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SUBMMARY OF VW56 ACTIVITIES 1IN i5%0

1990 was an average year for VWSG. The catch total of 6,044 was slightly
below the 12-yesr average of 6,951, This was in fact due to the absence of
the main cannon netting equipment in NW Australla for most of March and April.
However we also falled to make the large summer catches at some locations in
February, and our success on Pled and Sooty Oystercatchers was lower than in
the previous year. The absence of a consistent wader roost on Sand Island,
Queenscliff - due to disturbance from sand dredging operations - also reduced
the variety and guantliy of waders caught there,

Nevertheless some important cmiches were mada. These included:-

# 133 Eastern Curlew in four separate caiches at the Gurdies - halfway
down ihe sastern side of Westernport., This 1s by far the best year
gver for this species and railses the previous grand total of 178 hy
70%.

& a further 100 Turnstones - in one catch - at Swan Island, Queenscliff.
This follows the 1039 caught there a year previously ®Nov 89) It
increrases the previous grand total of 275 by 35%.

# 245 Double-banded FPlover - mailnly at Queenscliff, the ongoing annual
productivity/survival rate monitoring site for this species.

# 120 Bar—-tailed Godwilts. These were Iin a mid-winter catch {June) of
MclLoughlins Beach, Corner Inlef,

¥ a catch of over 2,800 Red-necked Stints and Curlew Sandpipers at North
Spit, Werribee Sewage Farm, on 30 December. This included many
hundreds of retraps - some up 1o 12 years ago. This was the Group's

largest catch {and significantly larger than Intended!.

3 In contrast no Greenshank were caught, The site at Warneet used
successfully 1n 1988 & 89 has been disturbed by local housing
development and the roost abandoned. We ageln failed on Red Knot (only
seven caught). Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. (110} and Lesser Golden Plover
(13> were improvements on the previous year but not as high as desired.

The highlight of the recoveries reported during the year was the same bird
which was top of fhe list in 19839, It is our first ‘double journey recovery’
(except for Double-banded Plovers to/from New Zealand). The Turnstone banded
et Swan Island, Queenscliff on 18 HNovember 1983, and recaptured on migratlon
through Taiwan in April 1990, was caught back agailn at Queensclifi on 18
November 1990 - exactly one year after the original banding.

Othar recovery highlights included:~

¥ a Red Knot from Queenscliff caught for a second time in New Zealand
1t was at a different location to the flrst recapture.

# two Red-necked Stints in North Vietnam. These bilrds were obtalned from
a local hunter by Brett Lane, one of our members.



at Warribes SF. The
vie of  our Curlew

the capture of a Hongkong-banded Curlew
compliment was returned by Hongkong
Sandpipiers there 1in April 1591, This res Australian-
banded Curlew 3Sandplpers caughi af thea Po s\uwm Reserve on the
one night (out of 60 Curlew Sandplpers oa 1ghl that night),

Colour banding programmes again provided an effeciive sunp"@«*‘uaxr’s to normal
recovery metheds.  The orange leg-flagging of severs o palearctic
wadar providaed the hoped—for sightings of birds o bk,x"c,uhn hsla - a
Red—necked Stint and at least two Curlew ‘Sem:hip:m vt at Mal  Po,
Honglong during northward migration in April.  But an mpectad bomss was the
sighting of & colour-flagged Red-necked € Zealand -
the filrst proven movement of this specisa: Other
sightings of Red-necked Stints showed s in their
March/April migration (to South Australia &

1 spac

Bleswy

Sightings of colour-banded FPlad end  Sooty  Qystercsichers s ail
expactations with many individuals moving over 200ke (up to 400km) - along

the Victorian cosst into South Australla and across Bass Siralt dnto Tasmania.
Nearly every timz intepid beach walkers like Martin bSchulz Qiscovery Bay) and
Sir Edward Woodward (Port Falry) set forth they return with sightings of
calour-banded birds, It is not possible o discern soy real pattern in the
movements yet. A systematic search tor banded birds during the breeding
season in late 1991 will be mounted, following another good handing season In
Feb-July 1991,

The VW3G programme on terns also continuad in 1890-91. The colony of Crested
Terns ai Mud Island contlnued to grow (to 1,850 palrs) and l,’ t“;‘ chicks were
banded. Unfortunately the colony in Corner Inlet, off Mann's Beach, was washed
out (twice) by high tides this year and few (if any) chicks {ledged. The grass
on the hummock on which they previously unested grew ton thick - due to
fertllising by thelr droppings from prevlous years - forcing them to nest on
lower, less safe, sand hummocks. The Cagpilan T st T wWare  alseo
unsuccessfull for the same reason. Adult tern bu.ruum* at Spegrmvhala Head was
carriad out for the third year, although fewer Coamon Terns ware caught than
in Jan-Mar 1990, ’

The VWSG now has an extremely experienced core of wader banders, snabling 1t
to successfully cerry out an Intensive complex fieldwork programme throughout
the year (and to support studies elsewhere in Ausiralia and Asiald. Some 10 to
15 peopls are regulars (Ross Jessop and Ira Svage being the mosi outstanding),
but are supported by 20-30 others who coms whan they sre able to or when
there are urgent needs for additional halp. In }hasml with the flealdwork
Mark Barter continues to organise the analysis and publication of blorefric and
moulit data on a species by species basis, In dus cours when Clive Minton
retires) more nmnajor papers on the resulis of thas VLG flomg term study
programme will be produced. '

Meanwhile many thanks to everyone who has in so many different

ways to the success and enjoyment of VWSG ac

Clive Minton



RECOVERIES QF DANDED BIRDS

TURNSTONE

051-29700 Znd Year 18.11.89 Queensclifl
Recaptured 29.4.30 Szo-Tgao, TATWAN TZ244 km NNW
Recaptured 18.11.90 Quesnscliff 7244 km SSE

This is our first Ydoukle-journey® recovery for a palearctic
migrant. Caught on northward wmigration when passing Uthrough
Taiwan, it was recaptured at Queenscliff saxactly a vear after
original banding.

05115251 Juvenile 8.11.86 Queensclitr
Recaptured 23.2.89 Railpara Harbour, NZ 2631 wm B
Recaptured 3.11.90 Miranda, Firth of Thames, NZ
100 ki S8

This Red Knolt was recaptured for a secoond time in New Zealand, but
had changed estuaries.

RED-NECKED STINT

033-43127 Juvenile 20.2.88 Queenscliff
Killed - .3.90 Xuan Thay, N, VIETNAM 7626 km NNW

033-70187 Adult 19.2.89 Werribes $.F.
Killed ~ .3.80 Kuan Thuy, N. VIETNAM 7602 km NNW

033-658384 Adult 20.11.88 TInvarloch
Killed 12.5.90 Shanghai, CHINA 8117 km NNW

Three more valuvable overseas recovaries, The Dands from the two
birds 1n Vietnam were obtained fTrom a hunter by a VHSGE member
(Brett Lane} who was on & wader study wisib to North Vietnan.

<

CURLEW SANDPIPLR

NV 52467  Adult 25.8.90  Mai Po, HONG KONG
Recaptured 30.12.30 Warribes S5.F. 7445 km SSE

041-2525%7  Adult i8.1.87 Warribsge 5.1,
Recaptured 10.4.91 Mal Po, HONG KONG T445 km NNW

041~-60318 Adult 12.1.91 Yallock Cresk
Killed 10.5.91 Ying Kou, Lizoning, CHINA
5018 km N

The strong link betwess Yictovia and Hong Rong for Curlew
Sandpipers (and Red-necked Stints) is further evidenced by this
exchange of birds, David Melville captured three Australian-—
banded Curlew Sandpipers on the ons night (10 BApril) at Mai Po (a
Worid Wildlife ¥Fund Nature Reserve) - out of only &0 Curlew
Sandpipers caught {the other itwo had been Dbanded 1in N.W.
Australia) .
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08 1-BO739 Hestling 3, 18, 81
Seen 26, 08, 89 Hys 1%km SE

Ca1-37776 Hestling 30, 10, 83 N wverstone,
Soen 03, 02, 23 Corner {nlat 200km NE

01305641 Nestliag 14, 10, 84 Pt Yeland
Recaptured 03, 03, 80 Inverioch Y4km BE

48, 10,

khhapaured PRt E Gikm liw
O51-917%9 fleslling P70, B4 Fad Island
Bacapiurad LR CS B2 Tallock Greel Glim E

{(band nusber read on

Thess birds wore 8ll banded by olher ba I rte s
#d by V¥5G or iis members.

T
live bird in the field) or recaptor

Casplan Tern

091 -23323 Mestling 23, 12. 8% £
Found dead 13,01, 91 P

"\: ‘-ﬂ

i{ ¥Mann' s Beach Corner Inlat
raseyr 1, Qusensland 1, 54Bkm ME

This is Y¥5G's second Casplan Tern recovery on Fraser Isiesnd. Thers have now
boen four recoveries on the ceast of southern Quesnsiand and twe in northern
Hew Soputh Wales {rom chicks banded sf the colony on Box Dank, off Hoon's
Beach.

