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Summary of VWSG Activities i 1994

After a record 1993, this year has been more modest, at least in relation to the number of waders
caught. The tolal of 6592 is close to the 16 year average of 6668, However the 1753 retraps of birds
previously banded was, at 27%, the second highest ever proportion - an cffect of concentrating on core
species and a reflection also of the kigh number of birds banded in the previous year. Overall the
Yictorian Wader Study Group has now caught 109, 143 birds since its inception in late 1975,

Eastern Curlew numbers (92 caught) were an increase on the previous (good) year and reflect the
special effort put into this species recently, as requested by the partics to the Japan Australia Migratory
Birds Agreemen. It 1s pleasing that this has resulied in a plethora of interesting sightings of leg-flagged
birds, both in Australia and overseas, giving, for the first time, some insight into possible migration
routes and key stopover sites for this species.

The numbers of Red-necked Stints and Curlew Sandpipers caught returned to more normal levels after
the bulge' in 1993, They formed the highest ever proportion of the vear's catch (95 %). Less effort
than usual was speat on other species - partly because some of the equipment and key personnel were
away on the W.W. Australia Wader Study Expedition for nearly three moaths. Thus no Latham's
Snipe, Greenshank or Bar-tailed Godwit were banded and only one each of Red Knot, Tumstone and
Sanderling. The oystercatcher project also acieved smaltler numbers than in other recent years with 107
Pied Oystercatchers and only one Sooty Oysiercatcher. Time and tide constraints alse prevented a
further visit to the south-east of South Australia, for Saaderling and Turnstone, in the 1994 calendar
year,

As always the Heldwork programme Is designed, iuter alia, to gradually build up a collection of
biometric and moult data on each species (and age group). Pariicular achievernents in 1994 were
increasing the December sample of Eastern Curlew from 5 to 45 and the September Pied Qystercatcher
numbers from 10 to 82.

Recovery reports of banded birds and sightings of birds carrying individual colour bands or the
Victorian code of orange leg flags produced more vaiuable information on the migration routes, key
stop-over sites and destinations of waders. Detailed lists of these are provided in this report.

Apart froin the Eastern Curlew already mentioned, one of our 'resident’ species, the Pied Qystercatcher,
provided perhaps the most spectacular resulis, Two more birds were found on the Central New South
Wales coast, each successively the longest movements recorded for this species in Australia, now 911
kims. One moved from Westemport Bay to Sydney in only eight weeks, News has now also been
received that the bird reported in Sydney in the fast Bulletin was actually scen at Moruya on the south
N.8.W. coast on its way up to Sydney. In the other direction four more birds werce seen in south
Australia (one a record westward movement of 532 km) and another previously seen there moved on
to Tasmanta!



Other recovery highlights weve our first Bar-tailed Godwit in New Zealand (there had been previous

sightings of Hagged birds) and a Red knot in Korea (Australia’s first). To contrast one of our resident

eademic species, the Hooded Plover, was recaptured 13 years afier banding just one kilometre from
the otiginal site. This 15 an Adstmllan age record for this species.

Curlew Sandpipers and Rednecked Stints also continue to set new age records with birds of minimum
age 10-17 years being recaptured. Such birds will have made at least 16 round trip migrations of
around 25,000 kms. between Siberia and Victoria. The total of 400,000 ks, flown, on migration
alone, is further than from the Qcﬂ th to the moon (380,000kms. ) Not bcm fora i{mc engine weighing
only 29g (Rednecked Stint) or 53 g ((‘ullcw Sandpiper!

YWSG studies of terns continued successfully. A record 2339 Crested Tern chicks were banded, aided
by the formation of & new large colony on the west end of Phillip Isiand. Further recoveries and eolour
flag/band sightings continued o accrue, including a large number of Little and Comnion Terns on

passage down the northern New South Wales coast. The Little Tern which was recovered breeding
m Japan in mid 1994 also returned again to the Gippsland Lakes in the 1994-95 summer.

Analysis of the vast coliection of information built up by nearly 20 years of VWSG studies is
proceeding ouly slowly but the foundations have been laid in a number of areas. All the banding,
recaptuce and biometric information on VWSG birds is now on the computer thanks particularly to the
dlhgen‘f efforts of Terry and Mark Barter over many years. There are now over 70,000 Red-necked
Stint records and Ken Rogers has undertaken extensive investigations into how these can be best
anatysed to determine annual survival rates froim capture/recapture data, Row Jessop has commenced
the computerisation of alt Pied Oystercatcher records, to include in due courss all the colour band
sightings. Clive Minton is advancing steadily in his comprehensive analysis of all recoveries and leg
flag reports for all species of migrant waders banded in Australia or elsewhere in the East
Asian/Australasian Flyway., Further new initiatives in the data analysis area are planned.

The information generated by the banding and counting activities in which YW8G members take part
is of both scientific and conservation value. it is particularly pleasing to see the initiatives being taken
by the Australian Nature Conservation Agency to set up a network cf reserves for waders threughout
the flyway. Data on migration routes and stopover sites, deriving in significant part from VWSEG work,
is the foundation for such conservation actions, VWS knowledge has alse been extensively applied
over the last three years in relation to environmental impasct assessments, mitigation measures and the
development of compensation initiatives in relation to two major proposed projects in Port Phitlip Bay -
the Coode Island relocation/chemical storage facility at Pt. Lilias (close to Avalon Saltworks) and the
Fast Coast Armarmenis Complex at Point Wilson. Without the detatled information generated over

the last 15-20 years i would not have been possible to properly assess the coffects of these
developments and to convince authorities of the need for appropriate disturbance minimisation and
ameliorisation measures.
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The VWEG ficldwork, equipment manufacture and maintenance, administration, data management and
curation, financial records and other activities only occur because of the considerable personal efforts
of a great many members in the Group. Whilst it may require more than a few telephone calts (o round
up a team for banding, counting ov net mending, the response (s always positive. Members are thanked
for their willing input.

One of the most boring tasks is the manufacture of the leg flags. Malcoim Brown has done much of
this on his own in the pasl but now teams organised by Sarah Sarailhe and Doris Grahain have been
marvellous at taking on a major part of the task. The list of sightings of Nagged birds is a reward for
theio etforts. And Allan Clarke continues Lo give gencrously of his company's facilities for ihe
manufacture of cannens and other hardware as nceded by the YVWSG or for supply to others.

Many other persons or bodies help the VWEG in a variety of ways, especially via permission to cairy
oui our fieldwork on private land. Special thanks are due to the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources for the provision of boat transport in Cotner Infei, at Inverloch, i the Lakes
National Park and {or the visit to Mud Tsland for our banding and counting work. And most of ail we
appreciate enormously the $2,500 donation otfered to the VWSG by Esso Australia. This has been
used to replace and tmprove our equipmeni, including purchase of a new half-size cannon-net and an
additional portable radio.

Thanks to everyone, do continue to enjoy our aciivilies,

Clive Minton

YWED receives 32,500 from BHP and B850

The generous help of 1RSSO and BHP, which s already
heing pid io good wse m the replacesient and
insprovement of equignieni, 1y very mach appreciaied.



RECOVERIES OF BANDED BIRDS

Listed below are all recoveries veported subseguent to those
inctuded in the last VWSG Bolletin. (Number 18, October 1994},

AGEING CODRE

P & Pullue (nestling or chick)
[ = First yvear bird {(including juovenile)
2 = Second vear bind

2 = Second vear or older (adult
3+ = Third year or older (adult)

)

Pied Oystercatcher

Band Age  Date of Banding Recaught Recapture Distance
- banding location loncation moved
v/400w96771 2+ 160489 Waerribee #0993 Southend 389km W

‘ Scuth Aust.

o 100-82051 2 10380 Rhyll 170983 Beachport 475km W
South Aust.

AQT-0355%6 34+ 140692 Ryl ] F2A0S93 Canunda NP 440km W
?/’/ Soulbh Aust,

240694 Perkinsg Ta.,282km S*

Tasmania(*ol Rhyll)

: 101-96841 2 060889 Barry Beach *2211%2 Moruya,NSW 45%0km NE

|60 FOR0194 Botany Bay 573km NE
MEW

110994 Stockyard #1471194 Botany Bay ©9b6km NE

Point W'port WEW

(]

:‘//i 071-03965
V4b?~03694 3+ 130894 RBarry Beach *220195 Forster 971 Tk NE
NGW

10096888 3+ 100680 Barry Beach *040295 Cavpenters 532km W
Rocks, South Aust.

