- VICTORIAN WADER

STUDY GROUP

STUDY GROUP




VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP

BULLETIN NO, 5 JANUARY 1982

10,

114

T2
19,
1'“’-

15.
2.
3
b,

I NDEX PAGE

VWSG OFFICERS
EDITORITAL by Brett Lane 2
WADER BANDING TOTALS by Clive Minton 3=5

A PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF
THE STATUS OF PIED & S00TY OYSTERCATCHERS

IN VICTORIA by Brett Lane 6=10
NOTES ON THE SEASONAL MOVEMENTS

OF THE SOOTY OYSTERCATCHER [N 11=-15
SOUTHERN VICTORIA by Margaret Considine
RECOVERIES OF BANDED BIRDS by Clive Minton 16
FURTHER SIGHTINGS OF

COLOUR-MARKED BIRDS by Clive Minton 17-18
DREAM ISLAND by Ken Rogers 1822

MOULT, BIOMBTRICS & SEXING OF
THE BASTERN CURLEW by Ken Rogers 23-26

VWSG VISIT TO NEW S0UTH WALES,

MARCH 1981 - a personal view by Ira Savage 27-29

N.W. AUSTRALIA WADER EXPEDITIONS
by Brett Lane &

Clive Minton 30-32
DAVID ROBERTSON by Clive Minton 33
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS by Clive Minton 33-34
A CONSERVATION SUCCESS by Brett Lane & 34

Clive Minton
FINANCTAL STATEMENT by Brenda Murlis 35
EDTTORTAL by Brett Lane z
WADER BANDING TOTALS by Clive Minton =5

A PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF
THE STATUS O0F PIED & S00TY OYSTERCATCHERS

IN VICTORIA by Brett Lane 6-10
NOTES ON THE SEASONAL MOVEMENTS

. OF THE SOO0TY CYSTERCATCHER IN 11=15
SOUTHERN VICTORIA by Margaret Considine
RECOVERIES OF BANDED BIRDS by Clive Minton 16

FURTHER SIGHTINGS OF
OOl MR MALGERND BRI Four YT 3w A o e 14 R



VWSG OFFTCERS

Convenor: Dr Clive 0 T Minton
10 Omama Road
Murrumbeena Viec 3163
Tel: (03) 568 1017 §home;
267 5800 (work

Treasurars: Mrs Brenda Murlis
34 Centre Road
Vermont, Vic 3133
Tel: (03} 874 2860

Equipment Officexn: Mr Ira Savage
Bditoxr: Mr Brett Lane
Assistant Editors: Mr John Dawson

Mr Ken Rogers

Commitiee: The cofficers above +

Mxr Peter Dann
Mrs Berrice Forest
Miss Julie Strudwick

Subgscriphion Rates:y Full Member $10.00%
Student, Associate,
Country or
Interstate mewmber 5. 00%

¥ dncludes cost of all Bulletins



EDITQRIAL

The last six months of the Groupts activities have seen a number

of significant improvements in the quantity of data collected

on some speclies., As well, the wader population on Anderson's Inlet
was finally sampled, with a catch of 982 Stints. Group members
also participated in the first ever Natiomal winter wader count

of the Australasian Wader Studies Group, and the highly successful
north-~west Australia wader studles expedition,

In this period we had a number of recoveries, including a Curlew
Sandpiper in south eastern Siberis -~ the group's first Russian
recovery., The wvalue of colour dyeing Double-banded Plovers has been
vindicated by three separate sightings of "buttercups" in the

South Island of New Zealand, Cioser to home, the South Australian
Ormithological Associaticon Wader S{udy Group, using their new
cannon-net, made their first catch at ICI saltfields just morth of
Adelaide and caught a Stint which had bsen banded at Werribee

by usi

Valuable information on pre-migratory welght increases of Double-
bvanded Plovers was obtained in August, and a record total of 281
were caught during the period March-August 1981. In September,
substantial numbers (206) of Sharptailed Sandpipers were caught,
adding counsiderably to knowledge of arrival in arrested moult and
thée commencement of moult. By October, the moult of a comsiderable
iumber of Stints had been recorded in preparation for retrapping

in early 1982 Lo gauge the speed and duration of moult. As well,

23 Bastern luriews were caught alt Queenscliff after a long walt,

the largest number in a single catch ever., November saw the success
at Anderszons Inlet, as well as an interesting small catch of Godwit
and Ovstercateber at Yallock Creek on Westeruport Bay, all of which
ware juvenile birds., At Werribee, 32 Rednecked Avocets were caught,
and preliminary analysis of their measurements 1s proviang most
interesting. The December catch of 79 Great Knot at Queenscliff
more than doubled the number of this species banded in southern
Augtralian., Pifteen Lesser Golden Plover caught at Altona in Decemberx
was also a first. The disappeintment of the period was the failure
to make any veally good Curlew Sandpiper catches -~ only 49 with

706 Rednecked Stinitsat Werribee 8pit omn 31 October and only 63

with 394 Rednecked Stints at Yallock Creek on 20 December.

Curlew Sandpipers appear to nave had a poor breeding season in 1981
with only a very low percentage of juveniles recorded so far (0,2%,
compared with ©.20% for Rednecked Stints).

This issue of the Bulletin contains two articles about Oystercatchers.
They illustrate the value of counts in elucidating distribution

of birds and ididentifying areas of particular importance to species
{Corner Inlet vet again!). The contribution of feeding studies

to understanding birds! behaviour is also illustrated. Both papers
suggest directions for future research. Ralph Kellexr is to be
thanked for his realistic portrayal of the two species. Also
included is Ken Rogers?! analysils of the measurements of the

Pastern Curlews caught at Queenscliff im October, which identifies
parameters which should be measured on this species in the hand.

Lt is hoped that all members will participate in the National Wader

Count to be held on the weekend of 6 and 7 February 1982, and will
conltinue to support the Groupis Field programmne.

BRETT LANE



VADER BANDING DETAILS

CATCHES IN VICTORIA - JULY TO DECEMBER 1981

NEW RETRAP TOTAL
Pied Ovstercatcher 13 - 13
Lesser Golden Plover 15 - 15
Doublebanded Plover 128 11 139
Redcapped Plover 2 - 2
Redneclked Avocet 32 - 32
Ruddy Turnstone 1 - 1
Eastern Cuview 273 - 273
Bartailed Godwit 18 - 38
Red Knot L7 } L8
Great Knot 77 2 79
Sharptailed Sandpiper 261 14 278
Rednecked Stint 2124 355 2479
Curlew Sandpiper 128 L2 170

2892 425 3317

e e e o oo

Anderson’'s Iniet

The above birds were caught at Werribee (1563),
5), Altona (115)0

(982), Westernport Bay (492}, Queenscliff (16



VICTORIAN WADER CATCHES

1975 to 31 DECEMBER 1981

Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oystercatcher
Masked Lapwing

Grey Plover

Lesser Golden Plover
Redkneed Dotterel
Hooded Plover
Mongolian Plover
Double banded Plover
Redcapped Plover
Blackfronted Plover
Blackwinged Stilt
Rednecked Avocet
Ruddy Turnstone
Eastern Curlew
Grevtailed Tatlex

Greenshank

Terek Sandpiper
Latham's Snipe
Bartailed Godwit

Red Enot
Great Knot

Sharptailed Sandpiper

Little Stint

Rednecked Stint
Longtoed Stint
Curlew Sandpipevr

Sanderliing

28 specias

NEW

139
1

15
9
38
Wb
9
12
509
252
3

6

h9
58
26
3

1

N
26
282
227
107
1406

13125
' 1

h166

20521

LOCATTONS OF WADERS CAUGHT BY VWSG
IN VICTORIA TO DECEMBER 1981

Werribee
Westernport Bay
Queenscliff

Anderson's Inlet (Inverloch)

