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ERITORIAL

Lack of materigl and not a change in policy accounts
for the Bulletin in recent times being issued once
rather than twice a year. Bi-annual issues will reappear

once there are enough contributions.

The V.W.5.G. is considering incorporation under the
Associations Incorporation Act. Incorporation might

bring a loss of easy-going informality but this need not
be so. It would mean extra work for some members of the
Conmittee and extra expense for the V.W.35.G. The altern-
ative is to allow committee members to continue to run the
risk of being held personally liable for any defaults of
the unincorporated group. Protection of committee members
is important but is not the only advantage of incorpor.-
ation. The proposal will probably be discussed at this

year *s annual general meeting.

Clive Minton's repoxrts on 1985 Wader-Banding Highlights

and Wader-Banding for the first half of 1986 show a very
satisfactory maintenance of standards and results in the
V.W.35.6. fieldwork. Fieldwork can involve hard work and

at times a degree of discomfort but on the whole it is
thoroughly enjoyable, being stimulating, interesting,
educational and satisfying. It also provides an unegualled
cpportunity for meeting and working as a team with a wide
range of people in an informal way. The regular members

are regular because they are aware of these things and

no field werk has had to be abandoned for lack of a team.
Members who have not ventured into the field should bhe
encouraged to do so. And visitors,friends and relations
will always receive a warm welcome and a reasonably gentle
introduction to the skills of wader-banding. Clive Minton
gpends a tremendous amount of time on the telephone
assembling teams for filisaldwork. He daserves a beatter response
to his reguest (at the foot of each Fieldwork Programme)

that members should ring him and not wait to be rTung.



1985 WADER- BANL

1985 was another successiul yoar for both the %Uiuti Ly and

guality of birds caught. Tha tmtaw of 5124 was similar to the
previous year as was the number of # {1051 ~ 20% of birds
caught) . This brings the total of wa rs handled by the V.W.S.G.
in the last ten years to 41,654 (35,515 new birds and 6139 retraps)
- some 60% cof the total for the whols of Australia since banding
commenced in 1953. ?n w%ditifq V.W.5.6. members have baen the
malin pariicipants in the banding of a further 15.671 waders in
other states - mainly :,Qﬁ”1\1ﬁd with the Australasian Wader
Study Group Bxpeditions to North West Australia.

The year started particulsrly well with 3800 birds caught in the
period January to March {in 6300 were caught in & real
‘purple patch? between late i“% and the end of March
1985 - added to which 4127 » on the North West

in
C

Australia Expedition Waf.w Lo Ap_ 1 1985). The largest catghes
were 931 at Queenscliff on 26 January {with another 553 next day).
804 at Werribee S.F. on 12 January {with ancther 337 the next day).
and 777 at Queensclifif on 23 March. Unfortunately the largest

catch we could make al Yallicck Creek was only 348.

The main objective of these particular catches was Lo obtain

an estimate of the hreeding success of species in the 1984 Arctic
summer {(pocr) and to obtain recaptures of birds banded in
previous years (for annual survival estimates). The birds were
also colour dyed (vellow on underparts) to make them visible to
observers elsewhere in Australia and S5.E8.asia on their northward
migration in March/May. No sightings resulted. and this suggests
(among other things) that they were not migrating via N.W.
Australia (where a month-long expedition searchad avidly).

Throughout the year fieldwork is planned with particular object-
ives in mind on each occasion. Often these relate to catching a
worthwhile sampie of a species at a time of year where there is
currently a gap in our data. Noteworthy achievements in this
area in 1985 were:

398 Sharptailed Sandpipers at Quesnscliff on 27 January

15 Eastern Curlew ) . i e _

I Whimbrel {our first ever) ) at Queensclliff on 2 June

79 Doublebanded Flover at Pt.Smythe, Inverloch on 6 July
(the second largest catch ever of this species)

194 Red Knot at Queenscliff on 192 October

8 Lesser Golden Plover )

) . ) at Werribee 8.F. on 2 November
15 Redkneed Dotterell I h
We also significantly increassad our previous small August

samples of the common waders (89%1%ﬂ Redpecked Stint, 22+48
Curlew Sandpiper, 19 & ' i in the vear
we caught 265 Doublel “he ma for
effort put into the 3

second best annual tolal i,mi),



We visited all the usual banding locations to sample waders
during the year. Although we have a well diversified field-
work programme which is now less dependant on Werribee S.F.
than in our early years, some 30% of the birds caught in

1985 still came from there (and 50% of all birds caught in
the last ten yvears were at Weryibee). As 1is apparent from the
figures already quoted we had some particularly productive
visits to Queenscliff (2760 birds - an addition of 50% to the

previous total). We did not have the same good fortune at
Yallock Creek - the waders *flew off to the south® at the
critical moments! - with our catches there being only 577

(compared with 2149 the previous vear). We resumed catching
at Corner Inlet - albeit on the mainland at Barry Beach - and
had our first ever catch on Pt.Smythe at Inverloch (discovered
to be a major Doublebanded Plover roosting area). Pt.Cook,
Altona, continued to be disappointing - the area has deterior-
ated drastically in its suitability for Doublebanded Plovers
and Lesser Golden Plovers (its specialties} since it became

a reserve three years ago and all grazing arocund the salt
lakes was terminated. There is a commonly held view that
grazing is *bad?! for a habitat - in fact just the opposite

is true for wading birds. Many species (especially plovers)
will only use an area 1f the vegetation is close cropped; and
the trampled muddy margins to lakes/dams/rivers are an added
improvemaent bto the habitat as far as waders are concerned.

A nice crop of recoveries of banded birds has come in during
the last year. Overseas reports included our first Rednecked
Stints and Curlew Sandpipers from Indonesia our first wader
{a Sharptailed Sandpiper) from Taiwan and another Red Knot
from New Zealand. But pride of place goes to the large number
of Doublebanded Plover recoveries exchanged with New Zealand.
In addition there were approximately 50 sightings of colour
banded birds moving between the two countries. The productive-
ness of this joint study has exceeded all expectations and a
major report on the results will be incorporated into the
next V.W.3.G.Bulletin.

Clive Minton



WADER BANDING TOTALS - VICTORIA - 1985

Pied Oystercatcher
Lesser Golden Plover
Redkneed Dotterell
Mongolian Plover
Doublebanded Plover
Large Sand Plover
Redcapped Plover
Blackfronted Plover
Blackwinged Stilt
Rednecked Avocet
Ruddy Turnstone
Eastern Curlew
Whimbrel

Latham's Snipe
Bartailed Godwit
Red Knot

Great Knot

Sharptailed Sandpiper

Rednecked Stint
Curlew Sandpiper
Sanderling

JANUARY TO JUNE

TOTAL

3090

NEW RETRAP

5 17 22

3 - 3
49 11 60
1 - 1

5 1 b

3 2 5
22 - 22
1 - 1

3 - 3

L 1 2
425 14 439
2134 649 2783
438 187 625
882 3972

JULY TO DECEMBER

NEW

Il
5
17

195

197
22

194
309

983

RETRAP TOTAL
- 1
3 8
- 17

10 205
- 1
4 15
- 1
- 11
. o
- 8

11 208
1 6

22

47 241

92 401
- i

1152

169
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VICTORIAN WADER CATCHES
1975 70 31 DECEMBER 1985

NEW RETRAP TOTAL

Pied Oystercatcher 199 102 301
Sooty Oystercatcher 4 1 b
Masked Lapwing 122 3 125
Grey Plover 29 - 29
Lesser Golden Plover 68 11 79
Redkneed Dotterel 133 11 144
Hooded Plover 12 i 13
Mongolian Plover 56 2 58
Doublebanded Plover 1154 106 1260
“Large Sand Plover 13 - 13
Redcapped Plover 377 134 511
Blackfronted Plover 50 4 54
Blackwinged Stilt 10 - 10
Rednecked Avocet 139 1 140
Ruddy Turnstone 84 2 86
Fastern Curlew 115 2 117
Whimbrel 1 - 1
Greytailed Tatler 6 - 3)
Greenshank 1 - 1
Terek Sandpiper 9 1 10
Latham's Snipe 54 - 54
Bartailed Godwit 370 2 372
Red Knot 697 30 727
Great Knot 161 7 168
Sharptailed Sandpiper 2479 58 2537
Little Stint 1 - 1
Rednecked Stint 21587 4509 26096
Longtoed Stint 1 - 1
Curlew Sandpiper 7569 1152 8721
Sanderling 14 - 14
30 species 35515 6139 41654

In addition, the Group has been involved in handling a further 15,671 waders
during joint operations with Jocal groups in other States. If these are
included the VWSG has now been involved in the catching of 57,325 waders.



6

ANNUAL WADER BANDING TOTALS BY
VWSG IN VICTORIA

CALENDAR YEAR NEW RETRAPS TOTAL
1975 9 - 9
1976 616 4 620
1977 482 12 494
1978 1296 ? 1338
1979 7436 486 7922
1980 6121 1206 7327
1981 4561 869 5430
1982 3774 796 4570
1983 2875 628 3503
1984 4272 1045 5317
1985 4073 1051 5124

Total catches in 35515 6139 41654

Yic to end 1985

LOCATION OF WADERS CAUGHT IN VICTORIA

TO DEC

_1984 1985 JOTAL
Werribee 21,188 1,662 22,850
Westernport Bay 7,071 577 7,648
Queenscliff/Pt Lonsdale 4,576 2,670 7,246
Anderson's Inlet 1,611 87 1,698

(Inverloch)

Corner Inlet 1,458 112 1,570
Altona 307 8 315
Bendigo (Sewage Farm) 143 - 143
Seaford Swamp 98 - 98
Mud Island 35 - 35
Geelong (Point Henry) 25 - 25
Seaspray (Lake Reeve) 18 - 18
Towong - 8 8

36,530 5,124 41,654

Totals include 35,515 newly banded birds and 6139 retraps of 30 species.
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Pied Oystercatcher

100-81167

100-82057

100-82069

160-82074

100-82080

160-82084

100-81151

Juvenile
Found dead

Adult
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

I

Adult
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

n

Adult
Recaptured

Juvenile
Recaptured

1t

8

RECOVERIES OF

BANDED BIRDS

8.3.80
14.6.81
28.3.82

2.6.85

8.3.80
2,6.85

27.1.79
26.3.83
2.6.84
2.6.85

Werribae
Queenscliff

Rhyll, Phillip Island

Queenscliff

Werribee
RQueensclifs

Werribee
Queenscliff

Werribeea
Queenscliff

T

L1

Werribee
Queenscliff

Werribee
Queenscliff

25 km SSE

65 km WNW

25 km SSE

25 km SSE

25 km S5SE

25 km SSE

25 km SSE

Further recoveries illustrating the mobility of Pied Oystercatchers in Victoria,
with movements being especially common between Werribee S.F. and Queenscliff.