M/TOOM9676U 2+ 160489 Werribea FOS0295 Carpenters 36tkm W
7 Rocks,; Scouth Aust.
¢/100—85081

N

GB028H Stockyard 220395 Phillip 39km WEW
Point W'port Ta. {(found dead)

10085195 24 020788 Barry Beach #*250695 Smithton 262kmEEW
Tasmania

* Recoginisad by colour band combination and reported throuvgh the
Banding Office. There were many olthoer sightings of colour banded
birds which had moved significanlt distances within Victoria.



An unprecedented sat of long distance wneovewments, all deviving
From sightings of colour banded blrds. Most notable were two more
movemnents to Naw South Wales, ecach successively beacoming the
longest. recorded movements for this ugﬂplcf (rnow 911 km).
Farthermere the bird reported in las vyvear's VW5C Bulletin at
Botany Bay on § January 19%4 1s included again as it now transpires
that L1 was also gseen on route at Moruya, New Soulh Wales, on 22
Novembar 19921

Four wmore sightings in Scubh Australia (including the largest
wastward movemant so far - 532 lkm} illustrate the strong connection
with the soubheast of that shate.

A surprisingly nokile bird (100-03556) from Rhyll (Jurne 1992) was
reported In last yedr’g VWSG Bulletin as beling seen at Canunda
Naticnal Park in Scouth Australia in Septenber 1993 and had
crosused Bass Strailt to Perkins Island in Tasmanla by June 1894

The wvalue of colour banding 1s strongly illustrated hy the
rasults  on  this  species. Only  one conv&ntional’ recovery
(detailed In 1l.ost] was reported during the last yesar compared
with some 50 colour band sightings (of which the “c¢ream’” only is
listed)}.

1
[

ooty Oystercataher
Band Age Date of Banding Recaught Recapture Distance
banding location locaticon moved
~99594 34 170592 Manns Beach 100185 Judgement  96km S
Corner Inlet Rocks, Bass
Strait, Tas.

10103681 2+ (80794 hltona 111085 Killarney 218km W
Beach

specias shows a somewhat different movement patiern from the
Led OQystercatcher. Most birds move only betwean breeding grounds
on Bass Strait ilslands/northern Tasmanian coask and the Barry
Beach/Corner Inlet omnje“ used in auvtuan and winter, although a
few move wastwards a1onq the coast.

1

Those were agailn sightings of individually colour marked birds.
Hooded Plover

Band B

i
-
i

Date of Banding Recaught. Recature Distance
banding location location moved
0%1-18090 2+ 0560682 Point (30995 Collendina lkm W
Lionsdalea

This bird was recaptured (by VWSS member Mike Weston) over 13
vears after it was banded. At recapture it must have been at
least 15 vyears old, This is an Auastralian age record for this
spaciaes.



Double-banded Flover
Date of
panding
091293

Age

2 S

N BSH3552 Juv 231284

These were bobh sighting
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that BS53552 was nearly |

Bar-~tailed Godwit
Date of
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Band Age
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Zealand
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New

TeCOve

Note that this bird
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The bird recovered in the Northern Territory is a first for a Red
Knot banded in SF Australia, Finnis Beach was probably a stopover
site on the bird's southward migration. Surprisingly there have
so far been no recoveries/flag sightings indicating that Broome/NW
Australlia is on the migration route for SFE Australian Red Knot.

Red-necked Siint

Band Age Date of Banding Recaught Recapture Distance
banding location location moved
03376414 1 180591 Barry Beach 300794 Vladivostok 9208km N
Russia (killed)

034-14037 2+ 281192 Inverloch 120395 Cape T4km W
Patterson
{ found dead)

An interesting recovery on southward migration in SE Siberia -
but still over 9000 km from its presumed destination back in
Corner Inlet.

The Inverloch oird is one of the extremely few local, dead,
recoveries of waders reported through the Banding Office. FEither
waders have a low mortality rate in Australia or theilr remains
disappear rapid.y with predation or decompositicon.

Curlew Sandpipelr

Band Age Date of Banding Recaught Recapture Distance
banding location location moved

041-44138 1 260688 Stockyard 110994 Broome WA  3188kmiNwW
Foint,
Westernport

0417-82139 1+ 040993 Nudgee 261194 Inverloch 1427km

Beach, Brisbane S5

Queensland

The above indicate that Curlew Sandpipers " summering’  in Victoria
may enter Australia over a wide range, with birds on southward
migration as far apart as Broome and Brisbane. The bird alt Broome
on 11 September 94 was the second from Westernport caught on that
day (seme 1994 VWSG Bulletin).



Sanderiing

Date of
banding
020391

Band Age

2 h

2

indications
It

041-60356

0d1-82693 281193

Further of
coastline.
axtended i

recent years.

Wals

tivities

Pacific Gull

Date of
banding
070593

Band Age

117105859 1

This bird was seen
numbered band (T

Little Tern

Band Date of
banding

140150

Age

Ca41-59331 2%

04i-6T5xx 7¥ 250192

Q41-47387 2+

o

050389

principalliy

Banding
location
Killarney
Beach, Port

0e295
Failry
Canunda NP (60295
South Aust.

the mnmobility of
For this

into the southeast

Banding
location
of I Robert- 020795
sons Beach
Corner Inlet
and

Pelber Dann

Bandine
location
Spermwhale
Head, Lakes
Nat. Park

Recaught
(90391
290194
150394
260654
*287094
161194
#280195
" *220994
" 300194
*260994
161194

071294
*120295

&

Recaught

Sanderling
raason

Recaught

recognised

Recapiure
iocation
Brown Bay

South Aust.

Biown
South

Bay

that +the

South Aust

Raecapture
location
rort
Welshpool

oy

Recapture
ilocation
Lakes N.P.

Ngashima
Japan

Lakes
1]

N.P.

T

Harrington
NEW

Lakes N,P,

Kingsoliif

NEW

Lakes
11

N.P.

I

Aust.
along
VWS G
~ralia

the

Digtancoe
mey e
135km W

75km SE

Lhe
has
n

Distance
maved

20km SW

large

Distance
moved
Dikm

Ll

n

8154km N

Ok

1t

814km NE

Okm
1207 kmNNE

0km



Band Age  Date of RBanding Recaught  Recapture Distance
banding locvation fogation moved
Gal-836%4 2+ 2901%4 Spernmwnale *260994 RKingscliff 1207kmNNE
Head, LWP N&W
*091294 Lakes H.P. Jkm
240195 " "
*280195 " "

04161519 24+ 250192 " *2008494 Nambucca G 45 kmNNE
Heads , WNSW
300195 Lakes W.P. Okm

04159290 2+ 120190 " 290194 " "
*290994 Mambucca 945 kmNWE
Heads, NHW
29017195 Lakes N.P Okwm

041-59282 2+ 120190 “ F(‘gU Lakes N.P., 0Okm
50192 ! "
kGJIIBZ ! "
*211292 " o
*281094 ! “
*251095 Botany Bay 544knNg
NSW

* ogean and recogrnised by colour flag combinations.

This excaellent series of racords Fuvrther illustrates the value of
individual «colour marking.

it was pleasing that the bird caugnt in Japan in June 19%4 (see
also VWSG Bulletin No.18) returned again to the Lakes National
Park, being gseen theve as early as 28 October.

Althcugh this was the [irst banded Little Tern to be reported
moving between Australia and Japan there has subseguently been a
recovery of a Japanese banded bird in northern Queensland and
sightings of two colour banded Japanese birds in northern New
South Wales. The link between Little Terns breeding in Japan and
birds spending the non-breeding season 1n seastern and south
eastern Australia igs now firmly established.