Corner Tnlet (off Mann's

Beach)
Altona (Point Cook)
Seaford Swamp
Mud Island
Seaspray (Lake Reeve)
Point TLonsdale

23,140

16,657

2,932
1,318
988

886
198
98
35
18
10

RETRAP

34

b

1
22
73

25
2016

k29

2619

Totals include both newly banded birds and vetraps

I

TOTAL

173
1
15
9
Lz
i
9
153
531
325

L9

58
26

Iy
26
282
240
109
1431

15141
4595

23140



ANNUAL WADER BANDING TOTALS

BY VWSG IN VICTORIA

CALENDAR
TEAR

1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

Total catches
in Victoria

NEW

616
h82
1296
Th36
6121

L4561

20521

RETRAPS

]

l

12
b2
486
1206
869

P s ]

2619

WADER CATCHES IN OTHER STATES IN WHICH
VWSG HAS PARTICIPATED

Tasmania Nov 1979
(Bobart)

Sth Aust Feb 1980
(Adelaide)

N.S.W. Mazr 1981

(Newcastle

% BDotany Bay)

West Aust Aug/Sept
{Broome) 1981

NEW

1244

815

906

1183

e

4148

[

RETRAPS
83
>

15

romecsRant

109

e

TOTAL

9
620

hol
1338
79R2
7327

5430

23140

TOTAL

1327

820

921

1189

L2y

s

If these birds, handled during joint operations with local
groups in other States, are included the VWEG has now heen
involved in the catching of 27,397 waders.



A PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF FYED AND S00TY OYSTERCATCHERS
IN VICTORILA.

The Pied Oystercatcher (Hasmatopus Othd,qEEUn) and the Sootiy
Oystercatceher(H.fuliginosus,; are AEcuUmes Lo oCeuT commonly along most
of the Australian coast, Lithtle work has bDeen published on the
status of ithese species in Viotoria. In Wew South Wales,the Pied
Oystercateher is conslderved tu be endangeraed dus to homan pressure on
beach nasting sites;that 1s, "faced with extinctlion[in W.5.¥.] if the
present adverse environmental pressures acting on them continue
unchecked.” (Hermes,1980), There is no estimate of the total number
of birds in thak state.

With the present upkburn in dnterest in waders,a number of surveys
have taken place in Victoria which anable estimaies to be made of the
population and distribution of both species of Oystercatcher in this
state. One 1z the Getober 1980 survey of sandy ocean beaches for the
Hoodad Plover,in which data was collectad in many areas on the total
number of waders of all species., The other {s the Fevruary,1931
survey of waders in Victoria,which was a part of rhe first natlonal
count of the Australasiacn Waaer Studies Group., Whereas the former
concentrated on ocean bzaches,the latter was for the lavge part
confined te warine embaymentUa

This paper atiempts a prelimninary review of the populations and
uiutl ibutlons of the Pied and Svoty Ovstercatcher in Victeria based
on the data genevated iu these surveys. It must be stressed that it
is only pfo;imluary,aud wrirten primaiily to suggest directions for
future reseaynh,

The wmerhods emploved in ithe Octobar 1980 survey ave briefly
devailed in Lane(l981}),whilst those for the February 198isurvey are
Jigsecusged in Martiadale(lS8i,a,b).

Raesults from boith surveys for the Fled and Sooty Oystarcatchers
are aummacized in Tables 1 and 2 respecfivpiya These give a tokal
population for Pled Oystercatchners of 1285 birds,and for Booty
Oystercatchar of 311 bivds. These figures are not considered to be
vholly sccurave,for the following veasons;

1) In the zine elapsed hetween the two surveys ({l.e. four wonths)
movemnent between bays and ocean coasts wmay have occuvved. BEvidence
for movement somes from observed flecking in the winter wonths ab
Werribee and Queensciiffe(pers. obs.) and at Westerupovt {Joyn,l975)

2)Tt is known that Soety Oystercaichers and ©o a lesser extent

iad UYPtHLCdLCher‘ breed on offshore islands{see Corella,Sea~bird
Island Series, 80 - 100.). Thess islands were nobt coverad in either
gurTvay, Sunmers qﬂd Cooper (1$77) in a review of the sratug of the

Black Oysitercatcher in Scuth Africa,observed that wost of ihe
populaticn Dccufred'on of f~snore dslands. Tt 1g gquits probable tharn
subatantisl nuwbers of Sooty Oystercatchars occur on Victoria's
offehove islands.

Notwithatanding this, the overiap in arveas covered by fhe two
surveys {which has been allowad for as much as possgibla) and the lack
of data from parts of the coast in the October survey, & number of
conclusions can be valldly dvawn.

Firvstly, Sooty Owstercaichers have & much move vesivicied
digtribation than the Piad Oystercaicher. Additionally 2 wmuch larger
proportion of 13 population occursz in  Corner Inlet (787 o/f 45%7).

Both thess filguves underscore the iwmsense loportance ¢f Corner
Inlet for coastal widdeY populiallonus.

The correl atlon botween mainland dis

Ex)

h

fribetion and the frequancy

(o



Table 1 Distribution of numbars of Pled Oystercatchers in Vic.

ARFA OCT 80 FER "81 MAX. POSS.

S5A Border

Warnambool 184 68 68
Warnambool

Poxt Pulliip Bay 0 -
Yori: Puiilip 120 120
Mornington Peninsula

Back beaches - *
Westernport 124 124
Phillip Taland

Taverioch ) &~
Anderscen’s Taler 7 7
Iaverloch~

Shallow Tanlet 3 3
Wilsons Promountory i i
48hallow Inlet®

Covner Tulet 147 323 823
Melonpiiin’s

Reach™ Lakes Butrance 2 19 19
Lakes Foatrance™

Snowy River 8 8
Suowy Rivew

HMallacoota 3 21 91
Mallacoota

W8W Border 20 20
TOTAL 273 182 1285

SNB Counts from Det ‘80 survey not dncludded in votal for Corner
Inlei/Shallow Inlet dus to probable overlap.

+Feb 8L Figure = Gippsland Lakes only, seme overlap, so not
included.



of literature records for Sooty Oystercatchers breeding on offshore
islands adjacent to these areas (Corella, 1980 Vol 4(4) Seabird
Island Series B0~100), suggests that malniand populations may be
stocked te & large exvent with birds originating from these islands.
further investigation Is obviousiy necessary to clarify this point.

Pied Oystercatchers were recorded in larger numbers on more
isolated less populated beaches. Despite similar geography,beaches
ugsed tweavily for human recreation held much fewer of this species
{i.e. Cape Otway ~ Shallow Inlet). This appears to point to the
adverse offects of human useage of beaches. Better quantification of
this result 1s desirable. TIovestigation into ithe preclise causes of
reduced populations on such beaches would greatly aid Iin the
formulation of management optlons to eleviate detrimental effects.

Congidine {this issue) has summarized some of her findings for
Sooty Oystercatchars on Victoria®s ocean coast, and a study on thelr
ecology jnside Cornexr Inlet and on offshore islands would further
increass our understanding of the requirements of this species in
Victoria.

The siucidatlon of these aspects of Victorian Oystercatcher
populations can be schieved through a combinatlion of banding studies,
counting and feeding ecology research., Such studles can be guided by
the preliwinary findings of these two surveys.

