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SUMMARY OF VIWSG ACTIVITIES IN 1993

1993 was a vecord year for the Victorian Wader Studies Group with 11,419 waders caught
(previous highest total was 10,716 in 1988). This was achieved via a good range of catches
throughout the year (in spiie of the absence of key people at tirnes) but was particularly the result
of some large catches of Red necked Stints and Curlew Sandpipers early and late in the year
{2563 at Inverloch 20 November, 1986 at Yallock Creek on 13 February and 1422 at Werribes
S ¥ on 29 December}, The last of these catches was made with a tean of only eight people (afier
the two previous days , when large teams were present, had been thwarted by gale force winds)
- but in perfect, cool, calm, dull weather conditions everihing went extremely smoothly with the
last bird being released within the required four hours of catching time,

Peak species were Red necked Stint (8098) and Curlew Sandpiper (2256 ) but useful totals of
other species included 195 Sanderling, 77 Easiern Curlew, 62 Rednecked Avocet, 62 Greenshank,
43 Japanese Snipe and 18 Whimbrel. 16¢ of the Sanderling were banded in South Australia,
Birdwaichers in Millicent had reported a number of our orange flagged Sanderling in large flocks
( up to 600) in Canunda National Park and invited the Group t¢ come and catch them - one of
our most enjoyable fieldwork activities of the year.

Pied Oystercatchers (168) were another good 1993 total but Scoty Oystercatchers (14) were
below the last two years. A Pectoral Sandpiper was the first for the Group and a Little Stint was
the second. Altogether the Group has now banded over 100,000 waders since activities
commenced in late 1975 (particularly active since late 1978).

Recaptures of previously banded birds (2588) formed 23% of the year's catch and provided
invaluable data for future survival/mortality rate calculations . In many species we now have
individuals which have survived for 10-12 years. But it 15 particularly pleasing that we recaptured
one Red necked Stint which was a mimimumof 16,5 years old and several Red necked Stints and
Curlew Sandpipers over 15 years old. We used to think a 10 year clapsed time to recapture was
pretty marvelious!

One of the most exciting aspects of bird banding, particularly of long distance migratory birds, is
the crop of recoveries which trickles in over future years. These enable a picture to gradually be
built up of migratory routes and key stopover locations, as well as specific breeding areas. Fach
vear has its pleasant surprises and highlights, and the last twelve months (rccoveries are mctuded
in the VWS Bulletin on an up to date basis, not on calendar year results as for banding) have
been no exception, The Curlew Sandpiper recoveries were especially interesting with reports
involving six different countries and including capture by the VWS of birds banded in Russia
and in Thailand (both firsts). Detailed explanstory comments are included below the listed
recoveries for each species.

The colour leg flagging programme (orange=banded in Victoria) has continued to produce
excellent results, greatly enhaneing the rate of data generation on wader movements. All sightings
reported since the last Bulletin are listed. A highlight was the sighting of five different species of
wader {from Victoria, as well as several from N.W. Australia, m Hong Kong on the northward
migration in March/April 1994, The inirepid bird watchers/leg flag spotters there and in New
Zealand are particularly thavked for their major contributions to our knowledge as a result of their



diligent searching and reporting.  Perbaps the most pleasing result of all was the sighting of two
orange fagged waders {a Cutlew Sandpiper and 8 Sanderling) on their breeding grounds in Arctic
Siberia in July 1954 by wembers of the Tundra Ecology '94 Expedition. Two VW35G members
(Clive Minton and Danay Rogers) were on this largest ever expedition to the Russian Arctic {and
the flist to traverse its whole 7000 km length since 1878), whilst another member (Mike Weston)

was on a separale expedition to a similar area.

Tern studies weare continued suceessfully during the past year, especiaily the Crested Tern chick
banding and adult Little Tern/Common Tern catching, A particularly exciting vesult was the
recapture of & Little Tern a1 a breeding colony in Japan. Plumage and moult data have long led
us to befleve that many of the birds in Victoria in summer are visitors from the Northern
Herisphers, and now welve proved it. This partieular bird had been caught threc times and ssen
(ieg flags) & further tine over o four year period before ultimately being found in Japan in June
1994,

It is customgry to conciude this iatroduction to the VWS Bulletin with appropriate
acknowledgements., We are grateful to too many people and organisations to single out for
individual mention. Can we therefore thank everyone collectively who has assisted the VWSG in
any way in the past year - by granting permission for us to operate on their property, by carrying
out a wide range of taske, and by facilitating and participating in the fleldwork programime? Many
thanks to all,

Clive Minton



RECOVERIES OF BANDED BIRDS

Listed below ass all recoveties reported subsequent to those included in the last VWSE Bulletin - (Number

17, December 1993).
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Pullus (nestling or chick)

First year bivd (including juvewle)

Second year bird
At least two years old but may be older (adult)

Age

b

2+

Date of

banding

301081

301081

220750

140692

080380

O60RE9

(60289

Banding leeniien

Ocean Grange
Gippsland Lakes
(Allan Burbidge)
Ooean Grdug“
Gippsiand Lokes
(Allan Busbidge)

Rhyll

Werribee

Barry Beach

Barry Beach

Reecaught

080593

160193

40793

240993

171093

00194

*270494

Reeapture location
off Manns Beach

Corner Inlct

Cueenscl ity

Parkins Island,
Tasimania

Canunda N.P. South
Australia

Mud Taland (1Dead)

Boetany Bay, N.S.W.

Lakes Fatrance

colour banded birds were reported direct to VWEG and will be reported wnd analysed later,

Many other sightings

Distance
moved
135km

272%km W

268km S

440lamn W

30km S5E

67 3km
NE

169km
NE

of

“The dbove collcetion of recovery reports indicate some mice movements and 1ife durations. The recovery near
Sydney is the longsst movement vet for en Australian- banded Pied Oystercateher and our fivst to New South

Wales. Ti was sccn by Phil Straw, the organiser of the N

Tasmania and South Australie have been reported in earlier years.

5. W, Wader Study Group., Movements to northern

10082665 had survivad for 13.5 years and 100-82506 and 100-82507 (both from the same brood) were sll
There have also been a nuraber of live recaptures by the Group of similac

coing strong after ovor 11 year

abcd birds, Pied Oy'xtcmat(,hem seem to be a partioudarly long lived wader.



Eouty Qysiereateher

Band Age Dateof Banding location  Beeauglt  Heeapiure location  Distauce
bhangding moved
100-80365 P 010180 Seal Rocks, Phillip 171293 Swan Island, 49%km
Istand (Hob Queensclifi NW
Warncke)

This ig an especially interesting vecord, Wihken recaptured it wos paired to a Pied Oystercatcher and had a nesi
with egas (it v aot known if young were hatched). A "mixed pair® has beon presant st the saroe location for
the previoss 2-3 years, This same bivd spent much of the mid-1980%s ot Long Island, Hastings, where it was

captured several times in a flock of Pied Oystercatohers. [t was almost 14 years old when captured this time.

A mixed Pied/Sooty pair has also been preasent at Mud Island for at least ten yesrs. Again itis not known if
breeding has been successful. However sorne Pled Oystercatehers handled for banding have boen founsd to
have more black on the rump than noraal aad it is therefore possible that some successful hybridisation has
occurred,

Double-banded Plover

Band Age  Dale of Sandlng levation  Beepught Reospiure ooadlon  THsiance
banding maved
04131476 2+ 090887 Yallock Creek 061191 Ohat River, Baw 2164km

Eob

0d41-18172 1 200788 Queenseliff 081293 Tekapo River, Wew
Zenland

These ate further recaptures, at the nest, of long-lived Donble-banded Plovers (sge Dee, 1992 VWSG
Bulietin for six other similar recoveries),

Ruddy Tarnsione

Band Ape  Daigof Bandiog location  Recaught  Recapture neation  Distance
banding woved
041-42827 2+ 190391 off Manns Beach, 001191 *Lod, Manus, Papue  4038km
Corner {niet Mew Gulinea N
05142001 2+ 181190 Queenscliff 051293 Cueensciiff (Dead) Skm 2

Found injured and later died

The recovery in Papua New Guinea ks our fiest for any species and fhe first for Austealian for Tuenstone. T was
presumebly "staging" there on its way back to Queenscliff from its Siberian breading grounds.

The "local” recovery is unusual in thal we rarely recetve reports of dead birds In Vietoria. This wos in fact one
of only twer such reports for any specics of migratory wadec in the past year

4



Red Kot

Band Age  Dateof Banding location  RBecaupht  Recapture jocation  Distanes

banding moved .
051-15378 | OR1186 Quesnseliff 000791 Chkatov Island, 1041 2km
Rassia, (Killed), N
55°22'N 141" 13
05115420 2+ 210287 Quecnselifl 070393 Kaipara Harbour, 2624k
MNew Zealsnd B

051-59681 1 040792 Stockyard Point 181293 Miranda, Fith of 2c0%km
Thames, M, 7. E

Recoveries In Russia are rare, and cusmrently even more rarely reported, so 031-15378 was particularly
pleasing. It was presumably on seutward migration down the Pacific coast of Russia when found,

The above bist contains two more birds to add (o the imprassive list of recoveries of VWSG barcled Red Knot
made by the Mew Zealond Wader Study Group. They are waiting for us to return the compliment but
unforiunately our Knot catching efforts have not been very successful in tecent years,

The movement pastern is complex, as again illustisted by these two resoveries. One involved and aduli bird
which "summered” at Queenscliff in 1986/87 but in New Zenland six years later. The other was o bird which

spent its first winter in Australia but ater twmed up as 2.5 years old summering in Mew Zealand,

Cuorlew Sandpiper

Band Age  Daieof Bandiog location  Recaupbt  Recapture location  Distanse
Banding moved

041.60689 2 110891 Stockyard Point 116592 Lake Modewaste 127km W
(Dead)

041-08328 24+ 020193 Yallock Cresk 210593 Yang-Jizo-guo, 8809k
Shandeng, China NNW
{(Killed)

G41-47739 1 200589 Stockyard Point 280893 Keheyea River, Hsin -~ 7477km
Chu, Tabwau NMNW

4146835 ] 041288 Werribee 120993 Ujung Watu, Java 4863%m
Island, Indonesia NW

Moskwa 1 2608920 Tryokhozerks, 061193 Werribes 11,359k

XD Khakassia, Russis m SE

034615 S56°15N 9130

Malaysia i 280885 Pattand, sowth 020194 The Gindies, 6794kim

M20135 Theailamnd Western Port SE

041-82923 2+ 291293 Werribee 230494 Mai Po, 7447km
Houng Kong NW

041.59524 2+ 041090 Yalloek Creek 130994 Brome, W.A. 3140km

NW

L



Anoiber excellent crop of Curlew Sandpiper recoveries. The capture of our first Russian banded wader was
espectally exciling, The banding location was particularly fat west (S1° ¢ sompared 1o Melbowrnes at 14471
and is farther evidence that many Curlew Sandpipers take a much more westerly route o their southward
retuen migration, '

The recovenies in Tajwan and Indouesia alse refer to birds on southward migration, The majority of pravioos
recoveries have been of birds on northward migration so & s paniodarly valuable o have these further

TECOVEries,

Red-neched Stiut

Haud Apge et of Bonding loeation  Hecanphi  Hecaptars loewtion  Dhiance
banding soved

034-33664 24+ 020193 Stockyacd Point 300494 Beocme, WA, 3150km
NW

034-55063 2+ 131292 Yallock Creek 060994 Broome, W.A 3140km
' NW

Some Red-necked Stints pass through NW Australia in Apribon their norlbward migration (see colonr flag
rapart) Hut mere do so on southward migration in Avgust/September,

Mo Red-necked $tint recoveries wers reported during the yest via the bandiang office. This was In spite of it
being the most banded species studied by the VWSG (56,014 ot of 102,551 birds saught to December 1993).
T the previous year four overseas recoveries were reported but the year before was alse a blank, The lower
recovery rate compared with, for example, the Curlew Sandpiper will in pard be due o the smualler size of the
Red-necked Stiat (and fis hand). Theve is no evidease s0 fr that the rowies used on migration ke birds
threugh plases where recoveries sre less likely.

Sunderling

Band Age  Vateof Huonding locatiop  Recaught  Reoaplure iseativn  Distanes
banding wmoved
041-60451 2+ 020391 Killarney Beach, 281193 Conunda Beach 205km

04160457 2+ 020391 Port Fairy Mational Pasle, 5.4, WNW
04160472 11 020391

These recoveriss n the same caich at Canunda Beach confirm the extensive coastal movements of this
species i SE Auvstralia indicated by leg-flag sightings (see previous VWEG Bulletins).



Little Wern

Band Age Dateof Banding focation  Recanght  Hecaptore location  Dlvisnce
banding moved
41-59331 2+ 140190 Spertowhale Head, 090391 Spermwhals Fead, Okm
- Lakes N.P. Lakes NP,
290194 OCeean Grange,
Lakes NP,
150394 Ouesn Grange,
Lakes N.P.(Bzen)
260694 Ngashima, Skizucka, 8134km
Fapan 34°8' N

137%487

This exciting recovery s the fvst reporied of an Australian banded Little Torn overseas. It proves the long
held view (based on plumage sud moult date) that many of the Little Terns present in flogks around the
Yigtonian coast in summer are visitors frem the Northern Hemmsphere, This particular bird had been recorded
in three diffevent sununers in the Gippsland Takes. [t was st netted close to a breeding colony in Japan.

Band Age Daie of Banding loctlon Hecaught  Recapture loeation  Distance
handing moved
041-60448 2+ 090391 Spermwhale Head, 101293 to Forster, N.SJW. Tidkm
Lakes NP, 150294 (Seen) NE
041-47419 24 050389 Spermwhale Fead, 061193 w0 Forsier, N.5.W. T7dkm
Takes N.I% 080294 (Seen) NE

04160448 was recognised by is colowr leg Dags (mY/LgBi) and was nesting al Forster. 1t is not clear
wheiber # was originally banded as a wandering bird fromn New South Wales or whether it was o bird from
the Lakes Entrance/Gippsdand population which tad ¢hanged its breeding locality, It is the second Litile Teru
movernent between these sites (see VWSG Bulletin Number 17, December 1993, p9). This earlier bivd (041~
A7419) was also present again at Forster from November 6, 1993 to February &, 1594, Tt was paired but not

seen al a nest.
Uyeyted Tern .

Recoveries of chicks banded at Mud Island, Por Phillip Bay

Band Age  Toaieof Btaing fhate of Raoepvery tovation Bistnnee
banding FeLOVery woved
O71-058%5 P 121286 Captured 080993 Gabo Island 460k B
071-84119 P 171288 Dead 110893 Cascovery Fay 304k W
O71-55620 P 171288 Dead 060394 Maud Island Locsl
O71-97240 P 161289 Dead 051293 Flinders Sdkan BE
072-04640 P 161289 Dead 200394 Blanket Bay {1 9km 5W
072-15443 P 151290 Dead 100194 BenBoyd NP, N.S.W.  46%m ENE
072-16307 P 141291 Dead 000493 Eroerald Beach NSW. 1187k NE
072-16077 P 141291 Dead 270993 Portland 288km W
072-23844 P 191292 Dead 040593 Reof Is, Western Port 40km 8B
072.23880 P 191292 Dead 160693 Croajingalong NP, 335km ENE
072-2358c P 191292 Dead 160693 Crogjingalong N.P. 335km ENE



072-27084 P 191292 Dy 210693 Wit Eliza 3Tk EENE
072-23644 P 191292 Traad 210693 Sotrrento Tkin
072-27312 P 191292 Deact 260893 Yarrs Moulh A%k NNE
072-23548 P 191292 Diying 091093 Chelsea AQkm NE
07226880 ¥ 151292 Dead 091193 Adreys Tnlet Gk WEW
07226940 P 191292 - Dend 301193 Sandringham 41k NE
072-24164 P 191292 Dead 030894 Mormingion 25km E
072-27930 P 181293 Dead 020394 Phillip Istand 42km 3K
072-27766 P 181293 Dead 130394 Sandringhasn Alom NI
07227908 P 181253 Dead 1803594 Somers 39k BHE
072-36236 P 181293 Tead 120494 Lake Arragan, NS W, 1253km N
072-36561 P 181293 Txing 040494 St Klilda A8km MNE
072-36001 P 181292 Dead 210494 Sendringbiam 4 lkm NE
072-3686% P 181293 Dead 250594 Sandringham A llan NE
072-36460 P 181293 Dead 290594 it Flliza 2%%0n BNE
072-36722  F 181293 Dead 310594 Lake Vietoria 200%m i
072-30842 P 181293 Dead 090694 Kangsroo Island 3.4, TGk WW
072277151 P 121293 Deadt 1306454 Merae Beach 18k E5H

This further batch of recoveries of Crested Terns from the Mud Tsland colony generally conforimns to the patiero
ortlined in the prefiminary anakysis of resoveries detailed in (e VWSS Buolletin Nwicbar 16, July 1992, [tis
pleasing that we are now peiting a triekle of recoveries of ofder birds Gmodtality is high in the Brsl year, but low
thereafter) which will in due conrse enable survival rates to be caleulated. |

The first bird on the list is our oldest recovery to date (ondy 7 years) but is still a leng way from the 204 yeasr

old birds we have ocuasionally seen or recaphued fom South Avstralian colonjes.

