Calendar Year Jan - Jun Jul - Dec Sum

1975 9 0 9

1976 193                398                591                

1977 373                156                529                

1978 205                1,132             1,337             

1979 4,269             3,633             7,902             

1980 4,108             3,194             7,302             

1981 2,105             3,301             5,406             

1982 2,424             2,183             4,607             

1983 2,888             620                3,508             

1984 2,653             2,661             5,314             

1985 3,949             1,153             5,102             

1986 4,997             4,187             9,184             

1987 3,133             3,768             6,901             

1988 5,215             5,476             10,691           

1989 3,850             3,166             7,016             

1990 1,656             4,466             6,122             

1991 2,351             1,696             4,047             

1992 3,352             2,151             5,503             

1993 5,280             6,121             11,401           

1994 2,879             3,705             6,584             

1995 1,517             1,808             3,325             

1996 1,800             4,486             6,286             

1997 1,910             3,456             5,366             

1998 5,544             3,929             9,473             

1999 4,130             3,982             8,112             

2000 5,993             6,912             12,905           

2001 3,895             2,079             5,974             

2002 7,931             4,356             12,287           

2003 3,039             7,841             10,880           

2004 1,290             5,037             6,327             

2005 5,009             3,202             8,211             

2006 5,089             2,954             8,043             

2007 3,693             2,009             5,702             

2008 4,020             1,828             5,848             

2009 2,740             2,133             4,873             

2010 2,141             1,628             3,769             

2011 1,979             3,170             5,149             

2012 3,212             1,273             4,485             

2013 3,264             2,249             5,513             

2014 2,732             1,917             4,649             

2015 4,645             2,454             7,099             

2016 1,996             1,944             3,940             

2017 2,895             833                3,728             

2018 1,472             795                2,267             

2019 1,926             269                2,195             

2020 602                439                1,041             

2021 620                647                1,267             

Sum 140,973         126,797         267,770         

bƻǘŜΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ [ŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ {ƴƛǇŜ Řŀǘŀ 

collected in a collaborative project with Federation 

University, Ballarat.

Table 4: Waders caught in first (Jan-Jun) and second 

(Jul-Dec) part of each year
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State 2021 Pre 2021 Sum

SA 164                                                                                          20,921     21,085         

TAS 70                                                                                            4,175       4,245            

VIC 1,027                                                                                      241,328  242,355       

Unknown 6                                                                                              79             85                  

Sum 1,267                                                                                      266,503  267,770       

 Table 6: Waders caught across various locations

State Location 2021 Pre-2021 Sum

ACT Jerrabomberra Wetlands -           71                  71                  

SA Bald Hill -           15                  15                  

SA Baudin Rocks, opposite Boatswain Point -           17                  17                  

SA Beachport 39             702               741               

SA Blackfellows Caves, 6 km SE of Carpenter Rocks 1               550               551               

SA Boatswain Point -           32                  32                  

SA Brown Bay, 15 km E of Port Macdonnell 4               4,256            4,260            

SA Canunda National Park 1               1,934            1,935            

SA Carpenter Rocks 29             2,623            2,652            

SA Danger Pt, Brown Bay, near Port Macdonnell -           4,170            4,170            

SA Fox Lake, Robe -           4                    4                    

SA French Point, Port Macdonnell -           80                  80                  

SA Lake Eyre Sth -           12                  12                  

SA Lake George, near Beachport -           16                  16                  

SA Lake Harry -           10                  10                  

SA Lake Mcintyre, Millicent -           3                    3                    

SA Lake Torrens -           1,364            1,364            

SA Little Dip conservation Park -           4                    4                    

SA Morella Basin -           40                  40                  

SA Nene Valley 51             1,564            1,615            

SA Nora Creina, 22km NW of Beachport 1               442               443               

SA Port Macdonnell 15             750               765               

SA Robe 3               13                  16                  

SA Southern Lagoon, near Woods Well -           334               334               

SA Stony Point, Port Macdonnell -           959               959               

SA Ten Mile Creek, NW Beachport -           1                    1                    

SA Thompsons Beach -           210               210               

SA Venus Bay, Eyre Peninsula -           16                  16                  

SA Wright Bay 20             15                  35                  

SA Yanerbie Beach, Streaky Bay -           785               785               

TAS Bird Point, Robbins Island -           39                  39                  

TAS Currie, King Island 2               811               813               

TAS Dripping Wells, King Island -           254               254               

TAS Manuka, King Island 42             1,649            1,691            

TAS Porky Bay, King Island 26             230               256               

TAS Shipwreck Point, Perkins Island -           15                  15                  

TAS Springs, NW King Island -           27                  27                  

TAS Stokes Point, King Island -           290               290               

TAS Surprise Bay, King Island -           319               319               

TAS Trough Bay, SW King Island -           31                  31                  

TAS Unlucky Bay, King Island -           62                  62                  

TAS Whistler Point, King Island -           448               448               

VIC Albifrons Island, Ocean Grange, Lakes NP -           17                  17                  

VIC Altona Foreshore -           18                  18                  

VIC Bairnsdale -           2                    2                    

VIC Barralliar Island, Westernport 19             8,228            8,247            

VIC Barry Beach, Corner Inlet -           13,609         13,609         

VIC Barwon Heads -           569               569               

VIC Belmont Common, Geelong -           229               229               

 Table 5: Waders caught across various Australian states
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Table 6 continued