Beferences
itermes,N{1280) Endatgered Species. in Halgh,J (ed.) Parks and
Wildlife NGW Nat. Pks, & Wildlife S€Fv. T
Lane,B.A. {1251) The Hnoded Plover Survey, October,1980. V.W.5.G.
Bullerin Moo,

T BT EATPADI e ALy Sy

Loyn,&.H, {1975) Report on the Avifauna of Westernport Bay
Westeruport Day Environmental brudy,Progress Report., Min, for Cons.
Vo,

Martindale, J (198ia) A.W.5.G. Wader Couats in Australia,
StidtgMo.1:9-11.

e

S W M o B A S G 2 P

V;WuSnﬁo BUALP

5ib) The Victorian Wader Count,February,l1981.

{18
tin No 4.

Summers,R.W. Coeper,J (1977) The population,ecology and conservation
of the Black Oystavcatcher (Haematopus moquini). Ostrich 48:28-40.

BRETT LANE.



Table 2 Distributlon of Numbers of Sooty Oystercatchers in Vic.

ARTA/DATE OCT ‘80 FEB 81 MAX. POSS.

5A Border~
Warnambool 1 1 1

Wazrnambood
Port Phillip 1 1

Pore Phillip 2 2

Mornlngion Peninsula

Back boaches i 1
Westernpoyt 1 1
Phiilip Igland

Tanverloch 10 10

Anderson’ s Inlet i 1

Toverloch~

Shellew Inletn 9 9
Wilsons Promoptory 36 36

#Shallow Inlet
Corner Taloh

1 242 242

ughiin’s Beach
Eateancea 1 1 1

Takes Intrance
Snowy Rivaer 3 1

Baowy Riverw
gllacoota 8 2 8

MaT1aroora

NSW Bowd 4 4
TOTAL 73 246 319
+Feb 81 was of Gippsland Lakes only, so not all Oct "800 area
covered.

ants from Oct “80 survey not included in total, as overlap
probably cecured.



FIGURE 1l; DISTRIBUTION OF PIED OYSTERCATCHERS IN VICTORIA

% 500
100 - 500
50 - 100

FIGURE 2; DISTRIBUTION OF SOOTY OYSTERCATCHERS IN VICTORIA

25 - 100
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NOTES ON THE SEASOWAL MOVEMENTS
OF THE S00TY OYSTERCATCHER (HAEMATOPUS FULIGINOSUS)
IN SOUTHERN

iy i llkely thar seascnal changes in food supply make some areas
better than others for breeding and wintering, and food supply and
breeding requirements are the ultimate causes of migration (Hale,
19863, An assessment of the relative importance of different areas
to waders vesulres an understanding of the movements between areas
and the ways in which these areas and thelr associated habitats are
used.

Durdog 1979, while studying the feeding behaviour of the Sooty
Oysitercatcher (Haematopus fuliginosus) at Phillip Island and Wilsons
Promontory, it became apparent tnat localised movements within
Vicioria occurred (Consildine, 1979). In Victoria, Sooty
Oystevaahchers are wore commonly associated with rocky shores,
although large numbers can be found in sandy habitats (e.g. Corner
inlat). It appears that rocky shores are the favoured breeding
habltat and the msjority of Victorian birds breed on offshore islands
from September to Janvary (R.A.0.U. Nest Record Scheme and P.Dann,
PEEE . COMlts o
TTFrom January to October in 1979, counts were made every month at
¥iiiip Ysland (Figure 1A), The number of birds increased from
Yebyuary to a peak of ten bivds in April. During this time the adult
birds were in palvs (some with fledged young) and actively defended
territoriss on vocky shores. Most adults observed between February
and April were in moult. In May, with rthe moult presumably
completed, the blrds left Philliip Island. About this time the birds
werea seen in looze flocks in other reglons of south ~ eastern
Vietovla. Isolated blrds were found in winter at Phillip Island, but
not for more than a few days at a time at any one locality.

R. Cooper {unpublished) undertook monthly counts at Wilson’s
Promentory  from 1965 to 1971, His data, plue personal counts were
conbined to indicate a seasonal pattern of abundance (Figure 1B).
Heve the reverse frend to Phillip Island was found. The numbers
reached a maximum hetween May and September with lower numbers
prasent In sunner. In winter the birds at Wilson’s Promontory were
in flocks of up to 25 individuals. Thus it appears rhat Wilson’s
Promontory provides a wintering area for birde from other localities
such as thoze at Phillip Island.

What wonld be the advantages of such seasonal movements? During
the feeding sindy 17 was established that the food of the Sooty
Oysiercatcher copalsts primarily of Intertidal Invertebrates, They
preferad o fead on rocky shores taking hard ~ shelled Invertebrates
almost exclusively., Ta June at Wilson’s Promontory they also took
sandhoppers (Drchestia spe.) from sandy beaches. Estimates of food
{ntake indica¥dd That 1f was more benificial to feed on rocky shores
{11 gvams dry wi./hour)} than on the sandy beaches (4 grams dry
w8, / HOUY 7 s

At Phillip Tsland in summer, and at Wilson’s Promontory in
Sentewnber, the birds fed on rocky interridal platforms and roosted
whent the rocks were coverved by the tide. At the former location they
did this lndependantly of the time of day and duration of exposure of
the incertidal zone. A% Wilsone Promontory in September there were
spring low tides resulting in maximum exposure of the intertidal zone

11



PERGURE 1 3 Monthly variation in the number of Oystercatchers present
at phiilip Island (A} and Wilsonsg Promontory (B).

pe)
I

PHILLIP ISLAND

l;",; :2 - '
o | hw(///&\\\\

T = ¥ " ¥ L T T T L) ¥ [

i Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

] BREEDING | WINTERING | BREEDING

WILSON'S

540, T
PROMONTORY
R
o
Q’,}
= ﬁQf

S— . . v T T 1 T Y T T T

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

| BREEDING _ WINTERING | _BREEDING |-




13

during the day and itheir behaviour there may have been a consequence
of this. lowever, in June at Wilson’s Promontory, the intertidal
zone was exposed for only short periods during the day and the birds
wevre devoliog a much higher proportion of the day to feeding. They
were explolting rocky latextidal shores when uncovered by the tide,
and when Forced off the rocks by the rising tide moved to the backs
of saudy beaches and fed on the less profitable sandhoppers. The
compilatics of time ~ energy budgets suggested that the Sooty
Oystercatchers had difficulty obtaining sufficient food from the
rocks In June at Wilson’s Promontory and the sandhoppers provided an
auriliacy food source when rock shore invertebrates were unavailable.

Tn winter it was noted that the feeding behaviour of Sooty
Oystercatchers was affected by temperature, daylength and fides.

a) Temperatures Periods of low ambient temperatures cause an
increase in metabolic rate of a bird and thus increase energy
regulitremening (Evans, 1976).

h) Shovisy Day Length: this results in less time available for
viaual detection of preys On rocky shores 1t was apparent that the
ysiarcatechers were using visual cues to detect prey. Visual cues
were also usaed to a lesser extent on sandy beaches, Experiments
carried out oun captlive birds In Europe Indicate that the
systercstcher (Haematopus ostralaegus) feeding on hard shelled
iavertebrates, Ted less successiully aft night than during the day
{briunan, 1958; Heppleston, 1971; Hulscher, 1974),

) Tides: Ar Phillip Island In winter, there are relatively fewer
tours of daylight in which rocky shores are exposed (Figure 2). This
reduced access to their feeding grounds during daylight would make it
more difffcult for birds to obtain their food requirements at this
Lime .
Of the three variables mentioned, the last two are probably the
wost elignificant as thay restrict the time available for efficient
fesding in the move profitable habitat. In winter, Sooty
Oyatercatchers have increased energy demands due to decreased ambient
temparatures, but abt thls time they do not have to expend energy on
breeding or moulting. The main difficulty for the Sooty
Ovestercatcher in winter Is thus the reduced availabllity of i1ts food
resourcs during daylight hours resulting from the annual changes in
daylengih and tides. During this time they were unable to gather
gufficien: food frow vocky shores, Locations such as Wilson's
Promontory provide extensive areas along the back of the bheach to
faed. Although these arsas appear to provide less food per unit
fime, they were neccessacy In winter for the birds to supplement
their food Intake from rocky shores., GSimllar areas of wide sandy
beaches gsupporting large numbers of sandhoppers were not avallable at
Phillip Islapd. Thus it appears that birds rhe Sooty Oystercatchers
which oceur on Phillip Island during the Spring and Summer months
aove to areag llke Wilsons Promontory to survive the winter.
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RECOVERIES OF BANDED BIRDS

The vriginal banding details are om the top line and the recovery
detalls onm the lower line. Local retraps and recoveries are not
includad, Werribee = The Spit and/or the adjacent sewage farm.