There are six records of birds scen on the northern and central
New South Wales coast on southward migration and it is especially
valuable that fouar of these have subseguently boen s back at
the Lakes Nat Lonal Park. The sighting dates indicate a Septenber/
Qutober passage pericd in NSW with return to bthe Gippsland lakes
from late Octcher Lo early mecgmberg

a



Pairy Tern
Baric}
41-1624¢

4

041-12189

A
further

breed in
breeding
Natural Re

conbya
tittle., It

Crested Te
Recoveries
Band
071-82438
G71-40185
071~-95171
071-85513
071~-95763

071-955673

072-04538
07204227
071-87%ux

072-04239

movement
support
Port
gite

=1

ht Distancea
rnoved

282km

Regauy

Date of
banding

100286

Age Banding
location

Warribae

Recaptuars
location
Spermwhale
Hoad, Lakes

Nat. Park

Chiaok 2501792 B

2+ 280382 Gunnamatta 30kmsSST

Baach

Queenscliftf 101094
(found dead)

&

282 km i
For the

of large for a Fairy Tern. This recovery 1s
view that the population which used to
Phillip Bay may have moved to the more attractive
provided by the Department of Consevvation and

sources on Rigby Island at Lakes Entrance.

t the other recovery indicates a bird which has moved

was a minimum of 13 years old when recoverved.

of chicks banded at Muad Island,

Port Phillip Bay

Distance
moved
42km

Date of Status
banding

131287

Recovery Recovery
location
The Nobbiles

Phillip T
it

Breaeding 221294 SkE

el

°

171288 " " "
n ] " n L)
n " i 1" "
I 1y it il 1"
L 2

Recaptured 300193 Spermwhale 263km R

Head, Lakes N.F.

161289 " 100391 " "
IH " 2{%0 ‘l 95 1" 3]
i Sean 240994 Crowdy Head, NEW 107 8kmNE

-y



Band

071-97233

072-04324

072-15679

07214517

072-1535384

072-05146

07215970

N172-23879

072-27239
07227090
072241073
Q7227355
0D72-36114

072-367%xx

072-46989

072-37324

This long list of Crested Tern recoveries contains some interesting

Date of
banding
161289

141297
191292

11 F‘

181293

n

181294

Status

Seen

Recaptured
A\
Found dead

Killad by
Car

Seen
ound dyling

Found dead

13

Seen

Recovery

240994

310193
010293
101294

030994

240994
081094
131194
140385
251154

120295

300185

270690

Recovery
location

Harrington, NSW

Crowdy Head, NSW
Loch Sport

Clontart,

Qid.
Qid.

Fraser Is.,

Crowdy Head, NBW
Newhaven
Willitamstown
Beaumaris

Hampton

Ocean Guoange
Lakes Nat.Park

Ccean Grove

Geelong

data.
(a) The movement to Fraser Island (1634 km NE) is the
for a Victorian banded Crested Tern.

{b) Of

these were
they
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Victoria.
AlL

)

old.

the

seve

stiil
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Nobbies on the west end of Fhillip

n birds

on their

d be
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Saeptember gix were five or more years old.
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axpected to be

at

caught breeding

—
e

Harrington/Crowdy
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at. the new

only a
eggs

colony
Island were six or

Distance
moved
T013kmNE

101 8kmNE
248km B
1448kmNE

1630kmNE

1018kmNE

o

59km ESE
46km N

3%km NE
42KkKm NNE

265km FE

20km W

35km WNW

longest yet

Head on 24
It is interesting that
few weeks

back in

al The

more years



{d) There were only eight dead or dying birds reported via the
Banding OF - during the past twelve months. This is in spite of
constant {in fact increasing in 1994-9%) numbers being banded.
Either birds are surviving better or the recovery finding/

reporting rate by members of the public is falling.

Recoveriaes of chicks banded off Manns Beach, Corner Jualet

Band Date of Status Recovery Recovarny Distance

banding localion moved
07196821 241288 Sean 120295 Ocean Grange T16km NE
- hakes Nat.Park
07223400 211291 Caught 071092 Port Albert 15km WSW

07223287 " Recaptuared 3007192 Spernwhale Head Tl12km NE
Lakes Hat.Park

072-23396 " i " Loch Sport Gokm NB

072-48707 130195 Seen 120295 Ocean Grange 116km NE
Lakes Wat.Park

() 72‘_48'734 " " il n "
07248816 " " g " "
072~-48873% i " " " "
07?“‘480!84 1 L) 1" " n

0 72_{!90)4 L1} 11 H L L}
G72-49030 " " " " "

0 7 ? ___4 (a O 6 () 4] it t i n
07249025 " Caught 160695 Bilinga, Qld. 1323 kmNT
072-48734 " Found dead 070795 Sydney, NSW 64%km NB
A remarkable collection of sightings at Ocean Grangse by Jim
Regide (VWSG member) of birds banded as chicks off Manns Beach,
Corney Inlelt, a month eavlier. It is neteworthy that none of the
chicks banded in December/Januvary at Phillip Island and Mud
Island had yet penetrated that far east.

)

Recoveries inlbo Queensland are infregquent. Southeast Quesnsliand
is

the furthest north reached by Crested Terns from Vichtoria.



Other recoveries/controls relating to VESG

Band Age Date of Banding Recovery Recovery Distance
banding lovation Jocation/ moved
status
DF1-5%1218 14 030684 Queenscllibl 2272464 The Nobbies 49km 5%
Phillip Is.
Breeding

071511743 24 050383 " 051294 Bdithburgh 70 71TkmWNW
South Aust.
Breeding

07135764 Chick 14127% Coorong 050393 of £ Mannsg  7T0kmESE
South Aust. Beach, Corner Inlet
Racaptured

071-%1218 must, on account of its age, have bred elsewhevse bofore
becoming part of the newly formed colony at The Nobbies in the
1994/95 summer .,

Note that 071-357604 was over 17 years old.

L



WADER BANDING TOTALS - VICTORIA - 1994

NEW RETRAY TOTAL

Pied Oystercaicher 83 24 {07
Sooty Oystercatcher 1 i
Mongolian Plover 3 8
Double-banded Plover 5] 3 9
Large Sand Plover 5 2 7
Red-capped Plover 17 2 19
Ruddy Turnstone 1 - 1
Fastern Curlew 82 10 92
Terek Sandpiper 2 2
Red Knot 1 - 1
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 28 { 26
Red-necked Stint 3454 13483 4837
Curlew Sandpiper 1148 328 1476
Sanderling i - 1
Broad-billed Sandpiper 2 2

4839 1753 6392

LOUATION OF WADERS CAUGHT IN VICTORIA

To Dec 1993 1994 TOTAL

Werribee 41117 1841 42G58
Westernporl 24798 2512 27310
Queensclift/Pi Lonsdale 17422 398 {7817
Anderson Inlet (inverloch) Q734 1334 110068
Corner Inlet 7559 499 8058
Aliona 944 t 955
Killarney Beach 426 - 476
Canunga (SA) 161 - 161
Bendigo (Sewage Farm) 143 - 143
Seatord Swamp 98 - 98
Braeside/Croydon 61 - 61
vud Tsland 35 v 25
(reelong (Peint Henry) 25 - 25
Seaspray (Lake Regve) 1§ ~ 18
Toowong 10 - 10

162551 6592 1G9143

Totals include 87,105 newly banded birds and 22,038 retraps of 33 species,

14



ANNUAL WADDR BANDING TOTALS BY VWEG IN VICTORIA

CALENDAR YEAR NEW  RETRAP  TOTAL
173 5
1976 G616 4 620
1977 482 (2 494
(978 1296 42 1338
1979 7436 A6 7922
1980 612l §206 7327
1981 4561 86O 5430
982 3774 796 4570
1983 2875 628 3503
1954 4271 1045 5317
1985 4073 1051 5124
1986 7144 2057 9201
1987 5350 1559 6909
1088 K019 2697 (0716
1989 3437 1584 7021
1950 4094 1550 6044
1991 3224 850 4074
1997 4652 861 5513
1993 8831 2588 11419
1994 4839 1753 6592

Totad eatehes in
YVietoris to end {094 87405 2203% 19143

Axverage annual total for 1979t 1994 1 0663
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VICTORIAN WADER CATUHES
1978 TOQ 31 DUCEMBER  19%4

NEW RETRAP TOTAL

Pied Ovystercatcher 1037 385 (422
Sooty Oystercatcher 197 20 247
Masked Lapwing 130 3 133
Grey Plover 73 6 79
Lesser Golden Plover 90 21 211
Red-kneed Dotlerct 133 I 144
Hocded Plover {5 1 16
Mongolian Flover 04 6 100
Double-banded Piover 2995 937 3952
Large Sand Plover 24 3 27
Red-capped Plover 545 176 721
Black-fronted Plover 52 4 56
Black-winged Stilt 18 - 18
Red-necked Avocel 235 2 237
Ruddy Tumnstone 533 146 679
FEastern Curlew 458 30 488
Whimbrel 19 - 19
Grey-tailed Tattler 33 | 34
{recnshank 173 50 223
Terek Sandpiper 31 1 32
Latham's Snipe 109 1 110
Bar-talled Godwit 1192 64 1256
Red Knot 1639 129 1768
Great Knot 314 32 346
Cox's Sandpiper I - |
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 4335 59 4494
Pectoral Sandpiper I - 1
Little Stint 3 - 3
Red-necked Stint 54517 16334 70851
Long-toed Stint L - i
Curlew Sandpiper 17584 3493 21077
Sanderling 421 3 424
Broad-billed Sandpiper 3 - 3
Thirty three species 87108 22038 105143
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Tern Banding
1994-95 has been another good year for the various aspects of the VWSG Tern Study programme.
Crested Terns

Crested Terns had another magnificient breeding year, with a new coloay formed, with a good
output of young and with a record number of chicks banded.