041-47340 Juvenile 05, 03, 89 Spermwbale Head, Lakes Naiional Park
Seen 16, 09, 88 Boat Harbour, HGY 530 @ NE

041-473414 Al 04, 03, B armwhale Head

Breeding 23,11, 80 Sydney Aivpori, NSH B43kn NE
04147332 Adult D4, 03, 88 Spermwhale Hend

Szan 065,02, 91 Botany Bay NS 544km NE

individual colowr baond
colony on the side of Sydnpey

Al the above bivds wmre veco
combinations, The bird m‘sﬁm ing @l
Alrport s pariiculary interesiing

Many cther birds coleour banded at Sperswha sesn in
subsaquent yescs by the Deperiment of Con wardens at
the Righy Island (Lakes Entrance) and Lake ¥§ard hraeﬂing colonles.
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Leg Tern

Ohicks banded at

Banded 21,12, 86
07163571 Found dead 14, 32, 91

f7

07176247  Seen 25
07 1-63281 @

o
i,

A

o ey

St
Py
3
[

Bapded 17.12. 88
O71-05424 Caught
& rolessed 7. 55
G71-95365 Found dead 28, %
07195592 Fomd dylng 06, 98
07155895 Caught
& relensad i3, i

{37 195852 Found dead S5, 14 i
071-41058 Seen 08, 01, % 3
G71-84111 Found dead 13,02, 80 F

D71-051497 ® 07, D4,
D731-95270 " 12, 08, 80
07195318 ® G103, 91

I
e T

it

Note O71-9531% - & rare westerly

Banded 16. 12, 89

0719765 Found dead 12, 41
07204572 Found dying 0% 02, %0
07204479 Found dead 13,62, 850
G72—-04375 = 16. 03, 20
Q7204407 u 18,03, 80
072~-G4A537 # 1%, 06, 30
07204053 Seen $7.07. 90
Q797605 Found dying 18, 100 80
067127551 Found dead 03,04, 81

. whmes
By My

Hote that Q7204572 had moved over
provably within 56 woeeks of {leds
wasiarly movessant.

Banded 15, 12, 20

73~ 14817 Foumnd desd (3,02, B
Q7214453 Found Injuraed 21, 04,93

i
G72-15483 Found dying 24,04, 8%
D72--05386 Found dead 18, 0%, 91 How W
072-15299 Found dylag 19, o5, 81 WE
072144583 Found injurad 11, 83, 21 ¥
(7215578 Found dead it OG5, 91 k2N




Chicks banded at Box Bank, off #ann®s Besch, Corner Inlet, have beon
recoveraed as follows: -

Banded 10.01. 88
071-83460 Found dead 13.09. 8% Sesworld, Gold Coast,
Queensl and 1, 332km  BE

This is ihe lopgest movemeni vel of a VHSG-boaded Crested Tern, and the
first recovery in Queensland,

Banded 24,12, 88
07197138 Caught

& released 23,00, BY off YVincentis, MNSY 52ikm HE
071-86811 Found dying 04, 07.89 Lakes Entrance 127km NE
071-96994 Found dead 13. 68, 89 Lake Tyers 136km NE
07156965 Caught

& releaged 27,09, 89 Beraagul, HSH Iikm NE
07197042 Found dying 08, 01,91 Cape Woolamal 129%m W
Hote 071-97042 -~ the only wesierly movement recorded so far of Crested Tern

chicks panded at Box Bank.

Banded 23, 12.89
07204890 Found dying 20, 06, S0 Evans Head, HSH i, 232km NE

Other Grested Tern regoverles

07201732 Chick 29, 11,80 Bicheng, Tesmania

Receptured) 0D, 03, 91 Sperawhale Head A38km N
07 1-96506 Chick 27,111,806 Bichenn, Tasmenia

Recaplured 16. 03. 91 Sperawhale Head 438km N

WADER BANDING TOTALS — VICTORIA - 1990

Pied Qystercatcher 56 36 92
Sooty Oystercatcher 14 2 16
Lesser Golden Plover 3 5 13
Doubla~banded Plover 140 103 245
Red--capped Plover 2 - 2
Ruddy Turnstone 30 70 100
Fastern Curlew 127 6 133
Bar-tailed Godwit 120 - 120
Red Knot 7 - 7
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1487 3 110
Red-necked Stint 2564 1395 3959
Curlew Sandpiper 919 3248 1247

4094 19590 6044
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ANNUAL WADER RBANDING 'TOTALS BY VHEGE IN VICTORIA

CALENDAR YEAR NEW RETRAPR TOTAL
1975 9
197% 616 4 620
1977 482 12 494
1978 1296 42 1338
1979 TAZE 486 7922
1980 6L21 1206 7327
1981 4561 869 5430
1982 3774 796 4570
1963 2875 6728 3503
1984 4272 1045 5317
1985 4073 1051 5124
1986 7144 2057 9201
1987 5350 1559 6909
1988 8019 2697 10716
1989 5437 1584 7021
1990 4094 1850 6044
Total catches in
Victoria to snd 1990 66559 15986 81545
Average annual total for 1979 to 1990 perviod of 6591.
LOCATION OF WADERS CAUGHT IN VICTORIA

To Dec 1989 15990 TOTAL
Werribeea 33314 2868 36182
Westernport 16305 1284 17589
Queenscliff/Pt Lonsdale 15110 1037 16147
Anderson Inlet (Inverloch) 5517 640 5157
Corner Inlet 3989 215 4204
Altona 537 - : 937
Bendigo (Sewage Farm) 143 - 143
Seaford Swamp 88 - 98
Mud Island 35 - 35
Geelong (Point Henry) 25 - 25
Seagpray (Lake Reeve) 18 - 18
Toowong 10 - 10

75501 6044 81545

Totals include 65,559 newly banded birds and 15,986 retraps of 31
spaecies



-8

VICTORIAN WADYR CATCHES

1975 7o 31 DECEMBER 1990

NEW RETRAP TOTAL
Pied Qystercatcher 576 228 804
Sooty Oystercatcher 82 & 88
Masked Tapwing 127 3 130
Grey Plover 72 5 78
Lesser Golden Plover 177 21 198
Red~kneed Dotterel 133 1 144
Hooded Plover 15 1 14
Mongolian Plover 66 4 70
Double-banded Plover 2820 915 3735
Large Sand Plover 16 1 17
Red-capped Plover 476 172 648
Black~fronted Plover 52 4 56
Black-winged Stilt 13 - 13
Red-necked Avccet 174 1 175
Ruddy Turnstone 279 96 375
Fastern Curlew 303 8 311
Whinbrel 1 - 1
Grey-tailed Tattler 33 1 34
Greenshank 893 19 112
Terek Sandpiper 22 1. 23
Latham’s Snipe 54 - 54
Bar-tailed Godwit 787 54 841
Red Knct 1221 96 1317
Great Knot 308 32 340
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 3819 129 3948
Little Stint 1 - 1
Red-necked Stint 408674 116409 52583
Long-toed Stint 1 - 1
Curlew Sandpiper 12843 2568 15411
Sanderling 20 - 20
Breoad-billed Sandpiper 1 - 1
31 Species 65559 15986 81545

In addition, the Group has been involved in handling a further
28,024 waders during Jjeoint operations with local groups in
other States. If these are included, the VWSGC has now been
involved in the catching of 109,56% waders.



MUMBERS GF WARERS “PROCESSED BY WHSL IH

VICTORIA [ CADH HONTY TO DECERHER 1990

Processing includes seasurirg wing length, 8211 length and/ev total head lengih {as appropriate)
and weight; also recording full detzils of primary feather aoult (if any). Sdditional sleg moult
has been gathered on soge birds which were not fully processed. The table below is wsad to plan
fieldwork, with the object of obtaininy useakle samples (preferably on at least 50 wirds) of data
far each sonth of the year for all the main wader study species.

N S e D T D L

fled Oystercatcher A 68 84 72 183 dgd UY 4% 4 & % 748
Soaty Oysteccatcher 2 S T A L B T - s - 2o
tasked Lapuing i I n - -1 - - - I U 129
Grey flover 14 i 3 S A A R - I 17
Lesser Golden Plover 9 30 { - - - - SO B ¥ B 180
led-kneed fotterel - 0 -~ 0 - & 1Y 16 2 8 22 - §43
Hopded flover T T - - - 13
Hongoilan Plover 44 O A ! - b6
Dosble-banded Plover - 1134 297 474 750 903 870 l - e - 3a%?
Large Sand Plover 4 - - | { .- - [ - 17
Red-capped Plover I 66 % U (92 74 41 18 4 Ll 10 39 411
Black-{ronted Plover - ! - -1 b 9 ? - 4 l 62
Black-winged Stiit - b - - - - - - 4 Vi | 13
Red-nacked fvocet 39 - S - -0 24 & b 174
Ruddy Turnstone ¥ O ¥ l - ISV Fot b 31
Eastern Curley - ! - 2245 SO S T 1 S ke
Hhimbiral .- - { - - !
Groy-tailed Tattler 24 - S § - - - 34
Gereanshank l - 7k - - - - - - - 3 - 113
Tersk Sandpiper f | - i 7 - - ! - i - 10 24
Lathas's Snipe 29 4 - - - - - - { 4 ] 6
Bar-tailed foduit EH I I l - 57 - 332 91 27 AT
Red Knot 125 63 56 3 72 & 73 -~ 0 &0 2% 174 {254
fireat Knot 94 l 3 - -4 SR U R R 11 V' 344
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 1050 499 93 /) - - - ¥ty 352 370 94 5683
Lit{le Stint - - - - - - - - i
Red-necked Stint 1320 &8Y 3400 1860 3L 23 A%H JUT 461 98A 2294 {890 142439
Long-toed Stint - - - - - - - - ! - - |
Curies Sandpiper 470 771 923 144 205 33 1AL 300 68 924 9% THY 834
Sanderling il T - - 1 &7 20
Broad-hilled Sandpiper - ! - - - - - - - - - - l

32998

The majority of the birds caught when the YHSG visited other Slales were also provessud
including 1327 birds caught in Tassania (Nov 1979), 820 Birds caught in South fustralia
(Feh 1960), 921 birds in New South Hales (Mar 1901) and 729936 birds iz Hestern Australia
{Aug/Sept 1981, Aug/Sept/Nov 1902, Oct/Hov 1983, Mar/fpr 1905, Rwg/Sent 1984, Har/fioe 1980
and Har/fpr 1990).
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STGHTINGS OF INDIVIDUALLY COLOUR-BANDED
PIED AND SCOTY OYSTERCATCHERS

The VWSG i1s now 1n the third year of a long term study of Pied
and Sooty Oystercatchers in Victoria. This 1is the Group’s
first intensive study of a "resident™ species of wader.