Note also three birds which have moved westwards (ong over 700km) i cantrast io the normal easterly
movaments srouned the Vietorian coast and info Mew South Wales, The bivd at Lake Arragan in notthern Mew
South Wales hac moved a signilicent distance (1,254kr in a divect line but Bntaer via fhe cosst) within about
thres months of fledging,

Qther regovenes/controls relating fo VWSG

Eand Age  Dnte of RBanding loeation  Recanght  Recaptuve location . Bisiance
banding : sapved

07130733 P 111276 Stoneywell leland, 180293 Beawmaris (Seen) S41km
S.A. ESE

071-51206 1+ 250284 Queetiselifl 281293 Edithburgh, 5.A. 70 Lk
WINW

These birds are both likely 1o have been on migration from South Australia when resovded i Victoria,
Note that the first bird was 16 ysars old,

Clive Minden.



WADER BANDING TO

NEW
Pied Oystercatcher 109

Sooty Oystercatcher 12

Masked Lapwing 3
Mongolian Plover 5
Double-banded Flover 36
Large Sand Plover 3

Red-capped Plover 14
Red-necked Avocet 61

Zuddy Turnsione 32
Hastern Curlew 05
¥Whimbral 18
Gresushank 40
Teorek Sandpiper 3
Japanese Soipe 42
Bar-ailed Godwit 64
Red Knot o
Grewt oot %
Sharp-tailed Sandpiperi42
Pecioral Sandpiper 1

Little Stint 1
Bed-necked Stint 5974
Curlew Bandpiper 1913
Sanderling 192
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ANNUAL WADTR BANDING TOTA
NEW

CALENBAR YEAR
1975
1976
1977
(578
1979
1980
1951
1987
1983
1984
1985

1936

1999
1991
1992
1293

Totat cateles in
Victoria fo end 1993

Average annual votal for 1979 10 1993 periad of 6573,

Werribes

Westerrort
Cueonsclifl/Pt Lonsdale
Anderson Inlet (fnverloch)
Corner ulet

Altona

Kittarney Beach
Canunda (SA)

Beondige (Bewage Farm)
Seaford Swamp
Braeside/Croydon

Mud Island

Cleelong (Poi Hanry
Beaspray (Lake Resve
Toowoiy

3714

2875

5437

4094

3724

4632

8831

REIOL

LOCATION OF WAD!

A BRY VWEG TN VIC
RETRAP TOVAL
4 620
2 494
4 1338
425 ey
1206 Fany
869 5430
796 4570
623 3503
1045 5317
1058 5124
2057 9201
1559 6909
2687 10716
1584 1021
1950 Gad
850 4074
761 5513
7588 11419
THZES 02581

CTORIA

RS CAUGHT IN VICTORIA

To Doc 1992

3799
20093
15743
Aty
G845
937
a0y

143
28
1%
35
23

13
140

91132

Totals inelds 82,266 newly banled birds and 20,285 yeiraps of 33 gpecics,

19973

3418
38035
&7
2587
704
7

I

101

47

11419

TOTAL

4iulT
24798
7422
9734
7350
D44

425
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YICTORIAN 'WA DR ATCHELS
1975 TO 31 DECEM »J;TR 1993

MEW RETRAF  TOTAL

Pied Ovstercatcher 954 361 1315
Sooty Oystercatcher 196 20 216
Masked Lapwing 130 3 133
Girey Plover 73 O 79
Lesser Golden Plover 160 21 211
Red-kneed Dotterel 133 1 i44
Hoodsd Plover i5 1 i6
Mongolian Plover 36 3) 92
Double-banded Plover 2989 954 3943
Large Sand Plover 19 i 26
Red-capped Plover 52% 174 T2
Biack-fronted Plover 52 4 56
Black-wingad Stiif iB - 18
Red-necked Avoces 235 2 237
Ruddy Turnstone 534 146 678
Faztern Curlew 376 20 394
Whimbiel 19 - jo
Grey-tatled Tattler 33 i 34
Crsenshank 173 50 223
Terek Sandpipar % H 30
Latham's Snipe 103 1 110
Bar-iailed Godwit 1192 &4 1256
Red Enot 1638 129 1767
Great Koot 314 32 346
Cox's Sandpiper 1 - 1
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 4307 158 4465
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 - i
Litile Stint ; - 3
Red-necked Stini 51063 14951 66014
Long-toed Stint 1 1
Curlew Sandpiper 16436 3165 19601
Sanderling 420 3 473
Broed-billed Sandpiper 1 1
32 Bpecies 82266 20285 102551

In addition, the Group has been involved (o handling a further 41,953 waders during joint
op@m’rioris with local groups in other States. If these are included, the YWSG has now been
involved in the mﬁrhm of 144, 504 waders,

11
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includes mesasuring wing length, bill lengfh andier tolal head length (as appropriate) ard welcht; aiss recorting &
23 besn gatherad on some b v processed. 1ns table below is used o plan §

rably on af fsast 50 brds! dela for esch

.

4 F A & o A 5 o M I TOTAL

83 G4 187 218 252 237 128 45 3G 38 a2 20 137

3 - 45 27 82 25 A2 14 - i - - 218

£ 8 77 - - 13 - . - 2 15 11 1532

1 G4 A 3 - z - - & 35 1Y - 78

21 27 35 i - - - - - 28 47 29 123

- il - 20 - &4 i1 i8 1z g2 22 - 143

48 1 12 7 3 z z - ~ - B - 88

- Z 144 257 755 788 S 8532 H - - - 3802

1L - 3 - - i - - - 1 - 20

Hea-cappad 23 75 55 ii4 203 FE 8% 14 g 1 11 ) 664
Black-dromisd . 7 - - 11 i8 3 ] 2 - & 7 52
Black-wingsd - 8 - - . - - - - 4 2 g 12
Red-nacked 33 - - - - - 57 2 45 45 36 238
Ruddy Turnsions 17 18 133 27 d 7 - 1 i2 7 402 53 578
Casiern Suilew i3 27 1 - 2z 15 - 43 35 &a 23 & 298
Whimbrel - - 18 - - 1 - - - 2 - - 19
Groy-ialied Tattier 28 - - 3 - 3 - - - - - - 34
k; - 126 - - - - - - - 82 2% 224

i3 z - 1 Z - - i - 4 i bl 31

ag 44 - - - - - - - 4 24 Z2 41

134 & 308 14 - 157 18 - &3 197 287 1250

184 58 131 24 2 44 k=Y 7 78 435 282 175 1704

a8 1 - - & - - 48 54 4G 128 347

1084 803 2 - - - o 512 335 277 1173 4118

- - - - - - - - - - i - 1

i - ~ - - - - - - 3 4 3

1515 828 L4587 1871 507 427 587 337 453 1327 2458 2636 17782

- - . - - . - . - - - i

e75 877 1135 44 222 48 215 405 i7e 873 353 508 8318

11 - 242 - - . - - - 3 5 181 421

2 -

40457

caugti when the YWEG visited other Siates ware aiso processed including 1327 birg {
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Foiry Tern

Fairy Terns had their best ever year for breedhng in Covner Triet, After unsuceessiul (dug io the
usual storm tide fooding) attersts by 18 pairs on the west end of Box Bank in December and 20
pairs on the west end of Clonmel in early January a large colony was established on an excellent
site ai the 2ast end of Dream Island (Mcl.oughlin's Entrance) in mid-January. It was situated on
high ground and with good protection from wind blown sand. An estimated 70 pairs nested and
at least 50 chivks were thought to have been reared (per Susan Taylor, DCNR Yarram)

5

Fairy Tern also nested for the second consecutive year al Rams Island, S.E. French Ysland,
Fortyfive nests with eggs and some newly haiched young were present on 12th Diecernber but
these probably all failed as there were no birds present on 315t December, Strong winds and storm
tides may have been parily respounsible but it is possible that a predator was also invelved as
broken eggshells were found in nests above the high tide mark, No Fairy Tern chicks were banded
during the year.

Lakes Nationn! Pork

Cannon petting of roosting Litiie and Common Terns again took place over the last weekend in
Jarary (29-30 January 1994). This year the main voosi was on Albifrons {sland, opposite Ocean
CGrange, rather than on Point Wilson because of higher than normal water levels, Four catches

were made totalling 132 birds, as detatled below,

New Retrap Toisl

Little Tern 58 15 73
LCommon Term 47 12 59

10527 12

All birds were pgain leg Hagged, the Litie Torns with individual combinations and the Common

<. )
¥

Ueras with a single orange flag. Soree of the retraps dated back as far as 1989,

Clive Minton



Tern Banding in 1993-1994 Summer

The VWSG programme of tern studies has continuad with the main coraponents again being:-

ay Banding of tern chicks (especially Crested Terns) at colonies in Port Phillip Bay and Comer
Inlet.

by Cannon netting of adult terns (mainly Coramon and Little Terns) at roosts in the Gippsland
Lakes.

Crested Tern

The colony at Mud Tsland, Port Phillip Bay, continued to prosper with an estimated 1800 pairs (a
~]1ght increase on the previcus summery. 1383 chicks were banded during a visit on 18th

[Secember and a further 390 nests still had unhatched eggs. Further maintenance work ~ clearing
of newly grown saltbushes - was undertaken in late August 1994 to ensure there was adequate
nesting space for the next breeding season,

The colony at Corner Inlet - on the west end of Box Bank {2 new site) - fared less well due to

some osses of eges and yfmno in oceasional storm tides in December, There were an estimated
356 pairs on 12th Decetnber {145 chicks banded, 211 nosts with eggs). A further 130 chicks were
banded on Sth January, and some ﬂcnimi banded chicks were xoc'\mured but numbers were less
than would be expected if the 90%+ "egg o fladged chick” rate of Mud Isand had applied.

However it was nevertheless pleasing that the Crested Terns did return to breed after their
apparent absence during the pravious summer.

Banded aduli Crested Terns are often observed ai nests and it has slways been presumed that
these were banded as chicks at the colonigs, During December 1993 chick banding sessions the
opportunity was taken to cateh some of these birds by hand. Seven of ihe eight caught had indeed
been banded as chicks but interestingly none was less than five years old. This iz a small sample
but, given the constant annual bandlng effort at 'the main site at Mud Island, it doss suggest that
the onzet of breeding may be delayed uniil & greater age than previously envisaged. Attempts will
be made to recapture more banded adulis at cmomm in the future,

Cospion Tern

Only one chick was banded at Mud [sland and only 11 pairs were estimated to be nesting at ihe
time of the visit on 18th Trecember. %omo failed breeders conld possibly have already deparied.
fut overall the colony seems 1o be declining and '}rperlencmw poor breeding productivity. Silver
Gl pl‘f:)d'lﬁofl is clearly a problem for this species and although this has been present for many
years at Mud Island it is possible that the increased numbers of human visitors walking along the
shore past ‘thc celony are leading to more predation opporiunities.

Caspian Terns again nesied at the west end of Clonmel Island, Corner Inlet, with 56 pairs present
(including 37 nests with sggs, 10 with small young and 9 larger chicks banded) on 12th December.
However the colony was on very low hummocks and must bave largely been washed out by storm
tides later in the mongh ag only 11 chicks (and no nests) wers present on 5th January (7 more
chicks banded),

A sh'xgrl'* pair of Caspian Terns nested on the west end of Box Bank in December and had a small
chick in garly Jclﬂl,!ill“}/ in previous years a lone pair has often nested on New Island - one wonders
Il this was the same palt, now moved dus to the g graduai erosion and lowering of New Island,

1
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THE ADVENTURES OF TWO HONORARY RUBSBIANS IN SIBERIA
Pranny Rogers

In the aretic swmmer of 1994, the Swedish Polar Research Instituie and the Russian Academy of
sciences mountad the largest scientific expedition ever to the Russian Asrctic - Tundra Ecology '94.
With Swedish funding, Nomegian chefs and the Russian Antarctic Suppty Ship dkademil Fedorov,
the expedition traversed the complete length of ihe Russian Arctic - the first time this has been done
by nonmilitary foreigners since the explorations of Nordenkjold in the Vega in 1878, 60-70 scientists,

half from Sweden and half from Russia, were present on each of the three legs of the expedition.
Asnong the Russians of the first leg were two very lucky Australians - Clive Minton and Danny Rogers.

The scientists were a diverse crowd, including botanists, entomologists, geneticists, hydrologists,
ichthyologists, mammalogists and meteorologists; about a third were oraithologists. Some worked
frova the Akademile Fedoroy but most had land-based projects. About 18 siudy-sites were visited, with
two large MI 8 helicopiers transporiing scientists to field camps (there were usually four separate
camps, 3-20 ki apast) for stays of 14 days. Clive and I assisted with a variety of projects, but were
narticulary involved in nest~-finding/recording and banding {(especially waders). Simple bird-watching
also had high priority, for most of the sites were not well-known oraithologically and some had never
been visited by ornithelogists before.

Travelliog North

Two and 2 hall weeks after leaving Melbourne, having boarded the ship in 5t Petersbusg, picked up
the Swedes in Goteborg and sailed round the coast of Norway, Clive and I were ¢n the tundra of Xola
Peninsula, lecaming how 1o find wader nests. We found this tricky at first, especially as nany of the
waslers present had not started 1o nest, being inssperienced, we often wasted time looking for the nests
of birds which turned out (o be pre-breeders. In tiime, we learned some of the tricks of the trade for
example, small waders (like phalaropes and Dunling) approaching their nesis walk with a distinctive
busy gait, interspersed by pauses in which they pretend to feed or preen and take furtive looks behind.
Large waders tend to be more wary and sneaky. (-‘rr-i:y Plovers may give alarm calls and take off when
you are still half a kilometre away from the nest - but with & careful scan of the barest ground near the
calling bird it is often possible to detect the white eyebrow of a second bird siiting on a nest.

Tundra is awlowvard stuff to walk through - it is very uneven and usually wet, often with **fiisping, ankle-
deep {or deepet) mud or sphagnu wmoss above 4 & hppm y permaltost layer. Nevertheless, it is in the
interesis of a keen nest-finder to cover a lot of ground, as some nests will probably be located by
chanee. i also helps to forget your nest-trap and bird-bands, a ploy which worked when we first
gncountered the nest of 2 Burasian Gokden Plover, The TV crew (ves, there was one of those on the
ship too) caught 1ip with us as we admired the beautiful eggs - as Is typical of all Arctic waders, there

e four in the clutch, each very large in rr-\'iatiou to the gize of the adult feinale. T was filmed as |
Lawmtiv measured and weighed the eggs, and the camers was still going as 1 perforaed the water test -
placing each of the eggs into a cup of water and recording the way i which they floated or sank (this
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gives an accurate indication of when faying occurred). Having done this, T tossed the water away,
unfortunately forgeiting to remove the final egg from the cup. "Cutl” 1 shouted as { dived for the
bouncing egg - but 1t was too late, the TV crew were patiing thelr camera and murmuring something
appreciative about ratings. At least the egg turned out to be undamaged.

The tundra changed as we headed eagt, from the willow scrubs of Kola Peninsula o the polar deserts
of the Taymir Peninsula. Yet time appeared to stand still, for we were slso heading north, at about
the same speed as the spring thaw. At almost every site we visited in June, there were some waders
nesting and a lot which were still displaving. It is ap eventfi) peried for waders and females have
serions energetic commitments to meet in producing a clutch of four big eggs. Life isn't cagy for the
males either, for female waders are apparently difficult to seduce. The time and effort that many male
waders put into displays has 10 be seen to be belisved. The display flights of the insanely aggressive
male Sanderling may have been the most impressive of the 1ot - with wings fluttering well below the
horizontal, they covered surprisingly {large areas, all the while emitiing loud bubbling trills which were
only iterrupted on the frequent occasions when (with a startling acceleration in flight speed) they
attacked intruders and switched to furious pulsing squeals. I dow't know how much of the (24-hour)
day a male Sanderding spends in display, but sowe individuals certainly maintained this level of activity
for hours on end.

The intense pre-breeding activity of arctic waders seams still mors imprassive when you realise that
it bappens innediately after an arduous northwards migration from lemperate climes to a very chilly
place (the temperature was generally about 1°C when we wers there, and we were rasher fucky with
the weather). Insects are not abundant this early in the ssason, so one wonders how waders manage
to stay alive - et alone attempt to breed. ¥t is likely that frozen fuod is the key resousce for 8 fime.
At some sites, almost all the waders we saw feeding were sifting through melting snow patches,
picking up insect larvae and bewies which bad been preserved from the previous season and
concentrated inte a food rich layer by the thaw. A cunning ploy - but what do the waders do when
this banguet is concealed by late snow-falls? ¥ never worked 1t out, and T was still more bailled by the
Brent Geese of Arciic Institute Island. This was the bleakest of the polar deseris that we visited, The
professional botanists found something there o keep them interested (and evervone was interested
by a Polar Bear which paid us a visit) but to my untrained eye, it was a sandy wasie interspersed by
some lichens and 2 few sparse tufts of short, dry grasses. Yei Brents - small grazing geese - were
nesting in their hundreds. Perhaps they supplement thelr diet with the odd Polar Bear?