Nests Chicks banded
Mud Island, Port Phillip Bay t520 1156%
The Nobbies, Phillip [sland 900 718
Mcl.aughtin's Beach, Corner Inlet 430 465

2900 2336

*347 nests still had eggs when visil wade on 18th December 1994,

The Mud Island colony scems to have plateaued at 1500-1800 pairs in recent years. As there s
plenty of cleared nesting area still available some other factor such as local food supply may now be
a limiting parameter. The Corner Inler colony moved to yet another location - after bad flooding
experiences in recent years - and this time nested on higher ground at McLaughlin's Entrance with
great success (97% egg to fledging).

Most exeiting of all was the creation of a new colony on the inner Nobbies on the west end of
Phillip Island. Birds started arriving in late November but new pairs continued to join the colony
until early January, resulting in an unusually extended scason. The site was secure from high tides,
being on the rocky slopes and grassy top of a small island knoll, and the birds did not seem overly
affected by a steady stream of passing tourists. Fledging success was again high (80% or more,
from the egg).

Many of the breeding adults at the new Nobbies colony were observed to be banded. Seven were
caught; six were banded as chicks at Mud Island six or scven years previously and one had been
banded nearly twelve years beforehand ag an adult at Queensclitf. It would appear possibie that
one reason for the formation of a new colony was the high number of fledged young consistently
procuced at Mud Tsland in recent years, which are now mature enough to breed and which may be
limited by food supply from iclurning to their natal colony area.

A baffling feature is the age of birds recaptured as brecding adults. In addition to those mentioned
above three were caught at the Mud Island colony and all were seven years old. Eight adults
caught in the previous summer were all six or seven vears old (one five years old). (Given that a
high and roughly constant propovtion of the chicks fledged cach year for the last nine years have
been banded, the retraps have shown an unusual age distribution. Either first breeding is defayed
untii age five or six - which compares with published indicators that it occurs at age two - or else
younger birds are uot so easy to cateh by hand!

To determine the correct age of fust breeding, some chicks will be marked with colour-coated
melal bands in the 1995-96 season. These can then be ascribed to a particular year/cohort when
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subsequently observed back in the breeding g,oou.dufm By chminating the need for recaptures any
age/tameness bias will be removed. The experiment is tikely to be continued for several years, with
a differcnt colour being used each vear

Caspicer Terns

In contrast to Crested Terns, Caspian Terns fared poorly in 1994-95, Because they breed much
cartier than Crested Terns (most lay cgas in October) they were all affected by flooding during the
exceptionally severe storms over the first weekend in November (5th-7th). Many re-nested but
most of these had poor nesting success oo, Thus ar Mud Island on |8th December there were |5
adults at the colony but only six nests with eggs, and no chicks, Forty of the 50 pairs on the west
end of Clonmel Island, Corner Iniet, had new eggs by 17th December. Many were lost in [urther
high tides at Cheistmas and though some relaid again only six chicks were banded and these may
have been the only birds which fledged. The exposed nature and low sandfats of the west end of
Clonmel are nothing like as secure a nesting site as the high dunes tn the middle of Box Bank which
the Caspian Terns used to use in the 1980s.

Fairy Ternys

Fairy Terns had their usual problems in Comer Inlet. Fortysix pairs nested i December on the west
end of Box Bank but were washed out by high tides at the end of the month. No signs of
successtul re-nesting were located. About 45 pairs nested {n late January at Rams [sla ind,
Westernpott, and eleven chicks were banded on L4th February (when there were still 16 nests with
cggs). One par nested unsuccesstuily on Sand Island, Quce*]scliﬂﬁ ihe onty known nesting in Port
Phifliv Bay. For the first time some of the chicks at the Lakes Mational Pack/ Lakes Enirance
colonies were banded by Jim Reside (eight Fairy Tern and seven Little Tern).

Castrion Nefiing

Two visits 1o the Gippsiand Lakes were made in order to try and increase the nuraber of Common
and Little Terns bancled and leg-flagued. Four catches between 30th December 1994 and 2nd
January 1993 followed by three « .:4[(,]19% on 27-28th January resulted in the following total of birds
caught:-

Mewly bandad Retraps Total

Common Tern 233 4] 274
Litile Tern 48 4 52
Caspian Tern 5 V]
Crested Tern I 2 3
Fairy Tern 2 - 2
189 47 336

Many most mferesting and valuable recoveries and sightings of leg-flagged tems have been reported
Ut the fast year. These are listed elsewhere in this Bulletin togel her with relevant explanatory
comnents, The vartous elernents of the tern study programme witl continue to be an integral part
of the YWSG fieldwork activities i the 1995-96 summer.

Clive Minton



FURTHER SIGHTINGS OF LEG-FLAGGED WADERS AND TERNS FROM VICTORIA
Report No.3.

Clive Minton, 165 Dalgetty Road, Beaumaris, 3193.
{Phone/Fax (03) 9589 4901},

Orange leg-flagging of waders was commenced 1in Victoria in
January 1990 and the madiority of birds caught {except for some in
large catches) have been orange flagged on the right tibia (a few
on the right tarsus) since then. The results have been spectacul-
arly successful with some five times as many reports being
received as came from “recoveries reported via the Australian
Bird and Bat Banding Office. Our Xknowledge of migration routes
and key stopover sites for each species, both within Australia
and overseas, 15 thus growing much faster than previously.

Below is a list of all flag sightings away from the banding arcas
reported since the last summary was prepared in October 1994.
Appropriate comments ave appended for each speciles.

These sightings are being analysed, in ceonjunction with recover-
ies, for all wader species banded in all locaticns in the
Australian/East Asian Flyway. They will be extremely important

in relation to identifying key sites for the proposed network of
shorebivrd reserves throughout the flyway.

It 1s extremely important that everyone continues to report all
sightings of colour flagged birds {except where close to the
known banding site). Please do not become blase cr think that
future sightings are any less valuable than past cnes. Sighting
details should be sent to me (at the above address) or to Mark
Barter or the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme (PO Box 8,
Canberra, ACT 2601).

Lesser Sand Plover

Date Location Finder
26/03/95 Thornside,Moreton Bay,Queensland Arthur&Cheryl Keates
29/04/95 Manly Harbour,Moreton Bay,Qld. Arthur&Cheryl Keates

Thegse records could possibly refer to the same bird. Surprisingly
the bird/s did not show any breeding plunage.

Large Sand Plover

Date Location Finderxr
13/01/95 Mouth of Bribane River, Qld. Peter Driscoll

Only eight Large Sand Plovers have been leg-flagged in Victoria.
This one appears to have changed its non-breeding area.
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uddy Turnstone

Date Lecation Finder
18/10/94 Broome, W.A. Helen Tochey et al.

16/02/95 Nelson Bay,8km § of Arthur River Priscilla Park
Tasmania

This is bthe second Victorian banded Ruddy Turnstone to move on o

Tasmania. The sighting in Broome is the First indication of the

enkbry polnt into Australia of bivds on migration to SBE Australia.

fastern Curlew

[rate Location Finder

31/03/95 Yeoshino River, Tokushima City Hirotake Sora

Japan (34°04 N 134°36 "1)

early
04/95 250km W of Tokushima, Japan ?