Greatest effort at present 1is concentrated on catching and
individually colour banding birds when they are present in
flocks, between late summer and late winter (Feb to early
Aug) . Birds are banded with the following codes:-

Left tarsus3 Colour bands,.

Red, crange, dark blue, yellow, dark green, light green, white
and black are the colours used. There are never two bands of
the same colour naext ©to eacn other in this individually
identifiable conbination, It is important to note the order
of the bands.

Right tarsusZ2 Colour bands (both the same colour) above the
metal band.
The colour indicates the banding location:-

Dark Blue - Werribee S.F.

Light Green - Queenscliff

Red - Stockyard Point

White ~ Hastings or Failrhaven
{French Island)

Orange - Phillip Island (Rhyll)

Dark Green - Inverloch

Yellow - Corner Inlet (Barry

Beach to Manns Beach/
McLoughlins Beach)

Some birds banded at Werribee S.F. have the band combinations
on the opposite legs to that indicated above.

Any bird for which the full combination of bands gan be
determined is then individually identifiable. it 1s, thus,
very lmportant indeed to try and record all the band colours.

Some observers have reported difficulties in being certain

about some band colours — especially in poor light conditions
and without a telescope. Dark blue, dark green and black can
be difficult to separate, as can red and orange. Ancther

problem is that some bands become stained (especially white
bands in Westernport Bay) and others fade (especially dark
blue which can sometimes look almost grey) .

In gspite of the above minor practical difficulties, there have
been a great many valuavle sightings of birds both at and away
from their original banding locations. Records of movements
of over 200 km are now quite regular.

A selection of some of the longer movements are shown below,
3o far, no clear pattern is emerging, other than the fact that
birds from all along the coast (as opposed to Jjust local
birds) move into the flocks in Westernport, Port Phillip Bay



and Corner Inlet. Whilst L1 - :
movement, with some bivds QOIHq or caught in successive
years at the same lozation, ve 13 a lot of apparantly
random winter-flogk wmovement ., One bkird banded at Queenscliff
was seen at Poxit Albert, Corner Inlet, only 15 days later - a
remarkably rapid 180 km Jdournay. In contrast, some birds
ramain bthroughout the year on bthe coasts, possibly even on
their breeding terrvitowi {(the successtful breeders or the
long~established palvs), without apparently going into a
flogk.

Ly some consistency in

Tt is planned to mount & @ajor s o of the Victorian
oastline (including the Bays and Corner Inlet) during the
breeding seascn in Oct-Dec 1931 to look for colour-banded
birds so that thelr br@ﬁdinq 1mcaclon can be related to theilr

previous (and subsequent) flo -

ey g

Pt A I S i

e e

i e SNSRI NE P

s bomt a hodnf

O ISTERC ATCHERS  FEED/AG o p j o Fhe
ywwdfykﬂg &AL g%QMJm )
mﬁﬁ ﬁ& vdj &1fﬁﬁw
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COLGUR BANDS  STATUS

{LEFT/RIGHT)

PIED BYSTERCATCHER

afyy

in flock
8/B

Faired

firpeding

Palred
w/0

faired
a/DGh6

In flock
YBik0/B8a

Paired
YBLG/RAa

[n flock

Paired
a/YyY

In $lock
a/88

Faired
a/Yy

T flock
a/d

Faired
r/LG

fn flock
p/Y

In flock

°

(RIGIHAL BAHDING/
RE-SIGHTING

Jan 1989 or before
24,10.9¢

1980 or before
14.4.90
29.12.90
14.1.91

9,391

.48

f.3.80
i5.4.90
30.12.91
S L9
16.3.9

15.5.480
16,5.9!

bho8.89
.49
19.5.91

20,5.89
7.4.90 .
19.5.91

Jan 1949 or tefore
1.12.9
195,91

1988 or belore

§9.5.91

dan 1989 or hefore
19.9.91

1988 or befors
7.4.91

1968 or betore
7.1.91

dan 1989 or hefore
7.1.91
17.1.91

PLACE

forner Inlet
Lake Tyars

Horvibee SF
Griféith Is., Port Fairy

Riy )1

Killarney Beach

A
£l

1

Inverioch

Ficanninie Ponds, Discovery Ray, 50

Merrihee SF
ar. Lake Hoabeong, Discovery Bay

L "

Stockyard Point

Gka & of Lake Hombeong, Biscovery Bay

Cerner Inlet

Tka € of Lake Roabeong; Discovery Bay
lka E of Lake Hombenng, Discovery Bay

Horrihee SF
IOk £ of Helsen, Discovery day

Corner Inlet
12ks £ of #Helson, Biscovery Bay

Herribee S
Discovery bay

Rueensciltf
Port Fairy

Corngr Tniet
Port Fairy

I

DISTANCE

120ka ME

210kn HSK

260ka H

420ka HNH

290%a ¥

IT0ka ¥

0ka WHH

300ke H
§70kn HNY
290ka ¥
210ke Y

210ka ¥

OBSERVER

Richard Ouen

S5ir Edward Woodward

k)
o
L]

5

Sir Edward Hoodeard

o

H

n

Kartin Schulz

Rartin Schulz

Hartin Schuiz

Hartin Schulz

a

flavtin Schulz
Rartin Schwlz
flartin Schulz
Hary Griffith

Mary Griffith



?/00a

g/l
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STCHTINGS OF ORSNGE LEG-FLAGGED WADERS

Since January 1990, orange PVC leg-flags have been put on wmany
of the palearctic waders caught In Victoria. The principal
purpose 1s to increase the number of sightings of such birds
on migration through Asia.

s

Several thousand waders have now been marked in this way, with
the flag on the tibla rather than the tarsus on most birds {(so
that it ig visible when the bird is standing in shallow
water) . Curlew Sandpipers and Red-necked Stints have szo far
f the birds marked, but in due course most

formed the bDulik o©f
species will be covarad.

1

Recause the orange leg-flag is not specific to a particular
banding site in Victoria, or to a particular date, it is only
possible to define U banding details of birds sighted
elsewhere as “"banded Victoria, January 1990 or subseqgueatly",
However for all movements oubside the state or overssas the
genaral distance and direction of movement can be identified.

Some Sing reports have already been veceived and
thay a: detalled bhalow,

Rednocked Stint

22.12.90

1 apva, Christochurch Kathlieen Harrison
18.4,981

Shelia Petch

10.3.81 St Kilda, Adelaide, SA John Cox

30.3.91 Tullakool, near Moulamein, NIW Phil Maher

2.4.973 PL Pinline, Kangaroco Is, S3SA Chris lLester
Lo.4.81 Lyre Bird Observatory, WA Gwen Goodreid
16.5.91 Mai Po, HONG KONG Wendy Young
26.5.91 Lake Eyre South, SA John Read

The report at Lake Elleswmere is the first recorded movement of
a Red-necked Stint between Australia and New Zealand (where
the species occurs in small numbers only) .

The sightings at Adelaide, Kangaroo Island and Eyre Bird
Observatory indicate a surprislingly strong westerly component
in the initial stage of the "northward” migration back to the
breeding grounds. I[n contrast the sighiting at Lake Eyre South

in late May was of a bird in neon-breeding plumage — presumably
a wandering first-year bird.

Within Vigtoria there have alsc been a number of sightings
away from banding sites. These include two birds at Lake
Murdeduke on 15 March %1 and one at Cundare Pool on 22 March
(both geen by George Appleby).



15

Curlew Sandplper

Thera were four sightings at Mal Po, HONG KONG, between 9 and
17 April 1990. The different positions recorded for the leg-
flag (2 sightings on tibia and 2 on tarsus) indicate that at
least two individuals were invcolved.

Sanderling

A bird observed by Martin Schulz on 19 May 1991 near Lake
Mombiong, Discovery Bay, had been banded on 2 March 1991 at
Killarney Beach. This represents a movement of 100 km WNW,
The bird was in a small flock of presumed i1immature non-
breeding birds.

This d1g the first recorded movement {albeit small) of a
Sanderling banded in Australia,

Clive Minton
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TERM-DBANDING 2% POLNY WILBON, SBPERMWHALE HEAD,
LAEKES WATIONAL PARK ON 2¢-28 JANUARY ANWND
9-40 HMARCH 199%1

INTRODUCTLL

Two visits were made to Pt Wilson to continue this
segmnent of the VWSE Tern study programme. They follow
gimilar vigits in the previous two years (zee Victorian
Wader Study Group Annual Reports for 1989 and 1990).

CATCHER

e diffdieult this year., Bicvds

1 onumbeaers (500+ Common Terns,
v voosting on the spit on days
emed much more wary of the
laged cannon nets. A higher
he First visit also made net
with a catch not being made

problems three useful catches, totalling
> made as detalled below. These contained
1y reacaptures of previously-banded birds as
well as incraasing the pool of banded/colour marked
birds. Additional valuable blometric and moult data was
also obtaine

In aplite of
181 bivds,
some interas

New Retrap/Control Total

bd
W
G

2871791 35
11

.
[

a5 2 485

g/3/91

59 &) 65

42 7 49
18 2 18
1 1

10/3/91

59 9 68

e oy o s
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RESULASE
Common Terns

The wmost Lntac esting aspect of the 113 Common Terns
caught was the low recapture rate of previously banded
birds (9 ultdﬂ = ;2 from 1989 and 7 from 1990).