Mongolian Plover

0% 100202 Adultb 28.12.76 Stockton, Newcastle NSW (8.G. Lane
Recaptured 2.1.82 Mann?s Beach, Corner
Inlet 830 km SW

Thig bizd, recaptured 5 years and 5 days after banding, appears to
tave changed its Ysummering®® location - an unusual event for most
species,. This is the first recovery in Australia of a Momgolian
Pleowver away Trom its banding location,

Deovblea-banded Plover

ra g

The Livrd banded as a breeding adult (female) in 1977 at Lake Tekapo,
New Yealand, and subsequently seen at Pt Wilson, Werribee, in

June 1979 { recognised by individual colour bands), was again present
at the usual location during the 1981 breeding season - the fifth
successive yvear, See VWSG Bulletins Nos 2 and 4 Ffor full details

of wravious sightings.

seckad Stint

053217608 Juvenile 11.3.79 Werribee
Hecaptured 8.11.81 Adelaide Saltworks, SA 650 km NW

This bivd wag caught in the first cannon net catch of the wader group
in Scuth Australia - a nice reward to the VWSG for assistance given
in construaction of their new equipment. There had been an eavlier
{Feb 1980) sighting at Adelaide Saltworks of a Rednecked Stint
colour dyed at Werribee,

032452932 Juvenile 15.171.81 Inverloch, Vic
Fecaptured 10,1.82 Hobart, Tasmania 500 km SSE

Hecanhiwed only seven weeks after banding, this bird shows that
nward passage of juvenile birds was still in progress in
mid-November.

Lo lew Sandpiper
04100221 Adulit 8.3.80 Werribee
7 25,5.80 Habarovski Region,

o Chegdomyn, U.5.58.R. 9500 km N.
(51707'N, 133 02'E)

This ia the first recovery in the U.8.38.,R. of an Australain-banded
Cuariew Sandpiper. The location, which is south of the breeding range,
corresponds well with the date of recovery as birds normally arrive on
theilr bresding grounds in early June. Only 12 weeks had elapsed
bebtween banding at Werribee and recovery in the USSR, The bird weighed
87 gm on 8 March - a 53% addition to the average fat free weight -

and owrobably departed from Werribee in mid-March. This recovery also
Fits in well with earlier recoveries of Curlew Sandpipers in China and
Hong Xong in April/early May.

=ty
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PURTHER STGHTINGS O COLOUR-MARKED BIRDS

Colour dyed (and colour banded)

Double banded Plover

Three birds colour dyed and colour banded (both) at

Pi Wilson (Werribee) and Pt Cook {Altona) between 23/5/81
aud 15/8/81 were reported in South Island, New Zealand,
5 follows:

[x]

Y

o e wae s
i) Lane NL1e

itesmere, mear Christchurch - 5/11/81 to at
tenst 2/12/81., Seen by Colin O'Donnell, N.Z.
Wiidiife Sewvice.

b} Lake Ellesmere, near Christchurch - 24/11/81,
This was a different bird to that above (yellow
dve much wmore extasive). Seen by Colin O'Dounnell,
N,Z. Wildlife Ssrvice,

) Cass River Delta, Lake Tekapo - 19/11/81.
Jdentified as a male bird by Ray Pierce, who has
stiudied the breeding waders in this area for
several years.

Thesse three veports from the central region of South Island,
New Zealand, are the first of Australian-banded Doublebanded
Plovers, Distances from Werribee are between 2,000 and
2,200 Lm BEE, All birds were first recognised by the yellow
wlumage dye, but the coloured leg bands were also obsexrved
subgequently. In view of the excellent results from the

1281 colour marking programme this will be contipued in 1982,

Also a bird colour dyed at Werribee in May 1981 was observed
{im a fiock of 380% at Spectacle Ponds, Altoma, on 5/8/81
{imovenment 70 km NE)., This 1s the first local movement we
ave recorvded,

Colour-bandsd

Pied Ovstercatcher

- 5/8/80 Rinyll, Prillip Island Kim Lowe
Gne bird from Werribee (blue band -~ moved
wm SB) oub of flock of 22,

7

~ /8787 f.ong Island Point, near Hastings, Kim Lowe
Westernport
Out of 26 birds one was from Werribee (blue
band - moved 67 km ESE) and one was from
Hhy1ll {orange band ~ moved 17 km NNW)

w  12/12/81 7Torioise Head, French lsland Brett Lane
Gune bird from Rhyll (orange band - moved
g dom NNW)

12/12/87 Rams Island, Westernport Brett Lane
One bird from Wecrribee {blue band moved

82 wm 88) snd one from Rhyli (orange band

-~ moved % km NE)
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tercatcher

. T/8/81 Long Island Point, Hastings
A hird banded as a pullus (unfledged chick)
2t Seal Rocks, Phillip Island, on 4/1/80
was LdentifTied by its (bLauk right)} colour
and. Movement wags 27 km NNE.

Kim ILowe

The above oxgnTan' af colour marked birds further illustrate
tho widespread movements of Pied Oystercatchers of up to

100 km. within Port Phillip and Westernport Bays (see VWSG
Auliebins 1-4)

9
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DREAM TSTAND

& desevted dskand, the height of summer, endless beaches, a

rouy of bivding, no cars, balmy seas, and barmy people.
visiorn, whalt nappiness, with what anticipation did various
: - make thelr way to a mystic, unnamed island in Corner
o New Year's Eve,

o contimied, no-one arvrived late. This was in no small

e to "late' having no meaning as our leader had failed to
Queen Mary in the belief that we could ferry selves and

a couple of recentiy excavated coracles. These resolubtely

tilon bto sink when they did. We overcame this by throwing
frem one o the other so that, for the most part, the
were accomplished with the cargo in the air. This way

amenzst the dunes.,

suphoria was rife and, with unwonted keenness and
nets were set. Midnight saw one lonely ihrse-iegged
round the camp site looking for reveliers eagoer to
for the coming year. He uitimately returned to his
ith curses and lamentations, the former of which bove fruit
curses were answered. That night the wind howled and the
sams.  Twoe tents were blown down and only the virtuons slept.

s us close to the wysteries of nature. The morning
{iscovered that, however well man camouflages, God

. Two feet of the incoming tide made the catching

Lx voth to waders and to man. Were we deterred?

We wmoved the nets, the cannomns; the cables, the pegs, the
nages, the coverdng material, the hide, and our guardian

. 0id Uncle Tom Cobley and all. Some of the weakey brethren
Lagd that the wind had not dropped and, if they stood un,
blown over, wihtilst, 1T they kept low, they got sand blasted.
frallty persisted throughout., A hardy member of the
s more natural covering than most, commented
canse Tor complaint until the bone was exposed by
its outer covering. The lesser endowved reachied

the nets in an area of low dunes was a delight. Like
anding to the Muezzin, we bowed lLow towards Mecca
wind came, and enjoved humility and sand. Some
ir dlgnorance, that the sand walls we bulld were to
ter for birds in the cateching area; the betvter
similiar intentlons, but were more selfishiy directed.
lerstend me, rolative to what came later we were
rojuvenating zephyrs. Sufficient to say, the job was
we waited patiently for the birds who, of course, went
else. The afternoon tide being lower, they weant to
nebs had been set for the morning.