Doublebanded Plover

New %ealand
B-53566

041-09865

New Zealand
B-52910

041-01444

041-06811

041-05050

Juvenile
Regaptured

Adult
Recaptured

aAdult
Recaptured
Adult
Retrapped

Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured
Adult
Recaptured

24.12.84

18.5.85

30.6.84
3.8.85

29.10.84

24.4.,82
6.10.85

24.7.83
9.10.85

Cass River,

Lake Tekapo,

NEW ZEALAND

Werribee

Queenscliff
Werribee

Cags River,

Lake Tekapo,

NEW ZEALAND

Yallock Creek

Werribee

It

Pekapo River, NEW ZEALAND

Stockyard Point, Westernport
Potls River,

NEW ZEALAND

Stockyard Point

Tekapo River,

NEW ZBEALAND

2359 km W

25 km WNW

2187 km WNW

2267 km ESE

2204 km ESE

2133 km ESI



041-09885

041-01361

040~-95519
or -96019

Juvenile
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

30.6.84
20.10.85

31.5.81
27.10.85

17.6.79
9.11.85

Queenscliff
Alexandra, NEW ZEALAND

Werribee
Alexandra, NEW ZEALAND

Werribee
Hakataramea River,
NEW Z2EALAND

2187 km ESE

2208 km ESE

c.2200 km ESE

The huge increase in the number of movements between New Zealand and Australia
reflects the efforts being put in on the joint project on Doublebsnded Plovers.
See also the sightings of colour banded birds detailed separately.

Retraps between locations within Victoria are unusual (041-09865); most birds seem

to return to the same location each year.

Red EKnot

051-16176

This is an intriguing recovery.
and its second in New Zealand;

1st year
Found dead

3.6.84
19.5.85

Queenscliff

Manakau Harbour, Auckland,

NEW ZEALAND

2652 KM E

Possibly the bird spent its first year in Australia

alternatively,

in New Z%ealand also, -but came to Australia for its first winter.
recovery showing movement between Port Phillip Bay and the Auckland area, and the
fifth recovery linking the New Zealand and Australian Red Knot populations.

051-04864

051-05907

061-37795

Juvenile
Retrapped

Recaptured

Juvenile
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

6.11.78
25,11.78
27.12.78
31.10.82
19.10.85

6.11.78
5.1.86

Werribee

Queenscliff

Werribee
Dueenscliff

Werribee
Queenscliff

it may have spent its first summer
It is the third

25 km ESE

25 KM ESE

25 km ESE

Further examples of movements of Red Knot from Werribee S.F. to Queenscliff.

Mostly these involve birds banded as juveniles at Werribee.
were last recaptured c.

Sharptailed Sandpiper

041-01835

Adult
Captured

27.11.81
2.5.85

7 years after banding.

Werribee
Tadu River, TAIWAN

The first two birds

7339 km WNW

This is the first recovery of a VWSG-banded bird in Taiwan, and only our second
overseas recovery of a Sharptailed Sandpiper.



Rednecked Stint

10

032-19920 Adult 22.9.79 Werribee
Captured 1982 Gesik, Cirebon District, 5031 km NW
W, Java INDONESIA
032-23914 Adult 10.3.80 Gueenscliff
Recaptured 21.2.82 Werribae 25 km WHW
032-33596 Adult 25.11.81 Werribee
Shot c. 1.10.82 Khasan, Primorye Region,
USSR 9024 km N
032-41782 Juvenile 24.11.84 Inverloch
Recaptured 12.1.85 Jerribee 124 km NW
032-41921 Juvenile 26.11.84 Inverloch
Recaptured 12.1.85 Werribee 124 km N#
032-45383 Adult 15.11.81 Inverloch
Recaptured 13.1.85 Werribee 124 km NW
032-36284 Adult 4.12.82 Yallock Creek
Retrapped 14.3.83 " "
Recaptured 26.1.85 Queenscliff 70 km W
032-35610 Adult 2.10.82 Werribee
Recaptured 5.3.83 Queenscliff 25 km SSE
" 26.2.84 "
" 26.1.85 "
" 23.3.85 "
032-29980 Juvenile 5.12.82 flobart, Tasmania
Recaptured 26.1.85 Queenscliff 579 km NNW
032-34397 adult 20.2.82 Warribee
Recaptured 26.1.85 Queenscliff 25 km SSE
032-46519 2nd vear 4.9.83 Werribee
Recaptured 26.1.85 Queenscliff 25 km SSE
032-46592 Adult 8.10.83 Werribee
Recaptured 26.1.85 Queenscliff 25 km SSE
032-42966 Adult 30.9.84 Hobart, Tasmania
Recaptured 27.1.85 Queenscliff 579 km NNW
032-41793 Juvenile 24.11.84 Inverloch
Recaptured 23.2.85 Yallock Creek 51 km NNW
032-43968 Juvenile 26.1.85 OQuaesnagcliff
Recapturesd 23.2.853 Yallock Creesk 70 km E
032-43309 Mallyrown 22.2.84 Rangavoo Island, SA
Recaptured 23.2.85 Yallock Creek 753 km HESE
032-29909 Juvenile 5.12.82 Aobart, Tasmania
Recaptured 23.2.85 Yallock Creek 558 km WNNW

. 18.1.86 " "



Rednecked Stint {(cont.)

11

032-41960 Juvenile 24.11.84 Inverloch
Recaptured 9,3.85 Hobart, Tasmania 509 km SSE
032-11349 Fullgrown 8.12.79 Lake Forrestdale,
Perth, WA
Recaptured 23.3.85 gueenscliff 2691 km ESE
032-12814 Fullgrown l12.9.76 Werribee
Recaptured 23.3.85 Queenscliff 25 km SSE
032-42079 Adult 24.11.84 Inverloch
Recaptured 23.3.85 Queenscliff 103 km WNW
032-42023 Juvenile 24.11.84 Inverloch
Recaptured 21.4.85 Yallock Creek 51 km N
032-51255 Juvenile 23.2.85 Hobart, Tasmania
Recaptured 6.7.85 Inverloch 509 km NNW
032-54757 Juvenile 21.4.85 Yallock Creek
Recaptured 4.8.85 Barry Beach 9% km NW
032-39283 Juvenile 20.2.83 Werribee
Recaptured 17.8.85 Yallock Creek 85 km ESE
032-36273 aAdult 4.12.82 Yallock Creek
Captured 24.10.85% Pabean Hilir, Ci Manuk
Estuary, W. Java,
INDONESIA 5151 km NW
032-26374 Adult 9.11.80 Werribee
Recaptured 12.1.86 Hobart, Tasmania 604 km SSE

The list contains our first two Rednecked Stint recoveries from Indonesia and
one from the USSR - at the very scuthernmost part of the E. coast, near
Vladivostok. Within Australia there are six more recoveries involving movements
between Hobart, Tasmania, and Victoria - as well as other movements from Perth
and from Kangaroo Island, S.A.

Of the 16 movements within Victoria half involve birds banded as juveniles.
Note the rapid movements of 032-41921 (7 weeks) and 032-43968 (4 weeks).

032-12814 was recaptured at Queenscliff Bk years after it was banded at Werribee S.F.



Curlew Sandpiper

041-05675

040-96914

040-97012

041-12982

040-97184

041-11207

041-12649

040-95238

Three nice overseas recoveries,

Indonesia. It is interesting that the movements hetween locations in Victoria

Adult
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

adult
Captured

Adult
Retrapped

L]

Captured

Adult
Retrapped
Recaptured

Adult

Found injured

Adult
Captured

12

4.9.83
26.1.85

22.12.79
26.1.85

22.12.79
23.3.85

26.,1.85
15.5.85

26.10.80
7.12.80

18.2.84

12.1.85
-.8.85

26.1.85
23.3.85
31.8.85

26.12,84
10.9.85

10.3.79
21.9.85

Werribee
Queenscliff

Yallock Creek
Queenscliff

Yallock Creek
Queenscliff

Queenscliff
Fujian Province,
Longhai Co., CHINA

Werribee

Gesik, Cirebon District,
W, Java, INDONESIA

Queenscliff
1]

Werribee

Yallock Creek
Austral Eden, Kempsey, NS5W

Werribee

Ci Manuk Estuary,
Indramavya, W. Java,
INDONESIA

25 km SSE

70 km W

70 km W

7481 km NNW

5031 km NW

25 km WNW

1049 km NE

5079 km NW

including our first Curlew Sandpipers in

all involve adult birds -~ in contrast to Rednecked Stints in which it is mainly
juveniles which occur at other sites.
still been on passage to Queenscliff when caught at Werribee S.F.

041-11207 and 041-05675 could both have
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RETRAPS OF OLD BIRDS

20% of birds caught in each of the last two years have been retraps

{(i.e. local recaptures of birds previously banded by the VWSG).

Some are

now reaching a considerable age with banding having commenced at Werribee S.F.
in early 1976 and on a larger and more wisespread scale in early 1979.
Particularly interesting records include -

bDoublebanded Plover

040~95486/
041-01384

040-96034

Rednecked Stint

032-14010

032-14553

032-12856

032~16502

032-16868

There were many other retraps of 5 and 6 yr old Rednecked Stints.

Curlew Sandpiper

040-93433

040-93537

040-91879

040-33413

Juvenile
Retrapped

Juvenile
Retrapped

adult
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

Juvenile
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

Adult
Retrapped

25.4.79
31.5.81

17.6.79
18.5.85

22.1.77
12.1.85

3.3.78
12.1.85

19.10.76
13.1.85

24.2.79
22.7.79,

9.3.79

Werribee
and 18.5.85

Werribee

Werribee

Werribee

Werribee

Werribee

8.3.80 & 28.12.85

Werribee

7.10.79, 18.11.79, 13.4.80,

20.