The species 18 thought to be comparatively long-lived.
But with 531 birds caught in Jan/Mar 1990 and 101 in
Jan/Mar 1989 one would have expected a much higher retrap
rate given that the population estimate for the whole of
the Gippsland Lakes is only 1000-~1500,

The total populaticn may be higher -~ for example on 10
March 1991 wa observed nearly 1000 bkirds flying east past
P Wilson over only a 2-3 hour period. But the results
also suggest that it is not a 7closed’ population of
bilrds veturning to the same locality, and remaining

there, each year.

Evidence of mobllity comes from recaptures and sightings
of colour marked kirds moving the 120 km between Pt
Wilson and the "Corner Inlet" complex (between the SW end
of 90 Mile Beach and Wilsons Promontory). In addition to
exanples documented previously three birds colour marked
at Pt Wilson wera sighted In the same flock off Mann’s
Beach on 18th March 1991 - one frowm Jan/Mar 1989, one
from Jan/Mar 1990 and one from Jan/Mar 1991 | On 10th
February 1930 one was gean there which had been banded at
Pt Wilson only a month beforehand (on 13-14 January).

As yet there have baen no sightings of colour banded
birds els 2 in Australia or overseas. Reltraps have
shown that colour bands have survived well, with no
losses or fading. But te increase visibility ‘leg flags’
were used instead of bands in 1991 -~ orange being the
colour selected - and all new birds were marked in this
way.

Efforts will be wade in future years to obtain a better
estimate of the population present in the Gippsland
Lakes, as this ls probably the largest regular
concentration in Austiraiia. A greater effort to look for
colour marked bilrds elgewhere will also be enrourdged
aided by further banding and coleour marking at Pt Wils
(and possibly In "Corner Inleth),

Lititie Terns

A further 29 birds were caught to add to the 109 in 1990
and 131 in 1989,



s
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0f the four vetraps two were from 1989 and two from 1990.
On all of these the orange and yellow colour bands had
faded to near-whits (and had embrittled),as suspected
from some 1990 retracs and recent fleld observations,
confiruning thelwr unauitability for long term
identification purposes,

ALY birds caught in 1991 were therefore colour marked

with the wore durable and visible PVC leg flags - but

atill using the me colour coding combinations

dbiLmU@d in vious years. It 1s hoped this will
the value of marked birds in the

vraead at Lakes Entrance, etc, and are

the Department of Conservation and the

v colour banded bilrds were again

sites in the 1990-91 breeding season.

v ironment
obssrved

wnre intaruhanqo between populations
two further sightings in Sydney (see

: ca.Liez record) of birds colour
pande Both had bean banded as adults on
4th Mar One was part of a small colony which
br@d on iﬂe ded dunes adjacent to the airport runway on
Bay in Oot/Nov 1290, The other was seen in
P@hludry 1921 on the foreshore in Botany Bay.

1994

A nuaber of colour banded Little Terns were seen in the
"Corner Inlet” compiex in the period 18-23 March 1991 but
colour combilnations could not be obtained. It is hoped
that expansicn of the use of leg flags for colour marking
next sunmer will result in even more valuable sightings.

Drested Tarus

More
than
Ware

in the Pt Wilson area in Jan/Mar 1991
cime in the two previous years. 37
with 6 in 1990 and none in 1989%.

had been banded (by VWSG) as
in Port Phillip Bay in Dacember

i beeun banded as chicks on
Tasmania, in late November 1990.

Of the
chioks
1989,

Govarnow

These movemnants support the strong evidence of
the wigration of wany the Crasted Terns breeding in

South Australia, the coast of 5.E. Australia (and
ultimately up bhe st af Neﬂ South Wales).

CONCLUSTONS & COMMENDATIONS

Results to da nave begun to answer souwe of the initial
ques%jfﬂﬁ which the studies at Pt Wilson set out to

answer. But even more guestlions have been ralsed !




It is hoped thevefore that periodic banding of the terns
1 11 continua as an integral part of the

at Pt Wilson will
counpraehensive muﬂdy of terns throughout Victoria being
undertaken by the VWSG. The colour marking and data
collection will also continue in order to assist the
Department of Conservation and Envirenment in its studies
of Little Terns in particular and of the Gippsland Lakes
and Corner Inlet regions as a whole.

ACENOWLEDU RHENTE

The VWSG is again gi : to the Mational Parks and
Wildlife Service, the Department of Conservation and
Envivonment and all who participated in the fieldwork.

C D d" MINTON
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VI8ITE TO YCORNER INLRETY
i8-24 HARCH & 25-28 APRIL 19%%1

OBJECTIVES

The principal objectives of ecach visit were:

(a) March

To cateh samples of migranit palaearctic waders immediately prior to

departure for thelr northern breeding grounds. This was primarily
to obtain departure w01ghL data to compare with that of similar
speclas
Study Group Bxpeditions to the Broome/80 Mile Beach/Port Hedland
area in March/April of several recent years,

To cateh and coloar b*"
of a malor long term
containg around 300 O[%tDILdLFherS (at the time of the autumn
flocking) out of an cimated 1400 in Victorila, and is the largest
concentration in Aus lia (national population estimated at
10,000). The corresponding figures for Sooty Oystercatchers are
270 Corner Inlet/360 vVictoria/3,500 Australia.

o e
;.4..,

BACRGROUND

When comprehensive wader counting in Victoria commenced <,1980 it was
guickly apparvent that "Covner Inlet” (defined for these studies as the
whole of the intertidsl areas and islands between the end of 90 Mile
Beach - near McLoughlinfs Beach = and the true Corner Inlet of
Foster/Toora/%dcry Beach, =stc,) was an extremely important area for a
large number of speclies of waders. A recent analysis of count data
under a World Wildlife Fund sponsored study by the AWSG has shown that
there are ’‘nationally significant numbers’ of 13 species of waders in
Corner Inlet, rvanking it fourth in Australia for this combined measure
of species diversity/nunbers., The area has recently been declared a
Marine Coastal Park {(the Nooramunga MCP).

The VWSG have per*cﬂiﬂ“’ly attenpted to catch and band waders in Corner

leaving N.W. sustyalia, az determined by Australasian Wader

Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, the subject
dy by the VWSG. The "Corner Inlet® complex

Inlet, commoncinq in D mbaer 1979. BSoma success has been achieved, but

only aftur onsiderable physical effort, many faillures, and a fair
sprinkling of mishaps Most difficultlies have stemmed from inadeguate
and unreliable bo transport, compounded by the fickle and frequently
windy weather (with rirasponding rough seas and blown sand rendering
the nets inoperable). The last maﬁor banding visit, in 1982, was so
plagued by such problems that the island on which we mostly operated
(the easternmost complex, off Mann’s Beach) was sarcastically
named Dream Is 1 by the Rogers’ fanlly (we subsequently learned that
its local name is Three Hummock Island).




With Corner Inlebt holding the main populations of so many wader species
in Victoria the VWSG has long wished to mount a more concerted banding
study there, to complement the excellent series of summer and winter
count data now amassed. 7The recent offer of boat transport assistance
for this activity also (it has always been provided for all the counting
work) by the Depavtment of Conservation and Environment, plus the
acquisition of a slightly larger and more reliable boat by Clive Minton,
made a renewad attempt to carry out significant banding in Corner Inlet
feasible. The initial visits described here were directed at the
highest perceived priorities.

RESULTE

Catches were made on 4 out of 6 days in March, and on all three days
attempted in April (see full details attached). However, two of the
catches (on 18/3 and 26/4) were greatly reduced by wind-blown sand
preventing the net coming out properly and weather conditions were also
responsible for the faillure To catch on 20/3 or even to set the nets on
22/3.

Nevertheless valuable sanples of Bartalled Godwit, Red Knot, Rednecked
Stint and Turnstone were caught on the March visit (total of 391 birds)
and of both Pled and Sooty Oystercatchers (total 105 birds) in April.
In addition to banding and colour banding new birds, and obtaining
welght/moult/other biometric data, some valuable recaptures of
previously banded birds were made. These included some old birds going
back to 1278 and 19279, and some birds which had moved from other wader
locations in Victoria.

A detailed rasume of key results for the main species is given below.

(a) Bartalled Godwit

O0f the 54 Bartailed Godwits caught on 19/3 fifty were adult birds
carrying large quantities of premigratery fat deposits (the other
four were filrst year birds). The average weight of 31 females for
example was 540g (max. 630g). This is nearly 100g heavier than the
female Bartailed Godwits in N.W. Australia immediately prior to
departure and corvesponds to an addition of nearly 70% to the
estimated fat free weight of ¢.3209g.

This presumably means that the Corner Inlet Bartailed Godwits are
intending to make an even greater initial flight on their northward
migration thau the 5,500 km known to be covered by birds departing
from N.W. Australia. Theoretical calculations suggest that the
heaviest birds mnight even be able to cover the 8,000 km to Shanghai
in China (a known stopping off point for many waders from
Australia) in a single 4-5 day flight !!
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that a flock of 80 Bartailed Godwits was seen to
fon at 1700 hours on 23/3., Thelr departure
{compared with N.W. in ¥.W. Australia). There
following wind (as in N.W. Australia departures) and it
siognificant that the 23rd was the onset of the first
good weather conditions after several unsettled days. The timing
also su ' = psanple caught four days earlier probably

Coni: o olosse to thelr praferred departure
walaht,

ey e ey s e e e w g
ATV e s

Tt dm

Maroh cateh had been banded originally, as
ion of Covner Inlet in December 197%. At
18 the VWSG’s oldest Bartailled

was composed of lmmature birds, mainly in
the retrap was a bird in its second year
vionsg that some birds may not return to the
e First tine until their third yvear.