State Location 2021 Pre-2021 Sum

VIC Bendigo Sewerage Farm -           108               108               

VIC Black Rocks, near Barwon Heads -           278               278               

VIC Braeside Metropolitan Park -           78                  78                  

VIC Bullock Island, Corner Inlet -           11                  11                  

VIC Bullock Swamp, NW French Island -           166               166               

VIC Camel Rocks, west of Corner Inlet -           2                    2                    

VIC Cheetham Wetlands, Laverton -           1                    1                    

VIC Conroy Lane, Muckleford -           3                    3                    

VIC Fairhaven, French Island -           341               341               

VIC GMH Drain, near The Gurdies, Westernport -           210               210               

VIC Killarney Beach, Port Fairy -           513               513               

VIC Lake Reeve, Seaspray -           18                  18                  

VIC Lake Victoria -           167               167               

VIC Loch Sport, Lakes NP -           3                    3                    

VIC Long Island, Hastings -           416               416               

VIC Downs, Yanakie -           370               370               

VIC Maher's Landing, Inverloch -           22,119         22,119         

VIC Mud Island, Port Phillip Bay -           758               758               

VIC NW corner Swan Bay, Queenscliff -           3,107            3,107            

VIC Near ICI Research Station, Sth Croydon -           1                    1                    

VIC Warneet, Westernport -           111               111               

VIC Mann's Beach, Corner Inlet -           17,972         17,972         

VIC Point Cook, Altona -           933               933               

VIC Point Henry, Geelong -           24                  24                  

VIC Port Albert, Corner Inlet -           30                  30                  

VIC Powling Street Wetlands, Port Fairy -           136               136               

VIC Rhyll, Phillip Island 7               1,676            1,683            

VIC Roussac's Farm, near Foster, Corner Inlet -           1,352            1,352            

VIC Sandy Point, East French Island -           45                  45                  

VIC Sandy Point, Shallow Inlet -           2,811            2,811            

VIC Seaford Swamp -           188               188               

VIC Sth Swan Bay, Queenscliff -           27                  27                  

VIC Stockyard Point, Lang Lang, Westernport 70             11,073         11,143         

VIC Swan Island, Queenscliff -           28,251         28,251         

VIC The Gurdies, Westernport -           3,032            3,032            

VIC Toora -           71                  71                  

VIC Tooradin -           95                  95                  

VIC Tortoise Head, French Island -           35                  35                  

VIC Towong, Gibson's Soak -           3                    3                    

VIC West end of Phillip Island -           4                    4                    

VIC West Head, Flinders -           2,142            2,142            

VIC Western Treatment Plant, Werribee 113           75,028         75,141         

VIC Yallock Creek, near Kooweerup 699           44,947         45,646         

VIC Yambuk 119           -                119               

Unknown 6               8                    14                  

Sum 1,267       266,503       267,770       

Note: These tables include Latham's Snipe data collected as part of a collaborative project with Federation University

Bal larat
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Species Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Sum

Banded Stilt 294       173       12          352       84       56       430     545     -      -        -        151       2,097      

Bar-tailed Godwit 1,098    1,602    830       98          24       1,068 293     286     78       540       286       583       6,786      

Black-fronted Dotterel -        -        7            -        11       1          1          -      -      -        -        1            21            

Black-tailed Godwit 1            -        -        -        -      1          -      -      -      1            1            -        4              

Black-winged Stilt 6            8            -        -        -      -      2          13       -      4            2            51          86            

Broad-billed Sandpiper 2            2            -        -        -      -      -      -      -      -        -        3            7              

Cox's Sandpiper -        -        -        -        -      -      -      -      -      -        1            -        1              

Curlew Sandpiper 10,954 4,682    3,341    505       237     137     504     946     550     1,531    2,598    8,380    34,365    

Double-banded Plover -        10          271       495       849     1,117 1,367 1,072 1          -        -        2            5,184      

Far Eastern Curlew 26          173       18          -        24       18       21       76       175     152       180       100       963          

Great Knot 205       149       18          -        -      45       25       6          16       117       78          131       790          

Greater Sandplover 21          4            6            -        -      1          1          -      -      -        1            -        34            

Greenshank 69          135       122       -        -      -      -      -      -      41          178       61          606          

Grey-tailed Tattler 30          -        1            3            -      4          -      -      -      -        1            1            40            

Grey Plover 38          20          9            6            -      9          -      -      2          102       43          4            233          

Hooded Plover 30          10          34          15          2          15       -      2          4          7            21          19          159          

Latham's Snipe 99          49          -        13          -      -      -      -      113     162       111       71          618          

Lesser Sandplover 68          5            15          7            2          3          2          -      -      1            15          11          129          

Little Stint 2            -        1            -        -      -      -      -      -      -        2            4            9              

Long-toed Stint -        -        -        -        -      -      -      -      -      1            -        -        1              

Marsh Sandpiper -        -        -        -        -      -      -      -      -      -        -        2            2              

Masked Lapwing 6            11          94          18          8          13       4          1          4          5            22          17          203          

Oriental Plover -        -        -        -        -      -      -      -      -      1            -        -        1              

Pacific Golden Plover 31          28          69          2            -      -      -      -      -      31          70          66          297          

Painted Snipe -        -        -        1            -      -      -      -      -      -        -        -        1              