We were not the only vertebrates heading novth, The prolonged duratton, and the scale of, the spring
migration wag most impressive. Matiy waders were on the move including 2 fine fat Purple Sandpiper
and a very skinny Eurasian Dotterel which were caught on the helideck of the dkademif Fedoroy -
angl raigeating birds were seen as late as the 26th of July, Migraling geese were particularly mamerous
(skeins of Brents skimming low over the pack-ice of the Kara Sea seemed especially incongruous),
and skug migration was also obvious, Migration was studied closely from the Akademit Fedoroy
with the help of a tracking radar device, and the vesults of Thomas Alerstam’s analysis should be of
considerable nierest.
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The Lemmiog Wars

Thers are some potentially dangercous animals in the arctic. Polar Bears are best avoided, and ¥ would
not want to have serious disagresments with 2 Musk-Ox or a Wolf T was in fact attacked on the
Taymir Peninsula, by a mammal which stood on is iind-legs, bared its teeth and leapt repgatediy for
my jugulay with a series of blood-curdiing squeaks. 1 wasn't too {rightened, for the mammal was
Collared Leraming - a small plump rodent, reminiscent of a colourful little hamster - which, despite
its savage intentions, could do no more than beunce around my ankles. It was a very pleasing sight,
not least because it was a good indication that the waders were going to get exciting.

Lemmings are thought to play 2 vital role in the ecology of the tundra. Their abundance varies
considerably from year to year, building up from low numbers to a dramatic peak once every three
or four years. The cause of these cycles is hotly debated. The traditional view is that they are
regulated by predation-, in a lemming peak year, predators which feed on lemmings (such as
Pomarine Skuas, Snowy Owls and Arctic Foxes) breed very successfully, Following a lemming peak,
predator abundance is thus very high and the lemming populations crash, But is this a causal
relationship? Some authorities think it is, but it has recently been proposed that vegetation changes
are the primary cause of a lemming crash, Some plants develop chemical defences to discourage
lemunings from eating thera, and it is possible that lemming populations crash when they have caten
the best of the available food, leaving only plants which are unpatatable or mildly poisonous. On the
Akademik Fedoroy, these theories each had a champion in the forim of two Scandinavian professors,
whose (mostly) friendly rivalry was a source of considerable amwsement to all aboard.

The causes of levaming cycles may not yet be established, but there is little doubt that they are closely
linked to the breeding success of waders. In general, good breeding years for arctic waders coincide
with lemming peaks. They are followed by a year in which breeding attempts are devastated by nest
predation, especially by Arctic Foxes (which presumably depend more on waders at times when
lemmings are hard to catch). One of the reasous that we were pleased to experience lemming attacks
is that they are a good sign that a lemming peak is in progress. On Taymir we saw lots of lemiings
rupping over the ground suiface, especially at one site where they were migrating ~ the thaw having
forced them from their (melting) snow burrows to nearby areas where they occupy summer burrows.
Things were looking good as we enfered the Laptev Sea in early July - especially for me, as I had
unexpeectedly been invited to join the second leg of the expedition to Chukotka. Clive returned to
Australia from Khatanga.

Lemming numbers itcreased as we moved eastwards, This was not obvious to the orithologists, for
the thaw was complete and we were actually seeing fewer leminings above ground. Yet it was clear
to the lemming specialists, who were running an intense trapping program - and it was apparently
clear to the predators too. On Taymir we had seen lois of Skuas and a few Arctic Foxes, but there
had been a surprising dearth of Snowy Owls. As we moved eass, skuas numbers remained high and
there was a marked increase in the pumbers of Foxes and Owls, Habitat may have been a
countributing factor here, for bhaidzharakhs are a characteristic part of the Yakutian landscape and
these large clay mounds (thought to be formed by frost action) provide reasonable frost-free ground
for fox-dens - and excellent observation posts for hunting skuas and owls.
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Wranget Island and the New Siberian Islands are exciting places. Both are famous sources of
mammath vory and we indeed found many mammoth remains, including some huge tusks. Wrangel
is also famous for its nesting association of Snow Geese with Snowy Owls. These huge white owls
were remarkably common in both places, as is indicated by the number of chicks we banded there
{about 1501), Yet it was on these islands that we first saw indications that the lemming peak was
fizzling out. Snowy Owls may lay 2 lot of eggs during a reaily good lemmming peak (the record is 141,
but we were secing rather small broods of one to six chicks. Some owls seemed to be having irouble
in finding lemmings, for some chicks were very skinny {on one of the New Siberian Islands, T had the
wnpression that some Snowy Owls had abandoned their nesting attempts), The parents were seldom
aggressive in nest defence (in good lemming peaks they can be quite dangsrous) and we found a
couple of instances in which they had eaten King Eiders from satellite nests. Waterfow! ofien nest
near Sunowy Owls, for the owls are large enough to repe! nest-predating Arctic Foxes - bugt records
of Snowy Owls feeding on these neighbouring ducks and peese are very rare. Thers were also
indications that Arctic Foxes were having problems in finding lemmings. Litters seemed rather simafl,
and some adults were hunting other prey on Wrangel Island 1 saw one try to get inio 4 wire cage-trap
set over a Turnstone nest. Tt will be Interesting to see the results of the leramingologists analysig.
In the meantime, I think we can expect a fairly high proportion of young birds among the waders
vistting Australia in 1994/95, But I doubt it will be a record-broaking seasorn,

nto ite Anssic Waders

Nesting wadess are fairly easy to catch and band. Most small waders will walk into a trap set over
their nest as spon as they have worked out where the enirance is, and most larger waders can also
be caught with a little perseverance. Several hundred waders were caught using these (and other)
methods and each received a site-specific colour band combination (if any readers happen to see
coleur-banded waders this season, Clive and T would Eke to hear the details). Soocn after the second
leg began, we were confronted by another banding challenge - wader chicks. They Jool absurdly
fetching, with disruptive plumage patterning of extraordinary complexity; a newly hatched Little Stint
chick can be somewhat reminiscent of a burnblebee on stilts. They leave the nest soon afier hatohing
and are soon capable of running almost as fast as a bird-bander. As well as banding chicks, we put
ther in nest-traps as 4 lure to catch their parents - adult waders will run almost any risks to brood
their chicks and were easily captured.

The chick period coincides neatly with the time of pesk insect abundance. Crane-flies are perhaps
the most popular prey-iters 1o wader chicks on the tundra; they are common, sluggish and often
fighiless, and 1 also saw chicks eating their juicy larvae. The arctic is more famons for its summer
population of mosquitoes, but we only encounteved large numbers around Kolyma Delta. Wumbers
there were highest on hill-tops, where 1 accountad for 30 with a single slap of the top of my head.
{According to the Russians, these were only modernie mozzie densities!). At the time [ aitributed
the hill-top preference to the sharpest temperature inversion [ have ever encountered (about10°C at
the bottom of a hill, and about 15°C 100m bigher up) but & local reindeer herder told us it was typical
of the arsa. He explained this when he had been inviied 1o our campsite for a cup of tea, fo our
surprise he brought his reindeers with him and hundreds of the goofy things roamed around the tents
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uniil his dog brought them to order. Reindesys are incidentally one of maiy hazards facing wader
chicks; & chick in the path of & reindest herd s very likely 1o be trampled.

Another challenge facing arctic wader chicks is thermoregulation. Although they experience 24 hours
of daylight per day until they have fledged, it does not mean that they are always warm. Diurnal
- cycles are more marked in the course of an arctic sumimer day than 1 had expected, bird activity is at
- its lowest between about midnight and 3:00 a.m., when the temperature decreases perceptibly, This
meant that wader banding was often more suceessful at mght, for adults became simply desperate to
brood chicks placed in a nest-trap. However, we had to be very careful in such conditions in case the
chicks got perilously cold.

There were several reasons for banding in the Russian arctic. A useful series of biometrics and
weights were collected, and some species had interesting moulis - in eastern Siberia, Dunlins begin
their post-breeding primary moult before their eggs have haiched, and some bad finished their primary
wouit while still on the breeding grounds. Blood samples taken from many birds should prove
invaluable reference samples of DMA. Clive and 1 particularly welcomed the opportunity to examine
the breeding plamages of wadsrs of known sex (in the laying period, female waders are readily sexed
on cloaca), We should now be able to use plumage characters to sex 4 lot of the breeding-plumaged
Curlew Sandpipers, Tumstones and Grey Plovers captured in Australia {especially in the north-west)
just before migration. The other thing we had in mind was band recoveries, and the Swedes were
delighted when they recaptured two Dunlins on Kolguyev Island with Swedish bands.

The brecding grounds of some migratory Ausiralian waders extend much further west than I had
previously realised. They might statt as far as west as the Yamal Peninsula, which is where we first
heard the plaintive whistles of Pacific Golden Plover, Some of our waders certainly breed as far west
as the Tayrmie Peninsula, as was neatly demonsirated by Nodl Holmgren when he found one of our
leg-flagged, Victorian Curlew Sandpipsrs. This was the sccond record of 2 Victonan flagged Curlew
Sand on Taymir - which is especially inieresting given that many of the Curlew Sandpipers (and other
waders) of Taymir migraie to Africa, Taymir also has a flourishing population of Pectoral
Sandpipers, which are believed to undertake a southeastern migration to South America.

As the second leg of the expedition started, [ put out 8 reward of 10 Mars Bars for anyone else who
found an Austrslian-flagged wader (Clive had left me with a surplus of 30 Mars Bars from the
emergency rations he took on the firet leg). It worked! One of the most beautifii} things 1 saw on the
tundra was a yellow (North-west Australian) darvie leg-fiag, atiached to the tibia of a feeding Bar-
tailed Godwit which Bob Gill and T found at Indigirka Delta. Thas fitted in neatly with predictions
Marl: Barter had made on the basis of AWSG biometrics. The Swedes were also hard at work, and
found a Victorian-flagged Sanderling on the New Siberian Istands. Which reminds me, I owe Aks
Lindstrorn 10 Mars Bars...

Another lightight of Indigirka Delta was the beginning of post-breeding migration. Suddenly there

were vast numbers of waders on the move, Thomas Alerstam was mighty busy in the radar room on
the 14th of July and estimated that some 100,000 waders flew through the 10in band over the
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Akademik Fedorov, mostly at an altitude of about 3kin. Only 19 days earlier, we had seen the last
of the northwards migration on Taymir Peninsula - the Arctic breeding season i3 not a long one. That
migration had been dominated by geese, which were much more rare in eastern Siberia - perhaps a
reflection of the hunting pressures faced by geese on the Asian {lyways. Instead, post-breeding
migration at Indigirk-a (and at most other stops on the second leg) was dominated by waders, flying
east to north-east. It is likely that they were bound for staging grounds on the coasts of Alaskas and
perbaps north-cast Asia, for there was a strongly American flavour to the wader flocks staging on
near-coastal wetlands of ladigirka - hundreds of Loag-billed Dowitchers and male Pectoral
Sandpipers, and thousands of Grey Phataropes. There were also hundreds of Bar-tailed Godwits and
Cirey Plovers, presumably headed for the eastern flyway. Tt is interesting fo reflect that the first part
of their "southwards" migration may have been northwards towards coastal wetlands, and that we
may have missed a good deal of the migration; as we were on the north coast of Russia we would not
have seen migrations of birds that headed directly south. T woulid also like to know more about the
differences between the routes used on pre- and post-breeding migrations; the birds we saw were
probably aiming at coastal staging areas that are only ice-free on the soi:,thwards migraiion.

We were unable to go as far east as the waders. The dkadentik Fedorov went no further thao
Wrangel Island because of heavy ice conditions, and Kolyuchin Bay was only reached by e long-
distance helicopter dash for a lucky few (I was one of them). This was our gastenunost point, and
a brief cerernony was held for the TV cameras at the point where the Vega was iced in for the winter
of 1878. Nordenskjold was undoubtedly one of the greatest Swedish explorers, but T wish he had got
his ship stuck 11 krm further west, I{he had dornie so the ceremony would have beer held on Belyaka
Spit, which is renowned for ifs breeding population of Spoon-billed Sandpipers. ..

The arciic summer was drawing to a cloge. The last T saw of it was in early August, on the idyllic
wetlands and sotton-grass meadows of Wara Oelta.  The mosquito period was over (I dide't
encounter one, despite iemperatures in the mid-twesties) and it seemed strange 1o see an hour or g

of twilight at midnight, after 10 weeks of continuous daylight. Most breeding waders had migrated -
but not their young, for juveniles were fseding everywhere. AH in immaculate fresh plumage, the
likes of which we never see in Australis - and with pleasani background distractions like huntiag
Snowy Owls and the eerie wails of White-billed Divers. Magic! Birding doesn't get beitar than that.

A reluctant crowd of fundra veterans finally left Siberla from Tiksi Airport on the 9th of August.
While waiting for the plane we had killed time by visiting the Tiksi museum. The lady who guided
us round was delighted to hear that there was an Australian in the party - she had never seen one
before - and insisted that 1 sign the visttors book. T wrote a few appropriate words, and wrote
AUSTRALIA after ray name in big lsiters. The lady was dismayed. "Why in English?” she cried.
"1 wanted you to write something in Ausiralian®.
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Sites visited By Tundra Bcology '94

I Kola Peninsula 10 North-east Taynur
2 Kanin Peninsula 11 Oleneksky Bay
3 Kolguyev Island 12 Yana Delta
4 Pechora Bay 13 New Siberian Islands
5 West Yamal Peainsula 14 Norih-west [ndigirka
6 WNorth Yamal Peninsula 15 Kolyma Delta
7 Arctic Instituie [slands 16 Ayon fsland
8 North-West Taymir 17 South-westem Wrangel {sland
9 Chelyuskin Peninsuia 18 Kolyuchinskaya Bay
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Tundra Ecology 94

Chive Minion and Danay Bogers

TWO MEMBERS OF THE V.W.S.G TAKE
FART IN THE FIRET SCENTIFIC
EXPEDITION TO THE RUSEIAN ARCTIC
SINCE (1878

N o

Backgrouasd

In ¥February 1994 Ausiralia was invited o send two ornithologists to participaie in "Tundra
Eeology ‘94" - 2 major multidiscipline scientific expedition o the Russian Arctic. Clive Minton took
part m the fivst leg (St. Petersburg to Khatanga, 30th May to 5th.July) and Danny Rogers in the first
two legs (St.Petersburg to Chukotsk, 30th.May to 5th. August).

The Lxpedition

This was the largest scientific expedition ever mountad o the Russian Arctic, The Bussian Antarctic
Supply ship, Acadenmik Fodorov, used for transport and s a base between each land visit ,was the
first non-military vessel 10 traverse the complete length of the north Russian coast since the
explorations of Wordenskiold 115 years ago. Passage was only possible by employing two
(nuctear-powered) ice-breakers 10 create 2 passage through the heaviest ice which was still 2 - 3
metres thick for over 1000km, of the 7000km. coastline. A specially equiped ice-recconnaissance
plane also carried out surveys every two weeks of the ice conditions ahead, transiitting complete
pictures (including ice thickness estimates) through sophisticated squipment to the ice-pilots on
board the ship.

Sinty seientists, half from Sweden and half from Russia, were present on each of the three legs of
the expedition. The two Ausiralians were part of the Russian team. About a third were
ornithologists (and many others had good orithological knowledge); the remainder were botanists,
mammologists, ichthyologists, geneticists, entomologists, meteorofogists etc.

The expedition cost $3 million, and was financed almost entirely by the Swedish Governmaat
through a special grant 1o their Polar Research Institute, This equates to a cost of around 530,000
per sclentist for esch leg of the expedition. However it was only by the use of expensive dedicated
equipinent in the form of specialist ships, aireralt and kelicopters that it was possible to mount such
a unique and extensive expedition to obiain access to arctic areas at the vight time, ie to coiucide
with the breeding season in the short arctic summer.
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Logistics

The team of scientists was taken ashore, from the ship, at nine locations between the Kola Peninsula
and ME, Taimyr on the frst leg of the expedition and at eight locations between there and the
Chukotsk Peninsula on the second leg. {see map). The third leg involved return visits, in August,
1o the same sites as visiied in the {irst leg. Transport of people and their equipment {including
special motorised transpoit and small boats) was via two large MI8 helicopters based on the ship.

Scientists wers divided into four main groups, wader studies/ fish, bird census/maminals, botany and
lemrnings. Each group comprised about fifteen people with two accompanying ormithelogists. The
Australians worked mamly with the bird census and mamiwals group but also spent some time with
the wader studies and fish and the botany groups.