6.11.78
28.12.85

22.1.77
13.1.85

2.83 & 28.12.85

Werribee
& 28.12.85

Werribee
& 28.12.85

Werribee

Werribee

(6 yrs 1 mth)

(5 vrs 11 mths)

(8 yrs)

(6 yrs 10 mths)

(8 yrs 3 mths)

(& yrs 10 mths)

(6 yrs 9mths)

(8 yrs 10 mths)

{7yrs 10 mths)

(7 yrs 1 mth)

(8 yrs)

There were many other retraps of 5 and & yr old Curlew Sandpipers,



WADER BANDING

t

With the rather later date of publication than usual for
this V.W.S.G.Bulletin it is poqunL to include an interim
raeport on the results of der i tng activities in the
first half of 1986. This _ Loularly pleasant task
since it was & recovd paeriod in the hxunomy of the group
with 5000 birds caught(see table below).

V.W.S5.G. Wader Catches by half vear period since 1979

Year Jan-June July-Dec Total
1679 4289 3633 7922
1980 4127 3200 732
1981 2113 3317 5430
1982 2394 2176 457¢
1983 2682 62 3503
1984 2654 2663 5317
1985 3972 1152 5124
1986 5000

Not only was the guantity large
good. A miraculous weekend at 0
produced {amongst other&)28 Gi
only six caught by V.W.5.C

:he guality was equally
Liff on 4/5 January
Tatlers (previously
erl: ¥not, 77 Red Knot and
72 Bartailed Godwits. 2 Wipipers at Yallock
Creek on 19 January wasg oux Ia:gast single catch of this
species. Lesser Golden Plovers (which, like most of the
Arctic waders, had a bumper breeding season in 198%) feat-
ured well with 23 on 15 February at Werribee 8.F. and 29
at Pt.Smythe, Inverloch,on 1 Mairch - nearly doubling our
previous grand total. And the Doublebanded Plover *winter
season® has got off to a great start with a record 281
already caught.

As an innovation.to enable non-participating menbers to

share jin the trials and tribulations (and successes) of

our fieldwork, some keen {leanc V! gjrt1c1panL have very
nobly written up some of our activi this year. These
follow this brief introduction nks to the authors. *

Clive Minton

reaed contributions form
Ed.

*  These and other more
a supplemsant to this




REGULAR WADER COUNTS IN THE WEBRIBEE — AVALON AREA
JULY, 1983 TO JUNE, 1985

HEPORT T0Q PARTICIPANTS

From July, 1983 tc June, 1985 the Werribee Sewage Farm, Spit Faunal
Reserve and Avalop Saliworks were visited asbout once per month and all
waders present were counted. The aim of these regular counts wes to
determine when migratory waders arrived and depavied from the srea and
to monitor changes in nuwbers of all species of wader. This
informetion was gathered tc discover how waders use the area, whether
there jis any migration through the srea and how the
Australisn—breeding species change in numbers through the year.

Table 1 lists the detes of visiis. The area wes divided into
sub-regions, each covered simultancously by separate tesms. These
ware.:

Bastern Pert of the Farm (H. of Beach Rd.)
North and South Spits

Austin Road Lagoons

Point Kirk

Avalon Saltworks

i

These are shown on Figure 1. The area is a mixture of coastal
mudflats, saline evaporation ponds, sewage lagoons and irrigated
pasture,

Becauee of access problems, the Point Wilson Explosives Ares was only
counted during winter Mational Wader Counts, principelly te determine
the number of Double—hsuded Plovers in the area. At most, 133 of this
species were observed in the regularly covered sub-regions wheress
there were about 500 in the Bxplosives Area each winter National Weder
Count. The reguler count results for the Double-banded Flover are
therefore not very mesningful and this species is excluded from
further discussion.

RESULTS

Table 2 shows the maxiuum counts of each species in the ares
(regardless of month) between July, 1983 and June, 1985. The
equivelent figures for sach species for February and June/July counts
from 1979 to 1983 are also givepn for compariscn. Of the maximm total
of 28,873 waders, B8.9% were Australisp-bresding species and 91.1% were
migrants. Mora then 87% of the sigraniz were of three species:
Sharp-tailed Semdpipers (max. 4,040}, Red-necked Stinte (mex. 13,417)
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end Curlew Sandpipers (max. 7,381).

The average total numbers of wadevs in the area in each month is shown
in Teble 3. This shows thai Decewber, Janvary snd Februvary ave the
peak months. Numbers build wp slowly through September, October and
November but drop off rapidly throwgh March end April,

A total of 29 species of wader were recorded during the counts. The
lowest number of species was between 10 and 13 in the winter months
and the highest between 20 and 23 ixn ithe suvmwer months. The highest
mumber of species sesn on one day was 28 in Februapy, 1985.

Movements within the Ares

Figures 2 to 4 show monthly changes in distribution within the study
area of the three dominant migranis. All couwcts were done at high
tide, se the results refer to hobitatz othsr than intertidal
mudflats.

Sharp—tailed Sandpipers occurred mestly om Austin Roed ILagoons end in
the emstern part of the Farm until Jeousry after which time Avalon
Saltworks was favoured as well. They used the Spite in nild-sumer.
Red—pecked Stints ccourred in grestest nunbers on the sastern part of
the farm early in the season, moving to the Spits and Avalon Saltworks
after January. -Overwintering stints generally favoured Austin Road
Lagoons and the sastern part of the farm. Curlew Sandpipers occurred
in largest numbers on Austin Road Lagoons snd the esstorn part of the
farm until Jenuary. The Spit then became Tavoured, followed in March
and April by Avaleon Saltworks. Overwintering Curlew Sandpipers mostly
used Austin Hoad Lagoons and the sastern part of the ferm.

It is of interest that the paddocks of the farum sre flocded with
sewage Trom April to Ootober. This irrigation enables treatment of
sewage during the cooler months of the yesr when biological activity
in lagoons declines end they do not have the cepacity to trest the
full load of sewags which the farn receives. The cosmon migrants
appear to move off the paddoecks when they dry and back onto them when
they are flooded. This latter movement was particularly evident in
Sharp—tailed Sandpipers in April, 1984 (gee Figure 2).

As po counts were done at low tide to determins the distribution of
waders in the study areas when they were feedipg it is not possible to
determine accurately whether their preferesnces for feeding sites
within the avea chenged during the vear. Usage of Point Xirk ss a
rooat by all three sbundant migrantes paralelled that of the easstern
part of the farm. Given the rasnge of potential roost sites available
throughout the eres it is probebls that the chssrved changes reflect
varying suitability of pearby feeding aress which, in turn, could be
affected by management in ihe sewage farm.

Investigation of thess guastions would meke an intersating study.
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Movements intc and out of ihe ares

MIGRANTS

Sharp—talled Sandpipers snd Red-neched Stints showed a sleady build-up
in pumbers to & Decmber ~ Februsry maximum. Sherp-iailed Sandpipers
did not incremse ms eariy ss the other iwo shundent migrentz. Monthly
counts elzewhere in Ausiralis showed thet many Sherp—talleds ovcuwrred
on inland wetlands beilween Sepienber and November. This suggests that
their southward migration was protracted. Curlsw Sandpipers contioued
to arrive in the area vpiil maxgimue mmbers were reached in February.
National Wader Count resulits showed that in Pebrusry this mpecles
cccurred inland in lower muwbers than the other twe specles. Moothly
counts elsewhere in Australis showad thet they had laft inland
wetlands uvwsually by Becember. The Pebruscy pesk could have reflected
movement from other comstal arems over summer, although this remeins
to be proved.

Eagtern Curlsws numbersd lesa then 20 in the ares. Interestingly
enough, in common with other coastal sites in Victoris which bave been
counted regularly, they showed November snd February peaks, suggesting
movement through the ares during migration,

Lesser Golden Plovers arrived in Septesber but numbers did not
increase gubatentially wniil Novewber and Deceuber, 8ites counted
regularly along the eastern coast of Australis, where most of the
Australisn population occurred, showed September and Octcoher peaks,
suggesting thet this species, like the Sharp—tailed Sandpiper, bhes a
protracted southward migration.

Ruddy Turnstones showsd November and February penks, suggesting
migration through the ares.

Latham’s 8Snipe attained maxiotm numbers in Jamusry. This sugdestis
that they concenirate at the end of swmer, sither in prsparation for
northward migration or im respopse to inlend wetlands drying out over
summer . :

Red Bnots showed a substantial Novewber peak in 1983-84 but =
February-March peak in 1984-88 of similar wegnitude. They probably
migrated through the study arsa but thelr usage of the srea was
different in each year. A similar pattern wes observed for Bar—talled
Godwite excepl that the Februeary peak of 1984-85 was smaller.

Few other migranis, cosmmon elsewhers in Victoria, cccurred regularly
or in large mumbers in the area. Black-tailsd Godwits cccurred both
vears in small nuwbers. All obher migrstory apecies temded to be
transient and staved no longer than a mownth or two. Exemples include:
Grey Plover, Mongolian Plover, large-send Plover, Grey-tailed Tattler,
Terek Sandpiper, HMarsh Sandpiper, Greal Enolt and Sanderling.

Harer migrants such as Comson Sandpipers, Wood Randpipsrs and Pectoral
Sandpipers occurved in smell sumbers for most of the pericd from
September to April,
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AUSTRALIAN-BREEDING SPFECIES

Generally spealting, highest numbers of Pied Oystercatchers, Mssked
Lepwings and Red-capped Plovers ccourrad in suituwmm end winter., At
other times they presumebhly dispersed for breeding., The pattern for
the Pied Oystercatcher was somewhat complicated by large
nonth-to—month fluctuations, possibly due to nov-breediug birds moving
into and out of the area., Movements of non-bresding ovstsrcatchers
are yet to be studied in detail.

Amongst the generally non—coastal species, Red-necked Avocets were
present during the warmer months of the veor (November to April) when
inland wetlands are dry. Numbers of this spacies were higher in
198485 then in the preceeding vear, presumably becoause in 1983-84
Lake Eyre and nearby sali-lakes held water and lote of Red-necked
Avocets, less moving to the cossgt at that time. By 1284-8B5 these
lakes had dried and counts sll over esstern Australia showed that the
birds dispersed coastwards again. Black-winged Stilts were present in
largest numbers beiween November and April end bred on the sewnge fTarm
at this time. In June, 1985 numbers were also high. In both vears
they declined in autumn, possibly moving inland as rainfall increased
and wetlands there filled. Black-fronted Plovers om the other hand,
reached their maximm pumbers in winter and probably dispersed for
breeding at other times of yesr. Red-kneed Dottersls cccurred in
largest mumbers in autumm and winter, 1985, Only smell mubers
occurred in the ares before then. Between mid-1983 snd early 1985 the
Darling end Cooper Basine in the far inlend experienced floods and
wetlands there were full, By suwmmer, 1985 they were drying. The
large numbers of Red—~kneed Dotiersls counted in the study area were
presumably some of those dispersing coasstwards after successful
breeding. The changes in pumbers of this aspecies at Werribee—Avalon
varalelled those gt other sites in south-esstern Australia counted at
the same time.