= 101 Red Knot caught at the MeoLoughlin’s
Dream Island on 21/3 were first year birds.

waz pecause all the adults had already
: or because this was a highly

» populatior Certainly there were some adult
o oin the EKnot flocks seen in preceeding days on
sland which first appeared three years ago in
batwaen Dream Island and Box Bank).

3,

swsible to check the main Knot voosts on

the
Unfo

Box Bank
There

Inlat
than

that the Mcloughlin’s Beach end of Corner
v area for the whole complex with a higher
5P voeung birds in some species. This was
1 Oystercatcher samples caugbht on 27-

| nroportion of young birds between
number of waders in Victoria -~ it is

ds opccupy the prime breeding sites and
ferentially foroed to less productive
le if in due course invertebrate and
could be carried out in various parts of

; arch already carried bands (and
been originally banded at Yallock Creek,
Y b ig an interesting, and varely
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The VWSG is extremely grateful for the invaluable agsistance of the
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equipment and people throughout both visits. In particular we would
like to thank Susan Taylor, whe made all the arrangements, and Darren
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CONSEREVING THE COASTAL SCENL

E. L. Jones

map of Ilodia, dated [719.
ramed. The girl in the shaop

Last year, overseas, 1 bought a smal
Back in Australia I went to aave it

1

tried to 1ngist that it should go into an ’antiqgued’ frame {(if the
verb 'to asntigque’ exists). She found it hard to understand that
one would put only reproductions in fake frawmes. iut we did agree

on one thing: the frame matters, almosl as much as the picture.

In this note [ want ©o urge that those of us 1n Victoria who
are interested in waders arve in danger of negleciing their setting
- the frame, in arguing this, my implicit comparisons are with
two overseas localities where | have watched waders gquite a lot
during the past few years, the New Jersey Shore and the Exe
Estuary in Devon. Tro woders bhere sre more exciting than here.
There is more migration, more variety, and more chance of spotting

e
rarities. Yel the scene 1s less appealing.

poth oi those areas are overcrowded. Parts are built up,
the waters full of boats, the beaches and flats made intolerable
by dogs, and the strandiines ankle-deep 1n litter. i do not want
to see the Victorian coastal marshes become as tawdry but they are
on the way down too, despite the far loweyr density of population
here. The odds are that although our smaller population produces
1tess disturbance and litter in absolute terms, 1t produces more
relatively, which doss not bode well for the future.

The first and biggest evesore, begaugse 1t 18 50 hara to roll
back, is indiscriminate development. Apparently, planuing
permigsions for houses are in the gift of shire councils, which
are often hungry for increased rateable values but demonstrably
care little for scenic values, As o result, p number of important
wader siltes 18 now subject to visual pollutlion of an excruciating
kind., It may be marvellous to live in a house the size of a motel
on a bluff overlooking a marsh but the spillover effents {(the
'negative externalities’) are considerable. Everyone else for
miles around has had stolen anyv sense or illusion of getting away
from it all to & passably natural environment. The oftfending
buildings obtrude into every view.

I am surprised as well as disappointed that Australians will
put up with this visusl sgualor, this bullding up ot the coastiine
inte a low densily Bricain. Perhops it is bercause of the big
country mystique, except that as far as coastsl wmarshes go,
Australia, or at any rate vVictoria, 1s not infinite. For example,
it is certainly not big enough to absorb without pain a seven-
storey hotel at Cowes.

There seemns no defence agsinst this sort of thing. One
major wader resort in Gippsland has a new gawwmill on 1%, besides
an oyvster farm established only during the last six or seven
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Shore fishermen are the worst. he broken bottles, beer cans, and
bitg of plastic which they leave are incredible. AU times we pick
our way through a little coastal slum at one of the places we
watch. Lt is also being stripped as the fishermen break up the
busheg for bonfires to stand around while they drink egually
incredible volumes of beer, as a preiude, as like as not, to
smashing the bottles. Parnaps one shouwld not expect better
behaviour from people who make a hobby of killing things, but I
have never, never seen birderyg littering. How can we change the
fishing culture?

Coping with all these problems is tricky, 1 particonlarly do
not want to be written off as = greenie, Keen to regulate econonwic
activity out of existence, I reject as hysterical most of what I
read in the nress rom that camp. {Therse are plenty of good
treatments of envirvonmental iss E :oonomisbys and an occasional
sound Journalist such as Fre Devine and Padraic McoGuiness in 1
Australian). Neverth , I do have a sense of petting the worst
of two rlds: on the one hand, & deluge of abgsurd demands that
the economy should shut down because the world is on the brink of
environmental disaster, and on the other little actually beilng
done to protect the epvironment wheve it matters Lo me, on ths
Victorian coasi.

3@

My preference i1s for a response which uses less regulation
and more market solutiong - a tariff for users of the coast which
reflects the average nulsance value of the activity and generates
the revenue to clean up tLhe mess,. Unfortunately almost no
conservationists have professional gualifications in economicgs,
even though what they deal with 1s simply an aspect of resource
allocation on which there is abundant technical work.

1 would alse like to see more education in natural history,
in which regard | {ind the Victorian school-teachers of my
acquaintance very lacking, for all the ’environmentalism’ the
vounger ones have picked up in college, They seem to thaink that
nature is ‘outl there’ in the Outback with Harry Butler and do not
so much as notice the lock of Cattle kEgrets flying past the
stafi-room window. By overgesas standards, the Victorian community
as a whole has a very low percentage of naturaiists and we have
failed to make our mark.

Most of all L wouid like to ses the consciousness of woder
watchers ralsed with respect to the megsthetic aspects of our
hobby. If L can goad a few people into toaking this seriously I
shall be well pleased. AL present what we do 1s & mixture of
stamp-collecting, sport and natural science. We need more poets,
more people from the humanities and social scilences. Wwe need to
contemplate and protect scenic values as well as the birds
themselves, not Just the picture but the frame. if we do not, in
a generation’s time some Victorisn wildlife artist willi be selling
his painting, 'Greenshank over beer can, with windsurfer (motel
behind) .’




A WALK OH 'THE BEACH
by Hugo Phnillipps

Thne hills oF souih 1npsiand were oncece covered with a tall forest
of Mountailn Az and other eucalypis thal exiended 1o the granite
peaks of Wilzon‘g Piromontory, Much of that Torest was eventually
cieared for ¢atile grazing and, when driving down from Melbourne
o the Prom early one Saturday morning in October, 1 paszsed
Lhaough  thiz ahaven landgeape of rolling nills, textured Dby +the
made hy cloven Nooves,

.
Ly e i
LI T

There are paioles and sirips of Honterey Cypiress, ubigulious along
the setiled Victorian coast, but virtually every large native itree
nas  beaen logt from the route to the Prom, Huge charred and
wesLhigT-Wworn ; can  be sesen  ocdcasgionally, along with the
infregueant Lyaefs grotesguely fhrlorn on the blealk sward.

The Prom has F battar Whan ihis, retaining & ¢over of original
vageltation, VED oy bushifires in the gariy 19508 Kllled many
large treez whosge sMelatal Dboleg stand asg pale sireaks above the
auprrounding regrowih,

Connecting the szghaved hills of South Gippsland and ithe wooded
granitse peaks of the Prom is ihe Yanakies Isthmus, a causeway of
serul-covared sand-dunes thrown up by ihe ocean and the wind in
the lazt few thousand vysars, My intention was to walk down ihe
west zide of the Yanakise Isthmus from Shallow Inlet to the mouth
of 1the Darby River, The distance was about elghteen Kilemetres,
almost entirely within the Wllson's Promontiory National Park. The
ocoasion  was the Victorian Hooded Plover Survey, which has Dbeen
teld every wwo yvears for the last ten, In order 1o monitor ihe
aumbears of an Interesgting little bhird,

5t S G, o8 T oy
e Hoodsed Pioverp

the ©o

an endemlic Australian shoreblird, found around

oF  soutiy stern and gsontith-western Auztralia. In ithe
SOUth~8A v lg condined almost entirely 1o ocgan hieaches where
1t negtz on the zand above the hilgn-itide mark, Total numpbers are
noet large, o e mora than Two or ithree thousand, 0Of these
probably lezs than & +thougand lilve 1in Victoria,

It is alsoe & Dird tha may e undergolng a gradual declins, The
beaches 1t 1livas Delng used increagingly by people. Along
ithe Coorong In Souith Auztralla il was ftound during an experimental
study that some ) Fomercent of egEgs were actually c¢rushed by

the wheels of recresatlonsl wvehicles, The uze of beaches by humans
and ;i alzo  cause disturbanceg 1o ithe plovers that
ailtows sdation by gullz and raveans,

S0, 1 thwought thnat the down Daryrby Beach would probably be one
of  ths betier pig the Victorian coasgt o ses Hoodlies,
After all, Daprby BHeach 13 withln a HNatlional Park, and most of it
iz free of any byt ¢occagional human activity. Indeed, on a
Saturday mornlng with magnificently sgsunny =pring weather, 1
encounteraed no pooeple a2t all until I reached +ihe Darby River

iesali,
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The tide was nigh but receding when 1 started, the beach flat and
increasingly broad, Within twenty minutes of the start 1 saw my
firsgt pair of Hoodles, beautiful pale grey birds with Dblack heads
wallkking down the sand from the hackK of the beach, They staved
together, scurrying faster as 1 appreoached, bhut not bothered
enough n take to ithe alr.