T
o

apirit rises over such adversities. With an undiminishing
rater, and a raplidly diminishing supply of the gift of
oL prevailedn We even invented a new dish, having no

and, Not much nutritional wvalue, grinds the teeth, but

..4

o

good roughage, Adding te our joys was the pitter-patter of
s Test thundering about. One particular guy and guy-rope
miztual Fascination, until the latbtter was ripped out of the
"Great days and jolly days" as Newbolt so wisely says. A
mant, incomprehensively, not shared by the owner of the tent,
ch adopted a ilist to port, or was it sweet sherry?

yent wrong the next worning; we caught some birds.
: & the catch provided some ornithologically useful
vEilon, rather against the spirit of our achievements, if not
quLu We were, incidentally, refreshed by torrential rain
. ¢ processing., Having proven success, we did the obvious thing,
we woved Uncle Tom Cobley and his friends half a mile to a betier
'3} place. Rather than risking a catch on the afternoon tide,
xpediticn was made, with what arrogaunce, to examine ringing sites
adjacent island. This showed that we were camped in the wrong
a5 the "new? disland had no birds,

& mm the Ffollowing mormning, after an hour's wait, the hide

The failure of the Tiring box preceded this and the
sanlvage of equipmentt succeeded. Periscopes and bathyscope
osrder; wateh for an increase in subscyriptions.

¢ of eourse Lo move Uncle Tom Cobley and friends, again, but
about half a mile. Now we showed our class, we set nets in
whetre the ground was dinvisible from six inches above 1t

‘ hiowlag sandy; an epic boat trip got us some batteries; and
lmaginative exercise with fuse wire and plasticine constructed
box. Walting for the righl moment was terrible, partly
thie peviod was so long. But we were on top of the game,
the dsland, the tides, the birds and the weather.

than move ULCAA (just for practice yvou understand) and
fortified ocurselves with a few choruses of "Eternal Father?
auitabac spiritual veinforcements, some intrepid souls
A tarvors of the deep to ring fern and gull pulii. On
sl at onea coiony the following exchange ensured:

g Bt

"Herels a chick®

: ] "Therels a chick”
Fargson O ““ve7ywhere‘s a chick-chick"

The velburn journey was much safer as there was one fewer passengein.

But wow came the big moment; alter adversity, bad luck, and failure,
e set. The dwinklers were twinkling with grace and effect~

j . The bivds recognised the dellghts of the catching area.
agog with anticipation when, apparently spontaneously, a

sl off before they had reached it. "What happened?™ wss the

i guestion. "The triuwsph of incompetence over endeavour“
mspoken reply. We caught six terns, rather than 600 waders.




Arter this,
elastic broke on the coracles,
put on weight,

things starved to go wrong. We ran out of grog, the
Uncle Tom Cobley and his friends

and we cooked our remaining food only to find

ourselves sacrificing mastication to imstant rescue by a pair of

bemused fishermen,
and the wind dropped once we reached the mainland.

Possibly worst of all,
Avsolute

Junacy but fun. Of such stuff are memories and dreams made.

KEN ROGERS

EDITOR'S NOTESS

1)

it
~—r

The author is apparently suffering from dementia since he
appeared to enjoy himself., Changes will be made to the
VWSG comstitution to ensure that such characters no longer
obtain membership.

The authorls chronology and facts are wrong. He omitted
one catch, a complete day, and 15 carries of what he
condescendingly calls "Uncle Tom Cobley and friends"

The author offers a prize of a ceramic pot to anyone who
can identify the cbharacters in the accompanying cartoon.
To what ends do some people go to see their names in print?

screwdriver on past coccaslions,

L) Those present (names can be deleted on payment of a fee)
wares
Uncle Tom Cobley ot al Jonn Bowden-Perry
Heather Conmnoxr Annie Rogers
James Connor Danny Rogers
Mike Commor ¥Ken Rogers
Robin Connor Maryam Rogers
JeXf Davies Ira Savage
Alexandra Djurovick Johm Starks
Brett Lane Phil Stairks
Clive Minton Julie Strudwick
5) Written expressions of interest Tor another trip next wvear
will be comsidered. See Note {1).
6) The auvthor omitted ome further fact - he was the culprit
who, despite muach practice with and opportune usage of a

experienced a momentary

lLapse in his prodigious abllities and accidentally fired

the

net too soon.

21
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THE FACTS -~ CATCHES ON DREAM ISLAND, CORNER INLET

NEW RETRAPS TOTAL
2.1.82 Rednecked Stint 154 9 163
{a.m.) Curlew Sandpiper 52 2 54
Mongolian Plover 19 - 19
Turnstone 13 - 13
Large Sand Plover 9 - 9
Sanderling 6 - 6
Sharptailed Sandpiper 1 - 1
254 11 265
2.1.82 Mongolian Plover 21 1 22
(psm.) Sanderliing 5 - 5
Large Sand Plover 2 - 2
Pied Oystercatcher 1 - 1
Curiew Sandpiper 1 - 1
Rednecked Stint 1 - 1
31 1 32
3.1.82 Rednecked Stint 2 - 2
Little Tern L - i
6 - 6
Totals for Corner dnlet wvisgit
Previous Previous
VWSG Aust.
Wader Total to Total to
Total 31/12/81 30/6/80
Rednecked Stint 166
Curlew Sandpiper 55
Mongolian Plover 41 13 322
Turnstone 13 58 121
Large Sand Plover 11 - 10
Sanderling 11 2 3
Sharptailed Sandpiper 1
N3 ~A Renmdaaaadg o 1 - - ~
Sharptailed Sandpiper 1 - 1
254 11 265
2.1.82 Mongolian Plover 21 1 22
(pom.) Sanderliing 5 - 5
Large Sand Plover 2 - 2
Pied Oystercatcher 1 - 1
Curiew Sandpiper 1 - 1
Rednecked Stint 1 - 1
1 32

Iu
—
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MOULT, BIOMETRICS AND SEXING OF THE EASTERN CURLEW

On 18th October 1981, twenry ~ three Eastern Curlews (Numenius
madagascariensis) were zaught by cannoa~net at Swan Island, .
Queenscliit by the Victorian Wader Study Group. This 1s the largest
cateh of rhis specles ever taken in Australia, only 28 birds in total
having been banded over fifiteen years. Prater {(1977) gives bill
lengths for only 4 males and 4 females, as well as gross biomerric
data for 23 unsexed adults and 22 unsexed juvenile birds. The catch
at Queenscllff adds significantly to our knowledge of this species,
particularly its spouth—eastern Australian population.

Sexing

Measuvrements of bill lenghth, total head length,tarsal length,
wing length and weight were taken for each bird. Primary moulr was
also recorded. Females are known to be larger than males (Prater,
1977). There was insufficlent data to establish an objective sexing
criterion, based on rigorous stakistical analysis. Subjective
analysis of the data using Prater’s findings as a guide revealed that
a gex could be assigned to each bivd with some confidence. The
graphlcal presentation shown in Figure 1 made possible the
gimultansous examination of all the data. The figure also indicates
ihe assigned sexes. 1t was concluded that:

~ b11l and total head length gave good separation of the sexes.

~ wing length gave substanrial separation with a degree of
averlap.

« tarsal length and welght gave a considerable amounft of overlap
between the sexes.