There were occassional flocks -of Banded Stilis, a Painted Snipe and an
Australian Pratincole observed in the area during the pericd of
reguler counting.
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TABLE 1: Dates of monthly coumie of weders st ¥eroibee -
Avslon, 18R3-85,

MONTH nAY
198384 19B4-85

JuLy 10 -
AUGUSY 21 -
SEPTEMBER 18 3
OCTORER - 7
NOVEMBRR 20 13
DECEMBER 18 7
JANUARY 15 20
FEBRUARY 12 17,20

MARCT] 18 3,10,17,24,31
APRYT, 15 7, 14,21
MAY 13 19

JUNE 24 30

(Underlined dates are those used in the swmalyazis)

TABLE Z: Hoximum oumbers of each species cbssrved between
February, 1879 and Febrauary, 1983 and equivalent
Figurea for July, 1883 to June, 1905,

SPECIES T9-B3 2385

Pies Qystercatcher 81 55
Moshked Lapwing 368 338

Grey Flover 4 19
Lesaer Golden Plover 152 85
Red-knead Dotterel 280 436
Mongolian Plover 15 in
Red—capped Flover 1580 274
Black—{ronted Plover 128 104
Black-winged Stilt 153 219
Banded 8%1ilt 620 230
fed-necked Avocet 8OT7 208
Ruddy Turnstone 17 60
Eastern Curlew 3 i3
Wood Sandpiper 2 3
Greyv—taiiad Tattler 1 1
Common Sandpiper 2 2
Greenshank 72 131
Marzh Sendpiper 5 2]
Teraek Ssndpiper a 1
Lathems Snipe 14 20

Black-taiied Godwil 44 21
Bar-tailed dodwit 21 28

Red Knot 17 1
Great Enot 4 180
Sharp-tailsd Sandpiper 5.7040 4, D49
Pactoral Sandpipsy il ]
Bed-naecked Stint 18,800 13,4737
Long-to ] ) i
Curlew 15,323 Ty
Sanderli 1 4
Ruff or feove i ]
Auvstralisn Pratineslis z i

TOTAL 28,673
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Table 3: Average monthly totals of waders im the Werribee -

Avelon arsza, July, 1983 to June, 1985,

MONTH AVERAGE TOTAL NUMBER OF COUNTS
JULY 1,974 1
* AUGUST 2,023 1
SEPTEMBER 5,902 2
OCTOBER 12,594 1
NOVEMBER 12,242 2
DECEMBER 16,192 2
JANUARY 17,251 2
FEBRUARY 17,203 2
MARCH 7,684 2
APRIL 1,465 2
MAY 1,257 2
JUNE 1,967 1

FLELD NOTE

Sharptailed Sandpipers: Return migration route to
breeding grounds

In V.W.5.G. Bulletin no.9 p. 10 it is suggested that
Sharptailed Sandpipers summering in Victoria initially
move in a N.E. direction on their return migration

to their Arctic breeding grounds.

I regularly visit Kooragang Ist. at Newcastle and on the
weekend of 6/7 April 1985 I recorded two Sharpies there.
On the following weekend, 13/14 April I came across over
100 Sharpies and one Pectoral Sandpiper. Other waders
had also increased by about 20% in the usual areas.
Normally Kooragang is not a good place for Sharpies and
anything over 20-30 is a good number. Not like Victoria
I'm afraid.

Alan McBride

CATICH PHRASE

I'm too young to dye - Peter Haward when coafronted with
duty as a colour-dyer
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Large Sand Plover

05 ~ 15876

051 - 24631

Adult
Killed

Adult
Caught

Greytailed Tatter

051 - 00412
Great Knot
06l - 00?87
061 - 39448
061 - 41973
061 - 38111

Rednecked Stint

032 - 37405

032 - 37441

Q32 - 22790

032

14105

Moscow
P729029

Surlew Sandpiper

040 - 96206

Moscow 55331-

2nd Year
Caught

2nd Year
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

2nd Year
Recaptured

2nd Year
Recaptured

2nd Year
Recaptured

Juvenile
Recaptured
Recaptured

Adult
Caught

Juvenile
Recaptured

Adult
Recaptured

Juvenile
Recaptured

2.9.81
12.8.82

3.11.83
4.8.85

30.8.81
21..5.82

30.8.81
24.8.82

30.3.82
31.10.83

8.11.83
28.3.85

24.8.82
5.4.85

22.8.82
4.9.82

28.8.82
4.9.82

22.11.79
7.9.82
1¢.10.82

30.8.81
22.12.83

7.9.84
19.4.85

30.11.79
27.8.82

28.8.82
3.11.83

Broome
Beihai, Kwang-8i, CHINA

Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach
Beihai, Kwang-Si, CHINA

Broome
Guangdong, CHINA

Broome
Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach

Broome
Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach

Port Hedland Saltworks
near Shanghai, CHINA

Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach
near Shanghai, CHINA

Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach
Broome

Port Hedland Saltworks
Broome

Hobart, Tasmania
Anna Plains, 80 km Beach
Hokart

Broome
Guangdong, CHINA

neax Kyzl, Tuva, USSR
Broome

Werribee SF, Victoria
Port Hedland Saltworks

near Kyzl, Tuva, USSR
Anna Plains, 80 Mile Beach

4450 km NNW

4702 km N

5508 km NNW

170 km SW

170 km SW

5646 km N

5536 km N

170 km NE

480 km NE

3600 km NW
3600 km SE

4350 km NNW

8140 km SSE

3200 km NW

8250 km SSE
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SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN THE FIRST HALF OF

PRIMARY FEATHER MOULT OF CURLEW SANDFPIPERS (CALIDRIS

FERRUGINEA) IN NORTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA, SOULHERN

VICTORTA AND HOBART,

M.A Barter, 21 Chivalry Ave, Glen Waverley, VIC 3150, AUSTRALIA

SUMMARY

An analysis has been made of the timing of the f£irsi half of primary moult
in adult, second-vear and fivst-vear Curlew Sandpipers in north Western
Australia, southern Victoria and Hobart. Both adult and gecond-year birds
in north Western Australia commence moult before the same age groups 1n
southern Victoria and Hobart, and are still significantly ahead during
mid-moult. Adult males in anorth Western Australla, as in Victoria, are more
advanced than females -in both the initizal and middle stages of moult.
Second-year birds in north Westerxn Australia and Hobart commence primary
moult before adults, but adulte have caught up by mid-moult. The majority
of first-year Curlew Sandpipers in north Western Australia and southern
Victoria undergo a partial outer primary moult, most commonly of four feathers,
with birds from the north-west having a slightly higher median primary

moult score., Possible explanations are proposed for the difference in moult
timing of adult and second-year birds in the three arsas.

This paper records and cowmpares the results of analyses.of primary feather

moult data fox aduli, second-year and first-yvear Curlew Sandpipers caught

by cannon- and mist-netting methods in north Western Australia (NWA),

southern Victoria and Hobart during the period 1978-1985, The analysis for

NWA 18 being presented for the first time, whilst that for Victoria incorporates
data addiitional to that used in previous work (Paton, Wykes and Dann 1982

and Starks 1983). The Hobart analysis 1s shortly to be published elsewhere
(Barter 1986a), with the exception of the data for first-year birds which

is new.

Moult was scored according to the method described by Snow (1967) and the
results are presented either as percentage of birds moulting or the median
primary moult score for each sample analysed., Adult Curlew Sandpipers
were sexed by bill length (Barter 1985).,

In southern Victocria and Hobart the samples comprised individual catches at
a variety of sites. For NWA, the samples consist of combined catches for a
number of successive days at each of three sites, namely Broome, Anna Plains
and Port Hedland., The peviods cver which the catches have been combined
range from two b0 seven days and the median date has been used in the graphs,

RESULTS

3.1 Adult Curlew Saudpipers

Medisn primary moult scoves (MPMS) for adult birds from NWA and Hobart are
shown in Fig. 1 together with the vegression and 93% confldence lines (male
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upper and female lower) for Victorian adult male and female Curlew Sandpipers
{see Barter 1986b for detailed Vietovian MPMS data).

Apart from one catch in early November, all ithe Hobart MPMS5 values fall within
the confidence lines indicating that there is oot a significant difference
between the moult of Victorlan and Hobart adults. However, 1in NWA both sexes
are slgnificantly ahead of Victorian birdg in late Octeber - early November.
Similarly to Victoria, NWA males have higher MFMS values than females.

As can be seen from Fig. 72, NWA adulet males commence moult some two to three
weeks before Vlictorian males and also start about two weeks before NWA

females, which in turn are some three to four weeks ahead of Victorian females.

3.2 Second-year Curlew Sandpipers

MPMS values for NWA, Victorian and Hobarit second-year bivds are shown in
Fig. 3. The regression line for Victorlan birds 1s included with upper and
lower 95% confidence lines.

It is evident that the moult of Tasmanlian second-years 1z nol significantly
different from that of Victorian birds., However, NWA birds are significantly

ahead of Victorilan second-vears duriog the Iate October - early November perile:d.
Data for the early stages of woult are given 1n Fig. 4. 1t can been seen that
NWA second-year birds commence moulting about four weeks ahead of both

Victorian and Hobarft birds of the same age.

3.3 Adult vs Second-year Curlew Sandpipers

MPMS data for Victorian and Hobart second-year birds is shown in Fig. 5.super-
impoged on regression amd 95% confidence lines (male upper and female lower)
for Victorian male and female adults. ALL of the Taswmanian catches (n=4)

and three out of the four Victorian catches fall within the confidence lines,
indicating that the moult progression is similar for both age groups in the
two areas conce primary moult is well established.

The percentages of moulting birds by catch in the two age groups in Victoria
are shown In Fig, 6. In Hobart, it has been previously shown (Barter 1986a)
that second-year birds are abead of adults during the early stages of moult,
However, there 1s insufficient evidence to support the same conclusion for
Victoria.