The palr ztoppaed at the edge of ithe water, where they formed a
social 1lure Tfor a siall flock of sparrow-sized Red-necKed Stints
which whealed and flashed In the morning sun before settling
begide +ihem, A litele furiher on a Ruddy Turnstone was picKing
small c¢rabsg from ihe sand,

The only other wading birds seen, and by far ithée most numerous,
were ithe Sooty QOvstercatchers, Mainly 1in palrs, they were spaced
regularly along i heach, strikKing Diack birds with Dkright red
biils and legs, probing for 3mall greatures at the water's edge.

[

L.ater I  <¢ame  acyess the halfi-buried c¢orpse of an albatiross,
beachwaashed after having died at sea. I had no means of
identifying what spseciez 1t was on the spot, and was tempted +o
take v wilth me for later examination, However, it was parily
decaved and cosked with wet sand, =0 I left 1t for +the ¢rabs and
thhe  gulls,

Since ithe wsekKend Ffor i1he Hooded Plover count 1is fixed long in
adwvance, and takes place whatever the weather, ithose taking part
have endursd some appalling conditions 1in the past. Bad weather
can alszo affect the number of plovers seen by forcing them 1into
the relative shelter of the dunes, In October 1990, though, 1t
was perfect weather for the survey, There was a llght wind from
the zoutlh, ths sun was Dbehind me and there were a few Fflurfy
clouwds in ihe 8Ky,

On my lieft were +ihe grass and scrub-covered dunes of the Isthmus,
On my right the weather-beaten granlite dome of Shellback Island
swelled up and I scanned 1ts lichen-stained Irocks in a vain search
for Cape Hapyriren Goese. Oon an izoiated gtack oFf Deach-rocK i1wo
Great Cormorants sat, surveyving ithe c¢oast from what was probably
their nesting sSiie,

From the bhack of the peach a single Hoody walked away Ffrom me,
¢alling goftly  but iasistently. I looked closely along ithe tide-
wrack for another but saw noething Searching svstematically for
nests was not poesglble because of the time it would have taken,
and 1t waz pirrokabhly a2 littie {1o0o early Iin ithe sgeason for eggs
anyway, The Dirds 1 saw, though, 4did appear 1o Dbes territoriail
and, therefore, preparing o breoed,

The day warmned up and 1 ate lunch 1n the shade of a large rock,
ligtening 1o the plyeing calls of +the Sooty Oystercatchers against
the white nolse of the waves, The beach sceemed endlsssg, 1is ends
obscurad Dy hDaze. swallews dived low across the beach, possibly
c¢hasging the Tlles which were beginning 1o make +thelr presence
felt, T continued the walk,



One palr and aanother zingle Heody laiter, four hours afier leaving
the entrang Lo Bhallow Inlet, 1 arrvived at +the tannin-stained
Darby RJ.V@I’. Ity waters, when [ forded 1it, were numbingly cold.
it marked iheée end of my survey stretch, and [ walked 10 the car
park Lo awalt my 11E home wiith those who had surveved +the Dbeaches
Furither south on the Prom,

What
been
felt,
'Vict::f
astl
glghtaen dom
Peaches 1In the

o of the survey? wWall, they bhave not yet
though mimbers seemed generally down, 1
AT, The onumbers of Hoodies &aiong the
£ tham nave, in +the past, Ireen
nayr Kilomatre, I saw only s1x birds along
¢ what should have besn one of the best
for them, with no vahicles and few people,

One "":k w'i";dfi'y -i:f-:;'y*-;;t;i.\r:;-'-:l}«' raissd to account for apparently lower
numners SUnLad LInd year concerned the occurrence of stormy
weather ju..;:ﬂ, prLoY Lo tne survey, wiith the suggestlon that many
Pioveys mlght ¥ ! :,-}1-53';'*11'1? Danind the foredune, However,
My count was mfa«le in ba 1‘1’\‘{ condlitlons and one would think that the
birds would nhave amerged from any foul weather retreaits to feed,

There 1z another poszible causge for +the low numbers of Hooded
Plovers on the i of coast I surveved, Along +ihe +top of +the
beach thers wel aof Toxes, A Tor was also ssen by
the readsid : B Lhe survey, agf well as a very large
faral eRt, Tha denslty  of  plovers on beaches Ln Tasmania 1s
raportad o be much sher than that in Vigtoria, and this may
ave somettning to 4o with the Tact that the Apple 1sle iz Ireg of
foxes,

Wiha *‘: S that the Hooded Flover 1s in
Some 3 on the New South Wales <¢oast
has -E“;.i,f‘,,wl‘f{ 23 From ,g:’opx SZtephens to Jerwvis Bayvy, and it
may well 418 from  that State In the near future, Actlve
management  of r“swuftw“ inrough restrlictions on use during
the Dreeding well as predator contyrol, may have to be
imolemani yat another spegles may slip ilmperceptibly
towards

e £ DAY I Sl



IT WAS THRE NIGHT BEFORE RASTER
hy Hugo Philiipps

The 1wo angels flew steadily together over +the darx land, The
genior, an archange! and third-rank dDureauwgsrat recently seconded
10 the Terresztrial Inspectorate, was dilgtinguishable by golden
elghth primairiegs and an alr of sslf-imporiance, in the west the
lazgt Peampanits of  the sunset glow dimmed the stars near the
NOrizon, It was the evening of the {4tih of April 1990, Easter
Saturday, and the Christian world lay hushed, reverently awaiting
the dawn of a new day, gymbolic of rebirth and regurrection,

At leasgt, thought the Iansgpector, Lt should have beaen. There were,
however, disturbing zigns ihat matiers were awry. Why, even nhis
companion, a vary junicor Lo¢al Reresentative for +the Pllbara
Coast, wag wearing Jawellery. He stared at her with disdain.

*1 realise that I haven’™t begen over this part of the world for a
colple of centuriss, but vow've been letting ihings sglip a bilt,
haven’t you?’

She winced, her wings {fluattering unevenly,

‘Br, '8 not thawn easgy, Sir, Policy now 13 not to Iinterfere +too
muah and, well, what with numan popuiation growth and
pollution...’

‘Thigs whols reglon 13 suppéesed o e a Hpeclal Protection Zone for
migratery waders, You Know that, That’'s why the <ilimate here was
made 80 mizerable for humans 1In the first place, and now..’ He

Dausged Toy A monsnt. *And  Jjust what is that horribkle nolse,
anyway?’

an sege the lights of Port Hedland ahead

*Brine pumps, Sir. You ¢
the salt-woerks)

0T 1, and ihese are

They circied above the evaparation ponds and the archangel grunted
a reluctant acknowledgement.

At lsast there’s someithing the humans do that benefits the birds.
But who are they? He gestured with 38 wing to a scattering of
tents and unwasned people, zome of whom, hée noticed with a sudden
qurge of prightecous indlgnation, seemed 1o be handling dirds and
committing arcane airegitlies wupoen them. ‘

*That’'s the latest Hoprih-west Brxpredition of the Australasian Wader
Studiesy Group, 1hse Janiory angel explaingd nervousiy. “They c¢ome
bhere eavery ¢ouple of years 1o...)

*Muck arcund with +ithe wadersg,” interrupied the archangel grimiy,
*‘and yvouw've done nothling 1o 3L0n thiis?’

The angel was fiugtered asnd detensgive,

“Well, 1 4did try once +to.., But, anywav, they are only tryilng 1o
getr  data.. The coengervation of the..’

T give them data, They think <hey <an interfere wiih 1he
Master Plan, do  they?' The archnangel scireeched in outrage.
*Whe's responsivle for all this?

*Br, well, ong of them iz a Dogior Minton, That’s probably him,
agleep under i1he mosguito-nat iherea’

*Minton, ehn? 1’11 gee if we have anvining on hims



For a Few long microzeconds the arcehangel consulted the Great
Omnilscient Databank,

AT, ¥es.” The bureaucrat’s face twigted Lo form a vindiciive
smile, *Hiz i3 a wvery long \I—ﬂ%ﬂ{ ﬂtu'f'f. 100, He’s Dbeen
doing it for years, maddiing vging,  messing  about; tonlght,
of  all nlghig bhe's  guite fible, well, he’s nol going 1o
gleep mwmuch longer’

Swoaoplng lower ovey the camp, wheéeres ithe thudding of the brine-
pumss competed wiitnh the sound of lrvegular snores, he called out
imperiously.

“Hinton! The time has coms 1o angweyr for vour sinst

There was a wmuifled grunt and 1hie snores gtopped abhruplly. The
Junior angel poverad nervously above,

k’l*&:@.u, Sir, I don’t think that we shhould.,.’

The changel zllenced ner with an angry flap,

“If'ilna,om What have vou Lo g3y ‘f(‘:l’f‘ vouyprselfy’

The figure Lalow rolisd o aneath  ithe moscguito-net and
strugzled to 1t’s feet, hasztily pulling on  3ome shorts while
DUnkKing u» at the nighi s8Ry,

Wt What's thiat? Youll have 1o szpeak up’

Gegturing to hls subordinate o follow nli, e archangel circied
menacingly and then descended 101 a slanting 3toop towards the
stocky wmoeonlit filgure, the humid alr whistling through +the half-
folded WIings.

*‘Mintont This 1is your fianal.,

*Watcen out, Sir,’ ihe Jjunlor .‘_n”{ 3]l scréamed, *They may have..’
theres was a goft and soundiess grasgn of feathers into nvloen
monofilament, Luanlstnets) ahe finishad despalringly.