Moult

Moult scores using the method of Smow {1963) were calculated for
each bird and plotted against welght, as shown in Figure 2. This
shows :

=~ a tendency in each sex for the heavier birds to be more
advanced in moulr. Statistical examinaiion showed this tendency to
be significant with at least 957 confidence. This is consistent with
auother large wader species, the Bar~tailed Godwit (Rogers and
Minton, in preps}e.

~ that the moult of the two first year birds {aged on plumage
characteristicg), one of each sex, is significantly in advance of
that for adulr bivds, being 5.7 and 5.5 standard deviations above the
mean for maley and females respectivelv(see Table 1). (Moult score in
Tabie | was calculated thils way as distinct from the more usual
medlan, since with the small sample it is more likely to be
indicative.)

~ that the moult In adult males was more advanced than in adult
females. The difference is not statistlcally significant. More data
is needed o derermine whether the difference 1s indicative of an
eavlier arrival idn males; as is common with befter known wader
species (see, for example, Pearson, 1981} or arises by chance,



ey

sty

Sew - ow

e e s P e e

RSUS WETGHT

MOULT! SCORE: VE

i

DR S O S




26

Biometric Parameters

Means and standard deviations for adult birds of each sex were
calculated rejecting the wing length of one female (at 310 mm) and
#1111 length of another female (at 140mm) as atypical and probably
being measurement or recording errors.

The results are summarized in Table 1,

A sample as small as this does not lend itself Vo detalled and
conclusive analysis, but the preliminary resulis allow some
conclusions to he drawn.

Total head length is likely to provide the single most effective
sexing criterion. As a minimum, wing lengths should also be measured
to provide a supplementary criterion (for particular samples) for the
few cases where total head length is insufficient. Bill length is
also a useful parameter for determining sex, though not as
discriminating as total head length. Tarsal length shows too much
overlap o be useful.

The first priority for further work is the development of a
seasonally invariant sexing criterion which will allow a proper
analysis of seasonal moult and weight changes. To this end, more
samples are needed. The results presented here however, provide for
the first time, an indication of the sexual dimorphism in this
species, and point—~in~time estimates of seasonally variant
parameters. The consistency of the moult results with respect to
those of other species lends some support to their credibilirty,
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KEN ROGERS

TABLE 1 : BIOMETRICS AND MOULT OF EASTERM CURLEW , 18TH OCTOBER, 1981

PARAMETER ’ MALES FEMALES
No. oObgl Mean | 2.D. No., Obg] Mean §S.D.
WING (ram) 12 314.1t 4,27 10 327,333.56
BILL {mm) 12 147.9) 7.18 10 185.710.8
TOTAL HEAD 12 200,1{6.84 1l 237.5410.8

{mm) :

TARSUS (1w} 12 101,33 3.05 11 105.132.75
WEIGHT (g} 12 725.8144.8 11 823.6 {36.4
MOULT SCORE 11 25 2.65 S 21.4 .30
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VeW.5.G. VISIT TO NEW SOUTH WALES,
MARCH 1981 -~ A PERSONAL VIEW

Once agaln the V.W.S5.G. decided to move to fields afar to gain
more knowledge of wading birds which migrate to this country, and
these which are resident and are peculiar to certain areas. Our
Destination? Botany Bay, Sydney and Stockton and Keoragang Island,
Newcastle, New South Wales.

18/3/81 The initial rendezvous on 18/3/81 was at Bob Moore’s house,
furnell Beach, Botany Bay. Bob is a close friend of Berrice Forest,
John Bowden~Perry, Ian Savage and myself were the first to arrive.
Soon after us, people came from everywhere; Woolongong, Canberra,
Melbourne, Newcasile and the close surrounding towns. We all settled
in where space permitted in Bob’s spacious backyard. There was
plenty of shelter, and lots of varled horizontal sleeping appliances
to kip down on.

The program started in earnest with a visit to a potential
catching site at Hale Street on Botany Bay, at 5 pm for a prospective
cannon~netting session the following morning. We arrived at this
gpot after cheating the highway code; the cavalcade took a short cut
over the centre road strip between two posts convenlently spaced by
persons unknown, thus saving a long trip round.

At this site, to my horror, we had t¢o witness many flights
landing on this cecastline; the first as nature intended it and the
cther as we humans have painstakingly tried to copy. The first we
enjoyably watched, the other; Sydney Airport runway, we just
tolerated, since we had an important task in hand.

It was concluded between the visitors and the local experts that
it was a good thing for tommorrow morning at the break of dawn. The
equipment was left in the sandhills. With the aid of Sydney’s night
life we navigated back ro Bob’s house for a late tea, and off to bed
in preparation for an early rise in the morning. Strange smells
emanated from the various cookers that night; it smelt like Chinatown
gone beserk. The mossles did not make it any better either.

19/3/81 We were up at the crack of dawn and down to Hale Street
With even more helpers. With the equipment laid out on the sand spit
and the twinklers out with the radios, the weather and the prospects
looked good. A small catch was made (see list) . A bit of
excitement came our way when the Sydney Airport rescue boat passed us
on its routine tour of duty, pushing up some waves which were
something like a king tide. Many fancy (and I mean fancy) moves were
made to reftrvieve our equipment and waders. But all ended well,
Incidentally, we lost one projectile, and having fired in the general
direction of the nearby runway, we had second thoughts about reading
the evening newspapers.

Having packed our gear, we had a second destination to go to and
cannon~nef.; Towra Point. Here, we came lock stock and barrel. As we
had plenty of time to rendezvous with the two power boats at Dolls
Point: we decided #o pick up that traditional habit once again «~ food,
which always seems to get in our way!

On arriving at Dolls Point and having dined, those present caught
up with thelr notes and records and discussed wading in general. But
not for long! Qur illustrious leader brillianmtly decided there was



work to be done. That beautiful beach between us and the sea, I'm
gure, put us in two minds, particularly when we spread the nets on
the sand for inspection and other waders came along for thoughtful
inspection too. Under the cool of the trees, the equipment was
prepared for our laite afternoon catech and bundled up into suitable
slzes for power boat storage. The boats later arrived and everything
and everyone that could be, put aboard. Two trips later, we found
the ideal spot to set the nets at the end of Towra Point,

Everything was at the ready, with plenty of time for the tide and
the waders. The very enthusilastic pursued a biit of bird observing.
Lists of birds were logged by Julie Strudwick, a persistant writer.
We all think of and love the Silver Gull, but in thils particular case
we developed veservatlons in this very late catch {which ended up
under torch light)} due o the enthusiastic participation of this
delightful bird. We did get our Bar—~tailed Godwits -~ many sore
fingers laterl|

Our return to Dolls Point at 9 pm was very exciting and not koo
many of us remained dry. We were thankful for the skill of our two
boat captains.

Bed baci at Bob Moore’s mansion was gratefully recieved. We had
a bonus to the dinmer’s culinary dellights from the Kurnell oil
refinery, which released some aromatic smells in our direction., My
son Lan who loves exploring, found the spot where Captain Cook first .
landed. Some of us visited this spot and the Museum, and to our
surprise found that one of his crew stepped ashore first. He might
be recorded by a twist of fate as being the first recorded wader in
Botany Bay.

20/3/81 OQur third and final catch was made at the Caltex Terminal
At Port Botany not far from our first catch. The spot proved to be
perfect (see wader catch list). The day became hot as we settled
into the routine; nets and cammons In place and twinklers out with
their radlos. The prize of this catch was the Black~talled Godwit,
plus eight other species,

Bar~taliled Godwits were the mosft caught in Botany Bay. That
afternoon with everything packed into the the trailer, we headed for
Newcastle. Thanks must go to Bob Moore for putting up with us ~ a
great gentleman.