Pectoral Sandpiper -        2            -        -        -      -      -      -      -      -        -        -        2              

Pied Oystercatcher 203       285       412       695       811     1,143 956     522     242     42          68          121       5,500      

Red-capped Plover 68          97          91          139       208     121     78       40       19       31          52          69          1,013      

Red-kneed Dotterel -        10          -        20          1          44       25       2          12       8            23          7            152          

Red-necked Avocet 346       -        -        8            14       -      19       82       275     171       51          93          1,059      

Red-necked Phalarope -        -        -        -        -      -      -      -      -      -        -        1            1              

Red-necked Stint 36,242 23,313 17,336 5,981    719     1,440 2,763 2,139 3,509 8,440    18,266 49,078 169,226 

Red Knot 1,004    658       316       223       47       690     645     141     96       1,347    621       333       6,121      

Ruddy Turnstone 510       825       3,705    2,486    49       23       79       179     138     242       1,843    1,101    11,180    

Sanderling 376       976       3,682    1,199    -      -      -      5          -      265       1,113    881       8,497      

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2,783    1,403    282       3            -      -      5          16       512     603       774       5,604    11,985    

Sooty Oystercatcher 22          106       87          295       256     407     358     146     -      1            12          4            1,694      

Terek Sandpiper 16          2            1            1            2          -      2          1          -      1            1            12          39            

Whimbrel 3            2            41          -        -      1          -      -      1          4            3            -        55            

Sum 54,553 34,740 30,801 12,565 3,348 6,357 7,580 6,220 5,747 13,851 26,437 66,962 269,161 

Processed means that two or more of the following were recorded for each bird: band number, bill length, total head length, wing

length, weight or primary moult/

Note: This table includes Latham's Snipe data collected as part of a collaborative project with Federation University Ballarat

 Table 7: Waders processed in each month, Jan - Dec 2021

The VWSGhas caught 

samples of most  species in 
all of the months in which 
they are present inthe areas 
in which we catch. This was 
the focus of the catching 
programs in the 1980's and 

1990's, when little was 
known about moult and 
weight cycles of our 
shorebirds. In more recent 
years, a large proportion of 

birds banded by the VWSG 
have been caught in summer 

months, in catches made to 
assess age ratios. There are 
still some catches made in 
other months, e.g. to 
retrieve geolocators, to 
catch oystercatchers, and 

for the Ruddy Turnstone and 
Sanderling research carried 

out in South Australia and 
on King Island.
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Table 8: Waders leg-flagged by VWSG

Species 1979-89 1990-99 2001-09 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Sum

Austral ian Painted Snipe -       -       -       1        -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1            

Banded Sti l t -       -       334      56      333    15      1,127 -     80      -     -     -     -     -     -     1,945     

Bar-ta i led Godwit -       1,400   3,071   349    284    262    10      178    139    195    24      49      101    -     5        6,067     

Black-fronted Dotterel -       -       1          -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     4        -     -     -     5            

Black-ta i led Godwit -       -       1          -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1            

Black-winged Sti l t -       -       21        -     2        -     5        -     2        -     -     -     6        26      -     62          

Broad-bi l led Sandpiper -       -       -       -     -     -     -     1        -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1            

Common Greenshank -       -       65        -     -     -     -     4        2        -     -     1        -     -     -     72          

Curlew Sandpiper -       -       1,874   411    53      284    504    446    649    389    434    274    370    172    92      5,952     

Double-banded Plover -       -       237      11      38      73      18      129    75      24      60      82      10      12      16      785        

Far Eastern Curlew -       -       36        -     44      18      -     4        -     -     -     -     3        -     -     105        

Great Knot -       -       116      -     4        5        -     2        -     2        -     1        1        -     -     131        

Grey Plover -       -       43        -     2        -     -     10      5        4        2        -     6        -     -     72          

Hooded Plover -       -       5          2        7        1        6        13      16      22      21      7        2        12      9        123        

Latham's Snipe -       -       -       -     -     -     -     -     13      43      97      35      14      8        -     210        

Li ttle Stint -       -       2          -     1        -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1        4            

Masked Lapwing -       -       29        -     1        2        -     2        3        -     -     3        -     -     -     40          

Oriental  Plover -       -       1          -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1            

Paci fic Golden Plover -       -       31        -     2        1        -     -     3        -     -     -     -     -     -     37          

Pied Oystercatcher 589      1,456   1,761   79      177    309    222    168    178    75      89      12      16      7        15      5,153     

Red Knot -       -       1,399   21      50      80      4        21      74      48      41      13      2        -     9        1,762     

Red-capped Plover -       -       61        7        7        22      4        21      45      22      1        4        3        -     4        201        

Red-kneed Dotterel -       -       1          -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1            

Red-necked Avocet -       -       56        -     -     201    83      200    180    -     -     15      1        5        -     741        

Red-necked Stint 66        29,956 48,324 1,797 2,768 2,224 2,525 2,425 4,031 2,488 2,292 406    748    617    720    101,387 

Ruddy Turnstone -       2          2,535   585    755    326    574    661    507    301    468    422    567    76      170    7,949     

Sanderl ing -       -       2,318   366    489    489    250    211    85      30      143    6        112    -     122    4,621     

Sharp-ta i led Sandpiper -       -       3,155   12      120    102    141    108    575    40      34      480    132    103    99      5,101     