14/07/95 Okinawa Island, Japan per Asian Wetland
Bureaau

03/09/95 Port Cuartis,Gladstone,Qld. Don Arnold

14/08/95 Mouth of Brisbane River,Qld. Petor Drisccll
03/098/95 Tweed River,gld. hdward RKeiver
30/08/95 RKooragang Island,Mewcastle,NSW Ranea Farster Levy
07/09/95 Moruya,NSW Mike Crowley
G8/10,/95 " (different bird) .

03/02/95 Kangaroo Island,nerthern Tasmania Simon Plowright

This dis a woenderfal selsction of sightings and an appropriate
reward for the increased effort put into this species in the last
two or three years. This was partly at the request of parties to

the Japan Australia Migratory Birds Agreement ho singled out
thig species [or special study at their 1993 meeting,

~

Previously therce has been only one recovery of a Victorian banded
Bagstern Curlew (in porthern Chira) and no sighbtings of flagged
hirvds away from +the banding area. There have been only threo
overseas  recoveries (in  total) of Australian banded Bastern
Curlew.

The sightings in Japan are particularly significant in view of
the severe threats Lo the [ew remaining intervtidal estuarine
sites Tt is clear that they are ilwportant stopover sites on
northward migration - a Queensland flagged bhivd was seen at tho




Tokushima site in 1994.

The recovery in Okinawa is espocially exciting, particularly the
aarly (14 July) date. The Eastern Curlew is the first wader to
arrive back in Australia at the end of the scuthward migration
{from early August)} and this on=, on an ilsland between Japan and
The Phillippines, seemed to be oo course [or its scheduled
arrival,

The string of sightings down the east c¢oast of Australia, Erom
Gladstone in northern Queensliand to Moruya in souwthern New South
Wales, suggests a significant migration route. Several observers
reported that birds were not observed again on subseguent days,
which suggests birds may have been sgtuary-hopping rathey than
making single long-flight Journeys at  this stage of their
migration.

The sighting in Tasmania may refer to a bird which was still on
migration when banded or to a bird which had ganuinely changed
its non-breeding area.

Greenshank

Date Location inder
lLate
09/94 Kooragang Island,Newcastle,N5W Renee Ferster Levy

This is the first “recovery of a Greenshank in Australia. There
are no previcus recoveries or flag sightings away from the
handing locations. This bird was probably on 1ts way back to
Victoria.

Latham’s Snipe

Date Location Finder

22/10/94 Kyabram {northern Vicltoria) Danny Ragers

This is the first sighting of a leg-flagged Snipe. It would have
been banded at Braeside Park, Melbourne in one of the two
previous summers. It was pleasing that the observer did Find it
posible to see the flag on a bird as it took off.

Bar-tailed Godwil

Date Location Finder
02/10/94 Botany Bay,Sydney,NSW Clive Minton et al,

04/10/94 Wallis Lake,Torster,NSW Tony Rose & David
wWoods

Both of these birds were probably returning Lo Victoria via an
east coast migration route. The number (except Ffor the last
figure) of the metal band on the first bird was read wilh a
telescope. 071-8367x was banded at Corner Inlet on 19/03/91 or at

DD
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27/05/95 Hualien River,Hualien, Taiwan
21/04/95% Mail Po,Hong Rong J&EK, Shrader
06,/0%/95 o “ P.J.Leadar
22/04/95 Cam Ranh Bay,Vietnam Michasl Hake
13/710/94 Lake Bllesmere,Now Zealand Colin Hill
08/11/94 Cairns,Queensliand Lan Burrows
21/09/9% Marvborough,Queansland Chris BRarnes
14/05/95 Roebuck Bay,Broome,W.A. Kerry Jarvis
02/04/495 Port Hedland Saltworks, W.A. Richard Chandlerx
20/09/94 Rooragang Isl,.,Newcastle,NSW Renee Fersier Levy
23/09/94 Smiths Lake,30km S of Forster, NSW John Durantil
10/09/94 Tong Reef,Sydney,NSW Simon Blanchflowex
18/09/94 Moruya,NSW Mike Crowley
03/10/94 Congo Point,Moruya,nsw
19/04/95 Josse Springs,South Aust. John Reed

21/01/93 Moulting Lagoon,Coles Bay,Tas. Mike Crowley
26/10/34 Pipe Clay Lagoon,Hobart,Tas. Priscilla Park
10/05/95 Bridgewater Bay,Portland,Vic, Rob Farnes

14/11/94 Tamboon Inlet,castern Vic. Lyn furner

13/11/94 Werribee S.F.(orange~flagged juv.) Bob Swindley

Another interesting and varied set of Red-necked Stint sightings.
Those in Russia and Talwan are firsts’ . Tt is noteworthy that
the one at Sakhalin was present at the same time as a yellow
flagged bird from NW Australia. They were presumably in their
last stages of migration to the NE Siberian breeding grounds. Tt
i interesting that others were still in Taiwan arcund the same
time and one was still as far scoubh as Broome on 14 May.

The Lake Eliesmere (NZ) sighting could well be a further relturn
of one of the birds which was seen there in the 1990-917 and 1991-

92 summers.

The September-November sightings in Australia indicate that some
birds use an east ceast roulte on southward migration back into
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14/09/94 Cape Portland,NB Tas. Iph Cooper

12/11/94 Cundare Pool ,Colac,Vie. Don Arnold

Another nice selection of Curlew Sandpiper sightings. The August
Lo September records probably rvefer to birds on return southward
nassage bo Victorla. There seemns to bc a wide spread of routes,
some entering via Broome in MW Australia whilgt others filter
down the east coast., One bird however seems Lo have remained at
Kooragang Island, WNSW, for the summer - indicating that not all
birds return to the same logatlicn each yearv.,

The record at Broome in early June was of a bird in non-braeding
plumage. This indicates a gurprisingly large movement by a
presumed first vear bird.

The bird at Carnarvon appears to have changed its ~summering’
area in Australla. There are other examples in the past where
this has occurred (e.g. between Nawcastle, NSW, and Victoeria) but
not with such a large ‘distance involved (oo 3200 km).

The sighting at Cundare Pool, Victoria, is included because it is
well away from any of the bdndlng/ 1agq'14 areas.

There were fewer than normal sightings in Hong Kong during
northward migration in 1985 because wator levels in bhe Mai Po
Reserve were nob go suitable as usual for resting migrant waders.,

Sanderling

Date Location Finder
27/08/94 Ichinomiya River,Chousai-gun,Chiba per Japan Birvd Mig-
Japan (35°24°'N 140°24'F) ration Res. Centre

26/09/94 Congoe Point,Moruya . NSW Mike Crowley
13/10/94 Ropetoun {west of Esperance),WA W.leermans

Yet another nice sighting in Japan which seems to be the key
stopover area on migration. The Australian sightings either
indicate widely dispersed routes of birds returning to Victoria/S.8.
Australla or e2lse more nomadic wanderings.

Broad-billed Sandpiper

Date Location Pinder
13/11/94

to Little River,Werribee 5.F. Bob Swindley &
29/04/95 Fred Smith

This was presumably the only Broad-billaed Sandpiper aver banded/
flagged at Werribee S.F. (on 19/02/94). It is interesting that it
had returned in a fubvequent season hto this same logation even
though this is cutside its regular range.
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BANDING IN 50UTH AUSTRALIA

Petina Pert

Iy previous years the VWSG has travelled to Canunda National Park, South Australia
to band Sanderling and Ruddy Turnstone. This year, a group of ten VWSG members
made the trip across the border, The first night we camped at Portl Fairy Football
Ground so as to break up the journey as well as doing a reconnaissance at Kiltarney
Beach. The next day we split inte three groups with Chive's group doing a
reconnaissance at Brown Bay, JefT'and Sarah doing a reconnaissance al the mouth of
the Fitzroy River and Tim and 1 deing a reconnaissance at Blackfeltows Cave, Pelican
Potnt and Carpenters Rocks. We were then to meet up with our South Australian
contingents at Canunda National Park at 1.00 pm to discuss the potential sites for
catching over the next few days, We knew something must have gone wrong when
Clive had not arvived by 105 pm. After awhile we decided to drive along Canunda
beach te sec if there were any waders. Remarkably there was a marked absence of
these birds along the open beaches (and it wasa't because they saw that green trailer
either). As we headed back we met ap with Clive. Clive had not had much luck since
we'd left him that moming. A wheel tiad come toose on the trailer and had to be fixed
it Port Macdonnell (putting them an hour behind schedule). Once they reached
Brown Bay Clive must have been so enthused with the numbers of Sanderling and
other waders that he saw that he drove right through clumps of rotting seaweed and
ended up getiing the trailer and car bogged in it. The other members in his car were
not impressed by the stench of the rotting seaweed and maggots feeding on it as they
wried to dig him out. Eventually they had to get a local farmer to pul! them out with
his tractor.