As can been seen from Fig. 7, NWA second-year birds commence moulting before
adults. However, adults have caught up with second-year birds by the middle

stages of moult (see Fig. 8).

3.4 First-year Curlew Sandpipers

MPMS valuea for first-year birds in NWA, Vicioria and Hobart are shown ia
Fig, %.

The commencement of partial outer primary mouli In Victoria 13 variable with
a wide scatter in mouli scores during the mid-February to mid-March period,
Moult appears tobe complete by early May. Analyseils of outer primary moult
in second-year Curlew Saundpipers caught in September-Qctober (le. when the
first complete pximary mouli has not reached a stage where it obscures the
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previous partial moult) gave an average MPMS wvalue of 17 (n=129). 7This resulc
is consistent with that for Indivldual catches of firast-year birds in May,
July and August.

In NWA, Broome first-year birds are abesd of Victerian bilrds in late March-
early April whilst bilrds in Anna Plains and Pori Hedland have simllar scores
to thelr souihern counterparts. NWA second-vear birds caught in Augusi-
September have an average MPM3 of 20 (n=270). This result indlcates that
Broome first-years have completed thelyx pavtial primary moult by early Aprill.

Hobart data 1s toc limited to allow any conclusloos to be drawn. The exodus
of first-year birds from Tasmania during the asustral winter means that the
extent of partial primary woulit will have to be determined from returning
second-year bhirds during the Auguai-Septenber period.

The frequency distribuilon of the numbers of primary feathers replaced by
fifst-year birds in Victorla (n=129) and NWA (n=270) 1s shown in Fig. 10,

The data has been obtailned from second-vear bivds caught in August and
September., 88% of Victorian and 907% of NWA filrszt-years underge partial primary
moult. The most common number of feathers replaced in both areas 1ls four.

The variation in number of feathers replaced is less In NWA than in Victoria.
However, in NWA 47 of filrst-years underwent a complete primary moult whercas
none did so in Victoria,

DISCUSSION

The difference in moult timing between adults in NWA and south-eastern
Australia can be explained by the variation 1n arrival times In the two areas.
It has been established that adulis do not commence primary moult at
Australian sites until they reach their non-breeding season destination.

The major arrivals of adults in NWA occur in late August whilst numbers do not
build up appreciably in the south-east until mid September. The difference
between arrival times 1s zdimilar to that between mouli initiatlon dates.

The earlier moult of adult male Curlew Sandpipers in NWA,compared to females,
is probably due to their prior arrival from the breeding grounds.

The advanced start of moult by second-year Curlew Sandpipers in NWA compared
to south~eastern Australla maybe a raesult of the heavier feather wear which
occurs in NWA. Thua, bilrds in NWA would need to replace the more heavily
worn feathers earlier in order to maintain f£light efficlency.

The earlier commencement of moult in second-year compared to adult Curlew
Sandpipers in NWA and Hobart could bd due to the second-year birds being
present at the non-breeding site before aduvlis. Second-year Curlew Sandpipers
do not return to the breéding area and eilther remain at the non-breeding site
or only move a velatively short distance northwards. Their earlier arrival,
or continued residence, at the non-breeding site would mean that they would

be abla to atart primary moult before the adult birds., ' An alternative, and
poesibly additive, veason for saplier primary moult in second-year bilrds could
be the greater nesd to replace the very worn laner primary feathers that were
not replaced duving the partlal primary moult some gilx montha earlier,

The advanced start of moult in adult and second-year birds in NWA has been
malntainad at least up to mid-mouli. It is probable that the WA birds complete
primary moult before those in south-eastern Australia. The reason for adults



the second~years qlowing down once shaix vary WOITL Lﬂnmx pxlmarles have
been replaced.

Extra feather wear could also expladn why first-veay Curlsw Sandpipers
moult marginally more outer feathers in NWA than in southern Victorla. The
gouthern Victorian result eh those of Starks (1983) and
Paton, Wykes and Dann (1982)

CONCLUSIONS

Results of analyses of primar in duit? second-year and
first-year Curlew Sandpip s Australis, southern Victroria
and Hobart show the followiag q[mlerLiJ.; and dizrereucesu

»—1 ;F;«

(1) Adulis dn scuthern Victoria ang Hobari have simllar primary moult
regimes. However, north Western Australian adulis commence moult
before souihr-eastern Australlan birds and are stilll significantly
ahead during the middle 8“65&5 of moult. Thess differences can be
explained by the earlier arcival of adults iuv norith Western Australia.

(i) Adult males in norith Western Australia commence moult before
females, and are stlll ahgad during mid-moult. These results are
gimilar to thogse obtained for Victorlan adults,

{(iii) The primary moult of second-year birds in southern Victorla and
Hobart ig silmllar. Second-years Iin north Western Australia start
moulting before south-east Australian birds and are still sign-
ifdlecantly ahead during wid-moult, The greater feather wear cccuring
in morth Western Australia could explain the difference in starting
times and consequently wmore advanced moult in the middle stages.

(iv) Second-year bilrds comeence moulting before adults in both Hobart
and north Western fAustralia. However, aduliis have caught up by
rthe middle moult stages. There is losufflcient data to confirm
that Victorian birds behave Iin the sawe way. The earlier moult of
gsecond-year birds could be due to either the prior arrival of this
age group at the non-kreeding zite orx to the need to replace the
extremely worn inner primary feathers. The reason for adults
catching up wilth second-vear blrds may be due to the latter slowing
down as their very worn inner primary feathers are replaced.

() About 80% of fivst-year birds undergo partial outer primary moult
in both NWA and southsern Victoria. The most common number of
feathers replaced in both areas 1s the outer four, although NWA
birds have a slightly higher median primary moult score than
Victorlan birds. 4% of NMWA firvst-years complete a full primary
moult; none do so in Viectoria, The higher median primary moult
acore in WWA could ba due o the greater feather wear occuring in
that region.
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A PLEA FORE BETTER DBAND ITNSCHRIPTICONS

Most bird banders have thought revolutichary thoughts

on occasion akbout the matel ls used o make bands. Steel
which will not close,alloys which permit the inscription
to wear away (particularily in New #“ealand on Doublebanded
Plovers),or gynthetlos on which, PCJJLFY on the smaller
rings and in fading quht) the i iption is well nigh
impossible to read. Thes Latt@ra wa hope and believe are
under constant and @urmest review Ln Canberra.

But there is a problem of more consequence. How to increase
the number of bands recovered. The time and effort we are
putting in is not producing a good snough return. It is

all very well amassing huge amounts of biometric, population
and other data,essential as this may be for the analyst.
But what of recoveries? By the end of 1985 we had banded
some 35,500 birds in ten vears of considerable sffort., Of
these a mere 0.1% have been recovered (excluding the cowm-
paratively high number retrapped by us). If the recoveries
in Australia are discounted the percentage is even lower.

It must be difficult to make convincing estimates of losses
to migrating birds through the many hazards which face them.
Predators, shooters, hungry human beings, storms at sea,
disease and even old age,all contribute. Most birds,once
banded, are never seen or heard of again. As so little band-
ing is done in countries on the migration routes and in

the breeding areas we must rely heavily on trappers and
shooters. And hare lies the ficulty. Most of the
banded birds which are recoversed will fall into the hands

of people who cannot speak let alone read English. Many
will not be able to read at all. 2An exhoritation on the
outside (and in many cases oun the inside) of a band, to
"Write C 5 I R O Camnberra Australia® may not make compelling
reading even to those who do understand English.

There are two problems. To have an inscription which is
easily understood and to motivate the finder to do some-
thing about it. Even if the finder understands what is
reguiredand is willing to return the ring there are sub-
stantial practicail difficulties. He must for instance be
able to write or know someone who can,he must have paper
and an envelope and the pric= of a stamp. There must also
be a postal service - and no restraint by the authorities
on sending letters overseas. A peasant in an Aslan paddy
field or a fisherman on some distant tidal estuary is
unlikely to bes able o cope.

Motivation must, it seemﬂ,de;and on curiosity, interest or
some vague sanse of duty. Rew: is hﬁadly practical, although
it would be interesting to a *U.8. 1Y sign.
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Intelligibility seems almost as difficult. From time to
time it is suggested that rings be inscribed in a variety
of languages. This is an attractive idea. Space would
permit only one language on each ring of the kinds now used.
Japanese for Japanese Snipe and English for Doublebanded
Plover are easy enough but messages in a dozen languages
might be needed for Palaesarctic waders.

A different ring for each languagse? Wider rings with more
than one language? There are plenty of possibilities. Birds
now often carry three or four colour rings as well as the
numbered ring. So there sesms to be no reason why rings

in several languages could not be worn by one bird. Or why
sets of rings in different languages could not be issued

and applied selectively at the discretion of the bander.

What we need is some imaginative and practical solution.

-Cost may be raised as an objection. Bands are issued to
banders free of charge so their cost is not known although

it must be much higher than the cost of colour bands which
have to be paid for by the bander (at l2c.each). Nevertheless
it could only be a miniscule fraction of the cost of running
the banding scheme in Canberra and the personal cogt im time,
effort and expense of the volunteers who do the field work
and run the study group.

If appropriate bands had been used during the past ten vears
of wader banding, information on migration routes and staging
points could now be reasonably complete rather than sketchy.
Not only this but the birds already banded would continue

to provide far more infermation than is now likely to be

the case.

The case for better bands shouldbe discussed and developsad

so that a persuasive and convincing request could be made
for their supply.

John Dawson



DATE

AUG 2 - 3xd

AUG 9 -~ 10th#*

AUG 17th

SEPT 13-14th*

OCT 5th

QCT 25th

NOV 8 - 9th*

DEC 6 - 7th*

DEC 20-21st *

* These weekends involve camping.
#% Time of tide at Port Phillip Heads -

The normal meeting time will be 5 hours before high tide.

VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP

DATES FOR PIBLDWORK AUG~DEC 1986

PLACE & OBJECTIVES

Werribee S.F. & Bltona
Doublebanded Plovers

Inverioch & Barry Beach
Doublebanded Plovers

Yallock Creek
Doublebanded Plovers

Eastern Curilew & Red Knot

Yallock Creek
Fastern Curlew

Werribee S.F.
Golden Plover

gggenscliff

Red & Great Knot, Grey Plover

Invexrloch

Bastern Curlew

Werribee 8.F.