Sooty Oystercatcher 68        395      817      68      8        66      40      41      49      19      14      4        2        1        2        1,594     

Terek Sandpiper -       -       4          -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     1        5            

Whimbrel -       -       29        -     -     2        -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     31          

Sum 723      33,209 66,327 3,765 5,145 4,482 5,513 4,645 6,711 3,702 3,720 1,818 2,096 1,039 1,265 144,160 
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Table 9 Waders leg-flagged in South Australia

Species 1993 1995 1996 1997 1998 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Sum

Banded Stilt -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  334     -  -  -  56    333     12    1,025 -      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1,760    

Bar-tailed Godwit -  -  -  3      -  -  -  3      -  8      -  -      -  -  -  -  -      12    6         -      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  32         

Broad-billed Sandpiper -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      -  -  -  -  -      -  -      1         -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1            

Curlew Sandpiper -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  11    3      125 12       30    38    1      4      18       -  7         8         -  2      3      -  -  -  -  262       

Double-banded Plover -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  30       2      -  1      5      30       12    -      3         -  -  -  -  -  -  -  83         

Great Knot -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      -  -  -  -  -      4      -      2         -  -  -  -  -  -  -  6            

Common Greenshank -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      -  -  -  -  -      -  -      4         2      -  -  1      -  -  -  7            

Grey Plover -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -      -  -  -  -  -      -  -      10       5      4      2      -  -  -  -  21         

Hooded Plover -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  2      -  -      2      -  -  2      5         1      6         13       16    18    13    7      2      11   9      107       

Masked Lapwing -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  4      2      2      4         2      -  -  -  1         -  -      -      3      -  -  -  -  -  -  18         

Pacific Golden Plover -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1      -  16    14       -  -  -  -  2         1      -      -      1      -  -  -  -  -  -  35         

Pied Oystercatcher -  -  -  -  2      -  -  -  6      3      -  4         1      -  7      5      5         15    11       10       3      9      6      10    4      6      5      112       

Red-capped Plover -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1      -  9      15       1      -  4      2      3         8      -      17       20    14    1      -  1      -  3      99         

Red-necked Stint 1      116 34   53   66   396 16   -  165 106 205 520     58    99    202 238 445     99    417     390     121 166 18    69    218 -  42    4,260    

Red Knot -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1      -  12       -  -  -  -  -      1      -      1         -  -  20    -  -  -  -  35         

Ruddy Turnstone -  -  -  -  2      1      -  -  60    214 113 403     137 215 201 204 400     71    215     323     254 104 127 83    175 76   102 3,480    

Sanderling -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  5      107 326 300     724 372 172 348 489     487 250     211     85    30    143 6      112 -  -  4,167    

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  5      73    28    21       -  15    -  -  81       41    1         23       5      -  -  2      -  -  -  295       

Sooty Oystercatcher -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  1      -  -  -      -  -  4      1      -      2      8         3         -  -  1      3      2      1      1      27         

Sum 1      116 34   56   70   397 16   3      259 519 824 1,669 957 739 592 865 1,812 766 1,946 1,019 515 347 334 181 514 94   162 14,807 
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Please Note: 
 
 Additional fieldwork may be added for this period and you will be advised 
accordingly 

 
 Participant arrangements: 
 

 The meeting time is normally 5 hours before high tide. 
 

 You must let Penny or Rob know by email and leave a mobile phone number in case of last 
minute cancellations or change of meeting location several days before each fieldwork 
activity, if you plan to participate.   This greatly helps reduce the number of phone calls which 
organizers have to make to complete a satisfactory team for each activity and meets Covid 
record keeping requirements. 
  

 

Penny Johns pennyjohns@hotmail.com 

0419 366 507 

Rob Patrick farmingminds@gmail.com 

0408 429 944 

 

     
 

mailto:pennyjohns@hotmail.com
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Recovery Report 2021 /2022 

Ila Marks 

Recovery Reports refer to birds that are seen in the field and reported to the Australian Bat and 

Bird Banding Scheme (ABBBS), who then notify the VWSG with a Recovery Report. These 

reports contain the band number, where the bird was seen, any engraved leg flag details, if it 

was injured, dead or alive, when and where the bird was banded, distance from the site where it 

was banded and age at the time of banding. Recoveries do not include Sightings; these are 

birds seen and reported directly to the VWSG database BirdMark. See a Sightings report 

elsewhere in the Bulletin. 