We discussed what each of us had seen at our reconnaissance sites and Clive was
most inferested in the Pelican Point, Carpenters Rocks area, so we drove back to see
where we could make a potential catch. Afterwards we went back to Tain Stewart's
farm and set up our tents. That night Clive gave a slide talk to the Millicent Field
Naturalists Club about his Siberian trip which was very well received. Clive
mentioned how he had observed a Sanderling in its breeding grounds which had been
banded in S.£. Australia (with a possibility of having been banded ar Canunda) whilst
fie was in Siberia which the locals found most interesting. The locals were
encouraged to participate in the cannon-netting over the weskend so as to see some
of these birds in the hand.

Quite a few familiar faces from Clive's talk the night before turned up the next day
and assisted in the catches we made at Pelican Point with then help being much
appreciated. Sanderling and Turnstone were the only species which were orange leg
flagged (indicating South East Australia} as they are considered 1o be very mobile
specics moving along the coast and into Victoria. Other species were not orange leg
flagged as they arve considered to be faithiin to that area. Details of species caught.
retraps and number of juveniles are indicated in the table below.
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DATE SITE SPECIES MEW | RETRADP | TOTAL | JUVS
4/02/95  {Pelican Foini, Carpenters Rocks, 5.A. [Sharp tailed Sandpiper 75 0 75 3
Ked necked Siint 62 G 62 o

Ruddy Turnstone t7 0 17 2
Curtew Sandpiper 11 ¢ 11 ]
TOTAL 4 165 0 165 17

DATE ST SPECIES NEW | RETRAF ['TOTAL | JUVS
5/02/95  |Pelican Point, 5.A, Sharp tailed Sandpiper 33 5 38 2
st catch Red necked Stint 7 0 7 0
Ruddy Turnsone 13 O 13 0

Curlew Sandpiper 19 1 20 3
TOTAL i i 72 6 83|

DATE SITE SPECIES MEW | RETRAP | TOTAL | JUVS
5/02/95  |Pelican Point, 5.A. Sharp tziled Sandpiper & 0 o 1
2nd catch Red necked Stint 8 0 8 1
Ruddy Tumstone 76 tt 76 3
Curlew Sandpiper 4 0 4 O
TOTAL 4 94 it 94 4
DATE 3ITE SPECIES NEW | RETRAP | TOTAL | JUVS |
/02/95  jBrowa Bay, 15 kin B of Port Sanderling 47 2 49 0
Ist catch  (Macdonnell (5.A.) Red necked Seint 70 D 20 4
Ruddy Tumstone 3 0 3 0

Curlew Sandpiper 5 G 5 1
TOTAL L 2 77 5

DATE SITE SPECIES MEW | RETRAF | TOTAL | JUVS
9/02/95  |Browa Bay, 15 km E of Port Sharp tailed Sandpiper 14 0 14 0
2nd cateh  |Macdonrell (8.4 Red necked Stint 1o 0 19 4
Raddy Tumsione 4 O 4 2
Curlew Sandpiper 9 0 9 5

TOTAL 4 46 0 46 9

2
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From the table above, you can see how we were able to make two catches on the one
tide thereby increasing the numbers of species and individuals banded. Clive certainly
made use of the time we had available, therefore when we returned to fain Stewart's
for dinner we were most pleasantly surprised with the three huge lobsters (half the
size of some of his children). We then started to head eastwards to Brown Bay
leaving the larger ream of volunteers and Tain and his family behind. With a reduced
number of people we once again made two catches, getting our first Sanderling for
the trip in our first catch.

After two catches at Brown Bay we headed back into Port Macdonnell.  As it was
raining so hard none of'us could face putting up our tents so we got two caravans for
the night. The next day we all went our scparate ways and made our way back to
Melbourne. Tim and 1 stopped at Picanninnie Ponds and walked along the open
beach, where we recorded our last colour banded oystercatcher for the trip.

Other highlights of the trip included the sighting of the furtherest west an Victorian-
banded Pied Oystercatcher has been observed to move (from Corner nlet to Pelican
Point*® - 532 km west). Cther sightings observed during reconnaissances made by
Tim Guan and Petina Pert in South Australia are detailed below:

Site observed Date Species Banding Distance
location moved
Pelican Point* 4/2/95  Pied Oystercatcher  Corner Inlet 532 lkkm W
Carpenters Rock 5/2/95  Pied Oystercatcher  Werribee 361 kem W
Piccanninnie Ponds  7/2/95  Pied Oystercatcher  Werribee 320 km W

Thanks go to lain Stewart and his family for accommodation and hospitality of
VWSG members, Ren de Garais and his wife, Adrian Boyle and his family for
reconnaissances prior to our visit and for all the people who participated in our
fieldwork programme over the weekend.
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Lyrics by Graeine Rovee, aeconipasimennt by Michacl,

"Welt there’s good news and therc's bad news  The good news 1s that, just along the beach there are
hundreds of Golden Plover, Tumstone and Sanderling that we wouldn't have lound if we hadn't got
bogued. Oh, and the bad news s We're bogged!”

S{_) i‘; was that members ol the Victorian Wader Study Group avspiciously got, to the tune of "Oh
v Beautiful DOLY {or words 1o that effect). %'u\,!\ wito the second anoual Souih /’\1,1Sll‘.tiliau‘r

':.‘xgi)editiou moearly Febroary, 1995 Adverse predicaments suel us these call for the charm and

cloguence of an 007, Micaculousty he materalised from the midst ol the swirling waders, claimig
to vwe his lopgevily to someone he did nol ke - one Paul Keating, tor he [l porsonally obliged 0
survive beyond the next change of wovernment.

i a perverse kind ol @ way thal sinking {eeling was fortuttous for 1t enabled a more %niimr‘w
nspaciion nil ¢ subsivate of Brown's Bay, just bevend the Victonan border. intermnglod with the
serweed was 2 seething mass ol maggois \ml\\mw inan mtricate Kind ol three dimensional peris tlit’n:
form of tarval leap troy. Our new found fhend explained that storms inteeleave altemate layers of
sand and seaweed which, when the seaweed rots, Teaves the amalgam with no visibio weans of
support  Exelaimig that "Anyooe can get bogged - cven heen bo'

prehistore tractor, adroitly gml'mm oh four smull vatches of unusually hupless maggots, mo lile T

iyself, e coaxed the




Tor the dublous 1t was one ol those thines when discretion is the better part of valour.

Despite vehomently denying beiny "a bit ol a greenie”, 007 explained that not only do the maggots
on the beach nourish atypical numbers of birds, but as tide and storm reclaim the seaweed, [ish stocks
benefit as well. Coming from a fishing background, he had been campaigning to not allow the
harvesting of seaweed from the coastline: it affords protection to the coastline and the maggots in the
food chain: "To remove the seaweed would destroy the whole ecology of the beach.”

And so il came (o pass that for a few brief days in its chequered career, 30L 007 became the
strongest vehicle in the Sourth Australian south cast as its aroma matured and ripened to its full
potential. Like an aura 1o remind us of past indiscretions, the vehicle with real atmosphere became
so overwhelming that eventually the two just had to be separated. much to the dismay of our
Rendelsham hostess. But the hungry limestone kaob of the home paddock was very much in need
»Iadditional fertiliser, and the homestead mice in need of'a high protein dict to supplement the scraps
'ﬁ’orn the crays personally caught by our host and provided as our somewhat over-catered entree. Bul
still, the distractions of the unexpected new food sources undoubtedly diverted the mice from the
Uampolmtd and trapezes of lent cily!

Meanwhile, reverting to the nuances of traditional bitumen revealed a traifer whose left wheel had
dispensed with all sense of direction, for it had lost its bearings. The unscheduled stop for tunch and
repairs, however, served to provide the South Australian welcoming contingent additional time to

decide hiow to explain the lack of waders, previously present, from the ocean beach of Canunda
National Fark.