*PBeantiful! ¢ame a shout from the <camp, it looMs liMe 1wao
species, and one a rewrap! Hey, dogz anybhody Know the band slZe
for an archangal?’

However, the archangel did noail reply. For the +lrst time 1n Qs
long caresgr he wasgs thoroughly tongued,

Large Flock Of Double-banded Plovar

Georige Appleby reports a flock of 3, %11 Double-banded Plover
ai Middie Lough Calv&rto DL
Beaao, north of Colan and es
first saw them on 29 Jumm,
says the nuwmbers were conficos
countad 3, 700,

chain of weilands near

: Corangandi e, He
count on 1 July and
fuly by Mark Bariter who

The birds were in the Thw wallands, pasture
and rocky outcrops, R saible to four whesal
drive vehlcles bul cannon L Lng ,{, % ba difficult.

Gaorge Appleby counted 2, 180 Double-bended Plover in the
same ares the previous vear.
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EXAMINIMG THE BUSINESS OF LIVING
A REPRORT ON CURRENT OYSTERCATCHER HESEARCH
Michael Weston

Vystarcatohers, too heve ofien beffled us”
D & N Methersole-Thompson

For some time, Auwsirslian omitholegical resesrch bas lsgged behilnd bonding
schemes, This phenomenon Seewns unigque to this country, as in most other
coumbrias the reverse appesrs to be true. Interestingly, whille the banding
efforis such as ihose of the VWSG should promote research, many honowrs, and
to o lesser degres, Masters snd Phd, students of the Bioleogical and
Environmental sclences ere unaweare of the potential for stodying wading
mirds.  For the soke of uwnrasvelling some of the mysteries of the charismatic,
stocky Oysiercatcher, I have undertaken research on it as part of my fourth
year honours al the Universiiy of Melbouwrnse. Here 1 hope to explain the
netwe of @y resesrch and the important role the VWSG 1s playing in
ornlthelogleal resesrch of this kind,

The Oyk 1 an ideal bird to study; its reasonable slze, comporatively slow
end discernable {eeding behaviours, its distinctiveness, the vast literature
base {from other parts of the world, and of course, the proportion of
individually colour—banded Victorian specimens all add up to a researcher's
Htopila. The only problem belng that one topic must be chosen from the
myriad of possibiiiiles. This not-to-be underestimated tssk took me some
two over—estimated months! My toplc is within a pardige known as “optimal
foraging®™  Very simply thls controversial area 1s based on the idea that
organisms forage as well as they possibly cen as evolution vis natural
selection hes acted upon their {eading behaviour and apparatus so as to
produce an optimum. This idea lends itself to mathematical modelling of
foraging, provided at least some sssumptions about constraints and habitats
are made, Hedelling is useful because very accurate prediciions on a range
of parsmeters can be made, and indeed testing of ithe medels themselves is
very useful as i can show what varlables are most influential {to an
orgeanism. ALl of the pre-1985 work made a very dublous, basic assumption;
that wmaximising energy intake maximized evolutlionary fiiness. Natural
selection acts, however, on reproduciive success, (Ghat is “Evoluticnary® or
"Darwinian® fiiness, the ability to pass genes io ,the next generation), not
energy Inteke, and it was McMamara and Houston (1986) who managed to
overcome this problem. Using a new aspplication of a complex mathematlcel
procedure, they specifically concluded that for an organism that cannot feed
noctwnally, the opiimal f{eeding behaviowr should depend on the time of day
end energy reserves, That is, the closer to dark the more effort 1t should
devote to feeding and this effect would ba reduced if high energy reserves
wore avallable. In the Oyk, however, the issue Is not so black and white!

Oystercaichers do feed at night as do most weders, However, the literature
is divided over whether they do so less efficlently than during daylight
hours, some even sugpest that waders are able to feed more efficlently at
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SPECULATIONS
Dy Hugo Phillipps

What & Phe Godwiliis? I refer speclfically {or probably
SUbb}’DF“’lw.if the Bar-talled Godwlts +that wvigit south-
eaztern Austr A and ‘i‘ii{a‘ﬁ Zealand. We kKnow fairly accurately
whers i1 noen-hreeding season, Wa Know, though muagh
less acocuratealy e 't;t'ley breed, What we do not really KHiow are
the exact 2y take, although +there are some clues,

0F The Stilt and the YWS53 Bulletin
wwm 0-1? Godwits banded In Australia, Compare
thiose of olher specgies sSuch as Red Eunots or

Tow  will find  wyoportlionatel fewer
] ritas nuntll th time Wi
gagtern Thina, neav
@ly of blrds banded in
iz still vwilritually nothing from

Look through

the numi .
Curlew Sand
relraps ¢
cCoOme  An
that ti
Wastern
eastern

aRseption. For ingtance, there ares pretuens
nded in New South Walss, from koresa and eastern
ongitude 1519 East. Birds have alze bagn Kuown
alla and UWHew Zealand, All this saesems 1o
hacked up with Dpiloretlric and sagx-raiio
Sttt 14 43-53) idhat Bar-taiisd Cﬁodwlts
Paciftic Flyway are divided into st least
oy subspecies, Probably +the Godwits of
will be asslgned to thie hitherto
guies Limoga lapponica mengbieri . eyrecied by
i 1“\3-’: but Godwli taxoenomy 81111 appears fuzzy
i ating 1o gee what decisions are made for ihe
ARZAR,

On, &% "
from two
Sibsaria,
Lo move
SUPPOTt
data 13
of the

two s : Y :
norih-weaztern Auatl
unrecognizad S DAT
Leonidas
and 1t
second

Lralia’s gouth-gasiern (i GwWits taRs :

there 13 some sllghi evidencs that 1the
made up the ‘éh?fa’t@ft“ﬂ 3lde of i1he Facific
the eagt ¥when the Kamchaitlsa Peninsy

reached, at least for those bhirds
retrap from Korea may Iindigaie itne
TE. There nave alse bhoen r—epopts; of laprge
irds detected by radar when flying

S0 what
breeding ¥
northwarad
QCean, Ccurving
the Alsuiian
breading in

western edgs
numbers oFf  God :
northwards over SGuam,

As  For the
dirgaet rouis | L O q;-,s.* the centiral and western Pa
apart umn 5 aslderation of the prevailling winds, 4
be safer ‘Gllowing reason. Thne islands of the P
concentrss e,i A aouih and west, The dlgtance retlween
Australia and Hesw Zaaland in one corner of the Pacific basin, and
Alazka diametrically opposite, 18 gome ten or sleven ithousand
Kilometres, & wery ilong <light by any conslderation, Any  large
migratory movem 18 likely 1o inveive *falioutl’ ne e end  of
the route by = individuals whoss  anergy e Ves  are  Just
short of &uff Thoae {fiving directly north-aast arop
into "t,h-'* : Pound zouth-west have at least s0me WELE oF
Tinding o wnieh toe rest and fegd Dbhefors Ccontinuing

route, 1t 18 poesgible toat a somawhat  more
3 Quite
nig would
acific are
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WADER THESES
compiled by Hugoe Phillipps

Thisg .
Austirals
Trom varioug
at the
upr to
onex,

compilar,

st of theses relating to itnhe wadersg of
complled sporadically and opportunistically
3%, the two most important of which are listed
prekably falrly complete for HWew Zealand theses
 almost certainly incompliete for Auziralian
corrections would be welcomed by the

servationg on the winter feading of +the
tad Qyatercateners, 35 Honsg Thesis,
rhurys Chrilistehareh, W7,

The comparative hlology of Hew Zealand
Hoo Thesis, Universivy of Canterdbury:

Svstematics and affinlities of Hew Zealand
b Thesls, University of Canterdury.:

The behaviour of the Danded Dotterel,
R TI M8¢c Thesils, University of QOtagos

Aszpects of the bhiloiogy of the RBlack
novagzeadlandiae Gouwid, in the Upper
X BEc Hong Thesgis, Universiiy oT
Dhnristehureh, RZ.

The behavioural ecology of 1the Hooded Plever,
Puabrdcollig, on ithe Coorong during the non-
A EON, BSe Honpsg Thesls, University of Adelalde:

Congidine,
Oy =t

YVieh

{19749}, The Afecding behaviour of trie Sooty
Haematopus Fullginosur, on Tocky shores 1in
Hontg Thesis, Monaszh Universlty: Clayton, VIC

Corrigk, A. {973 mooloagy of waders in Westernport Bayv, BS¢
Thesls, HMonash Unlversity: Clayton, VIC

Davis, &.H :
Zealand
Anckriandg,

The babhavioural agology and management of New
Ploveay, M3¢ Thesls, University of Auckland:

Punn, F.L . 2 and roogting patierns and foraging
e £ wadaer apecles at Aramoana, Dunediln, B3¢
Hons K of Otago: Dunedin, .7,

Giles, WoE, {49F 7. Intertidal foraging distribution vmatterns
i Gy y of wadsers. Hons Thesis, University of

51 Lucia, QLD

variation and management of Black
novaegealandias, and Pied Stiltis,
{Crder Charadrilformes), MSc Thesis,
of Wellington: Wellington, KN.Z.




Hay, J.R. (1976 Tha Dbebhavioural ecology of 1he Wrybhill Plover,
Anarnyncechus frontalis, PhD Thesis, Universlty of
Anckland: AuckKland, K2,

Johnsgton, &.E, (1983, The dfeeding ecology of Spur-winged Plovers,
Vaneglluy miles novaschollandliae, in Otagao, BSc Hons
Thezis, Unliversity of Otago: Dunsdin, NZ.