Oystercatchers 

Table 1. Pied Oystercatcher Recoveries 2021/2022 

Date 
Banded 

Place 
Banded 

Place Reported Date 
Reported 

Age  Distance 
from 
Banding 

Comment 

12/8/2014 Roussacôs 
Farm Vic 

Clonmel Isl. 
Corner Inlet Vic 

23/12/2021 10 47 ELF Yellow 
VL 

12/8/2014 Rousacôs 
Farm Vic 

Clonmel Isl. 
Corner Inlet Vic 

23/12/2021 9 47 ELF Yellow 
UM 

12/8/2014 Rousacôs 
Farm Vic 

Sandbar 
Manning River 
NSW 

17/3/2022`10 10 965 ELF Yellow 
VW 

28/6/2014 Off Manns 
Beach Vic 

Dream Isl. 
Nooramunga 
CP Vic 

23/12/2021 11 2 ELF Yellow 
TE 

24/6/2013 Off Manns 
Beach Vic 

Dream Isl. 
Nooramunga 
CP Vic 

23/12/2021 12 2i ELF Yellow 
PS 
 

25/5/2013 Roussacôs 
Farm Vic 

Clonmel Isl. 
Corner Inlet Vic 

23/12/2021 9 47 ELF Yellow 
NW 

3/7/2012 Stockyard 
Point Vic 

Currarong Reef 
NSW 

10/9/2021 13 602 ELF Red 56 

20/6/2012 Off Manns 
Beach Vic 

Currarong Reef 
NSW 

7/9/2021 10 541 ELF Yellow 
JZ 

20/6/2012 Off Manns 
Beach Vic 

Currarong 
Beach NSW 

3/9/2021 10 540 ELF Yellow 
JZ 

14/8/2010 Barry Beach 
Vic 

Friendly Beach 
Tas 

17/7/2021 12 398 ELF Yellow 
79 

3/7/2012 Stockyard 
Point 

Dream Isl. 
Nooramunga 
CP Vic 

23/12/2021 10 120 ELF Red 69 

21/6/2008 Off Manns 
Beach Vic 

Dream Isl. 
Nooramunga 
CP Vic 

24/1/2021 16 18 ELG Yellow 
4T 

13/8/2006 Barry Beach 
Vic 

Dream Isl. 
Nooramunga 
CP Vic 

24/11/2021 19 43 ELF Yellow 
8H 

16/7/1999 Off Manns 
Beach  
Vic 

Dream Isl. 
Nooramunga 
CP Vic 

24/11/2021 25 6 ELF Yellow 
1N 

11/9/1994 Stockyard 
Point Vic 

Jam Jerrup Vic 21/11/2021 30 6 Found dead 
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 Table 1 sets out the Pied Oystercatcher Recoveries for the 2021/2022 period. From the table 

the following observations can be made: 

¶ There were 15 recoveries. 

¶ The oldest bird, found dead, would have been at least 30 years old, it was banded at 

Stockyard Point, Westernport, Vic on 11 September 1994 and found at a beach near 

Jam Jerrup on 21 September 2021. The next oldest bird, aged 25, was banded off 

Manns Beach, Corner Inlet, Vic and observed at Dream Island, Nooramunga Marine and 

Coastal Park, Vic on the 24 November 2021. 

¶ A bird banded at Barry Beach, Vic was observed at Friendly Beach, Tasmania. Last year 

there was also an observation from Tasmania. 

¶ In the 2020/2021 Recovery Report two thirds of the observations were from NSW; this 

year there were only four. This discrepancy would be due to the lower number of people 

on the ground in NSW reporting their observations to the ABBBS. 

¶ Two birds banded at Roussacôs Farm, Vic on 12 August 2014 were observed together at 

nearby Clonmel Is, Corner Inlet, Vic on 23 December 2021. Another two birds banded 

Off Manns Beach, Corner Inlet, Vic on 20 June 2012 were both observed at Currarong 

Reef, NSW on 3 September 2021. 

 

Sooty Oystercatcher Recoveries 2021/2022 

One Recovery was received for a Sooty Oystercatcher with ELG R Black J5. It was banded at 

Pelican Point, Carpenter Rocks, SA in April 2014 when it was four years or older and was seen 

at Thunder Point, Warrnambool, Victoria in July 2021. 

Table 2. Oystercatchers seen in SE Australia 2021/22 
 

Species 
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Pied Oystercatcher 10  4  1 15 

Sooty Oystercatcher 1      

Total 11  4  1 15 

 

Crested Tern Recoveries 2021/2022 

For the reporting period of this Bulletin, we have received only three Recoveries for Crested 

Tern from NSW, possibly due to fewer people being óout and aboutô because of the COVID-19 

pandemic restrictions. Two of the birds were seen at Flat Rock, East of Ballina, NSW in October 

and November, aged 18 and 11. Another was seen at Airforce Beach, Salty Lagoon, NSW, 

aged 10. These birds were 1,330 kilometres from where they were banded at either The 

Nobbies, Phillip Island, Vic or Mud Islands, Vic. 

This year 15 birds were Recovered dead, the same number as last year. Eleven were under 

one year of age. They were banded at Mud Islands, Vic and were found in the Port Phillip Bay, 
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Vic area. One bird, aged 15, was banded at the Nobbies, Vic and found at Sorrento, Vic. 

Another, aged seven, was banded at Mud Islands and found at Newport, Vic. 

There were no Caspian Tern, Fairy Tern, Little Tern, Whiskered or White-winged Tern 

Recoveries for the year. 

Other Recovery Reports 

Grey Plover 

Grey Plover ELF CLW, banded at Thompson Beach, SA on 26 October 2014, was seen at 

Thompson Beach on 22 November 2022. It was banded as three-year-old making it 10 years 

old. This bird has been seen three times in the Thompson Beach area in December 2015, 2016, 

and 2020. 

Red-necked Avocet 

We received one Red-necked Avocet Recovery for the year. It was banded at Yallock Creek, 

Vic on 6 January 2013 and was seen 196 kilometres away in East Bairnsdale, Vic 8 years later.  