Large catch of small waders

TIDE

TIME

Sat
Sun

Sat
Sun

sun

Sat

Sun

sun

sat

Sat

Sat
sSun

Sat

sSun

Please however phone

1236
1241

1443
1517

0941
0633%*
1745
0733

1353

0805

0519+ #
1651
0606

1555
0505

0714
1806
0746

two hours later in Swan Bay

HEIGHT

0.8
0.8

m
m

m

=1

Please try and come for the whole weekend

Clive Minton or Mark Barter a few days before each planned date to advise of
your availability and to obtain final details of the rendezvous time and location.

It is most desirable that people do phone in this way rather than waiting for

the organisers to make 20 or 30 phone calls before each fieldwork weekend:

CONTACTS

Clive Minton
Brenda Murlis
Angela Jessop
Mark Barter
Ira Savage
Brett Lane
John Dawson

589 4901 (h)
874 2860 (h)
398 1288 (h)
233 3330 (h) 6538 3966 (w)
052-21 6253 (h)

428 4694 (h) (RBOU w
787 2082 (h)

267 6499 (w)

Clive's address - 165 Dalgetty Rd., Beaumaris

370 1372

3193
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THE WERRIBEE S.F. FAIRY TEENS,
SUMMER 1985/86

This year contrasted markedly with last year, with an exceptionally late -
and poor ~ breeding ssason.

The vegetation in the centye of the small island near the tip of South Spit
was agaln cleared in Septembex. A rvather larger area than normal was

prepared in oxder to engure sufficient room for all the terxns which might want
to nest.

Visits in October, November and early December failed to reveal any signs of
neging Fairy Terns. In fact at this time small flocks continued to be seen
around Port Phillip Bay suggesting that breeding had probably not commenced?
anywhere (in the previous summer most chicks ﬁ}gﬁggq in late November/
early Decemberx). o h

On 28 Decenber nesting had commenced. Only about 30 pairs appeared to be
present {(compared with over 50 in the last three years), and most nests had

only one egg. A visit two weeks later showed a similar situation, with hatching
“Just commencing. ©On 10 February only 9 unfladged young could be found, and
although there were some recently fledged birds in the area it is probable that
no more than 20-30 young actually {ledged,

November and Decewber 1285 were exceptionally wet months and it is possible
that this caused the delay in the breeding season. Alternatively, the food

supply may have been unsatisfactory for some reason.

We look forward with even greater interest to the 1986-87 season.

CLIVE MINTON

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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VICTORIAN WADER STUDY GROUP
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Financial Statement

INCOME

Subscriptions
Sale of Bulletins

Proceeds of Trading
Table - A.G.M.

Re -imbursement from
RAQU =~ Keeping Cages

Bank Interest

Cash in bank 25/5/85

Cash/cheques in hand
at 25/5/85

Drenda Murlis,

Hon. Treasurer.

%

695,00

69,70

131,12

37 .72

962,04

150,78

69,86

1182,68

feom 25/5/85 to 30/6/86

EFXPENDITURE

Postage

Stationery

Printing ~ Bulletins
Colour Bands
Gunpowdexr

Material for Keeping
Cages for RAQT

Y quipment & Repairs

inc: Radio parts
Balances
Batteries
Scerewdrivers
Paint
Plasticine
Flec. blocks
ete.

State Taxes

Cash in Bank 30/6/86

Cash/cheques in hand
at 30/6/86

75,18
h,75
148,72
204,15

132,00

13r .12

n12,132

199,66

70,70

1182,68



WADER LOGIC

A PROBLEM

Five banders were working at different lecatioms.
can you work out which bird each person banded, the job function of each individual

and the location they were at?
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1. The Double Banded Plover ¢ » ood o o ) p
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was caught at Barry g8 9 g ©vw ~|lw ~4 O H o
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2. Rosalind banded the Red ) ~ @ & o g 4 H Al B g H oo
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Necked Stint, however, c v o e &2 0o @ o 4« 2 3 o L@
A OB B O ;- = HlBE & v v A2
she was neither the Runner
nor the Grot Collector. Clive ?
Rosalind h
3. John wags at Yallock Creek; -  —
the person whe was at Weribbee Ira j
was either the Scribe or the John . T
Grot Collector. = = S
Liza v
4. The Runner was at Queens-— Twinkler i T
cliff; this was neilther the - ;
place where the Terek Runner
Sandpiper was caught nor Soriha '
the place where Clive was.
Grot Collector .
=
5. The Sharp Tailled Sandpiper Lesder l
was banded by the Leader. 4
This was not John. Queenscliff
Corner Inlet|.
6. Liza was the Grot >
Collector. Barry Beachi_
Weribbee| © ol
Yallock Creek|
BANDER BIRD LOCATION JOB FUNCTION
= 3 | == =
g Bamw. | B ACR BoAd
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2. Rosalind banded the Red D = 3 'ﬁ ol & 255 ﬁ g8 L s
3 9 & & g @ & H 8 Al Hd g5 H 0 @
Necked Stint, however, 0O O 23 e L ZJ o @ @ &) F 5 O o4 0o@
A m O H B O mMm 3 HIBE @ v O 2
she was nelther the Runner
nor the Grot Collector, Clive il A
Rosalind X
3. John was at Yallock Creek;
the person who was at Weribbee Ira
- P
was elther the Scribe or the John ¢ iy
Grot Collector. - = Ll
Liza l 'l
4. The Runner was at Queens- Twinkler
cliff; this was neither the - ;.
place where the Terek Runner o
Sandpilper was caught nor Scribe by
the place where Clive was. f/ 4
Fa DU Fa T T [ T

From the clues given below,




QUEENSCLIFY
3-5 Jsnuary 1986
By Lisa Barter

What a great way to begin the New Yean!
It began appropriately with the Minton
family . The Minton entourage, conslsting of

Volvo station wagon, boat and traller, pavted

company Iinvoluntarily Iin Queenseliff. The
boat trailer collapsed with the temporaxy
solution being that the boat arrived on Clive's roofrack tied to oars, and

the pleces of the trailer sppeared ignominously lashed to Bruce's roofrack.

Recces by Gall on Tuesday and Bruce on Thursday evening had shown that
several thousand small, medium and lavge wadevs wevre roosting on Plpe Point.
(N.B. Pipe Point 18 a spit that hag extended conslderazbly in the last twelve
months, near the entrance to the cut that leads to the QUYC,)

Two nets were set on Plpe Polnt on Friday evening, with the primary aim
of catching a large sample of Stinte and Curlew Sandpipers on Baturday
morning's high tide. Membera of the Barter family and Yextras" arrived just
at the moment the nets had finlshed being set (pure coincidencell), and
briefly encounted Bruce Male who was determinedly hurrying back to his
awalting meal of roast lamhb,

We camped in our usual spot almost on the supposedly "eupty' explosives
dump. A vigit on Saturday afterpecon by an unjdentified officisl warned us
that the site actually conteined one hundred kilograms of explosives. The
weekend obviously was destined to be a memorable one,

Early on Saturday moining after the twinkling by Mark on land and
Brett and Andrew in the boat, and following a successful attempt at scattering
various flocks around Swan Bay and on Mud Island, we obtained a catch. There

were suprisingly few juveniles.

e Retrap  Total % Juvenile
Curlew Sawdpiper 121 61 182 1.6
Red Necked Stint 99 74 173 Q0.5

o
1

Large Sandplover

- i -

Mongolian Plovey

1.
Bed Koot 1 - 1 -
3



We returmed to our camplng site arcund wmidday and spent the next few
hours having brunch and watching the waders feeding on the sand €lats that
were appearing as the tide receded. An ovevsuwmering Orange Bellied Parrot
{aged as a one vear old) was also spotied in the area,

Later in the afternoon two nebs wers sel,

One, with the aim of catching Sharp-tailed Sandpipers, was set in Sailing
Club Bay. A flock of about geventy had been seen that morning, There
were already several people on the Yacht Club balcony, ready to settle in
and watch the spectacle with appropriate vefreshments (I wonder if they
were the same people who watched last vear's Sharpie catch.)

The second net was set on the gmall sandy island beside the causeway
that connects Swan Island with Sand Island. We were trying to catch a
flock of thirty-seven Grey Talled Tattlers that were roosting alternately
on the causeway or oun "Tattler Islamd” when disturbed by cars.

The weather had been improving all day, It bad been quite cold and
overcast in the morning but was now sunny and warm. What choice was there?
It was time to go swiming for the first time in the New Year. 1t is
probably relevant to record the fact that only the younger members of the
group went swimmingo After much conslderation I preseni: the hypothesils that
this behavioural difference in the "flock™ is the combined result of
infirmity due to old age and. cold bloodedness due to non~Australian natiohality.

After eating fish and chips at about 5.30 pm, Brett ended the enjoyable
feast precipitously when he announced the Tattlers had landed on the island.
We rushed to the firing position aod following Brett's confirmation from
the far end of the causeway that the birds were safe, we fired., The net
went out beautifully and we caught most of the Tattler flock as well as two

Masked Lapwings.

New Retrap Total % Juvenile

Grey Talled Tattler 27 1 28 7.1

Masked Lapwlng 2 - 2 .

Curlew Sandpipern 1 - 1. _
30 1 31

While the birds were being processed to the accompaniment of a few
drops of rain, efforts were being made by the rest of the team to catch
the Sharpies. Unfortunately the last catch of the day was scratched due

to lack of interest by the featheved participants, who were meant to be

(iii



Sharpies but needed to be Stilts to wade without drowning In the catching
area. The spectators on the balcony were fonced 0o cancel all bets on who
would reach the net first (bets were reportedly based on last yenr's form
guide).

After such a successful day it seemed to be encroaching upon the gods
good humour to set agailn but needless to say we did. We set two nets at
different gpots on Pipe Point with the objective being to catch large waders
(knot,. godwit,plover) anmd then retired for the night.