Ringsfoyrd, &J. {4979, Maintenance behaviour of +the Pled Stilt,
Himanitoprus himantopus lewcocephalus, DipsSel Thesls,
University of Owager Dunedin, M7,

McGonkey, B.F., (1968). Bionomios of ithe Pled 8tilt, Himanitopus
lettcocaphialuty, tn HNew Zealand with o sSrecial preference 10
breading behaviour, MEc Thesis, Masgsey University:
Palmersgion Horth, .2,

Mer+t on, Jennitfer W, (1977). Feeding habits of the RBlack 3Stilt,
Himantopus r'ecwa‘?zc::‘alaf.‘u.m.f-.‘, Jn the Upper Waltaki Basin,
’Im, Hong Thegls, University of Canterbury: Chrisichurch, NZ

Miakelly, i"r*»“*'i.n, (i9ad), Aspects of the ecology and dhehaviour of
Snare Teland sSnipe. BS¢ Hons Thesis, Unilversity of

AN Lem,v wry:, Chrlstchurch, N.Z.

Motfat, M, (1981, sdspects  oFf  thwe biclogy ¢f +ihe Spur-winged
iJ,!,o’?-f%“‘tf* Vapellus miles novashollandiaeg Stephens 16819,

e Thesls, Hasgsey Univerzity:r Palmersgton HNorith, N2,
g (L978). The feading eca'l‘ogy‘ Gt Wrvbhills in
ethuvy DipS8clt Thesgis, Univergity of Otagoe, Dunedin,
Plerce, R.J. {(19828), A comparative ecological Ndy 0fF Piled and

Black Stlits in South Canterbury, PRnD i’r iz, Unilversity of
Otagdo, Dunedin, N7,

Reed, C.B.HM. (108 ’o), Tha malntenance and reproduciive bhehaviour of
Bilaok SLilts, Himantopus novaggealandliae, in captivity,
and m\pim-uons for the management of thiz rare specles,

o

Phesis, Massey University: Palmerston HNorth, N2,

(9849, The feeding behaviour of ihe Hooded Plover,
PubPricollis (Gmelin), in an scean-shorve
BSc  Hons Thesiz, Honash Upniversity: <Clavion,

REFERENCHES

Appendix -~ Ornithological Theses from New Zealand Universltiles,
1930~549, {fpp.201-217 in *A Flying Start. Commemnotrating T1fty
vyears of the Qrnithological Joclely of HNew Zeasatand, 1940-
193907, &, and  comp. B,.J.GILul & B.D.Heatheyr, 1990, Random
Century MHew Yealand Ltd: AucKiland, N.Z., in associatlon with
the OBHZ Inc)

RAQU Publicatlons Catalogue (1990),
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Stewart tlolonan

Rowena Langston
Senckenbergische Bibliothek
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DATE

sun Dec 30

Tues Jan 1

Sun Jan 13
## Sat/Mon
Jarn 26/28

# Sat/sun
Feb 9,710

Sun Feb 17

*# Sat/sun
Mar 2/3

# Mon/Sun
Mar 18/24
(7 days )

Sun Apr 14

S5un Apr 28

Sat May 18

Sun May 26

42

VICTORIAN WADER BTUDRY GROUP

FIFRLDWORE PROGRAMME - JANUARY-MAY 1991

PLACE & OBJBECTIVE

¥Warribge 8F
Layrge catch of

Yaliook (reek
Large catch of

LATGe catch of
Large waders

Yearriboe BF
Large catch of

Lakes Mational

small waders

small waders

small waders

small waders

Park

Common Terns &

Barwon Heads

Little Terns

Greenshank & Golden Plover

Yallock Cresk
Large catch of

The Gurdies

Fastern Curlew

small waders

vort Pairv/Eillarnevy Beach

Sanderling & Turnstone

YHsE Corner Inlat Wesk

Departure weights of migrant

waders.,

Pied Oystercatchers

Yerribes 8F

Pied Dystercatchers

Falrhaven, French Island

Pied Oystercatchers

Barry Beach

Pied & Sooty Oystercatchers

TIME

1215

1245

0410
1609
0455

1207

2043
0751

1553

2015

0745

1418
1445

1330
1709

Hastings or Stockyvard Polint or Rhvll

Pied Oystercatchers

* Meet pm Friday
# Involves camping

1107

HIGH TIDE

HELGHT

0.8m

Z2.4m

5th 1.6m
) J,.4m
sth l.ém

—

0.7m

[NC RS

to [ l.4m

to



DATE

Sun

Sat May 18

Sun

(Sat Jun

_

Sat Jun 15

Sat. Jun 29

{sun Jun 30
Sat Jul 13
Jul 14

s5un

Jual

-
e

Sun

Sat Aug 3

Sat Aug 31

L

Sat Sept 14

Sun Sept 29
Sat Oct iz

Sat/Tuas
Oct 26-29

FIBLDWORK

s
[

YWIOTORTAN WADEE BTUDY GROUP

PROGRAMME -~ MAY-DBECEMBER 1991

PLACE & QOBJECTIVE

TIME

Taiand, HBasbi; 1719

Ovstercatchars

1547

sroakyard Foint 1167
or Pied Oystercatchers

L1444

Pranch Isliand 1440

Pied Oystercatchers

Falrhaves,

¥
A
18]

Inlet 1
count

Sornay
Wader

1357

i

fhyll
Pied Oystercatchers

1400
catoher

1412
1ow

VHEG Annual Ganeral Meating
At Clive Minton’s house (10.30 a.wm. to

1630

& 1644
ew/early arriving

15604

Yaliogk Crsak

as above (or vice versa)

Dueengeliff 1428
Rad Knot

inlet
eta, to

Cornay
Red EKnot,

HIGH

11.00

small waders

A20(26th) 2
3551( 29th) 2. 4m

TIDE
HEIGHT

3.1m

2.6

a2

. 9m

2.2m)

2.9m

2.9m

2.8m

p.m.)

2, 8m

2.8

2.7m

1.4M



Sun Nov 10
Fri/Sun

Nov 29-Dec 1
S5un Dec 8
Sat Dec 14
Sun Dec 22
Fri/Gat

Dec 27/28
Sat/Sun

Dec 28/29

CONTACTS

Clive’s

B N

Swan Ialand, Queenscliff
Turnstone

Port Fairy

Sanderling & Turnstone to

Yallock Crasgk
Small waders

Hud Island
Crested Terns

Corner Inlet
Crested & Caspian Terns

Quaensgliff
Small waders

Weryibes S.F.
Small waders

1456 1.

1704 (29th) 0,

0613 (1st) O.
1451 2.
1749 1.
1147 2.

1717(27th) 1.
0545 (28th) 1.

2101(28th) 0.
0916 (29th)o0.

Clive Minton 589 4901 (H)

670 9466 (B)
Mark Barter 8G3 3330 (H)

607 1965 (B)
Brenda Murlis 874 2860 (H)
Ros Jeassop (059) 52 1857 (H
Ira Bavage (052) 21 6253 (H)
Brett Lane 481 6597 (H)

344 4334 (B)
John Dawson 787 2082 (H)

address ~ 165 Dalgetty Road, Beaumaris, 3193

35m

5m
7m

5m

3m

2nm

451

6m

8m
am

—~—



BULLETIN BOARD

Publication

Each year, despite our best latentions, there 1s a last minute rush fto have the
Bulietin ready for distribution at the the Annual General Meeting. One of the
the principal sufferers is Terry Barter who for some years has been our printer
Assembly of each copy from the printed sheets calls for a team of volunteers
Brenda and Mick Murils and Mark Barter somehow find time to putl sach issus
togather - a tiring and time consuming task. And this year much typing of Clive
Minton's material was done by Karen Barter.

We are much cbliged to all of them
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VICTORIAN WADER STURY GROUP INC.
OFFICE BEARERS

Chairman : Dr Clive Minion,
165167 Delgetty Road, Besumaris, 3193
Tel. (hom=) 589 4801, (office) 67¢ 9466

Treasurery Mrs Brenda Burlis,
Secretary 34 Centre Hoad, Vermont, 3133
Tel. Ghome) B74 2860

Equipment Officer @ Ira Savage,
42 Heytesbury Streat, Herne Hill,
Geelong, 3218
Tel. ¢(hoame) 052 216253

Editor : John Dewson,
13 Allswbl Court, Mount Eliza, 3930
PO Box 1067, Mount Eliza 3930
Tel. (home & office) 7872082

hssistant Editor ; Hayrk Barter,
21 Chivalry fAvenus, Glen Waverley, 3150
Tel. thome 803 3330 (office) 607 1365

Commities : The above oificers and

Angala Jeszop
Brett Lasne

Subscriptions — payuble to the Hon Tressurer annually in advance by 30th

RE}ITER
Full Membsr : $15. 00
Student, Assccilesie, Country or Interstate YMember 21G. 00

Pald up meambers receive the VW5G Builetin free of charge

Contributiong :

Origline! papers snd those which may be reprinted, fleld noiss and other
sultable contributions ore welcome. 1If possible they should be prinied by
wordprocessor or typed, wsing A4, with generous margins ready for dirsct

[ESPTRE. Pouser S G Dol meanbhier $he T3mmem cheaaoded n ~faelon comend sridh Accoehla
Treasurer/ #ire Brenda Murlis,
Secretary : 34 Centye Foad, VYermont, 3133

Tel., (hore) 274 2860

Eguipment Officer Ire Savage,
42 Heytesbury Streat, Harne Hill,
Geelong, 3218
Tel. <(home) 052 216253

Editor : John Dawson,
i3 Allambl Ceurt, Mount Eliza, 3930
£. 0. Box 107, Mount Eliza 3930
Tel. (home & office) 7872082

Assistant Edilor : HMark Barter,
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