Table 3. Red-necked Avocet Recoveries 2021/2022 

Date 
Banded 

Place 
Banded 

Place 
Reported 

Date 
Reported 

Years 
B/T 
Banding/Recovery 

Distance 
from 
Banding 

Comment 

6/1/2013 Yallock 
Creek Vic 

Jones 
Wildlife 
Reserve, 
East 
Bairnsdale 
Vic 

8/6/2021 8 196 ELF ANZ 

 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

We have a Recovery Report for a Bar-tailed Godwit from Palana, Kamchatka O, Koryak, 

Russia, where it was shot. It was banded Off Manns Beach, Corner Inlet, Vic on 4 July 2016. It 

was four years old. Sadly, shooting is a popular hobby in Kamchatka. 

Another bird banded Off Manns Beach, Corner Inlet, Vic, on 22 June 2014, was seen at Port 

Hacking, Maianbar, NSW on 7 and 8 September respectively. It was seven years old. On 5 

October a Bar-tailed Godwit, also banded Off Manns Beach, Vic, was seen at Maroom, QLD. It 

was also seven years old. These three birds would have been on their way to New Zealand, 

where óourô adult Bar-tailed Godwit spend their austral summer. 

 

Ruddy Turnstone 

There are five Ruddy Turnstone Recoveries. Four were seen within 25 kilometres of their 

banding places. Once again, illustrating the site loyalty of Ruddy Turnstone. 
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Table 4. Ruddy Turnstone Recoveries 2021/2022 

 

Date 
Banded 

Place 
Banded 

Place 
Reported 

Date 
Reported 

YearsB/T 
Banding-
Recovery  

Distance 
from 
Banding(
Km) 

Comment 

4/12/2016 Bald Hill SA Bald Hill SA 16/12/2021 5 (Age 7) 23  ELF VEU 

17/4/2010 West Head 
Flinders Vic 

Flinders 
Beach Vic 

24/11/2021 11 (Age 11) 3 ELF CMS 

5/3/2019 West Head 
Flinders Vic 

Flinders 
Beach Vic 

8/11/2021 2 3 ELF UTE 

18/11/2015 Thompson 
Beach SA 

Thompson 
Beach SA 

22/11/2021 6 2 ELF XJC 

1/11/2020 Blackfellows 
Caves, 
Carpenter 
Rocks SA 

St Kilda 
Shoreline SA 

4/9/2021 1 334 ELF SAT 

 

 

Ruddy Turnstone CMS. Flinders, Vic. Photo: Con Duyvesten. 

 

Curlew Sandpiper 

We have only one Curlew Sandpiper Recovery in the past year, a juvenile banded at Western 

Treatment Plant, Vic on 28 December 2020 and seen at the Ocean Beach Flinders, Vic on 1 

September 2021. 

Red Knot 

A Red Knot banded at Stockyard Point, Lang Lang, Westernport, Vic on 6 May 2012 was found 

dead at Manakapua Island, New Zealand on 20 March 2021. It was eight years old. Another 

Red Knot banded at Rhyll, Phillip Island, Vic on 26 January 2015 was seen at Stockton Sandpit, 

NSW on 2 October 2021. It was seven years old. 
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Sightings ï Birds seen in 2021/2022 and reported to BirdMark   

Ila Marks 

In the past year there have been many sightings of birds banded by the Victorian Wader Study 

Group and reported to BirdMark. Reports of birds seen in Australian numbered 1,572 and bird 

seen in countries other than Australia numbered 358.  

A Sharp-tailed Sandpiper was sighted by Rod Bird at Walker Island, Rangaunu Harbour, North 

Island, New Zealand. This is an unusual sighting. It was banded at the Werribee Treatment 

Plant on 28 December 2021, and aged 2+ 

In Australia the single bird most reported was a South Island Pied Oystercatcher, from 2016 to 

2021, it has been reported 103 times.  

 

VWSG Banded Birds Seen in Countries Other than Australia 2021 

  China  
Hong 
Kong Japan 

New 
Zealand 

South 
Korea Taiwan 

Philip-
ines Total 

Bar-tailed Godwit 8  2 61 173   244 

Curlew Sandpiper 3     9  12 

Far Eastern Curlew 1           1   2 

Great Knot 1       1 

Red-necked Stint 2      1 3 

Red Knot 4   53    57 

Ruddy Turnstone 9 4 1   15  29 

Sanderling 3       3 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 3   1  3  7 

          
Total 34 4 3 115 174 27 1 358 

 

 

                                               Ruddy Turnstone. Photo: Sarah Campbell 
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Tern Breeding and Banding Report 2021/2022 

Ila Marks, Robyn Atkinson 

 

Silver Gulls pestering nesting Crested Tern Mud Islands 10 November 2021. Photo Ila Marks 

 
The Mud Islands trip to count, band and re-trap terns on 10 November 2021 was our first 

banding field work in Victoria since July 2021. It was not looking promising as team members 

left Melbourne and Sorrento in pouring rain in the early hours to meet the Parks Victoria boat at 

8.30 am at the Queenscliff wharf. However, as often happens, when we arrived the clouds 

cleared, and a successful day followed. A second successful trip to Mud Islands occurred nearly 

a month later, on 14 December. The Corner Inlet field trip on 9 February 2022, to band Caspian 

Tern, was also successful, following many recces, emails and the organisation of details. 