Ag the sun rvose the next mworning so did we and ate breakfsst to the
astonishing, correction "earth ghattering words from our intvepid leadex
that there was "....plenty of time for breakfast aund no need to hurcy.”
Needless to sasy such outrageous lies were ignored by thoge who in the past,
had gone hungry through believing such nonsenge., Howsver, not long after
we ware at bage camp with the sgituation being thaet there were no bivds at
the near net but the far net locked quite promlsing. Clive, Roger and I
went by boat to the hide. (see illustration’ ,.. note especially that Roger
is rowing. Does this 1mply that the éngine hag failed yet again?),




It was a cool morning szod there were waves. breakiong on the slde of the
péint where the hide wag. Clive got out of ihe boat and the water was
about knee level on him with the onccasional wave coming well up his
legs. Be told me to stay in the boat snd I attvibuted this directilon
to his kindness of heart, thinkisg that he wmeant to pull the boat into
shallower water before I alighted,

How wrong can one ba? Wis next instructlon was bo get out immedlately.
Obediently, I followed our 1llustricus leader’s ovder and clawbered out
to be thoroughly soaked {(almost up to my wadst) by the next wave that
came along. I'm still wondering if the tining was deliberate.

We all but crawled through the water and over the sand to get into
the hide without disturbing the birds, We successiully rveached the hide
but entering this hessian constructlon was another maitfer altogether.
Perhaps the simplest descripticn ls to say that | followed Clive in. We
coiled our limbs up.and gountorted our bodies, with our heads craning to
see the birds through the hessian,

After various discussions between ourselves and base camp and with
the efforts of several twinklers the jnformatlion soon reached ug that
there were several flocks of large waders on their way. With excitement
we tried to peer through the hessian and could see several blurred masses
landing in the catching area. A&fter surveying the siiunation Clive asked
me "should we fire?" 1 answered In the affirmative and expressed concern
about waiting too much longer. The exact guote, simply stated but with a
wealth of meaning was "Don't let’s be greedy."

With that decided we preparsd o f£ire. Another flock landed, none of
the birds were in danger and we fived. It was a superb catch. One of the

best in January.

New  Retrap Total % Juvenile

Great Knov 85 11 96 7
Red Knot 5% 1z 77 31
Bartailed Godwin 58 L4 72 3
Curlewy Sandpipsy 7 16 13 -
Mongolian Plover 2 - Z -
Grey Plover 1 - 1 -
Large Sandplover - 1 1 -
Turnstone - 1 1 -
Fairy Tern 3 - 5 -

223 45 268



We processed the birds, having the opportunity to examine and compare ]
a varlety of species including a Great Knot that still retained a considerable
degree of breeding plumage.,

The weekend had ended just as well as it began and with the trailer
fixed (welded together in Geelong on Saturday afternmoon) and a grand total
of 657 birds, we celebrated with ice creams in Queenscliff,

My thanks go to Stacey Lewis for the illustrations, Karen Barter
for typing the article and most of all to the binds for being such active
participants throughout the weekend.




YALLOCK CREEK - 18-19 JANUARY 1986

Clive to Brenda, "It will be a sunny day with hardly any breeze" -
what we have is threatening rain and a 10-15 knot wind.

The cavalcade arrives Toaded down to the gunels with Tour faces;
Clive, Roger, Jo and William (visitors from the UK) peeking out from
between the luggage.

Recces by Mark earlier in the week and Mick and Brenda yesterday reveal
the birds are using the Beatties Road farm. After brief consultation

at -the farm we're off to the uysual spot near the creek. Hay making is in
progress and there are the usual cows and hefifers about (more anonj.

The nets were set - one for catching Red-necked Stint and Curlew Sandpiper
on the beach and the other in the Salicornia to catch Masked Lapwings.

We had a number of problems with the electrics including the phone line
connections which were fixed with the aid of a small portable gas ring.

We then made a strategic retreat to eat our dinner and put up the tents etc.
The Minton Hilton, Stark's Mansion and Tonkinson's Shanty were socon in
pltace, the Hilton being fully occupied by 9 persons.

Rain over in the south-west caused Clive to note, "So confident was I of
what the weatherman said I didn't even bring a mac!"

While waiting, after an excruciating crawl to the levee bank in front of
the beach, we were "entertained” by the cows and heifers moving into camp;
one took long soulful Tooks at Sue's "Chookie" {Long-billed Corella)

in the back of her car. Chookie reacted with a corroboree involving

feet stamping, head waving and bill clacking. After several Ticks at other
cars the cows decided that they liked my car best as a giant saltlick.
Plaintive cries from the firing position; 'Do something about those cows',
were ignored. They didn't have to do the crawling.




After an abortive attempt by Phil to get the birds into the net, Dale's
comment of the day - 'we've fired' - SILENCE. The firing box failed.

A quick change of box, a small wait and bang., Over the bank with the
covering material and keeping cages, to encouraging shouts from our
iTlustrious leader. A good catch of stints.

HEW RETRAPS TOTAL % JUVENILES
Red-necked Stint 232 162(41%) 394 20 %
Curlew Sandpiper 1 2 3

233 164 397

Processing was accomplished as the sun set like a glorious golden ball,
tinting the clouds orange then pink.

The mosquitoes took advantage of the twilight to snack on uncovered limbs.
One disgruntled birdo muttered "I'm sure mosquitoes use "Rid" on
sandwiches!" Another (RM) on being bitten on the side of the face ~

"It's sucked my brains out" - an appalling prospect!!

A bite to eat and brief chat and off to sleep, the threatening rain saving
itself for the middle of the night.

Up with birds and cows. Grave difficulties were experienced in finding
some relief but this was soon remedied by the use of an axe. After
breakfast the troops were off to the firing position while some remained
to keep an eye on the cows. Ira on cows: - "Cows and dotterels are almost
the same - they both have beautiful eyes".

The radio departed with Dale on a twinkle. BANG - run for it - the
rest of us went by car - a good catch of Curlew Sandpiper.

NEW  RETRAPS  TOTAL ZIUVENILES
Curlew Sandpiper 232 135{37%) 367 15%
Red~necked Stint 4 18 22
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 2 - 2
Terek Sandpiper 5 - 5
Red-capped Plover - 1 1
Masked Lapwing 1 - 1

244 154 398

Processing was Tinished by 10 am. We then packed up the first net and
decided to try for a few Masked lLapwings. We retired to our starting
positions. Despite an exaustive twinkle by Dale, we only managed to catch
one Masked Lapwing (included above). All done by 11 am.

We then packed up. Jo, William and Roger nearly lost the Minten Hilton

as it attempted to fly away. A good weekend with catch objectives
fulfilled.

ROS JESSOP



()

0 770 LGN N L kkhhx\;\_}gjfﬁ,fﬂrs/w Uy w7011/



The Blue Sardine Tin arrived at %lr
on Friday, bursting at the seams with five passengers and

the boat. Introductions were made (we had visitors from the UK and from
Sweden). As soon as we arrived net-setling commenced on the Tow-lying area
behind the Point. The YLCGQg dgone by Brenda and Mick, had shown there

to be 80+ Goiden Flover there - a species for which we needed more information.
The nets were set. firing towards each othaer, cuickly, so we were all in bed
by 10.00 pm. e all slepi under the stars but behind wind-shields to shelter
us from the strong wind., HNext morning we all rose by dawn. An initial
look~see of the site looked promising with some Golden Plover already there.
After a very quick breakfast, the team split up intc three.firing position,
twinkler and Roving Inteliigence Team. I% looked as if there were

40-50 Golden Plovers in the area plus Rednecked Stints, Sharptailed Sandpipers
and Curlew Sandpipers. The Roving Inteiligence Team moved into action to
block the public access road. Then everybody held thair breath as an aevrial
display took place above the catching area - 2 Black-shouldered Kites which
could have so easily spoiit our catch. Fortunately, the waders were not
disturbed, so M.B. in the firing party fired the nets. A perfect catch -

23 Golden Plover, 56 Rednecked Stints, 4 Sharpies and 3 Curlew Sandpipers.

Foint, Werribee S.F. about €.30 pm
fiva passengers and all their gear and

Z/\

This was the Targest Goiden Plover catch that we had made and so would provide
much scientific information. All the blrd. were fully processed and released
by 7.30 am.

After a second breakfast the gear was packed up quickly, then the visitors

and some of the team went for a touw avounid the S.F.  The remaining members

of the team took the gear te the'camp' at South Spit and after setting up cemp
loaded the gear into tne boat ready for RM to take it to the end of the Sp1t
Recce information had showed that soms 2000 waders were using the very end

of the Spit as a roost. The bird-watching party returned about 1.00 pm

and shortly after everyong set off for the end of the Spit and set the nets.
These were set near the very end of the Spit. The team returned to shop,

to eat a meal before being on duty about 6.00 pm. RM, SJ and KB went off
twinkling in the boat and the rest of the team installed themselves in the hide,
Very few birds were around the Spit area - those put up at Austin Rd Lagoon

set off determinedly towards Avalon,

After much effort by many members of the team (John Dawson got sore knees and
a ricked back!) the darkness came down so 'back to camp'. On the way back

two fishermen were bringing in their catch of 11 Sting Ray and several hundred
mullet and whiting. A dozen or so fish were given to us; these were cleaned
straight away at the camp and cooked by CDTH -~ a Tovely snack!

We woke next morning to a dense fog and very heavy dew. After a quick
breakfast the team set off for a second attempt. There were several hundred
birds near the catching area, but as the team entered the hide, tha birds
departed (Jaughing?). The boat was despatched with RM, 5J and LB in 1t.
RM said over the radio that the M. Spit could not be ssen. The opltimistic
reply came over th\ radio "Go 240 for b f%nutﬁs flat-out, and if you haven't
h1t Tand then you're lostl" Very few birds were about, perhaps because of
the fog.



RM successfully dropped SJ and LB on

N. Spit and on the way back to

S. Spit saw a 30 ft Shark Cat. with

2 90 H.P. motors. The skipper called out
"Are we in Corio Bay?". RM replied,

"No, Werribee S.F. Harbour", but was able
to direct the chap towards Geelong.

RM then went on to Kirk Point in an
attempt to find some birds - none were
there to talk about though.

Meantime, some birds, about 250, had
landed on some floating seaweed in
front of the nets. It was decided to
try to get these birds on to the shore,
so Roger did a gentle 'water-twinkle'.
Some 200 birds landed in front of the
nets and CDTM fired about 9.30 am.

150 Rednecked Stint were caught.

These were banded and aged, then the
gear packed up. A good weekend was
had by all. Thanks everyone -

see ya next time!

ROGER MINTON

The terns say those peculiar \\
birdos are on the S. Spit

- Tet's go to Avalon and have

some peace!