My trips through clties are always scary ones; I can get lost on
an empty dinner plate, Tt is here that I have to thank Julie
Strudwick who guided me both ways through Sydney.

The trip to Newcastle was a very hot one. The trailer behind my
Kombl Van caused 1t to overheat. 1 finally ground to a halt at the
Gosford freeway Interchange. Clive, who had gone ahead to Newcastle,
was contacted and came to the rescue post~haste. He took the traller
in tow. We took off into the night, Clive in front and Julie close
behind., My van rode faulty for the firsi 30 km. but then came good.
We arrived at our digs In the early hours of the morning.

21/3/81 We seemed to be in bed only five minutes when it was into
Preaktrast, and then on our way to the first catch at Stockton Bridge,
Kooragang Island, on the Hunter Estuary. This spot is a famillar
place for Fred vanGessel ;, the Newcastle leader. The three catches
over two days were excellent. T was Interested in Fred's way of
processing blrds, I took photographs of each stage of the procedure ~
a different one to the Victorian technique. The hosis at Newcastle
were par excellent to us. We had a most enjoyable party at one of
the memberts homes; a house bullt on a vantage point overlooking the

28
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quite a spectaclie,
We Victorlans regretfully sald our farewells to the wader
enthusiasts in the North and returned to the South -~ each in our
individual ways.
I am sure we all gained something from each other as we worked
toge ther on this very Interesting project.

19.3.81
(morning)

19.73.81

(evening)

20, 3,81
(morning)

21.,3.81
(morning)

22.3.81
(1st
catch)

22.3.81
(2nd
catch)

6 CATCHES

VISIT TO N.S . W. —

CATCH DETAILS

Hale 5%,
Botany
Bay

Towra Pt.,
Botany
Bay

Caltex,
Botany
Bay

Stockton
Bridge,
Newcastle

Stockton
Bridge,
Newcastle

Stockton
Bridge,
Newcastle

~ GRAND

Bartailed Godwit
Curlew Sangdpiper
. Golden Plover

Bartailed Godwit

Bartailed Godwit
Curlew Sandpiper
Rednecked Stint
Redcapped Plover
Double-banded Plover
Great Knot

Red Knot

Black-tailed Godwit
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

Sharptailed Sandpiper
Bartailed Godwit
Curlew Sandpiper

Sharptailed
Sandpiper

Bartailed Godwit

TOTALS

We counted 45 ghips at anchor with their lights on.

It was

]
D

IRA SAVAGE
New Retrap Total
24 - 24
1 - 1
1 - 1
26 - 26
53 - 53
108 9 117
78 2 80
15 - 15
9 - 9
L - 4
2 - 2
1 - 1
1 - 1
1 - 1
219 11 230
326 2 328
23 - 213
9 -~ 9
358 2 360
_—— A T
2138 2 240
12 - 12
906 15 921
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N.W, AUSTRALIA WADER EXPEDITIONS

The Australasian Wader Studies Group organised an expedition to
North West Australia in late August/early September 1981
involving aerial and ground wader surveys and cannon netting.
Ten people from Victoria participated.

Parts of the Gulf of Carpentaria and much of Australia's north-
west coast were covered and over 1,100 birds caught in

Roebuck Bay near Broome (see Table). The information obtained
revealed that areas of the north coast of Australia are rich in
waders, particularly Godwits and EKnot (see Table). Over 40,000
Great Knot were counted in the Roebuck Bay/Eighty Mile Beach area,
by far the most found anvwhere in the world.

Another expedition is planned for 17 August to 10 September, 1982,
with the main periods of field work om 17-25 August and

2-10 September. As many people as possible are needed to make
this expedition a success, and build on last year's work.

Anyone interested in finding out more details about costs,
timetable and aims or the activities of the AWSG should contact
the AWSG Co-ordinator at RAOU Headguarters (tel: (03) 370 1272).
A full report will appear in the AWSG Bulletin "The SHlt"
subscriptions to which are $3.00 per year.

DETAILS QF WADERS CAUGHT/PROCESSED AT BROOME

CATCHES ON .... TOTAL TOTAL

SPECIES 30/8/81 1/9/81 2/9/81 CAUGHT PROCESSED
Grey Plover 1 1 1
Mongolian Plover 3 1 2
Large-billed Plover 7 15 30 52 50
Turnstone 8 6 20(1) (1) Y
Greytailed Tatler 30 53(1) 43(1) 126(2) 125
Terek Sandpiper 13 19 6 38 18
Bartailed Godwit 1 97(1) 98 (1) 99
T 77 revealed that areas of the north coast of Australia are rich in =

waders, particularly Godwits and Knot (see Table). Over 40,000
Great Knot were counted in the Roebuck Bay/Eighty Mile Beach area,
by far the most found anywhere in the world.

Another expedition is planned for 17 August to 10 September, 1982,
with the main periods of field work om 17-25 August and

2-10 September. As many people as possible are needed to make
this expedition a success, and build on last year's work.

Anyvone interested in finding out more details about costs,
timetable and aims or the activities of the AWSG should contact
the AWSG Co-ordinator at RAOU Headguarters (tel: (03) 370 1272).
A full report will appear in the AWSG Bulletin "The SHlt"
subscriptions to which are £3,00 per vear,
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N.W. AUSTRALIA WADER EXPEDITION 1981

SUMMARY OF WADER SURVEYS

DATE LOCATION TOTAL DENSITY
DISTANCE WADERS (Waders
_ (Jm ) SEEN per km})
22/8 Karumba to Pt Parker 235 61,800 263
(S. of Mornington
Island)
23/8 Bayley Point
(8. of Mormington 525 5,270 10
Island) to Roper River
26/8 Darwin to Kununurra * 630 7,120 11
(via Wyndham )
27/8 Bigge Island to 840 1,040 1
29/8 Derby
26/8 Derby to Broome 330 1,317 b
27/8 to Broome to Bush Pt/ 65 Ls, 645 702
4/9 Sandy Pt (Roebuck Bay)
" Bush Pt/Sandy Pt to 50 0 0

Port Smith

" Port Smith to Cape
Missiessy 80 3,600 45

" Cape Missiessy to
Cape Keraudren 220 102,439 L66
("80 mile beach")

2,975 km 228,231 Av., 77 wader
waders per km

¥ Repeat survey on 28/8, but at low tide, gave count of only 1,500
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DAVID ROBERTSON

The VWSG is very sorry to be saying goodbye to David Robertson,
its founder and one of the joint convenors. David has been
appointed Chief Veterinary Officer (Hygiene) for South Australia
and is moving to Adelaide in January 1982,

David and Minnie arrived in Melbourme in 1974 after having spent
two vears in Singapore and eight years in Hong Kong. They
immediately set about looking for appropriate sites to band

waders on Port Phillip Bay and after several unsuccessful attempts
in the Altona area they finally discovered the potential of the
North Spit Lagoon at Werribee for wader mist netting in January
1976, Regular mist netting visits were made throughout the year
from then onwards with a total of about 1600 waders being caught
up until October 1978 (after which additional persomnnel and the
cannon netting technique were also introduced» These catches
provided extremely valuable data and a nucleus of experience and
interest in wader studies which ultimately lead to the formal
foundation of the Victorian Wader Study Group. Considerable
perseverence, mainly against the regular adverse windy conditions
at Werribee, was necessary to achieve such results and the

Group owes a great deal to David for his enthusiasm and leadership
in these earlier years. David has also taken an active part as
the first editor of the Bulletins of the VWSG.