Four camps {sometimes more) weie set up at each stopping point, with camps being 3-20kin apart
and usually in slightly different habitats. The time speni at each location varied. Generally stops
were for two days and one night or three davs and two nights but occasional day visits were also
made. '

Team menibers fanned out over the tundra from each camp, with some tindividuals traversing 15 ki
or more. With such a large number of people deployed in this way the rate of data generavon Was
immense and an extraordinarily comprehensive cover was obfained.

Climate

On the ficst leg the weather was better than expected or predicted with more sunny days and less
wind than normal, Temperatures were generally about 1°C but fell below freszing guite often in the
early part of the expedition. Snow fell only once and light rais on three occasions. Fog was, as
usual, quite frequent. At most Jocations snow cover was 10-30%, but many lakes and rivers were
still frozen, as was the sea. The season was said to be 7-10 days later than average,

Results

A number of scientists had devised detailed experimental programmes (nvolving sophisticated
iechniques ranging, in the ornithological field for example, from a large mebile radar station for
studying migration to heavy water injection into waders to study their metabolic energy
consumption, The Australian participants assisted with a variety of programmes but were
particulacly involved in survey and census work, in nest finding andrecording and in banding,
especially of waders,

At each location between 20 and 50 species of birds were located, The diversity decreased as the
expedition pragressed northwards and eastwards. Passerines showed the most notabls reduction
with only the Snow Bunting being common at the highest latitude (though a siray Barm Swallow
was seen at the most northerly point, Cape Chelyuskin,at 78N On one ‘memorable’ day (because
we were surrounded by breeding Red Knot, Sanderling, Turmstone, Curlew Sandpiper, Grey
Plover and Purple Sandpiper) we actually totalled only 12 species. Waders were the most
widespread group, followed by geese, ducks, skuas, gulls, terns, birds of prey, gamebirds, divers
and swans. Many species wers found (n arcas where they were not previously known to be
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breeding. The extensive census data clearly illustrated the change in species and abundance with
habitat, latitude and longitude.

The timing of the first feg of the expedition proved to be ideal. At each location visited virtually
all the breeding birds had arrived. Territorial dispiay was at ifs peak. Some species had just started
to mcubate complete cluiches of eggs, others were m the process of laying, and a few (notably
Little Stint and many of the ducks) had not vet started 1o nest. The rate of progress of the
expedition coincided with the spread of the thaw thereby producing a sumilarly 1deal sttuation at
each location, A large number and variety of nests was found - 34 different species on the first
lag by the Australian participants alone.

A good variety of breeding waders was caught at the nest with "walk-in' or 'spring iraps. It was
particuiarly valuable to be able to compare plumages of the different sexes in the hand, and aiso
to obtain biometric data, Weighis were particulariy interesting {and valuable} as such information
is rarely available from museumn skins, Males tended to be close 1o their fai-free weight,
presumably because of high energy consumption aud little time for feeding as a result of their
intensive flight and territorial display activities and occasional incubation duties during the
sgplaying period. Females, in spite of laying eggs equivalent to more than 50% of their body
weight over a four day period, were typically 15-35% above their lean weight - presumably a
reserve laid down to carry the bivd through the incubation period when feeding time is severely
limited in many species (those in which incubation is not sharéd by the sexes).

The good weights observed in breeding waders was an indication of the surprising abundance of
food available to them on the arctic tundra so early in the secason. Observations of birds, both
waders and passerines, feeding on patches of melting snow and on ground very recently uncovered
by the thaw indicated that most of the food taken had been preserved by the ice and snow from
last summer. A Reed Bunting, for example, was seen o pick up and consume a 3 ¢in caterpillar
from a patch of snow in dwarf willow scrub.  MNature had thus cleverly stored, for some nine
months, part of the bounteous invertebrate and berry crop left over from the previous season.
Thus, so long as the waders are not confronted by significant new snowfalls after awriving on the
first patches of clearing tundra, they would not seem to be short of the food resources necessary
to initiate the breeding cyele; by the time the chicks hatch the new season's crop of nsects and
taryae should be available.

Another highlight associated with banding was the catching of two Dunlin wearing Swedish
bands, One of the Australian participants also picked up a baad on the tundra which had been put
on a Bean Goose in Holland 15 vears before. A Curlew Sandpiper with a coloured leg flag
{crange) fioin Yictonia was seen on N.E, Tamyr,, some 12,000 km from Melbourne, Later, onthe
second leg of the expedition, further colowr marked waders from Australia were observed - &
Sanderling, from 8. E. Australia, was found breeding on the New Siberian Isles {off the notth coast
of Russia, aind due north of the banding area), and a Bar-iailed Godwit from M. W, Australiz
{yellow flag) in a post-breeding congregation near the Indigirka Delta. The last two records are
the furthest norsh recoveries of these species from Australia (in fact the Sanderling is the fivst 1o
be recovered on the preeding grounds). The Curlew Sandpiper is the second from the Tatmayr and
indlicaies the probable westem fimit of the breeding areas fiom which waders regulerly migraie to
Ausiralia. It also confirms thai there is a considerable overlap in the breeding aveas of Curlew
Sandpipers which migrate to Africa and to Austrahia.
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Another surprising discovery by the Expedition was the prolonged duration of the 'spring’
migration. Extensive movements of geese, waders, skuas and some passerines towards the
northernmost breeding grounds continued until June 26th (by which time some of fhe birds at the
first site vistied , on the ola Peninsula, in early June would have already hatched eggs).

Whilst this report has concentrated on orsithological matters it is velevant to also mention the main
findigs in relation to leramings, since their cycles of abundance are closely linked to the breeding
success of waders (via associated predation patiern variations). Lemmings were totally abseut at
the first four locations visted. However from West Yamal onwards they were common and on
parts of the Taimyr they were abundant. As predicted therefore 1994 looks likely to be & lemming
year' in the parts of the arctic in which waders visiting Ausiralia breed. This should lead to good
chick production as the predators will be concentrating on the easy food source of lemmings. It
was very noticcable that the density of predators, particularly the three species of skuas, were
highest in areas where most lernmings were present.

Owverall the Expedition was consdered by everyone to have far exceeded expectations in terms of

results as well ag being a memorable, unique and extremely enjoyable experience. o '
Benefits (o Australian participasis and to ornithelogy in Anstraliag

1. The participants benefited greatly from the new perspective they now have on waders as a

result of seeing first hand and for the first time the breeding phase of the annaal oycle and the

different habitats used by each species.

2. Plumage differcnces observed in breeding birds confirmed suspicions emanating from wader
studies in W W, Auostralia that it is possible to distinguish between the sexss of some species when
they are in breeding plumage. This will agsist in refining information generated on biometrics and
the timmg of migration in Australia.

3. Avariety of research technigues was learned which will, in due course, be of use in Australia.
The simplest aud most imrmediate of these were sprivg traps and walk-in traps for catching waders
at the nest. These will be applied in Hooded Plover and Pied Oysiercaicher studies in Victoria,

4. A wide range of good relationships in the omithological field was established with Russian and
Swedish scientists. This will have mutual benefits in the fuiure in a number of ways:

a. exchange of knowledge, information and research papers etc. on an ongoing basis,
b. widespread awareness in Russia, for the first time, of the importance of Australia as a
“winteriog aven” for waders breeding in Russia {two rillion birds, out of the total 3 million waders

in Australia).

¢. awareness in Russia of the extent of the Australian wader banding and colour leg-flagging
programme.

. morensed desire and opportunity for exchangs visits and participation in future joint feldwork
programmes in both couniries.



e. more widespread understanding and support for (in Russia) the proposed joint agrecment on
the protection of migratory birds and thelr habitats,

This should lead 1o more reports of our birds fromRussia,

Statement of intent

A document outlining views and intentions in relation to proposed future collaboration in the
ornithological field was drawn up and signed by the leader of the Russian team, Professor B
Syroechkovsky, and by one of the Australian sclentists, Dr. CIUT. Minton. It is hoped, inter alia,
that means can be found to enable Russians to participate in the next wader study expedition to
NW. Australia, scheduled for March/April 1996.

Himancial

Each participant incurred total costs of around $6000, including purchases of special clothing,
equipmernt, photographic materials, visas efc, The two main componants were:

Air fares 32,500
Levy on participants $3,200 (U3 $2,350)

Pablications

A large number of scientific prpers, a book and two television programmes will be produced
following the expedition. The knowledge gained by the Australian participants will, inter alia,
stimulate and assist in future papers on Australian waders,

Acknowiedgements
The participants are extremely grateful to all those who facilitated and assisted their participation

tn "Tuadra Ecelogy '94", especially Professor E. Syroechkovsky, the Australian Nature
Conservation Agency and Mark Barter.

From a diafl report to AINC.A. on the visit of D, CDT Minton and Mr I Rogers 1o Russia -
May/August 1994)
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The Breeding Grounds of the Taymir Peninsula

Milke Weston

WITH THE RUSSIAN
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
EAPEDITION TO
NORTHERN S1BERIA

Backgronad

In February 1994 Australia was fovited to send an omithologist to
participate in the Arctic Expedition program of the Russian Acaderny of
Science's Institute of Animal Morphology and Ecclogy. Michael Weston
of the AWSG took part in an expedition to northern Siberia led by Dr
Mikhail Yu Sclovyov of Moscow State University..

The Expedition

The field site of the expedition for the 1994 breeding season was in the
south-easi Taymir Peninsula in northern Siberia. Specifically, the site was
at the junction of the Khatanga and Bludnaya Rivers, about 200 kn
north-east of the settlement of Khatanga. This area is of particular interest
1o Australisn wader biologists because it is thought to form the extreme
wastern boundary of the breeding range of some species of waders which
migrate along the Fast Asian/Australasian Flyway. The study site will be
revisited by D Solovyoyv's team in the 1995 and 1996 arctic summers In
order to examine the nest site fidelity of breeding waders. The specific
research interest of Dir Solovyov is the influence of microtopography and
microhabitat on nest site selection.
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The size of the team in the field camp varied from four Lo nine people.
Besides Rugsian ornithologists, there were two Norwegian ornithologisis
{Or Tore Larsen and Svein Grundetjern) and the Austratian ornithologist,
Michael Weston. The two Norwegian ornithologists addressed guestions
regarding the relationship betwsen umbrella species (apgressive nest
defenders) and species nesting nearby {in this case vpassive riest
defenders).

The cost of the expedition was subsidised by the Institute of Animal
Morphology and Ecology.

Although unkoown, the cost of the expedition would have been
substantial given the costs associated with helicopters, the boai, f
cquipient and consumables. The AWSG donated four Pesola spring
balances (total cost Aust. $400) to the Arctic Expedition Program for use
on foture expeditions relevant to the East Asian/Australasian flyway.

Logisiics

The team arrived at the field site by helicopter, with most of the required
equipment, on the 11th of Fune. Unforlunately, an unusuvally late snow
storm prevented any serious feld work for another two weeks, The snow
storma did, however, guarantee that the teaim was active on the field at the
beginning of bresding. The season was sald to be 10-14 days later than
average.

Onee at the site, the teamn established a plot which was marked by 3
north/south, east/west grid of stakes placed 100w apart. The arca of the
plot was about 110 hectares. This arsa was intensively surveyed on foot,
ardd fater by using the rope method of nest searching. The team was
suceessful in locating the vast majority of nests and only two "exira®
broods, thought to have originated from nests on the plot, were located
late in the season. On the plot, all adults and broods of all species were
banded and colour-marked.

Outside the plot, many excursions were made to surrounding areas, Thess
excursions were made on foot and by boat, The aim of these visils was to
gain an insight into the avifauna of the general area. The longer
excursions took scientists more than 40 km from the camp.

Resuwlis

The results of much of the work is yet to be analysed and published, This
includes the project run by the Norweptans, and also much daia being
handled by the Russians, for instance the biometric data (in due course
the AWSCG will receive a copy of this dats). Nevertheless, the most
important data, at least from an Australcentric viewpoint, is the status of
wading-bird species in the area and this is presented in Table 1 {p.34)
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The Lenuning densities were lower than expecied and predation of wader
nests was high {about 80%). The main nest predators were apparently
Arctic Foxes. Skuas were not infrequently seen chasing the aduits of
small wader gpecies and it seems likely that this accounted for a number
of abandoned nests. Despite the relatively high predation pressures the
density of breeding birds was considered high (roughly 0.84 nests per
hectare),

There were no recoveries of banded birds, The expedition was
nevertheless considered a great success, both in terms of scientific
achievement and in terms of information exchange between ornithologists
of different countries.

Extract from a report to A N C A on Mike Weston's visil to Siberia - May to August
1994
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Proposea Agreement Between Australia and Russia For The Protection O
Proposea Apgreement Betw Australia and Russia For The Protection Of
Migratory Birds And Their Environment

There are a number of International agresments and conventions, both bilateral and multilateral,
for the protection of migratory birds and their environment. Although the implemeniation and
effectiveness of these agreements have, in the main, fallen short of expectations, their importance
and potential should not be overlooked.

The most prominent agreements affocting Ausiralia have been thoss with Japan and to g lesser
extent maintand China. But although Russia has long standing agreements with the U.S A, Japan
and India and has just concluded an agrecment with South Korss, there has been no agreement
with Australia. With the breakup of the Soviet Unicn things have changed draiatically, The
hfing by Russia of many restraints now makes communication and cooperation much ecasier.
Clive Minton has been quick io take advantage of this and when in Moscow last July {(acting on
behalf of the Australian Nature Conservation Agency) met representatives from the Depariment
of Biological Regources in the Ministry of Nature Conservation, the Department of Conssivaiion
of Wildlife and the Institute of Animal Morphology and Ecology. Tt was agreed thet a migration
agreement between Australia and Russia is desirable, Completion witlin six months s considered
possible. The Australian Embassy in Moscow will continue to carry out liason work.

Tt 15 estimated that two million waders breeding in Russia migrate 1o Australia for the non-bresding
season as well as 2 unknown mumber of terns, seabirds and passerines. Conservation of sharex
migratory species 1ot only in their breeding and wintering grounds but alse in staging areas on
migratory routes and preservation of habitat in all areas can, it is thought, best be achieved by
bilateral rather than multilateral agreement.

This report is based on notes made by Clive Minton foliowing his meeting in Moscow last July with Dy Hlvashento,
Head of Department of Biological Resources, Ministry of Nature Conservation,



UTURE COLLABORATION BETWEEN AUSTRALIA AND RUBSIA

One of the more important and pleasing results of "Tundra Hcology '94' is the promise of
increased co-operation between Australia and Russia in the study and conservation of those
witercontinental migrants that breed in Russia and winter in Ausiralia as well as of the
conservation of their habitat in both countries.

Academician 1.8, Syroechkovskt (head of the Laboratory of Ecosystems Protection and Animal
Populations Management and of the Arctic Expedition, Institute of Animal Morphology and
Ecology, Russian Acaderay of Science and Dr Clive Minton (Monorary Vice-President, Royal
Australasian Ormithologisis Union) drew up a Protocol of Infentions covering research with
particular attention in Russia o the Charadriidae and to the Siberian and Russian Far Bast regions
(Asian-Pacific and Central-Palearctic Flyway regions) and in Ausiralia to coastal regions and
wetlands where most of the Palsarctic birds are concenivated.

Development of this research by the mstituies of the Russian Academy of Sciences and of the
Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources of the Russian Federation and by
universities in Russia and by interesied non-governmental organisations was considered desirable.
The tain co-ordinating unit for ihe Siberian region could be the Institute of Animal Morphology
and Ecology. The sxpedition of an irtergovemmema} Russian-Australian convention for the.
orotection of migratory birds and their habitiats was also considered desirable,

It was agreed that "Tundra Ecology '94" had shown that jomt Russian-Australian research had
been fruitfal and that there should be further joimnt expeditions.  An invitation for two Russian
scientisis to vigit Australia in 1995-96 was suggested.

Based on a Protocol of Intentions signed in Moseow on 4 July 1994 by
Acad Prof.E.E.Syroechiovshi and Dy (live Minton
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A Tale from Typical Taymir Tundra.
MIKE WESTON

"If you are patient, the tundra will show you her secrets™ Viadivnir Eisner (Translator for the Taymir resecva).

I am very fortunate to have had the opportunity to spend the 1994 arctic summer in the tundra
of northern Siberia. I was part of a Russian Academy of Sciences expedition to a field site at
the junction of the Khatanga and Bludnaya Rivers, about 200 km north-east of the town of
Khatanga, on the Taymir Peninsula. The latitude of the ficld camp was about seventy two
degrees north of the equator! This paper presenis a brief report of the expedition.

Waders Breeding in the Vicinity of the Camp

Our field work was conducted over a period of about two and a hailf months. Although we
made some long excursions, most of cur time was devoted to following the breeding histories
of all birds that nesied in the vicinity of our cainp. in order to do this effectively, we
established a grid of marking stakes. Each stake was 100 metres from the nexi stake, and they
were arranged in 2 vorth-south and east-west pattern. In this way any nest that was located
could be accurately plotted on a map. Each nest was also merked with a small stake, Even
with all these aids, it was surprisingly difficult to re-locate many of the nests!