Fortunately waders were lound by Petiva and Tim at two Carpenter's Rocks venues which then
became the focus for the weekend's catches. Oune site was an enormous platform of loose rocks. in
therr hundreds there were Crested Terns on the rocks, and Turnstonss doing as then name suggests.
As resilient as the local habitar, VWSG members found themselves between a rock and a hard place.
wiit little choice but to utilise local materials to chock the cannon bases, camouflage nets, embed
stakes, provide markers and the like. By contrast the other Carpenter's Rocks site was a thick raat
of kelp, but between the two sites, good catches of Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint,
Turnstone and Curlew Sandpiper were made.

Reunited with 007 on the homeward journey, the group caught a few of the waders which chose not
to seck wind shelter behind the little conical nnio ks of maggot mix, herematier referred to as
caiching arca markers. As well as the ubiquitous Red-necked Stint and Curlew Sandpiper, and the
sotewhat unexpected Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, was a small sample of banderling, which together with
Turnstone, were the major target species of the expedition.

So we parted cormpany with our South Australian hosts of the past few days. They appeared pleased
with our input at the time, but were yet to ponrder as to why (hey so easily allowed Victortan orange
coloured teg flags o infitivate South Australian birds. As for VWSG members, we left to ponder if.
when the horrible truth dawned, would we be banned from South Australia ?

Lot
o
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Feld Outing to the Gurdies
Saturday 30th Septenber 1995,

On a pleasant but dull overcast day 16 of us met at midday at Motlon Road and
headed across the paddocks to the wsual spot for catching Eastern Curlew on
Westernport Bay.

Three nets were set, two of which were alongside each other, overlapping, and {four
decoys were pul 1 place. We then moved out of sight behind the tea tree and had
lunch ag we waired.

As high tide neared o fow people moved into the hide and the others sat nearby hidden
amongst the tea tree. Tt wasn't long before 2 single Curlew had setiled in the catching
area.

Clive instructed me to hiead soutl to do some "twinkling" at a known gathering spot
al the end of Blakeneys Road and etsewhere but before § had ventured too far Cuilews
angl Pied Oystercatehers started moving in of their own accord and 1 was told not to
proceed any further.

Very soon the adjoining two nets were {ired resulting in a good catch of birds. Two
or three Curlew managed to walk out the back of the net 1o freedom. Nevertheless
the rest were quickly and efficiently extracted in the usual skilfull manne as the tide
was still coming i,

With the light fading the Curlew were the first to be banded, processed and colour-
flagged. Most were found to be o moult. The Oystercatchers then had the same
treatment only they had their multi-coloured "jewellery” fitted! The last few being
done in darkness with the aid of lights.

The final tally was 62 Cuilew, two of which were retraps, and 22 Oystercatchers, 11
betng retraps. Unfortunately those people who stayed at home to watch what was
promised to be a close and exciting Grand Final doubly missed out as this was the

second largest Curlew catch ever made by the VWSG.

Graham Bea
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VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP
LHLDWORK PROGRAMMIE January-December 1995

DATE LACE &
Fri 6 Jan- QLr"c\ns(,hﬂ/‘\JW Swan Bay/Swan 1. £5.01
16.26%

Sun 8 Jan Small waders, large waders and Tumstone

& OBJECTIVES T

Thur 26 Jan-.
Sun 29 Jan

foakes N aiimm! i’m i
Little and Common Terns

05-05

Fri 3 Feb- Canuds Natienal Park {(5.A) & Port Fairy {0.43
Tues 7 Feb Sanderling & Turnstone
18.30

Sun 19 Feb Dueenseliff 15.48%
Pied Oysiercatcher

Sun 5 Mar The Gurdies 17.10
Fastern Curlew

Sar 18 Mar Werribes 5.1 15,56
Pied Oyslercatcher

Sun 2 Apr Stackyard Peint 15.04
Pied Ovystercatcher

Sun 30 Apr RKRhylt 13.47
Pied Oystercaicher

Bat 17 June-  Barry Beach & Buliock Is. 1538

sun 18 fune  Pied & Sooty Oystercatcher [6.26

Sat 15 July  Fairhaven, Freach Is, 1518
Pied Oystcrcatcher

sun 30 July  Long fs., Hastings 15.01
Pied oystercaicher

sat 13 Aug  The Gardies i4.54
Eastern Curlew

sat 9 Bept Annual Geaeral Meeting -
at Pat and Clive Minton's home

Sat 30 Sept The Guydies 16.36
Eastern Curtew

Sat 28 Oct-  Queenscliff [4.30%

Sun 29 Oct Large waders 03.22

{514
Sat 25 Nowv- Toverloch 1419
Sun 26 Nov  Eastern Curlew & small waders 5.10

Sat 2 Dec-

Sun U7 Dec

Swan Is. Queenscliff
Turnstone

Mud Isiand

Crested Tern chicks

08.05

Wed 27 Dec- Yallock Cl/Stockyard Pt The Gurdies 17.54
Thurs 28 Dec  Small waders & Fastern Curlew 06.30
[8.48
Fri2 9 Dec~  Queenclill, NW Swan Bay
18.33%
Sun 31 Dec  Small and farge waders 06.48
19.36

07.30

S
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VICTORIAN WADER STUDY
i3 wcember 1996

¢
FELDWORK PROGRAMME Jan e

R

PLAC

HAFY-~

P& OBIECTIVES TIME

HIGH

HIETG

TIDE
T

Tue 2 fan- Werribee S.F |.45 08
Wed 3 Jan Small  waders 12.33 0.8
Wed 7 Jan- Corner {nlei 08.01 2.5{17h)
Sun 21 Jan Red Knot and other migrant waders 12.02 2.3 (21s1)
Thurs 25 Jan- Poiut Wilson, Spermwiale Head, - -
Sun 28 Jan Ladces Mational Park
Common angd Little Terns
Wed 7 Feb~ South Australia 1444 1.4 (7th)
Sun 1 Feb Sanderling and Turnstone to 16.14 L (11
Sat 24 Feb The Guidies 18.22 2.9
Eastern Curlew
Sat 23 Mar Dueenscliff #15.08 1.6
Migrant waders & Pied O'catchers
Sun 14 April Werribee 8.F, 10.09 0.8
Pied Oystercatchers
Sat 18 May Stockyard Point 13.51 2.9
Pied Oystercatchers
Saf 15 June Faivhaven, French Is [2.25 2.7
Pied wa,r(,fm,hefs
Sun 16 June Rliyll, Philiip ks. 13.20 2.8
Pied C‘yxfu catchelrs
sat O July Ezgrw Beach 16-15 2.7
Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers
Sat 27 July Annual General Mecting 6. 0%am
Pat cnid Clive's Aouse
Sat 3 Aug The Gurdies 16.02 3.0
fastern Curlew
sun ] Sep The Guvdies 1530 2.9
Eastern Curlew
Sat 19 Qot- Queensclitl 04.17 1.5
Sun 20 Oct Large waders 1613 1.3
05.00 1.5

35
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TR P}iw‘(‘é(; RAMME January-December 1996

CONTIMULD FEOM PREVIOUS PAGE
Sat 30 Nov~ Inverioch 0d. 48 1.6
Sun b Dec Fastern Curlew & simall waders 16,02 1.3
04.51 1.5
Sat 14 Dec Yalock Creck iG 16 2.6
Small waders
Sat 21 Dec Mud Hslmm
Crested Tern chicks
Frt 27 Dec Wervibee 8.1, 05.58 0.9
Sun 29 Dec Small waders 17.10 .8
06.35 0.9
1'7.56 0.8
07.09 0.9

#The times in Swan Bay are rwo hours later than indicated

In addition to the above programme there will be ad hoc fieldwork arcanged when recee information
indicates oppottunities for;

{a) catches 0{ Greenshank, Pacific Golden Plover & other less frequently caught species
{t " Fop-up" catches of small waders or Pied Oystercatchers,

{c) Mist-netting of Latham'’s Snipe.

() Crested. Caspian & other tern chicks at Corner Inlet, The Nobbies ctc.

(&) A South A lia f ling &' one {in the Sepi-D 1,
{e) visit to South Australia for Sanderling & Turnstone {in the Sept-Dec period.)

[

The team normally meets at the banding site five hours before high lide.