South-eastern Australia 
Caspian Tern 
 
The Caspian Tern colony at Mud Islands was in the same place as it was last year, a walk of 

about a kilometre from the boat drop off point. On the November visit, 18 breeding pairs of 

Caspian Tern were sighted along with 17 chicks. Seven chicks were banded. On the return visit 

in December, 15 pairs of adults were counted with seven fully fledged birds and three large 

chicks. 

Banding terns at Corner Inlet is always an adventure with the boat trip out to the sand bars and 

islands. We thank Jonathon Stevenson for his many recces and value his detailed knowledge of 

that part of the Victorian coast. On 18 January he reported 40-50 Caspian Tern on the west end 

of Box Bank, with newly hatched chicks. The good results from the field trip that followed on 9 

February were due to Jonathonôs recces and to the fitness of the team who had to chase some 

large active chicks to eventually apply bands and engraved leg flags. On Clonmel Island there 

were 10 adults sitting on nests. Seven chicks were banded, three chicks did not receive bands 
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and there was one egg on a nest. On Box Bank 25 breeding pairs and approximately 10 eggs 

on nests were counted. Fifteen chicks were banded. 

Given an email received from Jonathon on 11 January, where he described possible raven 

predation and water inundation on Caspian and Crested Tern nests, the above is a good result. 

Thanks to Jonathon Stevenson and Steve Johnson for their boating expertise. 

Caspian Tern - Breeding and Banding Table 

Location Breeding Pairs Chicks banded 

Mud Islands 18 7 

Corner Inlet Clonmel Island 10 7 

Corner Inlet Box Bank 25 15 

Totals 53 29 

 

South-eastern Australia 

Crested Tern 

 

On the 10 November 2021 trip to Mud Islands the team was reduced to six people due to 

COVID-19 pandemic restrictions on the number people allowed on the boat. However, we 

achieved all we set out to do. The Crested Tern colony had shifted since 2020. It was closer to 

the boat drop off point and spread out over 300 metres along the dunes. The team counted 

2,675 Crested Tern sitting on nests, but no hatched chicks were seen. Last year we were on 

Mud Islands at the same time and several chicks had already hatched.  

Silver Gulls were pestering the terns as they sat on their nests and the team wondered if 

predation of Crested Tern eggs and chicks would be a problem for the colony. We were able to 

read 112 band numbers, a difficult task as we were constantly bombarded by Crested Tern 

protecting their nests.  

On the return trip to Mud Islands on 14 December, with a larger team, we were able to band 

1,110 newly hatched Crested Tern chicks. Some Crested Tern were observed still sitting on 

eggs. Although pestering gulls were again present the tern colony was intact. 

 

No Crested Tern were banded on the Nobbies, Philip Island, Victoria. The Crested Tern 

breeding colony now seems to be well established on nearby Seal Rocks with 1,243 breeding 

pairs counted in January 2022. These figures are established by analysing photos of the colony. 

This is coordinated by Ross Holmberg from the Phillip Island Nature Parks. 

 

Jonathon Stevenson reported, from his recces at Corner Inlet, that there appeared to be little 

breeding success of Crested Tern. He saw a small number, seven, Crested Tern chicks at 

Clonmel Island, while the colony on Box Bank failed completely, most likely due to raven 

predation and inundation. 

 

There was no tern count or banding on King Island in November 2021 due to COVID-19 

pandemic restrictions. 
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Crested Tern - Breeding and Banding Table 

 

Location Breeding Pairs Chicks Banded Re-trapped banded 
adults 

Mud Islands 2,675 1,110 112 

The Nobbies 0 0  

Seal Rocks 1,243   

Corner Inlet Colony failure   

King Island Not known   

Totals 3,918 1,110 112 

 

South-eastern Australia 

Fairy Tern 

 

On our visit to Mud Islands on 10 November 2021 there was no sign of a Fairy Tern colony. 

Although a group visiting the Australian Pelican colonies on 6 November 2021 saw 16-18 Fairy 

Tern flying around, we only saw four on our visit four days later. 

On Cowrie Island, off Beachport in South Australia, 56 Fairy Tern were banded and there were 

three re-traps. See the report in this Bulletin from the South Australia team. 

 

Fairy Terns. Cowrie Island, SA. Photo: Sarah Campbell 
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Lathamôs Snipe Project banding summary 2015 to 2021 

Birgita Hansen 

 

The Lathamôs Snipe Project commenced in 2014 initially with a focus on determining the relative 

use of urban and non-urban wetlands in south-west Victoria. The project started as a 

partnership between the South Beach Wetlands and Landcare Group and Federation University 

(through Birgita Hansen). In 2015, the team was successful in obtaining a small amount of 

funding from the Australia-Japan Foundation to deploy geolocators on snipe at the Powling 

Street Wetlands in Port Fairy. As part of the geolocator deployment and, later, two seasons of 

deployments of radio tags, all snipe captured were fitted with orange engraved leg flags. From 

2016 onward the catching was expanded to the Jerrabomberra wetlands in Canberra with 

similar objectives to the Port Fairy study ï namely to look at migration and movement using 

geolocators and radio tags. Over 200 snipe have been caught and banded in Port Fairy and 

Canberra since the project started (Table 1). 