The Group thanks David for all he has domne for it in the past
and wishes him and Minnie a happy, enjoyable and successful
wader banding future in South Australia (where, incidentally,
the local group recently made a cannon net catch of nearly
1000 Knot).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Acknowledgements have been made in some earlier VWSG Bulletins,
and also verbally at VWSG Anrual General mettings, but it seems
timely to repeat some of these. Without the help and co-operation
of those individuals and organisations listed below, and many
others, the successful study programme being undertaken by the
VWSG would not be possible. Our grateful thanks go to the
followings:

a) the MMBW for permission to band waders on their farm
at Werribee, and to use the shearing sheds at Beach Road
as a Iases

b) the Government/private owners of land who have granted
permisgsion for us to band waders at Pt Wilson (Dept
of Transport and IClL Australiag, Queenscliff (the Army),

Yallock Creek (various farmers);



c) various companies/organisations which have assisted
with the equipment and consumable items including
ICT Australia (electric detonators and the loan of
a firing box), IMI Australia (black powder and the
manufacture of various hardware), the Fisheries &
Wildlife Dept in Victoria and the CSIRO Divisdion of
Wildlife Research in Canberra (provision of the two
cannon nets), the Fisheries & Wildlife Dept of Victoria
(1oan of boats for counting/banding operations in
Corner Inlet) and the Victorian Museum (loan of
stuffed birds);

d) David Purchase, the head of the CSIRO banding scheme,
for considerable assistance in many ways and for the
provision of metal and colour bands through the
CSIRO banding scheme;

e) VORG, BOC and RAOU for the help and co-operation of
their members, especially in the bi-annual comprehensive
wader counts;

f) various members of the Group for special assistance

including Joy Pagon (who writes up all the banding
schedules), Julie Strudwick (who processes all the
retraps), Ira Savage (who personally made all the keeping
cages and also loans hisg trailer to the Group),
Brenda Murlis (who made most of the bird bags and has
now taken over as Treasurer from Julie Strudwick) and
Kevin Bartram (who drew the Doublebanded Plover used
on the front cover of the VWSG Bulletin).

All Group members and everyone else who has helped in the
field work are most gratefully thanked for their efforts.

P.S. We badly need some unew/additional "covering” material.
Would anyome with old dust sheets/ground sheets/tarpaulins
etc., - preferably at least 107 square - please make them
available.

CONSERVATION SUCCESS

In July 1981 a team of VWSG members spent a morning clearing the
vegetation from the centres of two small islands at the end

of the North and South Spits at Werribee in order to re-create

a habitat suitable for Fairy Terns to nest in.

4 visit on the evening of 19 January 1982 revealed that

50 pairs of Fairy Terns were nesting on one of the islands - the
island not used for nesting since the summer of 1978/79 because
of the ingress of vegetaiion. This is probably the largest
colony of Tairy Terns ever to nest at Werribee ~ certainly in
recent years -~ and is a good illustration of the benefits of
proper habitat management ("ornithological engineering" on a
small scale)e Breeding success appeared to be good with

30 chicks located as well as a further 22 nests still with eggs.
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VWSG INTERTM FINANCIAT STATEMENT

1/7/81 TO 30/11/81

$
INCOME $ EXPENDITURE
Membership Fees 370.00 Bank Fees 10.86
Subscriptions to/sales Returned Cheque 10.00
of Bulletin 51.00 Postage 37.18
Donations 25.00 Photocopying 3.9
Insurance {stolen net) 253,60 Stationery 31.25
Hire of equipment 62,00 New equipment 335,90
Printing Bulletin 87.58
TOTAL INCOME $ 761,60 TOTAL EXPENDITURE $516.52
Cash at Bank, 30/6/81 279,33 Cash at Bank 30/11/81 641,25
Cash/cheques in hand 172.79 Cash/cheques in hand 55.95
$ 1213.72 ¢ 1213.72
———— == —_——
WESTERNPORT COUNT DATES - 1982
Date High Tide Height
Feb 6th 0917 hrs 2.5 m
April 24th 1309 2.8
July 24th 1548 3.1
October Z2nd 1150 2.3
Dec 4th 1500 2.6
All welcome, no experience necessary. A good opportunity to learn.
If interested in participating please notify -
Peter Dann
PO Box 403, Cowes, Phillip Island 3922
Tel: {(059) 568395 (all hours)
ADVERTISEMENT
Natural History Books
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
TOTAL, INCOME $ 761.60 TOTAL EXPENDITURE $516.52
Cash at Bank, 30/6/81 279,33 Cash at Bank 30/11/81 641,25
Cash/cheques in hand 172.79 Cash/cheques in hand 55.65
$ 1213.72 $ 1213.72
————— —_——————

WESTERNPORT COUNT DATES - 1982

Date High Tide Height
Feb 6th 0917 hrs 2.5 m
April 24th 1309 2.8
July 24th 1548 3.1

P
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VICTORLAN WADER STUDY GROUP

DATES FOR FIELD WORK -~ JAN., TO APRIL 1982

TIME OF HIGH
TIDE {SAT, )

Jan 23-24 g Herribes # 1330
Fab 67 8 Summer Wader Count 1215
Pab 2021 % Werribee # 1145
March 5-8 H ? Coorong, South Australiia

(Fri-Mon) (with S.4.0.5. Wader Group)

(Labour Day {Provisional - subject to racce omn

weokend ) Feb 6-7 count)

Mar 27-28 ] Queenscliff 1330
April 24.25 H Heryridbee 1530

# Dates when miat netvting at Werwribee is planmed to take place,
in addition to cannon netting

All dates, except ithat marksd, are weekends. Normal meeting time
will be 5 hrs before high tide, at the shearing sheds ("Werribae
Hilton”), Beach Rd., Werribee Sewage Farm. However when mist
netting is probable, the team will normally meet at 5.30 pm on
the Friday evening.

Plaape phone CDTHE, or one of the other contacts below, a few
davs before each planned fieldwork to advise whether you axe
available and to obtain fimal informatiom on rendezvous time/
location. The programme ils subject to change depending om rescce
infermation, avallability of personnel stc.

CONTACTS (A note new phone number)

Clive Minton - 568.1017 {home)
267.5800 {(office)
Address: 10 Omama Rd., Murrumbeena 3163

Julie Strudwick -  375.2346 {(home) 3%0.1272 éRAOU officeg

Brett Lane & - 51,4594 (bome) 370.1272 {RAOYU office
Ira Savage - 052-216253 (home)

Berrice Forest -  786.9717 {home)

Peter Dann -  059~56 8395 (home )

Brenda Murlis - 87h.2860 home

John Dawson - 787,2082 (home} 781.279%1 Eoffice

Ken Rogers - 879,2394 homa 602.4233 {office;
Anthony Roberts - by, 1534 home) 410221 Ext. 346 (office)

C DT MINTON
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM

Mrs Brenda Murlis

Treasurer

Victorian Wader Study Group
34 Centre Road

VERMONT VIC 3133

I would like to join/renew membership of the Victorian
Wader Study Group as a ¥ Full/Country/Associate/Interstate/
Student member. Enclosed is cheque/money order for $..:00000c0000

in payment of membership fee for the year ended 30 June 1982,

Full membership $10 per annum

Country, Interstate, 1 July to 30 June
Student, Associate

membership $ 5 per annum

¥ ¢ross out whichever is not applicable

NAME 4 % 8 ¥ 4 B & ¢ ¢ & © 9 &8 3 3 O O 4 0 0 G L 4L ¢ S 4 aQ
(please use block letters)

ADDRESS % & o o 06 B & Q0 & D 9 & 8 8 O & & H B D OB O B O Y a O D

nowouoeuﬂaaalnolouqﬂuooouoPOSt Code e o oo

TELEPHONE .....00000000scccescsoonsoscocns
(please include STD prefix)

SIG‘NA’.[\URE 4 2 8003 3 7 6 ¢ 6 ¢ B e e O AN 0B 8L B S0 0O @ G OO