Crvernight camping is
imvolved Tor full weekends of fleldworl i Jar - Feb. and Oct Dc

CONTACTS
Clive Minton 165 Dalgetty Rd Beaumaris 3193

(03) '9’-'"" 4901 (H)
Ros Jessop (059) 52 - 1857 (¥

(059) 56 - B300(W)
Mark Barter {(03) 9803 - 3330(H)

(03) 980? - 8630 (i)
(O‘?O) 3 “fi%’;’-)
(03) 9553 - 7345(H)
(03) 9557 - 1564 (W) Jeft
(03) 9723 - 3760 ()
(03) 9791 - 6T99W)
(03) 9428 - 2112(8D)

C}‘/.ff{“;‘l/

Roscimary Davidson

0

Jefl' & Sarah Campbell
Allan Clarke

Dors Graham
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BULLETIN BOARD

Hooded Plover Study: A Plea for Help

"o not know a more charming linle bivd than this . plump fiide bodies on tiny twinkling feet,, "
Belcher, AL 1914 The Birds of the Disticr of Geelong, Austratia. W1 Gulliths. Geelong (pg 83).

lotroduciion
I am currently underlaking o PhiD on Hooded Plovers Thinomis rubricoliis at the Department of Zoology.
University of Melbourne. My project is basically one of conservation biology.

There are two ways in which VWSG mambers can hetp this rescarch project:
4 By clicckang all Mooded Plovers encountered (or colour-bands and reporting these findings.
# ! By reporting ali records of Hooded Plovers away from open occan beaches,

1.1 Colowr-banding

Hoodies arc being colour-banded m Vicloria in order to learn more aboud theiv movements and their ceology,
In fact, we have now banded over 60 Hoodies in Victoria, Sightings of coteur-banded birds are crucial to the
success of the project, which seeks Lo gather information that will be cssential Tor the conscrvation of the
specics. All sightings of colour-banded Hooded Plovers should be reported immediately.

1.2 Preliminary Reswplts

Prelimninary results (highlights) include the recovery of a Hoodie bauded as an aduil in 1982 (by theVWSG at
Lake Vietoria), This bird is the oidest Hoeded Plover known (ABBBS pors. comm.) and 1 had moved about
one kilometre in 13 years! Other recoveries have shown that iuvcnilcs are prepared Lo move a bil [urther. and
A mwaber have crossed 7he Rip, at the mouth of Port Phillip Bay. The most recent recovery bas shown that
some acults arc willing and able o move about as welll Every colour-band stghting is another picce of the
Jigsaw!

2 Records Away From Open Ocean Beaches
Thave also been compiling records of Hooded Plovers away {rom open ocean beaches (e.g. up ciocks and rivers,
in inlets ate). Both recent and histerieal records arc of miercst. Please send details such as date, location.
aumber, weather conditions ¢(¢. te Michact Weston at e address given below,

¥our heip is desperately needed and much appreciaied. Please help the Hoodies,

Mike Wesion



Colour-banded H

Y

poted Plovers

Faformation required
Information that should be recorded and reported includes:

O
(2)
(3)
(1)
3)
(6}

—~

Date

Time

Location (as exact as possible)

Sequence of colour-bands (which jeg and whether each colour s on top or underncath)
How many Hooded Plovers the colour-banded bivd is with (e.g with 1,23 birds)
Any other information {¢.g. age)

In other words, report sightings as you would for Pied Oystercatehers!

Example:

On 2380995, e 14:00, 1 seve a colowr-banded Fooded Plover (Left leg.- black over
meial, Right leg: Blie over black). The bird was with one other H(J()d(’c// lover
which was not banded, and both appeared (o be adults. These birds were 20 meires
west of the SW exit to the beach at Point Lonsdade, Victoria (ie. last exit west alog
Beach Road). My name is Jack Bander and Flive at 12 Plover Way, Charadriville,
3136, You-can photic me onX X GXXYX-XXX

Colours wsed

Colours used in this study are:
(1} Red

(2) Dark RBlue

(3} Yellow

(4} Light Green

(5) Orange

(6) Black

(7y White

(8) Mauve

Band configuration

Each bird has one metal band, and three colour-bands. On one leg there is a single
colour-band above a metat band. On the other leg there are two colour bands, these
are either the same or different colours.

Contact informafion
Please send reports of all sightings to Michael Weston by 'phone on 03 2870-1586
(E‘il“[ hOUIS Or a message on an answering mdghmc) or 03 O’JM 4”5;4 1 03 980?"

™ MR ke RARE YT AR BRAGy AAARAR A M S L L a s

"le;sc 1 save mll comad d(‘t'uis mulufimg postal address and phone numbers, Thanlk
YOIl
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VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP INC.

Financial Statement from 15t August 1994 to 30th June 1995

INCOME $
Subscriptions

Sale of bulletins
Donations:

Esso

Other

Trading Table

AGM Excess

Sale of leg flags (DCNR)
Sate of net to Northern
Territory Quarantine
Service

Bank Deposit Error
Term Deposit:

Refund of tax

Interest on Advantage
Saver Account

Interest on Term Depaosit

SUB-TOTAL

Cash & Cheques in hand
at 31/07/1994

Cash in Bank at
31/07/1994

Term Deposit at
31/07/1994

SUB-TOTAL

TOTAL

Rosemary Davidson
Hon. Treasurer

EXPENDITURE

1365.00 (947.50) Printing Bulletin

7.00

2500.00
5.00
45.20
150.00
28.40

3485.00
5.00

29.50

(27.00)

(49.20)

19.76 (25-13)

75.10

7714.96

34.86

44992

2000.00

2484.78

10199.74

(65-44)

Page 40

Postage

Stationery & Photocopying
Publications

Telephone Calls and Faxes
Cards & Gifts
Reimbursement of Sub.
Bank charges &
Government fees

* Equipment including
Trailer Reg., leg blanks,
batteries, choc. blocks,
plasticine, glue, shackles,
trailer whee! bearings,
grease, repairs to stools,
cable, multimeter, cord,
petrol, puncture repair.
Colour bands & orange
darvic sheets

Batance

Firing Boxes

Cannons, projectiles &
cartridges

Keeping cage materials
Cable winder

Safety fuses

Netting & ropes
Shadecloth

SUB-TOTAL

Cash & Cheques in hand at
30/06/1995

Cash in Bank at
30/06/1995

Term Deposit at
30/06/1995

Less unpresented cheques
SUB-TOTAL
TOTAL

* Further Details of
Equipment on Page 41,

710.00 (514.00)
109.45 (189.10)
64.35 (4.20)
32.70
46.61
30.00
15.00

32.23 (25.03)

711.15
251.43
96.10
536.45
963.00
206.80
12.40
430.00
1325.95
299.50

5923.12

4,56

3533.66

207510
1336.70
4276.62

10199.74



EQUIPMENT DETAILS OVERALL

Total Cost of Equipment including repsaivs for
Period 01/08/1994 1030/08/1005

Materials foir Northern Territory net

Eguipment & Repairs for VWESGE

DETAILS OF COST OF NET FOR N.T. QUARANTINE SERVICGE

Harglware:

cannons, projectiles, carfridges
Netling:

rope, ruhber eto.

Elecirics:

firing box, circuit tester,cable & winder
Materials for 4 keeping cages
Ancillary Equipment:

covering material, safety fuses

Sub-total

Labour:

Ro2]

488278
3113.20

1769.58

9437.00
954.00

507 40
206.80

508.00

3113.20

making up riets, 4 keeping cages, cable winder371.80

Sub-oial

Total Cost of NUT. Net

371.80

348500

B

£508.88



DON JLEANS

Those of us who were priveleged 1o fake part i the canly expeditions 1o North West
Avsstrabi, particularly the Divst exploration when we knew not \,vhﬂt Lo expoet, will

[

have particularly Tond moemones of Don Jeans, Flying over hupe distimees suoa fipht

areralt to tind remote
difticult wenther calied
high skalls i:mi;h as o pilot

aunvigator e ook

o0, fo Lake Callaboana,
Lake Byre and Atlassing
L the NMotthers Torirory and
snabled  numerous  other
geoups (o reaclt out of the

way birding arcas all over

Australia. In d(.:-mg.{ ihif; hie
gatned many
solid knowledge of bush birds Fe savec Anona Plalas statton aerall by Hying
lid knowledge of bush birds. Fe saved the Anna Plalis station (ll’lJHAi\'
it fire when the station manager and all t
away tooking after the stock A fine pilot, keen bird photographer and good
fooking after the sl A\ fine pilot rd photographer and good
companton. Don Jeans died fast May.

3
H
I

ho hands werg many miles
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