The nests were located by an intensive and extended search by the whole team that continued
for the whole season. We would simply spend many hours on the plot observing adults,
quickly determining whether they were nesting or simply feeding, and if appropriate following
them back to their nests. It sounds much simpler than it actually was! In addition to this
method of nest searching, & rope with tin cans tied to it was pulled over the whole plot. It was
interesting that, although this method revealed some new nests, it falled 1o locate some nests
that we had already found and which were still active!

! have inciuded the final maps of our plot in the following pages (Figuves 1, 2, and 3) split on
to different maps for convenience. Non-wader species that nested on the plot have been
omitted from the maps, these species were Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea, Long-tailed Skua
Stercorarius longicaudus, King Eider Somateria spectabilis, Long-tailed Duck Clangula
hyemalis and Lapland Bunting Emberiza lapponica. These maps say a great deal about our
litile piece of tundra. They also represents a great deal of blood, sweat and tears.

The Status of Waders in the Area

Table 1 gives the staius of all waders located in the general area {including Khatanga). In
addition to Scientific and English names, the names of waders used by the Dalgarn people
(who are native to the Taymir peninsula) are also presented. Although the Russian names for
waders are readily available (e.g. from Dementiev and Gladkov's 1951 Birds of the Soviet
Union), the names used by the northern peoples are generally unknown to southern wader
enthusiasts. The dates of first arrival in Kbatanga are alsc given for some species. This is based
on daily observations from the very end of April until about mid-May.
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Table 1. The Status of Waders in the South-Kast Taymir Peninsular, Northern Siberia,
in Summer 1994,

Species English Name | Dalgarn Name Arrival in Status
Khatanga (obs.
29/5-16/6)

Pluvialis fulva Pacific Golden 2/6 - B

Plover

Pluvialis Grey Plover - B

squatarola

Charadrius Ringed Plover 2/6 NB

hiaticula

Eudromias Eurasian - NB

morineilus Dotterel

Limosa lapponica | Bar-tailed 3/6 B

Godwit
Tringa erythropus | Spotted 216 B
Bo GryHIop Rgdshank
Tringa glareola Wood. 1/6 NB
Sandpiper
Xenus cinereus Terek 3/6 NB*
Sandpiper

Heteroscehus Grey-tailed 3/6 NB*

brevipes Tattler

Arenaria interpres | Ruddy 1/6 NB

Turnstone

Phalaropus Red-necked 12/6 B

Jobatus Phalarope

Phalaropus Grey Phalarope 13/6 B

fulicarius

Gallinago stenura | Pin-tailed Snipe | . 4/6 NB*

Gallinago Common Snipe 3/6 NB

eallinago

Limnodromus Long-billed - B

scolopaceus Dowiicher .

Calidris canutus Red Knot 15/6 NB

Calidris alba Sanderling 3/6 NE

Calidris ruficollis | Red-necked - NB*

Stint
Calidris minuta Little Stint 3/6 B
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Calidris Temminck's 3/6 B
termminckii Sting

Calidris melanotos | Pectoral 3/6 B
Sandpiper
Calidris acuminata | Sharp-tailed - NE
Sandpiper
Calidris maritima | Purple - NB
Sandpiper
Calidris alpina Punlin 3/6 B
Calidris ferruginea &Juricw - B
R D R T T TR S A % a ruﬁr&i?g&hm%m R s T TR e m‘f&m‘ﬁm&t‘sw~
Limicola Broad-billed - B
falcinellus Sandpiper
Philomachus Rufl 216 B
| pugnax
= geen in Khatasga but not n tondra
~ =g data

Some points worthy of mention include:

in passage (a. single Red- necke*d Stmt ang mdny %ha,rp taﬂed Sang 1p1pers} ﬂnf' is unusua.ilv Iaz
south-west dnd west to find Red-necked Stint and Sharp-iailed Sandpiper respectively.

{2) There were extensions to the known breeding range of species which visit Ausiralia {e.g.
Broad-billed Sandpiper}.

(’3) 'i‘hm‘e Were ﬂxi'{-:risirmz; tO thm !a:ﬂi}w“ 'b*c‘aa-:dimg 'mgs, {)f specigs which do not visit Australia

Lemnings and Predators

Although Collared and Siberian Lenunings were both present in the study ares, only the latter
species occurred in significant numbers. The Lemming densitics were lower than expected and
predation of wader nests was high (aboui 80%). The main nest predators were apparently
Arctic Foxes, Skuas, pan:ma_.ziarly Arctic Skuas Stercorarius parasilicus, were not mirequently
seen chasing the adults of small wader species and it seems likely that this accounted for a
number of sbaudoned nests. Despite the mla‘twoiy iugh predation pressures the density of
breeding waders was considered lugh {92 nests i ©. 110 hectares, or 0.84 nesis per hectare).

Despite the predators, weather and other hardships, the expedition was considered a great
sucezss, both in ferms of sclentific achievement and in terms of information exchange between
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ornithologists of different countries. Next fime you are feeling unconifortable on 2 VWSG
expedition, remember your counterparts in Russia and the conditions which they must endure.
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and { express my thanks to him. 1 also thank the AWSG and ANCA for alf their assistance,
both financial and otherwise,
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Al JJT RALIAN COASTAL SALTWORKS - IMPORTANT WADER.

g

feff Carpbell

Three Ausiralian moainland states each have a number of coastal saltworks which are fisted in
Watkins (1993) a5 being of international importance for between one and eight species of
waders each. These are; Western Australia: Port Hedland Saltworks {eight species), Shark Bay
area {includes saltworks at Useless Loop) (twa), Dampier Saltworks (one). Victoria;
Werribee/Avalon (includes Avalon Saltworks) (seven), Moolap Saltworks (two), Laverion
Saltworks (one (however recent counts have added another three)). South Australia; Price
Saltfields ( eight), Penvice Saltfields (seven) (Watkins 1993).

All of the abs?"v"e sites are obviously also of nationzl importance, often to a higher number of
species, as 18 Bowen Saltworks in Queenstand {one species). In fact some of these sites are
extremely 1mportam nationally, with, for example Port Hedland Saltworks holding 6 000
Broad-bilted Sandpipers, out of an estimated Australian population of % 600 (Watkins 1993},

In addition these saltworks are a valuable habitat for many other waders, even though their
numbers may not be of infernational or national significance (Table 1), Saliwotks such as those
in constal Vigtoria and South Australia are particularly important ia times of drought for
waders which generally inhabit the inland. Wurbers of Banded 5Stilts and Red-necked Avocets
can be particularly high at such tiraes when these sites act as a drought refuge, with the buds
returning to the inland when conditions ameliorate.

{iiven the above, the uncertain future of two of the three coastal saltworks in Victoria causes
soiae concern for the destiny of the birds currently using them, as both feeding and roosting
grounds. With et least the majority of salt production in Victoria being moved away fromm the
coastal saliworks 1o an inland site at S¢a Lake, by the operators Cheetham Salt Lid , and the

resultant probable closure of the Laverton, Avalon and Moolap works the long term viability
of these areas as wader haunts 1s under question. The wader habitat af these sites is dependent
oft the contipuing supply of water into the evaporation poads, if this is not maintained the
pends eveniually become hypersaline before drying out completely.
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The future of the Laverion stie would appear to be guaranteed as an agreement has been
reached whereby the dryland section of the saliworks will be developed for housing and the
wetlands, pumps and channels maintained as wildlife habitat, and protected from undue human
disturbance by a moat. Prescriptions for ideal water levels in the ponds have been set by Brett
Lene and others and will be maintained by active management.

Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the Avalon and Moolap Saltworks. Although some
experimentation is understood to be taking place with replacing salt preduction with
aquaculiure at Avalon this may lead to deeper water levels in the ponds, thus rendering them
unsuitable for waders. In addition 2 section of the site is threatened by the proposed relocation
of the Coode Tsland chemical storage facility to Point Lillias at the eastern end of the
saltworks. The future of the Moolap works is not known to this writer.

_______

Table 1. Waders recorded from Ansiralian constal anltvworks’

Painted Suipe

Pied Oystercatcher
Sooty Oysterpatoher
Masked Lapwing
Banded Lapwing
Grey Plover #

Pasific Golden Plover
Red-knead Dotterel
Little Ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Mongolian Plover *
Doubie-banded Plover *
Large Sand Plover
Oriental Flover *
Red-capped Plover ™
Black-fronted Plover
Black-winged Stilt
Banded Sl *
Red-necked Avocel ¥
Ruddy Turnstone ®
Fasiern Curdew *
Whimbse!

Lattle Curlew

Wood Sandpiper
Grey-talled Tattler
Commnon Sandpiper
Greenshank *

Lesser Yelinwlegs
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Spotted Redshank
Comrmon Redshauk
Marsh Sandpiper
Terel Sandpiper
Latham's Saipe
Asian Dowiitcher
Black-tailed Godwrit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Fudsonian Godwit
Red Knot
Great Knot
Sharp-tailed Sendpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Cox's Sandpiper
Litte Stint
Red-necked Stnt *
Long-toad Stint
Cuslew Saudpiper *
Sanderling
Siilt Sandpiper

Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Broad-billed Sandpiper *

Ruif
Red-necked Phalarope
Wilson's Phalarope
Oriemal Pratineole *
Ausiralian Pratineole

' Comupiled from a brief literature scacch only, may

not be a comprehensive list.
* Specles for which at least one coasial saltworks holds
numbers ol international im pollamu (from Watkins 1993).
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THE OYSTERUATCHERS CF ALTONA

Rositand Jessop, YO Box 97, Cowes 3922

The Pied Oystercatcher has an almost continuos distribution around the coast of Australia and the largest
concentrations oceur in large marine embayments in Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia (Lane 1987},
Corner Inlet holds some 1,294 individuals, Western Port 385 and Werribee/Avalon 108 (Watkins 1993).
The southern race of the Sooty Qystercatchers has & patchy distribution and the major concentration in
Victoria is in Corner Inlet (some 270 individuals),

The VWEG is currently undertaking a study of these two resident wader species including banding and
individually colour-banding, surveys for colour banded birds, counts ai selected sites in summer and winter
and a biennial census of coastal south-eastern Austratia in October {(Minton 1988; 1991),

Summarised below is information collected on colour banded Oystercatchers using the Altons area since
1990,

The Altona Foreshors appears {0 be an overwiniering area for Pied Oystercatcher (and the odd Sooty)
which feed among the seagrass beds and mudflats and roost in one of four locations {Fig.1). Traditional
roosting areas for birds are rocks at the Bums Reserve or the Willamstown Rifle Range. An additional
site south of Laverton Creek was also occasionally used by a few birds. In 1992 a dredge spoil istand was
created near the Burns Reserve and this was soon utilised by the Pied Oystercatchers, The island was
further modified in late 1993 when it was connected to the surrounding coast. This has had the effect of
making the roosting site at Laverton Creek more popular during the summer months (1993/94) due to
increased disiurbance by people and dogs. Additional disturbance is also oceurring at the Williamstown
Rifle Range due to the constiuction of a pew housing estate and the opening up of adjacent areas by
pathways tncreasing the number of people often accompanied by degs using the shoreline. The Burns
Reserve was favoured during winter months (1994) and week-days when disturhance was less frequent.

The oumber of Pied Oystercaichers using the area bas increased from a maximum of 14 individuals in late
Apul 1992 (preisland) to 31 in May of 1993 and 40 in May of 1994, The number of birds using the area
decreases from early July with minimum individuals preseat in Qctober coineiding with the breeding season
{Qctober to Decerber). However 1992/92 12 birds remained in the area throughout the surmmer months,
Numbers begin o increase again in Febroary/March. A simdlar pattern has been reported for Pied
Oystercatchers at Stockyard Point (Jones (1983). Many of the Oystercatchers using the Aliona area ave
colour banded and 238 observations ofsome 46 individuals have been made.

Pled Oystercatchers with either site bands (birds were site coded before 1989) or individual colour cades
have origivaied from Comer Inlet, Rhyll, The Gurdies, Stockyard Point, Queenschiff and Werribee (Fig.
2). No birds from Long Island or French Island have beet recorded. The number of individually colour
banded Pied Qystercatchers from the VWS study areas around Victoria and the number of these birds
seen at Altona is shown in Table 2. While the majority of birds seen originate from Werribee, the
percentage of birds banded at Queenscliff and seen at Altona is higher. Interestingly only half the birds
banded at Altona have been sesn there again (Table 2).

There is some suggestion in Table 2 that certain birds may have “traditional’ overwintering grounds ep.
1060-85028,100-96915, 100-56848 being seen at Altona in 2 number of years. Other birds may be seen only
onee or once in any one year. This does not seem 1o be related to the age of the bird. Perhaps these birds
are on passage to their “traditional’ overwiniering sites elsewhere.
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During the coming year further analysis of Pied and Sooty Oystercaheter sightings from.around the State.
and inter-state will (hopefully) be made. I vou have any old records that vou 'must get ta Clive!, now s
the time to do it. An}/ spare moments with a telescope or binoculars down at the beach could also pmwdc,
some more useful information.  Any information should be sent to Chve Minton, 165 paifeﬁv 1_{;,«(1
Beaumaris 3193. .

Acknswledgraenis
I would like to thank Angela Jessop for assisiing in the field.
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Table 1. Age, vear banded and colowr banded of Pled and Sosty Oystercatehers seen af Altonn

Band Year C@Emw 1990 1994 1992 1993 1994
Mumber Banded # Banded #

# #
100-82024 1981(Q)  1993(Q) - . 15+ 16+
100-82127 1983(Q) 1990(W) I3+
100-82507 1981(0G)  1993(Q) - - - 13
100-85023 1987(Q) 198°1(Q) S pEs
100-85026 1987((2) 1992(W) - - 74
100-85028 1987(2) 1989(W) 5t G+ T+ B4 A
100-85127 1988(W) 1993(A) - - VAS B+
100-85134 1988(Q) 1990(0) 7+
100-85135 1988(W) 1991(W) o+
100-96753 1989(W) 1989(W) (38
100-96754 1989(W) 1989(W) 5+
100-96755 1989(W) 1989(W) 7+
100-56779 1989(W) 1989(W) At &
100-96779 19289(W) 1989(W) T+
100-96731 1989(W) {989(W) 4 S
100-96785 1989(8) 1989(5) &t
100-96843 1990(W) 1990{W/) Gt
100-96844 1990(W) 1990(W) 5+ ol
100-96848 1990(W) 19%0(W) 3 4 5
100-96349 1950(W) 1990(W) O+
100-96850 # 1989(W)  1989(W) 4
100-96870 1990(W) 1990(*W) A 5
100-96872 1950(W) 1990(W) 4
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106-96874 1990(Q)  1990(Q) 34 6+
100-96915 1990(R) 1990(R) 3 4 5
100-96934 1901{W)  1991(W) - 4
100-96936 1991(W)  1991{W) - 4+
100-99307 1991(W)  1991{wW) - 34

100-59309 1991(W) 1991wy -
100-99399 1991(Q)  199(Q) - 3
100-59435 0oUE)  19HG)  - 3

100-99573 1992(W)  1992(W) - . At 54
100-99577 1992(W)  1992(W) - . 3
101-03560 1992(0)  19924Q) - 2
101-03562 1993(Q) 1993(Q) - . . 3+ 4t
101-03582 1993(W)  1993(W) - - - 34+ 4+
101-03583 1993(W)  1993(W) - . - 3
101-03586 1993(W)  1993(W) - . - 4+
101-03655 1993(A)  1993(A) - - - a4t
101-03657 1993(A)  1993(A) - - . 3+ 4o+
101-03658 1993(A)  1993(A) - . 2
10103665 1993(G)  1993(&%) - . - 4ot
10103684 1994(4)  1994(A) - . - . 3+
101-03688 1994(4)  1994(A) - - : - 3+
101-03690 1994(4)  1994(A) - - - - 3+
101-03691 # 1994(4)  1994(A) - - . . 3+

# = Sooty Ovstercaicher; # # Locations: A = Altena;, G == Gurdies; O = Ocean Grange (SA),
() = Quesnscliff, R= Rhyl; & = Stockyerd Point, W = Werribes

Table 2. The number of Pled Oystercatchers individually colour banded each year by the VWEG
in Victoria since 1989 and the nummber and percentage of these individuals from each yeayr seen af
Aliona ‘

LOTCATION 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994  Toial %
Altons '

Number bande 0 0 0 0 6 8 id

Number seen at Aliona 0 { 0 0 3 4 7 50
Corner Lalet :

MNumber bandad 31 17 3% 20 52 0 273

Number seen at Aljona 0 0 0 0 { 0 0 0



Long Isiand/french
iskand

Number banded
Number seen at Aliona

Queenseliff
Number banded
MNumber seen at Altona

Stockyard Point
Muraber banded
MNumber seen ai Aljona

The Gardies
Number banded
Number seen at Adtona

Werribee
Number banded
Number seen at Altona
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BRAESIDE PARK
MALCOLM BROWN

Over five years ago I was fortunate enough to be employed at Braeside Metropolitan Park as a
ranger, T had a reasonable knowledge of birds but it soon became evident that this was inadequate
for developing the public's appreciation of native birds and their ecology. Fortunately Braeside
Park was an ideal place to learn.