Table 1. Lathamôs Snipe banding summary  

Season Location New Recaptured Total 

2015-2016 Port Fairy 14 0 14 

2016-2017 Port Fairy 39 6 45 

2016-2017 Canberra 11 1 12 

2017-2018 Port Fairy 71 11 82 

2017-2018 Canberra 18 0 18 

2018-2019 Canberra 25 5 30 

2019-2020 Canberra 8 2 10 

2021-2022 Canberra 11 0 11 

     

TOTALS  197 25 222 

 

While it was not a specific goal to obtain leg flag resightings, as it was assumed that snipe 

would be impossible to resight, Kellyôs Swamp at Jerrabomberra has returned a number of 

resightings since catching started there. This is due to the presence of well-placed and well-

constructed bird hides with a clear view of good snipe roosting habitat. These hides are 

regularly utilised by bird watchers and photographers. This has resulted in resightings of a 

number of snipe within the same capture season and also between capture seasons. Eight 

tagged snipe were resighted in subsequent years with one being resighted two years later 

(Table 2). This demonstrates that at least some snipe are site faithful as is the case with some 

other wader species. 
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Table 2. Resightings of flagged snipe at Jerrabomberra wetlands between seasons (years) 

Snipe 
ELF ID 

Date banded Date resighted Resighting method Time since 
capture 

R2 28/01/2017 31/12/2017 Photographed 11 months 

94 29/01/2018 03/10/2018 to 
17/10/18 

Photographed 9 months 

90 29/01/2018 October 2018 
23/10/2018 & 
8/02/2019 
25/11/2019 

Photographed 
Recaptured (twice) 
 
Photographed 

9 months 
9 months 
12 months 
21 months 

92 29/01/2018 16/11/2018 Photographed 10 months 

74 23/12/2018 16/09/2019 Photographed 10 months 

87 22/10/2018 18/12/2019 Photographed 14 months 

70 19/01/2019 5/09/2020 Photographed 8 months 

58 9/01/2020 6/09/2020 
11/01/2021 

Photographed 
Photographed 

8 months 
12 months 

 

 

Lathamôs Snipe ELF 58. Jerrabomberra. Photo: Allen Bills. 

 

 

 

 



27 
 

The VWSG Geolocator program 2021-22 

Ken Gosbell, Robyn Atkinson, Roz Jessop, Ila Marks, Maureen Christie, Marcel Klaassen 

Introduction 

Due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions and other issues, this last year has again been a 

difficult one all round. However, despite these problems, the geolocator program was able to 

again proceed. The following is a summary of our activities and some of the outcomes for the 

year ï our 13th year of the program. 

It must be noted that these outcomes have only been possible through the dedication and 

generosity of the VWSG field teams and supporters who have volunteered so many days, under 

sometimes difficult conditions, to deploy and retrieve these loggers. 

Deployment and retrievals of geolocators by VWSG 

The Table below shows the summary of deployments and retrievals by VWSG since 2009 in 

which a total of 1,288 geolocators have thus far been fitted to shorebirds expected to migrate to 

the northern hemisphere to breed. In summary, 833 geolocators have been deployed on Ruddy 

Turnstone (64% of the total deployed and 71% of those retrieved), 68 on Sanderling, 23 on 

Eastern Curlew,187 on Red-necked Stint (15% of all deployed and 10% of those retrieved) and 

177 on Curlew Sandpiper (14% and 8% respectively). From the start of the program, we have 

concentrated on Ruddy Turnstone. Notably the focus on this species on King Island has 

contributed to a longitudinal study spanning 12 years to date. It is of interest that we now have 

297viable tracks for Ruddy Turnstone showing indications of changing migratory behaviour in 

the face of the changes along their flyway (more on this below). 

Over the past year there was only one visit to King Island and that was in March 2022. A total of 

five geolocators were retrieved during this visit and these were again replaced with new 

geolocators. Additionally, a further 35 geolocators were placed on birds which had not 

previously carried them, thus 40 geolocators in total were deployed. With only one visit possible 

during this non-breeding season instead of our normal two, our retrieval rate was well short of 

our long-term average of 42% for this site.  

In Victoria, the focus was again on Red-necked Stint and Curlew Sandpiper at Yallock Creek. A 

total of five geolocators were retrieved from Red-necked Stint and seven from Curlew 

Sandpiper. 
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The South Australian team did a great effort in deploying 30 geolocators and retrieving two from 

Ruddy Turnstone. A team from Victoria 

assisted the SA group in April 2022. 

 

Ruddy Turnstone BBD photographed at  
Mai Po, Hong Kong, 3 May 2021 
Geolocator deployed Nene Valley, SA, 1 April 
2018.  Photo: John Holmes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year

% 

retrieved

On Off On Off On Off On Off On Off On Off by year

2009 8 4 8 4 50

2010 75 33 75 33 44

2011 46 13 24 1 23 3 93 17 18

2012 32 12 44 16 5 76 33 43

2013 69 23 1 69 24 35

2014 60 22 60 22 37

2015 107 34 61 168 34 20

2016 88 52 14 88 66 75

2017 86 31 4 60 146 35 24

2018 79 41 60 1 60 10 199 52 26

2019 30 23 50 9 41 8 121 40 33

2020 83 9 16 12 9 7 108 28 26

2021 70 7 7 5 77 28 36

TOTAL 833 304 68 18 23 8 187 40 177 30 1288 416 36

% 39 26 35 23 15

Geolocators deployed/ retrieved each year by VWSG in SEA to 05/2022

Ruddy Turnstone Curlew Sandpiper TOTALRed-necked StintEastern CurlewSanderling