Development of the wetlands was completed in 1989 and it took a year or so for them to settle
and become productive. Now they are home to & number of waterbird species in conditions that
allow the public much better access than wetlands normally offer. A bird hide and walking tracks
situated around the wetlands help both the experienced and amateur birdwatcher. Some more
interesting species 1o be seen at Braeside ave: Blne-billed duck, Pink-eared duck, Great Crested
Grebe, Spoonbill, Black-fronted Plover, Wood Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Latham's
Snipe. The Friends of Braeside Park have been carrying out surveys of the wetlands each fortnight
for over g year identifying species present, numbers and breeding status, This information will
continue to be compiled for many years to come and is being put on a computer data base bird
observation package.

Most of the Park is comprised of red gum wondland. Here may be seen Australian Kestrel,
Black Shouldered Kite, Tawny Frogmouth, flocks of Sulphur Crested Cockatoos, Red-Rump
Parrots, Eastern Rosellas and many other species. There are sections in this woodland where you
can imagine being oui in the bush, miles {rom the nearest city.

Lastly, the wooded heathland section of the Park attracts many interesting species of native birds.
This area is not open to members of the public unless accompanied by a ranger or permission 1s
given. The heathland covers about thirty to forty hectares with patches of dense vepetation. Here
may be found Crested Shrike-tits, Eastern Yellow Robins, Golden Whistlers, Pardalotes, Wrens,
Thormbiils, Fantails, several Honeyeaters and many more. A misi-netting project is being carried
out in this section of the Park on a monthly basis. We have had some retraps fiom previous VORG
mist-netting work undertaken before the area became a Park.

Members of the VWEG have also been active in the Park mis-netting Latham's Saipe in the
nerthern section, only metres away from the picnic area,

For more informaiion on Braeside Pork contact the park on 551 1640 or call ine on 784 8902
(W) or 059 851758 (H).
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Crested Terns at Rickett's Point, Beauraris
Moira Longdon and Clive Minton
Introduction

Living within walking distance of Rickett's Point, Beaumaris, | am a frequent visitor thers and for
many years have recorded birds 1 sighted in the area. In 1990 Clive Minton suggested thai I
should start making systematlc counts of the Crested Terns which roost on the.rocks thete with
the objective of seeing how numbers correlated with movement data gatherad from b andll’a,g“" :
returns, This note summarises the initial findings.

Method

Since December 1990 counts have been made bét}éveen one and five times per month;with a count
on average every ten days. The birds are easy to count as they roost in a loose flock (occasionally
more than one flock) on flat, eastly accessible rock plaiforms.

Most visits were made in the early mommgs (8-10 am.) for persoral convenience, but also
because flocks were least disturbed by peoplé (dnd dobs) dt thuf time. Weather and tide height
were also recorded. o

Resulty

The results of the counts, from Decembér 1990 to August 1994, are plotted in the accompanying
graph,

Individual counts ranged from nif to a massive 426 on 27th. May 1993. Except during the winter,
when fiumbers were conms‘tmﬂy low, totals welre typmn‘lly 20-100. However, more than 100 birds
were-counted on 14, occasions, four of these being in a prolonged pcnod of‘ hlgh numbe!&
(maximuin 340) from mid- October 10 mlanovcmber 1991. o L

The pattern of numbers was broadly similar for all four years, Numbers were 1ow i I)wembm
and the first half of January, when most of the fully mature birds would be breeding and therefore
foraging closer to their colonies. The nearest breeding site, Mud Isfand, is 40 kms, from Ricketts
Point. Birds present at this time were in noticably poor plumage and were presumably one year
old {maybe some two year olds also). Banding has shown a tendency for one year old birds o
return towards their natal area, even though they do not breed until later years.:

Nunbers started to build up in late January and remained at a higker level (averaging around 50)
until the end of April (May in 1992 and 1993). Actual numbers fluctuated quite markediy but it
was not possible to determine synchronised peaks associated, for example, with an initial dispersal
of local (Mud Jstand) breeding birds and 4 later through passage of birds from South Australian
-breeding colonies (which banding has shown to occur commonly at Rickett's Point from February
to April). Many birds banded at Mud Istand as chicks were seen and it is likely that these would
have been the first to arrive at Rickett's Point but there is clearly a big overlap in the migration and
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departure periods for thess two populations,

The low nunibers over the winter period were maintained through unii the very end of August ot
early September. Thit is consisient with banding results which show that the majority of Crested
Terns from southern Australia move to the northern New South Wales coast at that time of year,

The spring build up of returning birds occurred in September and October (to early November
in 1991). There is a slight suggestion of two peaks, which might correspond to Victorian
breeding birds returning first, followed by birds on passage to South Australia, but this would have
to be tested by reading band numbers. (This can be done with a telescope and patience!)
Courtship feeding and copulation were observed in Ociober and November,

The effect of tide height and weather has not yet been analysed. However the general impression
was that more birds were present at the roosts when the tide was low (more roosting area?). and
when the weather was calm and sunny (easy feeding, thus more ime to roost?}.

Conclusions

The pattern of numbers of Crested Terns observed at Rickett's Point correlates well with the
annual movement cycle determinad from banding. It was not possible however to determine
differences (if any) between the timinig of occurrence of birds from the Victorian and South
Austrafian breeding populations. This will have to be exanuned by a comprehensive band-reading
programme. A continuation of the counting programine is also desirable 1o further examine its
censistency and the level of annual varfation.
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RARE AND UNCOMMON WADERS TN VICTORIA UPDATE ONE
Jeff Campbell

Since the first report on rare and uncommon waders in Vicioria (VWSG Bulletin Number 14)
only two reports have appeared in the literature, both aew species for the state.

Annotated List

Spotted Redshank Tringa ervthropus

A gingle bird first seen by Aidan Sudbury at the South East Purification Plant (Mslbourne

regiony on 14 March 1992, The bird was subsequently seen at the same location and at the

nearby disused Frankston Sewage Works by many others unti last sighted on 29 May 1992
Carter & Sudbury 1993),

stile Sandniper Micropalama himantopus

A single bird first seen by Fred Smith and Fred Anderson at ihe Avalon Saltworks (Geelong

region) on 8 December 1990, The bird was last seen on 3 March 1991 at the same site after

having been observed by many others there and briefly at the Werribee Scwage Farm (Swith
1992).
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AM OBSERVATION OF BAR-TAILED GODWITS MIGRATING OVER VICTORIA
Danny Rogers, Minks Road, St Andrews, Victoria 3761

On the evening of 14 Mar. 1994 T was spotlighting outside my home on Ninks Rd., near Kinglake,
Victoria (37°32'8 145°20'E). This blind-ending road is lined by a series of smail hobby farms,
surrounded in turm by the tall encalypt forests of Kinglake National Park. The only wader on
the backyard list of about 135 species is Masked Lapwing, and even that 15 uncommon locally,
about 60 km from the nearest stretch of coastline, 400 m above sea level and with no nearby
wetlands, Ninks Rd. cannot be described as good wader habitat,  Accordingly 1was rather
surprised to hear waders flying overhead at about 8:30-9:00 pm, sounding very like Bar-tailed
Godwits (Limosa tapponica). The night was cool, dark and rather overcast, with a slight to
moderate, south to south-westerly breeze, T 'verbalised' the calls at the time as a vather nasal,
deep and brief single-note “tyup', or double note "tirrup’, and was never sure if these call notes
differed, or whether 1 sowetimes failed to hear the first syllable of a two-note call. At least
two individuals (and probably more) were involved. Perhaps 20 of these call-notes were heard
as the group of birds approached from  the south and passed directly overhead on their way north
towards the Kinglake Pass, which is 540-560 m above sea level. They were apparently flying
direct and fast, as the calls were only audible for a couple of minutes. Calls tended to be
grouped; one call would inmnediately be answered by another call or two before another
brief period of silence followed. The calls sounded rather distant and despite scanning with
my spotiight, T was unable to see the birds as they passed overhead. Visibility en the ground
suggested thai the spotlight would have picked up any birds flying lower than about 100m
overhead. No worthwhile sstimaie of flying height could be made but it may worth noting that
a Southern Boobook (Ninox novaeseelandiae) calling at the same iime scunded louder than the
passing waders, yet turned out to be about 400m away.

At the iime, [ identified the calls as being Aight calls fromn Bar-tailed Godwits, Shortly
afterwards I lisiened to a published recording of their calls (Buckingham and Jackson 1987),
which corresponded well with the calls T hiad just heard. Flight calls of Bar-tailed Godwits are
verbalised as a low, barking "kirmue' or “yak' in some published literature (e.g. Cramp and
Simmong 1983), which is not seriously incoasistent with my verbalisation of the call. However,
this identification can not be considered certain (though 1 am sure I was listening to some sort
of scolopacid wader), Alihough I often heard flight calls of Bar-tailed Godwits in north-west
Ausiralia in March/April 1991, T had not listened closely 1o them since, It is worth noting that
the calls, while similar o what T regard as the typical flight calls of Bar-tailed Godwiis, did not
correspond with the harsher and more staccato notes I have heard from flocks of Bar-tailed
Godwits in wheeling flights  imimediately before migratory departure.

Given the nature of local habitat, it seems that these waders must have been in transtt. It is
likely that they were onnorthwards migration (mid-March is the middle of departure time for
Victorian Bar-talled Godwits, Lane 1987), and that 1 was heating contact calls which helped
to keep a flock together in the dark. I would guess that they had departed at dusk, with a
following breeze, from coastal wetlands in Port Phillly or Westernport Bays. Unfortunately
i id not record the exact thoe of observation and am unable te speculate on the take-off point
of these birds. Banding data and Viciorian depariure weighis suggest that at least some

Bar-tailed Godwits fly non-stop from South-eastern Australia to mainland Asia (Barter & Hou
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1990; Higgiris in prep.) but there appear to be no previoys published observations of Bar-ailed
Godwits passing overland through Australia while on northwards migration,

The lteraturs searches undertaken for the Movements sections of HANZAR (Marchant &
Higpins 1993; Higgins in prep.) have revealed a surprising shortage of published observations
of wader migration fiom southern Ausiralia (M, Weston, pers. comm.). 1am not aware of any
published observations of dusk migration departures from coastal wetlands of Victoria,
although in other parts of the wotld, such departures are generally easy {and thoroughly
impressive) to watch. In Mauritania and Norih-west Ausiralia, systematic observations of
migratory departures have yielded a good deal of information on migration routes and the ways
in which waders exploit favourable wind conditions (e.g. Lane and Jessop 1985; Piersma et al.
1990; Tulp ef al. in press). Still more surprising is the paucity of published observations of waders
mwigrating overland in southern Australia. Migrating waders often call in flight, and their calls carry
a long way (Alerstata 1990); overseas, records of calling, migrating waders have been useful in
establishing migratory routes and timing (e.g. Cramp & Simmons 1983). The suburbs of
Melbourne lie to the north of some fabulous coastal wetlands and presumably Iie in the path of
some mugrating waders - yet litfle has been published since Eastern Curlews were heard
migrating over Cranbourne in March 1909 (Bhepherd 1909). Listening for wmigrating waders
could be well worthwhile for Melbourne-based wader enthusiasts who fancy alitile backyard
birding in the evenings of late summer and autumn, Even if the waders heard can not be
identified o species, they may tell us something about the routes, flying altitudes and weather
conditions used by Victorian waders at the start of their long journey north. 1 am grateful to Mike
‘Weston for his coraments on an eardier draft of this note.
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THE AWSG 1994 NORT {1 WEET AUSTRALIA W Aﬂi REXPEDITION
Rosalind Jessop, PC Box 97, Cowes. 3922,

The 1994 visit to study waders in the Broome/80 Mile Beach/Port Hedland Saliworks
region (the 15th expedition since 1981) was a gruelling experience but a great success.
It was the first to cover the complete period of nerthward migration and was double the
length of any pervious expedition (1 March to 30 April). Participants came from Australia
(18), United Kingdom (7), Canada (2), Gerinany {2), South Korea {2}, fapan (1), Mew
Zealand (1), and TUSA (1),

Banding

A total of 6,105 waders and 151 terns were caught in 39 cannon-net and 15 mist-nei
catches. Totals for each location were:

Broome/Roebuck Plaing 3,646 (30 catch days)
Eighty Mile Beach/Anna Plains 2,141 (19 catch days}
Port Hedland Saltwaorks 318 (3 cateh days)

These totals include 36 species of waders (1 in 6 of the world’s species) - a record for MW -
Australia expeditions. Almost all birds were yeRow leg-flagged.

Top species were Bar-tailed Godwit (1,196), Great Knot (969) and Large Sand-plover
(722). Pintail Snipe {1) and Australian Praiincole (4) were the first banded by NW
Australia expeditions,

The extended nature of the exps dl*t’)n enabled the rate of weighi gain leading up to the
point of departure on migration to be de‘rermmed for a number of species. Rates of
weight increase of up to 3% per day were recorded though 1-2% per day was more
typical. Estimated departure weights were 4&80% abovs fat free weight depending on
Species,

The proportion of juveniles in the caiches was 10~15% indicating that 1993 had been a
moderately good year for breeding widers in the northern heroisphers.

Two Curlew ‘%‘anqmﬂ from Hong Kong were caught (Broome and Port Hedland
Saltworks) and an orange leg-flagged Red-necked Stint from Victoria (at Broome). In
addition two orange leg-flagged Red-necked Stints (ephemeral wetland, Auna Plains) and
a Curlew Sandpiper (Port Hedland) were seen providing the firmest evidence so far that
some of the waders from SE Australid return via NW Australia in mid/late April,

Visible migration
Watches for birds departing on northward migration were made throughout the period at

Broome and oppertunistically at 80 Mile Beach and Port Hedland Saltworks, Some
19,326 birds were seen depatting in 285 flocks from Broome, 12,674 in 122 flocks fiorm



80 iile Bench and 207 in 8 fiocks from Port Hedland Saliworks. The peak of departures
occurted 10 the first two weeks of April. However the main departure of (reat Knot
occuryed on March 21-24, many Large Sand-plovers went in the last week of March,
whilst Red-necked Stint, Grey-tailed Tattler and Terek Sandpiper migration continued
almost uniil the end of April.

Following the large migration of Great Knot on March 21-24 three birds with yellow leg-
flags were seen in Hong Kong on March 26-27. These birds would noimally have been
expected to reach Shanghal in China in one flight (5,400km) but were ihought to have
been forced to land prematurely by an unseasonal monsoon. Two yellow leg-flagged Bar-
tailed Godwit were seen in South Korea on Apiil 26 - our firsi in that country.

Connts

Counts were made at Rosbuck Bay, Broome (Crab Cieek to Dampier Creek - 22,600 and
Rush Point/Sandy Point - 38,669) and 80 Mile Beach (0-15km south from Anna Plains
Station - 38,508) before migration commencad. Bush Peint (18,441) was also counted
after migration had virtually ceased. Port Hedland Saltworks was counted in mid-April
{19,807).

Highlights included:

at least 145 Asiatic Dowitchers at Pout Hedland Saliworks
350 Eastern Curlew at Bush Point on Apirt 27
800 Litile Tern at Bush Point on April 27 {one of the largest flocks recorded in Australia).

Also of note was the lack of Qriental Plovers at 80 Mile Beach {10) compared with the
count for the same period in 1993 (14,073),

Other activivies

Prof Allan Baker and Mark Peck from Toronio University, Canada collected blood
saraples for DNA analysis. They are the leading world experts on DNA classification of
waders and the use of this process for assisting in the delineation of migratory movemenis.

Johm Curran, Regional Officer of the W.A. Department of Agricutivre collected 300 blood
satnples and/or cloacal swabs to look for avian borne viruses.

A few relaxing moments were stolen away from wader banding for the capture and
banding of 764 passerines of 44 species 10 help in the Broome Bird Observatory’s long
term study of passerines in the south-western Kimberley.

Looking ahead

Bookings are now open for the next major expedition in March/April 1996, Aims of this
expedition could be to fill in gaps in this year’s data and especially to target the banding
ofthe less frequently caught species (eg Black-tailed Godwit, Whimbiel, Greenshank as
well as the efusive Litile Curlew, Oriental Plover, Orien{al Pratincole and Fastern Curlew),
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AUSTRALASIAN WADER STUDY GROUP
EXPEDRITION TO N.W. AUSTRALIA
MARCH/APRIL 1994

CLIVE MINTON
Introduction

This was the fifteenth special visit to N W, Australia since 1981 to studv the waders (and terns) there
by counting, banding, colour flagging, photographing and recording migration {visible and/or by radar),
Ti was the first to cover the complete period of northern migration and was double the length of any
previous expedition.

The specific objectives of this expedition were substantially achieved. The results are summarized
below, with morve detail being provided in an Appendix.

The Team

Arn average of 10 people {range [2-20) was in the field for 61 days {March 1 1o April 30 inclusive).
Seven individuals were present, throughout the expedition. Participants came from Australia (18),
United Kingdom (7), Canada (2}, Germany (2), South Korea (2), Japan (1), New Zealand (1) and
U.S5.A. (1), Twelve people had been on previous MW, Australia expeditions,

The team size was smaller than the 20-25 persons on previous major expeditions, This was partly
vecause of logistical considerations (including lack of finance to hire vechiles to transport a larger
team) but also bacause of the extended nature of the fieldwork programme. On occasions the lower
number of experienced extractors of birds frora cannon-nets and mist-nets was a limitation on activities,

The wardens of Broome Bird Observatory (BB0), Jon Fallaw and Becky Haywood, were actively
involved throughtout the expadition and are now fully qualified for both caunon-net and mist-net
banding permits. This will enable them to continue wader, tern and passerine studies on an ongoing

basis.
Counting

Counis, were made at Roebuck Bay, Broome (Crab Creck to Dampier Creek (22,600) and Bush
Point/Sandy Point (38,669)) and 80 Mile Beach (0-15km south from Anna Plains Station (38,508)
before migration coramenced. Bush Point (18,441 ) was also counied aller migration had viriually
ceaged. Port Hedland Salt Works (19,807) was counted m mid-April |



Much useful information was collected. The most surprising results were:

(i) lack of Oriental Plover a 80 Mile Beach (I0) compar Ld with the count for the same period in 1993
(14,073)

(if) an increase in Eastern Curlew at Bush Point from 2 on March 2 to 350 on April 27. This suggests
an arrival of non-breeding overwintering birds s from elsewhere as this far exceeds even the normal
peak population in N.W, Australia. ‘

(itl) at least 145 Asiatic Dowitcher at Port Hedland %altwmku on Apri 10 before migration com-
menced. This is the largest munber recorded there,

(iv) 800 LittleTern at Bush point on Apiil 27, This must be one of the largest flocks recorded in
Australia.

Banding

Banding was carried out on most days except when the expedition was moving location. There were
39 cannon-net catches and 15 mist-net catches. A total of 6,105 waders and 151 terns were caught
: Broome/Roebuck Plains, 3646 waders (30 days); 80 Mile Beacl/Anna Plains, 21 41 waders (19 days);
Port Hedland Saftworks, 318 waders (3 days). This included 36 species of waders (1 tn 6 of the world's
species) - a record for NW. Australia expeditions. Almost all the birds caught were yeliow leg-
tflagged. :

Top species were Bar-tailed Godwii (1,196), Great Knot {969) and Large Sand-Plover (722). Saroples
of mare than 100 birds were caught for 12 species. Pintail Snipe (1) and Australian Pratincole (4)
were the first banded by N.W. Australia expediiions.

A particularly valuable aspect of the banding was that samples were obtained at weekly intervals over
the whole ning week period for most of the main study species. This enabled the pattern and rate of
weight gain before migration and during wigration to be determined. Rates of weight increase of up
to 3% per day were recorded though 1-2% per day was more typical. Estimated departure weights
were 40-80% above fat free weight, depending on species.

The proporiion of juvenile birds in ihe population of the reain species was measured before migration
commenced. In most species the figure was 10-15%, but in Large Sand-Plover it was twice this level.
There was also an indication that the proporiion of immature Bar-tailed Godwit at 30 Mile Beach was
twice the level on the Crab Creek to Dampier Creek beaches at Broome. Overall 1993 would appear
to have been a moderately good year for breeding success of waders from the northem hemisphere,

“'f'c-‘-°-{"ly 10% of the birds caught were retraps - or controls (547). Some of these dated back to the carly
1980's but many were recapiures of birds banded earlier on the expedition and thus provided much

useful data on weight/moult changes.

Two Curlew Sandpiper from Hong Kong were caught (Broome and Port Hedland Saliworks) and an

arange leg-flagped Red-necked Stint from Victoria (Broome). In addition two orange leg-flagged Red-



necked Stint {ephemeral wetland, Anna Plaing) and a Curlew Sandpiper (Port Hedland Saltworks) ware
seen providing the mosi firm evidence so far that some of the waders from $.E. Australia return vig
N.W. Ausiralia in mid/late April.

Disappointing aspects of the banding ware our inability to catch worthwhile samples of Bastern Cutlew
{no concentration on Broome beaches prier to migration), Little Curlew (few birds seen and no
concentration on pools on Roebuck Plaing or Anna Plaing) and Oriental Plover/Oriental Pratincole
{only moderate nurabers with no big concentrations on 80 Mile Beach). ¥t seems a 'good wet' n
Jampary/February 1994 allowed birds to disperse widely over northern (and central?) isJ.zs;tx'é!iﬂ..

Visible Migration

Watches for birds departing on northward migration were made throughout the period at Broome and
whenever an opporiunity arose at 80 Mile Beach and Port Hedland Saltworks. Observations at
Broome were made by BBO staff {particularly volunteer warden, Mary Vaoghan) when the expedition
wag away at other locations.

Overall 19,326 birds were seen depatting in 285 flocks. The peak of departures occurred in the first two
weeks of April. However the main departure of Great Koot occurred on March 21-24, wany Large
Sand-Plovers wext inn the last week of March) whilst Red-necked Stint, Grey-tailed Tatiler and Terek
Sandpiper migration continued alimost until the end of Apsil.

The expedition was successfl in observing for the first time, birds depariing from 80 Mile Beach and
Port Hedland Saltworks even although the geography is less suitable than Roebuck Bay for
concentrating flight lines. The first fiock seen to depart from 80 Mile Beach was a massive 1,600 Great
Knot on March 24. Asian Dowitchers (114} were seen leaving Port Hedland Saltworks in three flocks
on April 10 and 12 as well as several paities of Broad-billed Saundpipers,

Tt 1s particularly exciting that foliowing the large migration of Great Knot on March 21-24 three birds
with yellow leg-flags were seen in Hong Kong on March 26-27. These birds would normally have been
expected to reach Shanghai in China in the one flight {5,500k but were thought to have veen foreed
to land prematurely by an unseasonal N.E. monsoon. Two yellow-flagged Bartailed Godwit were seen
in South Korea on 26th April (our first in that country). Knowledge of when each species was leaving
enabled caiches of several species to be itmed to coincide so that departure weights could be esttimated.
On three occasions the team was actually sitting on the beach banding a good sample of a species as
tincks of that same species {once Red Kanot, once Bar-tuled Godwit and once Grey-iailed Tattler) were
taking off and migrating,

A separate paper s now i preparation covering observations of migratory departures from NW.
Australia in 1993 and 1994,
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B.DLA,

The team was joined for two weeks in March by Prof. Allan Baker and Mark Peck from Toronto
University, Canada. They are the leading world experts on DINA ciassification of waders and the use
of this process for assisting in the delineation of migratory movements. They were able to collect blood
samples of 27 species of wader {plus some tern and other species). Team member Sarah Sarrailhe
continued the worlk on their behalf after they had returned to Canada and this brought their wader
species count 1o 35,

The results of the DMNA analyses will be reported in due course in a future Australasian Wader Study
Group Bulletin (and elsewhere). '

Avian Borae Viruses

Birds are known 10 be carrders of various diseases and interest has for some time centered on whether
tong distance migranis such as waders are veciors for bringing Infections into Australia,

John Curran, Regional Officer of the WA, Department of Agriculture, {(and also chairperson of the
Broome Bird Observatory Management Cornmittes) and two technical assistants joined the expedition
for a week in April and collected 300 further blood samples and/or cloacal swabs 10 look for avian
borne viruses. Previcus work (they coltected 500 samples in September/Ociober 1992) has shown
an exivemely low incidence of disease carrying in the waders in W.W. Australia Their particular
research relates to Avian Influenza and Newcastle Disease but their screening covers a wide range of
other pathogens.

A separate report on the results will be issued by John Curran once the analysis is complete (as in
1992).

Fhotography

Further series of phoiopraphs (colour prints) of waders in the hand were taken (by Donis Graham) to
assist the Royal Australasian Union (RAQU) "Handbook” team preparing plumage deseriptions for
each species. Samples were solected to cover the various ages and plumages encountered,

A mumber of pecple were also entombed in the Tattler Rocks Island photographic hide on the peak
spring tides with generally good results (ranging from 1 Commeoen Sandpiper for Thomas Puit to
Z000 mixed waders for Adnan Boyle).

Passerine Banding

Ag a 'relaxation’ from wader studies and as an aid to the long term study of passerines in northem
Austiralia being undertaken by the BBO, mist-netting passetines was undertaken whenever time
allowed at Broome {mangroves, pindan, bores) and Anna Plains (dune vegetation, ephemeral lakes,

bores} (led by Roz Jessop and Peter Collins).
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Altogether 764 birds of 44 species were banded and valuable data collected on ageing characteristics
mouli and other biornetrics (northern birds often smaller than their southern counterparis). Particularly
valuable were large samples of Diamond Doves {136), Vellow White-cyes (131) and Yellow-tinted
Honeyeaters (96} which were breeding or had just complated Lreeding giving good mixed age
cafches,

Daily Log

The usual daily log of all birds seen was kept by the BBO wardens. Fov the first time this process was
extended to 80 Mile Beach/Anna Plaing.

A mumber of species was seen outside their Atlas range including some which were breeding. The
bcnef its of a good wet season were extremely apparent &y eryvshere. Highlights were a Letter-winged

Kite present at Anng Plains throughout our visits and the large numbers of White-winged Fairy
Wrui's breeding there, with some of the males almost as black as the Barrow Island race {paper being
prepared by Peter Colling),  TFive new s,pea,:e? were added io the BBO list (Pied Heron, Black Tern,
Great Cormorant, Pintail Snipe and White-winged Fairy-wren. Qwerall 200 species were seen during
_the 9 weeks in N.W. Australia (there are 270 on the Broome bird hst).

Finances

Accounts are not vet complete but the expedition is expected to turn out better than the budgeted
'break-even' positition. This satisfactory slivation is due to several generous douations assisting with
the huge vehicle hire, fuel and other operating costs. Expedition participanis also contributed $100
per week (up to a maximum $300 per person) towards transportation costs and loput $16 per day to
cover food and ancillary costs. They also paid their own travel costs to and from Brooms and
camping/unit/chaiet fees at BBO.

As on previous cxpeditions considerable equipment was left at Broome for use by BBO and future
expeoditions, This included the swali Viciordan Wu; er Study Group cannon net set and powder/fuses
to last tor a least two years).

Tie Future

Although there has been a huge generation of information since wader studies commencad in MN.W.
Australia thirieen years ago there is sfiil a vast araount further to be leamed. In particular it is the only
place in Australia where many of the speciss of waders occurring in Australia are being studied.

1t is intended that monitoring by counting {twice per aunum ) and banding, {twice per month) be
continued by the BBO wardens under the grant/sontract from the Australian Nature Conservation
Agency} which is now in its second year of operation. There will always be a need however for this
to be supplemented by periodic visits of larger teams, Eurmg which much larger goals can be targeted
and the important 80 Mile Mile Beach/Port Hedland Saliworks habitats sdequately covered,



wae ¥

Recently generated data will have to be analysed before scientific priorities can be assessed, For this
and other logistical/financial considerations & major expedition in 1995 seems unlikely at this stage
The probabie time for the next major expedition to N.W. Australia therefore seems to be March/April
1906. Aims could well be to fili in gaps in this year's data and in particular to target the banding of
frequently caught species (eg Black tailed Godwit, Whimbrel, Greenshank as well as the ever-sought
Lattle Curlew, Oriental Oriental Pratincole and Eastern Curlsw).
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FURTHER SICHTINGS OF LEG FLAGGED WADERS AND TERNS FROM VICTRRIA,

Repord Mo, 2.

Clive inton, 163 Dalgeity Road, Beaumaris, 3193, Australia. (Tel. 61-03-589490! Home).

Listed below are reports of ovange lep-flagged waders notified since the comprshensive list publshed in the {ast VWSG
Bultetin (December 1993). All sightings away fom the banding aress (coastal Victoria - see last Bulletin) are incloded.
Appropriate comments are made betow the reports for each species

For background to the cotour flagging programme please see last year’s reporl. No new total of leg-flagged birds for
each species has been compiled (this will be done for the 1995 report) but the overall total for Victoria had probably

reached around 17,000 by mid 1994,

Please continue to report all sightings of leg flagged waders (away from the normal banding sites in Yictoria) to either
the Auslralian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme, PO Box 8, Canbeirs.

Ruddy Turasions

DDATE LOCATION FINDER
08/08/93 Nikkou River, Fujimae, Nagoya-Shi, Aichi, per Japan Banding Office

Japan (35° 05'N 136" 49°E)
H3-17/05/94  Mai Po, Hong Kony Paul Leadar

. These are the first overseas sightings of lag-flagged Ruddy Tumsione from Victoria. There have bean previous
recoveries in Tarwen and Papua New Guinea,

Large Sand Plover

LOCATION FINDER
07/05/94 Mai Po, Hong Kong [*aul Leader

(ne wonders wother this was the same individual as ssen in April 93 (see VWSG Bulletin Number 17, Decamber
1993}, Two of the three originally colour flagged in Corner Inlet 1n March 93 were recaplured there on 230d

January 94 (when a further five were banded and flagged).

Mongelizn Plover

DATE LOCATION FINDER
13/05/94 Mai Po, Hong Kong Paul Leader

Thiz is the first overseas sighting of & colour fagged Mongolian Plover froms Vietoria, it was possibly one of the
cight birds newly flagged in Comer Infel on 23 January 94, although it could have been one of 20 birds flagged in
garlier years, Theve has been one previous overseas recovery, near Shanghai in China.

Bed-nocked Avoest

- DATE LOCATION FINDIER
28/11/93 Werribee Sewerage Farm, Vic, Bob Swindley

The only Red-necked Avocets orange-flagged by the group were live at The Guedies on 17 Cctober /93, This bird had

thercfore moved ¢, 90km north westwards, at a time when the flock in Plonger Bay, Western Port was known to be
dispersing,
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Bar-talled Godwit

DATE LOCATION FINDER
30/01/94 Farewel! Spit, New Zaalnnd Willic Cook

Cotnpared to last year a dearth of sightings. The above could be the same bird which was recorded overwintering at
Farewell Spit in June 1993 (see VWS Bulletin Number 17, Decermber 1993).

Red Knot

DATE LOCATTON FINDFER

24710193 Manawaty Estuary, Mew Fealand Roger and Pam Slack
29/12/93 Karaka Strearu, Thames, New Zealand J. Visser

01/02/94 Karaka, Manukau Harbour, Mew Zealand (2) Tony Habraken
D1/03/94 Pollock Spit, Mamcau Harbour, B, Z. (3} Tony Habraken
04/03/94 Karaka, Manukan Harbrour, B, & Tony Habraken/T), Lawrie
10/04/94 Seagrove, M. & (2) Tony Habraken
Q10594 Miranda, Firth of Tharpes, N, 7. Tony Habraken
06/36/94 Miranda, Fieth of Thames, I, 2. Tony Fabralkern
30/01/91 Fovewsll Spit, T, 2. Willie Cook

25/02/94 10 Farewell Spit, I, Z. . Batiley

14/03/94

03/09/94 *Thornside, Brishane River, Qid. Asthur & Cheryl Kentes
10/09/94 ¥Lytton, Moreton Bay, Qld. Fiona Jehnson

10/09/94 *Fishermans Bend, Moreton Bay, Gld Peter Driscoll

160194 Price Salifiekds, Gulf of St Vincent, 8, A John Cox

*hese three birds are thought to be differeut individuals
Yot more evidencs of the strong Hok between the Red Koot populations in New Zealand and Australia (particutarly
Victoria}., Together with the vecoveries these sightings suggest that Red Knot may be less faithiful to their

summering areas than most other migrant waders.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper

TDATE TLOCATION FINDER

00/11/93 Lake Me Larty, WA, per Mike Bamiord
14402194 Swagn River, Perth, WA per Mike Bamford
21A3/94 Lake Martm, Cundare Pool, Vie. Phitip Da Guesclin
13/02/93 Lake Goldsmith, Vio. (2) Murcay Grant
27102/93 Lake Goidsmith, Vie, Murray Grant
14/09/93 Lake Goldsmith, Vie, Murray Grant

A nics serles of sightings from a species which has not been heavily banded by the VWEG in recent years. The reports
7 Australia show just iow much variation may exist between the non-breeding areas visited by ey individual
i different years.
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Red-pecked Sint

DATE

30/08/94
14/04/94
07/05/94
13/05/94
15/05/94
17/05/94

06/05/94
07/05/94

17/05/93

01/08/93

05/09/93

31/03/93
19/05/94

23/04/94

24/05/94
26/05/94
05/06/94

11/09/94
11/09/94

04/12/93
16/01/94
26/02/94
04/3/94
25/G3/94

03/01/94

05/33/94
26/03/94

06/03794
16/04/94
29/04/94
29/10/93
06/03/93
08/03/93
3G/08/93
05/02/94

LOCATION

Mal Po, Hoeng Kong
Mai Po, Hong Kong
Mai Po, Houg Koag
Mai Po, Hong Kong
Mai Po, Hong Kong
Mat Po, Hsug Kong

Tsim Fei Tsui, Hong Kong
Tsim Bel Tsul, Hong Kong

Nikhou River, Nagoya-Shi, Aichi, dapae,

357 05N 136" 49F
Kanazawa-Shi, Ishihewa, Sapaw,
36" 37N 136° 37

Bahai River, Toyohashi-Shy, Adchu, Japan,

3TN 13720

So3-Trao, Tainan, Talwan (2)
Szu-Tsao, Tainmm, Tabwan

Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach, W.A. (2 birds in flock of 30 on

inland pool)

Byre Bird Observatory, WA,
Eyre Bird Chyervatory, WA,
Eyre Bird Observatory, W.A.

Cairns, Qid.
Long Reef, Sydney, N.5.W.

Dry Cresk Saltfields, 5.A.
Dy Creek Salifields, 5.4,
Dry Cresk Salifields, S.A. {2)
Diry Creek Saitfields, $.A.
Dry Creek Saltfields, S.A. (3)

rice Saliflelds, Gulf 5t Vinecent, 5.A.

Lake Alexandring, S.A.
Lake Bonney, Millicent, 3.A.

Lake Ranforly, Mildura, Vie. {(Z)
Lake Ranfurly, Milducs, Vie.
Lake Ranfurly, Mildura, Vic.
Discovery Bay, Vic.

Lake Goldsmith, Vic.

Lake Goldsmith, Vie.

Lake Coldsmith, Vic.

Lake Goldsmith, Vie,
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Geofl Carey

P. Leader, M. Heindal
P. Leader

P. Leader

P. Leader

P. Leader

M. Heindal
R, Lewthwaite

per Japan Banding Office
per Japan Banding Office

per Japan Banding Office

per Tatwan Bandig Office
pey Taiwan Banding Office

Adrian Boyle,Clive Minton, Roz
Jessop et al

(ieorge and Rita Watline
George and Rita Watking
George and Rita Watking

Andrew Sinelair
Gerry Duane

John Cox
Johi Cox
John Cox
David Close
John Cox

Jobn Cox

David ClosefJohn Cox
Adrian Boyle

Adee Hawiin
Alec [Tawiin
Alec Flawtin
Martin Scehulz
Murcay Grant
Wurray CGrant
Mty Grant
Murray Giant



Another pood series of overseas and interstate sightings with a paticrn simitar to previous years (see YWSG Bulletin
17, December 1993), Most sightings in Hong Kong and Taiwan were on novihward migration whereas in Japan they
were on southward migration. Taterstate and nosthern Victorian records cefer to a mixture of bird behaviours:

(a) birds (in: breeding plumage) making stopovers on migration
(b birds which have changed their non-breeding areas from one year to the next
{e) wandering first year (non-breeding plumags) birds (April to Augusi)

Thits 1s the third year in the last Four that an orange flagged Red-necked Btint has turned up on the beaches at Hyre Bird
Observatary. It s possible that more than one bird was invelved in 1994, The April records in NW Australia, coupled
with the recaptuce of & third bird is the clearest evidencs yet that a propoeriien of the Vietorian population moves throngh
that area on northward iigration. 1t was established some years ago that it is an important stopover area on sonthward
migration for birds heading for south castern Australia.

Curlew Sandpiper

DATE LOCATION FINDER

02A0794 NE Taimyr, Bussia, Tundra Hcology 94 Expedition -
TP 10PN 111°23°1 N. Holmgren

01/04/93 Mai Po, Hlong Kong CreofT Carey

03/04/93 Mai PPo, Hong ¥ong Angus FHogg/DD, Clugston

15/04/93 Mai Po, Hong Kong Angus Fogg/D. Clugston

17/04/93 Mai Po, Hoag Keng Michael Leven

22/04/93 Mai Po, Hong onyg Paul Leader

23104793 Mai Po, Hong Kong Paul Leader

26/04/93 Mai Po, Hong Kong (2) Paul Leuder

29/04/93 Mai Po, Hong Kong (4) Paul Leader

3G/04/93 Mai Po, Hong Kong Peter Hopkin

(G2/05/93 Mai Po, Hong Kerg (2) Paul Leader

02-03/09/93  Cairas, QLld. A, Auderson/F. Harrison

09/04/94 Port Hedland Saltworks, WA, D Watkins

1104794 Port Hedlend Saltworks, WA, R. Jessop, P. Collins ct al
26/03/94 Lake Bonsey, Millicent, 3.A, Adrian Bovle
07/1193 Dry Creck Saltficlds, 5.4, John Cox

2193 Dy Creek Saltficlds, S.A. 1 Cox/T & 5. Bradley
16/01/94 Dy Creek Saltfields, S.4. (2) J. Cox

26102194 Dy Creek Salifields, 8.A. (2) J. Cox

06/03/94 Dyy Creek Saltficlds, 5.4, (2) J. Cox

05/12/93 Price Salifields, Gulf of St Vincent, S5.A. J Cox

FLHAO2/93 (Georgetown, Tasmania Ralph Cooper
14/09/93 Georgetown, Tastnaaia Raiph Cooper
14/02/94 CGeorgetown, Tasmanig Ralph Ceoper
22/11/93 Lake Goklsmith, Vic. Murray {rang
03/02/93 Lake Goldsmith, Vie. Murray Grant
Gt/01/94 Lake Goldsmith, Vie, Mureay Grant
02401794 Lake Goldsmith, Vic. Muray Grant
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The most exciting record was the male bind observed on its breeding grovnds m the NE Taimyr vegion of Russia
(approximately 13,000kn). There hes been a previous resapture of a-Victoria banded bird in the same region.

These indicate just how far westward some of the birds breed and the considerable overlap in breeding areas of birds
which travel to Africa and Australia.

This series of sightings futher confirms the pattem reportad it the last VWSG Bulletin (Number 17, December 1993),
The variety of movernents show a similar pattern, with sionlar explanations, to those of the Red-necked Stint sightings
(scc above). :

Sanderiing

DATE LOCATION FINDER

1HOT/94 Faddesvady Island, Mew Siberian Islands, Ruesia, 75° 25N Ake Lindstrem/Sieffan Bensch
144°25'F
07/08/93 Vutsy Estuary, Narastano-Sti, Chiba, Sagpan, per Japan banding office
358 4TN 130° 01
17/08/973 Saitozahi, Higashi-ky, Fulwoka-Shi, Japan, per Japan banding office
3P 39 130°21E
15/09/93 Loz, Wanatsuka-Machi, Kshoku-gur, lohikawae, Japan, 36°  per Japan banding office
45'N 136° 42'E
24857194 Miyogi Ken, Sendal, Japan, Tamotsu Numakata

387 01N 140° 548

13/11/93 Windong, Woolongong, N.5. W, Cirabam Barwell
05712493 Monuth of Fitzroy River, Vic, (2 of 27) Rob [Farnes
28/12/93 10km E. of Porlland, Vie. (4 of 27} Rob Farnes
02/11/93 Venus Bay, Vic. Martin Sehwlz

The excellent vate of sighting of orange leg agged Sandeorling has continued with Japan again being the dominan
locality oversens, This is in contrast to the recovery pattera of all other wader species from south eastern Australia
where mainland Asia seerns to be the focus for migration routes.

Most exeiding of ail however wag the finding of a fiagged Sanderling breeding on islands off the north coast of Russia.
This was at 75° N and is about 12,000km dus north of the banding areas. It is the frst Ausiralian banded Sanderling
to be reported i Russis.

Al these results of Sanderling have emanated from around 400 colour flagged birds marked at Corner Inlet, Killarney
Beach (Pott Fairy) or Canunda National Park (3.4.). The laiter (160 birds lagged on 29 November 93} is a departure
from the normal practice of using orange leg-flags only in Victoria. It was uadertaken because of the proven spread of
Vietorian birds into that aree (soe this and the 1993 Bulletin) and the desire not to utilise a fucher new colow i
Australia (theroby precluding others from using that colour elsewhere).

Common Tern

DATE LOCATION FINDER
2002794 Queenscliff, Vie. John Pratt

This orange-flagged bivd was in a group of 114 Comruon Terms. This is the furthest westward movement so far reported
of a Cormmon Tera banded ol Spermwhale Head, Lakes Mationa! Park (see VWSG Bulletin Mumber 17, December
1993, pp 39-40 for details of all previous recoveries),
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DATE

Sup 2 lai-
dMon 3 Jan

Sat 8 Jan

Sat 22 Jan-
Tue 25 Jan

Sat 29 Jan-
Sun 39 Jan

Mon 14 Teb-

Tue 15 Feb

Sun 0 Feb
Sat 5 Dddar
Sat 19 Mar
Sun 27 Mar
Sun 10 Aprit

Sun 24 April

sar 14 May

YVICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP
FIHLDWORK PROUGRAMME January - Decerber 1994

HIGH TIDE

PLACE & OBJECTIVES TIME HEIGHT (m)
Yallock Creek & Stockyard Point 16-55 2.6
Small waders 05-35 3.0
17.44 2.7
Queenscliff or NW, Swan Bay 07.49 1.4
Small waders
Corner Inlet 07.23 2.4
Red Knot 10 1o
09.08 2.2
Pomt Wilson, Spermawhale Head - -

Lales Mational Park
Common and Little Terns

Killarney Beach, Port Fairy i5.14 077

Sanderling and Turnstone 15.45 0.78

Werribee 8.1 08.56 0.84

Small waders 22.02 0.76
00,27 0.82

The Gurdies 18.50 3.0

Hastern Curlew

Tooradip 17.42 2.8

Creenshank :

Point Wilsen, Werribee S.F. 14.22 0.76

Golden Plover '

Wergibee §.F. 14.54 0.8

Pied Oystercatchers

Stockyard Poirg 10.24 2.5

Pied Gystercaichers

Barry Beach 15.16 2.4

Pied and Socty Ovstercatchers
i

o
Lo



Sun 22 May Wertibee §.F 11.04 0.3
Pied Oystercatchers

mat 11 June Rhyl 4.40 2.9
Pied Oystercatchers

sun 12 June Queenschify {419 15
Over-wintering waders '

Sai @ July Fairhaven, French Island 13.20 2.7
Pied Qystercatchers

Sun 10 July Long island, Hastings 14,99 2.8
Pied Oystercaichers

Sat 13 Aug Batry Beach 1616 2.6
Pied and Sooty Oystercaichers

Sat 27 Aug The Gurdies 16.48 2.8
Lastern Curlew

Sat 3 Sept Ammual General Meeting 10.00am  10.00pm

Pat and Clive's house

Overnight camping is involved for ali the Tanuary and February dates, to take advantage of eatly
and/or late tides. In addition to the above, ad foc arrangements will be made if additional
opporiunities are perceived,

Sun 11 Sept The Gurdies/Stockyard Point 16,40 2.9
Eastern Curlew

Sat 8 Oct Yallock Creek/Stockyard Point 14.4 2.8
The Gurdies _ ' ‘ ‘

sun 9 Oct Eastern Curlew/ early arriving juvenile 15.34 2.8
BN Stint/Curlew Sandpipers

Sat 4 Nov Natlonal Hooded  Plover s_f;'émm

Sun 5 Nov Mike Weston - organisor - Ph. RAQOU (03) 882-26272

Sat 12 Nov Gueensclhifl & Swan Island/ {7 24% 1.4

‘ Swan Bay - Large waders/ 19.3b 1.2

sun 13 MNov Turnstone\small waders 08.14%* 1.3

*lat Port Phiflip Heads - 2 tws, later in Swan Bay]

Sat 26 MNov Inverloch 05.45 1.4
to Small waders/Eastern Curlew 1749 127
sun 27 Nov 06.272 1.4

ad



Sat 10 Dec Yallock Creek/Siockyard Pt/ 07.08

1o The Gurdies - Small waders 1926 2.6
Sun 11 Dec and Hasiern Curlew 07.45 2.9
Sun 18 Dec Wud Island
Crested Tern chicks
Tue 27 Dec Werribee Sewage Farm 0936 09
' Small waders and Golden Plover 22,19 0.8
Wed 28 Dec 10.15 09

In addition, ad hoc, sometimes mid-week, fleldwork will be arranged when recce information
reveais special opportunities eg. on Greenshauk, Golden Plover, Turnstone, Sanderling,

The team normally meets at the 'Ua,ndin%‘; site 5 hours before high tide. Overnight caraping is
invelved for the November and December dates in order to utlise good early moruing tides.

Please take the initiative and contact Clive Minton on the Monday/Tuesday
evening before each fieldwork to advise him whether or noi you are
participating,

CONTACTS

Clive Minton 589 - 4901 (H)

Ros Jessop {059) 52 - 1867 (M) (059) 52 - 1867 (F5)
Mark RBarter 303 - 3330 (}) 288 - 0252 (W)
Rosemary Davidson 802 - 8630 (XD O (8¥) 871 - 322 (Yanagkie)
Brenda Murlis 874 - 28060 (H

Jeff Cambell 568 - 2472 (i 5571564 (W)
Allan Clarke 723 - 3760 (H T - 6799 (W)
ira Savage {G52) 21 - 6233 (H)

fohn Dawson 787 - 2082 (F)

Mike Connor 850 - G048 (H)

Clive Minton's address - 165 Dalgetty Road, Beaumaris 3193



BULLETIN BOARD

Breeda Murls f=

Brenda, who has been treasurer and seeretary for no
less than 13 years - she took over in1981 - has found §
that ciremnsiances no longer permit her to continue. B
This is a sad loss from the ranks of office bearers.
Hers has been an onerous and timeconswning task,

Happily Brenda still hopes o teke part from time fo
time in fleldwork and recces. where her skills as a
Bander , her great experience and her companionship
will continue to enrich our activities in the field.

Al} s not lost as Rozemnary Davidson has agreed 1o take §
over. She deserves our support. Prompt payment of §
subsc ' ptlum 54 maJ or help. '

Baby Sitters Wanded s

Volunteers are noeded to keep waich over Hooded
Plover chicks during the breeding seasom on the
Mornington Peninsuls. Disturbance by both dogs and
people can be reduced by volunieers guarding the
newly-hatched chicks.

For more information please contact Malcolm Brows
on 959 85 1758
"SRR

B R A PR T e 0%

2ol

B o A

The well-healed Queensiand Wader Studies Group is
lasmehing a new research programme using radio
trackmg of Fasiern Cuvlew ia Moreton Bay.  With an
award of $10,000 fiom the Department of Environment
and Heritage they expeet to be able to buy 12 VEHF
transmitters and hamnesses, a receiver and aerials. It
may also be possible to bire & light airerail for tracking.
if the project 1z successtul the (FWSG hopes o extend
its reach by satellite tracking - which they believe has
ot been doie before.

RAOLY

sgcaped from 1ts rabbit ,A
warren in Mochee Ponds and i8 now @
settled in fine new guarters at 407
Riversdale Road, Hawthorn East where

The RACU has

it and its library and othe;
facilities will Dbe much more
accessible. The new telephone

number is 03 882 2622

Twe ways vou can hely with the Hooded Plover
Project!

1 Yo can participate in the national count this
year. The count will be beld on the weekend of the 5th
and 6th of November. Anyone interested in helping is §
asked to contact Mike Westor.

2. You can report any observation(s) you have of
Hooded Plovers away from the open ocean beaches
{e.g. on lakes, in inlets, up vivers ete.). This includes J
any observations vou have made in the past, so please
take the time and check your notebooks. Onee again §
you can phone or write the details to Mike Weston as §
goon as possible,

Mike can be contacted after hours on (03) 870-1586 or
you ean wrile to 28 Craig Road, Donvale 31 1 1, By §
helping in one or both of the above ways you will be
contributing fo e greater understanding of the Hooded 4
Plover and the probleras it faves, :

Mike Weston




Financiai

INcome

Subsoriplions $947.50

Sale of Bulistins $22.00

Doenations $27.60

Trading Tabie $48.20

Irtersst on Advantage

Saver Account 825,13

interest on

Tarm Depaosit 0544

Cash & Ohegues in

hand at 31.8.93 7232
Cash in Ban

ai 31.8.93 16955.88

Tarm Daposit

a1 31.8.93 2550.4%

B754.97

renda Murdis, Hon Treasure

Yictorian Wader 8tudy Group Inc

Statement -

{1050.00)

September 1st 1983 to July 3ist 1924

Expanditure

Frinting Butletinsg $514.00
Postage &ia9.10
Hiationesy $4.20
Trailer Licencn $11.00
Shadsoloth for

Covaring Material $190.50
Mew Radic 77T
Firing Box 250
incorporation Fee 29
Fusey 984

Eguipment & Repairs inc.
glue, sohvent, batieries

nliers, plastacine, grease
rope, natling camouflage

dowelling =ic. 3186.36

Bank Charges &

Governimeni Feas 25.03

Cash & Chegues in

hand at 31.7.94 34,80

Cash in Bank

at 31.7.24 449.92

Term Deposit

at 31.7.94 2000
TR

141000}

[174.80]

iz,
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111.00]

[336.00]
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