INVERLOCH 1-~2 MARCH 1986

A long distance recce began this weekend. From afar, on the Friday afternoon,
Dale Tonkinson and David Legge estimated that there were 5000 small waders

and 300 Eastern Curlew on Smythe Point, opposite the town of Inverloch.

With the usual precision of a VWSG enterprise, people and equipment arrived

on time on the Saturday morning and were ferried across the mouth of
Anderson's Inlet by Clive's {new look, faster but still sinkable)} boat and

by Arthur, our resident boatman {whose boat provides the class and safety
factor in our operation).

After much deliberation, and a substantial amount of guesswork, the nets were
set in what was considered to be THL Tocation for the birds to arrive.
Between the ominous black rainclouds we had some intermittent sunshine,

and lunch was eaten to the accompaniment of drizzle and the surrounding
scenic panorama of windbreaks in the sand-blown dunes.

Large flocks of Eastern Curlew arrived to roost on the tip of Point Smythe.
Needless to say the nets were not set at this spot. With no sign of the
small waders I must admit to being sceptical about the mythical 5000.

The tide was rising quite fast, and it was with some excitement that we
watched a flock of Golden Plover roosting behind and, later, in front of the
nets. They were twinkled into the catching area and a catch was made -

our first ever of Golden Plover in March.

New  %duv
Lesser Goiden Plover 19 35%
Double Banded Plover i 100%

Hastily, we reset the nets, observing that we now had our own little gulf
of water in the catching area. Deciding not to move the nets as the tide
would supposedly fall soon we retreated back to base camp to process the

PTover and await the arrival of the 5000.

It was during this processing that large flocks of Stint began to arrive
and soon we were ready to catch again. After some further twinkling we caught
the Stint and some more Plover.

Wide-eyed, 5 year old Matthew Legge was watching Brett measure the bill depth
on the Golden Plover. With sincere interest he enguired of Breti, "Why are

you cutting the plumber's nose off?" What could one possibly reply?
New Retraps Tota] % _Juv
Rednecked Stint 460 45 505 37%
Curlew Sandpiner 4 - 14 28%
Lesser Goiden Plover 10 - 10 35%
Doublebanded Plover 1 - 1 100%

485 45 530



(xii)

We reset the nets for the next morning and as the dusk settled we "boated
back" to Inverloch and set up camp. Afler consuming numerous pizzas we

‘rested to prepare for the saventh day of the week, the day of rest (but
not us when Clive's aroundt),

Next morning we were ferriod back across the estuary in the 1ittie boat
before dawn and as daylight came we assembled behind the sand dunes on
Point Smythe. It was a gray morning and without much ado we caught some
more Stints and Doublebandad “lovers.

Mew  Retrap Total % Juv

Rednecked Stint 145 30 175 22y
Doublebandad Plover 3 1 4 100%
148 3] 179

The sun, after several fultile attempts, finally appeared and the procession
of cars set off to our next catching site at Barry's Beach (60 km to the east).

Sommmrrousd |
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The pioneering spirit then overtook Ciive. After travelling across country
towing the trailer and with the boat attachead to his roofrack, our
intrepid leader set about forging a path to the cafching site.

Regrettably or not, depending on your point-of-view, not all members of the
team had developnd this spivit and as the jungle brigade advanced, some

{no names mentioned) relaxed in the sun,  Amidst much sweat and the sound of
metal on wood a track was clearsed to our destination,

The nets were then set Teisurely, foll

o PSRNV

d by the cultural hour. Lunch was
eaten, refreshment taken, books read, slides viewed and of course the
inevitable afternoon siesta was taken by some (rot to mention the ever
favourite entertainment of cleaning and Toading cartridges).



As the afterncon progressed the birds started to arrive. Soon about
3000 birds would repeatedly fly past the nets, reach a spot further down
the beach, turn and fly back. This relay exercise continued for a while
and it was delightful to watch the sun ripple along the flock as they
changed direction time after time.

Eventually they Tanded, as was no doubt expected, outside the catching
area. Everyone assumed catch positions and the fun officially began.
Twinkling exercises were carried out {to the amusement of the birds who
decided to play hard to get), and after the obligatory wait the nets were
successfully fired.

We'd made quite a large catch and ali the hessian covering material was
used to cover the Stints. The theory behind the use of the covering
material is to prevent the birds from fiapping about in the net. We are
quite familiar with the theory but it must be seriously questioned if the
birds are. (You may ask what are their parents teaching them nowadays

when they holiday annually on the Siberian tundra - education is definitely
not what it once was!).

Some decided to put the theory to the test. They flapped about in the net,
managed to free themselves, and then played games under the covering
material, with the ultimate objective of escaping. Thus, wherever the
covering material was rolled back small flocks would depart. If they did
not feel like Teaving the fun quite yet they would just run back and forth,
and hack and forth, and back and ...., much to the annoyance of those
trying to catch them. }
So when you come cannon netting these days, there is now an added dimension.
Not only do you have to catch the birds once, but affer the first time be
prepared for a slow match replay when you have to retatch them after they

are in the net! b
L

New Retrap ' Total hduv
Rednecked Stint 784 17 . 801 10%
Curlew Sandpiper 4 - | 4 75%

———— ——— I —

788 17 805

This was our largest ever catch at Barry Beach. The much lower percentage
of juveniles in the population compared with Inverloch (10% vs. c.30%)
was particulariy interesting.

We set off for Melbourne as darkness arrived {(8.30 pm) after a most successful
weekend with over 1500 birds caught.

LTSA BARTER



QUEENSCL IFF

28th-29th March 1986

Good Friday was all that and more at Queenscliff this Easter and
marked the start of a rather successful weekend, At about 10 a.m. a
mot ley crew of banders gathered at the checkpoint on the landward side
of the causeway toc Swan Island., Since the causeway was under repair
some other way of transferring ocurselves and the equipment across to the
catching sites had tc be found. The obvicus way, at least to our
leader, was to commandeer a vacant berth in the harbour, close to its
seaward end, and ferry people and packages across in the boat. Great
fun it was, teco, nipping across between powerboats - look left, look
right, lcck boat!

I suppose it was becauss I had assumed (rashly} that we would camp
close to the catching sites, and had paeked accordingly, that our leader
announced that we would be returning to camp near the cars that night.
"Take only what you need for the day", we were urged, leading to a hasty
unpacking of gear - and then to an equally hasty repacking of much of it
as we thought back to leong hot thirsty days, and long cold hungry
evenings spent out of reach of cars and civilized comforts cn previous
banding trips.-

Once ferried across, we found ourselves with the usual long walk to
the propeosed catching site. At least we didn't have to carry the
equipment this time - that went by boat! The day's objective was to
catch a flock of double-banded plovers which customarily rocsted on
the Outer Point. Since we were a small team it made sense tc leave the
bigger catches for succeeding days when reinforcements would be arriving,
(Such confidence!).

It was a lovely day and laying out the nets was a pleasant
uplifting (downlaying?) task in the warm sunshine. Even more uplifting
were the regular visits we began to receive from deuble-banded plovers,
coming in their ones and twos to inspect progress and urge us to
complete our tasks and push off., Quite clearly we were starting to
interfere seriously with the day's siesta programme. At last all was in
order and we withdrew past the hide and firing position to a base camp
in the sand dunes, Almost at once a few double-banded plovers pitched
intoe the area in front of the nets and hopes for a good catch began to
increase. To help things along Clive and the two youngest members of
the party, Adam and Recbin, tock the boat to Pipe Point and conducted a
very quick and successful twinkle, sending flocks cf smaller waders
scooting along to join the double-banded plovers. It was then just a
question of getting the boat party back and pressing the firing button.
A most uncharacteristically quick and easy catch!

A most successful catch, too, lor besides the double-banded plovers
{32) we had a Mongolian plover in nearly full breeding plumage,
turnstones (&), some of which were alsc sporting nearly complete
breeding dress, a solitary sharp-tailed sandpiper, and a good selection
of eurlew sandplpers {(53) and red-necked stints (255) of all stages and
ages, Particularly with the curlew sandpipers the weight differences
between skinny juveniles and "fat as butter" adults were very marked.



No doubt to their considerable bemusement the birds were not only banded
(if necessary - there was a good percentage of retraps) and "processed”
but also dyed yellow underneath, Adding insult to injury, figuratively
speaking! With any luck, sightings of these birds on their migratory
journeys northwards will provide us with valuable information on their
rates of movement and favoured stopover points. One hopes that the
distinctive coloraticn does not mark them out for special attention from
predators, both natural and human!

Having completed the banding and dyeing there was time to ceollect
up and cache the equipment before the light had faded completely. It
then remained only to walk back, take the Minton ferry acrocas the
channel, and settle down for an unhurried tea on a patch of
. close—cropped green turf next to the harbour wall. The stars twinkled
cheerfully, a brilliant moon beamed benevolently down on us and passing
boats and fishermen provided entertainment. All in all a somewhat
atypical evening for a bird-banding trip!

On such a fine night it seemed a pity to sleep under canvas and so a
tarpaulin was laid out in a dip close te but hidden from the road and we
all bedded down ccmpanionably together. There were high hopes of
getting good views of Halley's Comet and everyone had binoculars to
hand; however the brilliance of the moon defeated us.

Much to the surprise of the experienced banders among us there was time
on the Saturday for a leisurely awakening, an unhurried breakfast, and
even an opportunity to wash! Then it was back to the sand dunes to
recover the equipment and move it to Pipe Point where the forecast high
tide was expected to cover much of the lower-lying sand during the
afternoon.

It was at this stage that it became obvicus that some members of
the party were rather overwhelmed and disoriented by the conditions.
"Look, there's a pratinccle”, came the cry from Peter as he played with
a plece of plasticine, M"No", said our leader, "it looks more like a
meadow pipit." "More like a brown falcon®, came from elsewhere in the
circle. At which the kestrel lifted in disgust from its perch cn the
sapcil pipe and left us to our task of preparing cartridgezs and loading
canncns !

With the nets set and equipment cached we were able to retreat once
more to the cars for a civilized lunch before heading back to the nets
and a vantage peint in the sandhills. And then the fun began. First of
all the tide was much lower than expected, leaving the birds free to
choose a variety of roosting sites well away from the catching area.
They did. Then there were the pecple, brought by the heat and sun, The
drinking party further down the beach was not of too much concern,
having their attention directed towards the assuaging of what was
obviously a peraistent thirst; however the para-gliding group caused
much uneasiness amongst the birds that did, unwisely, choose to roost at
Pipe Point - the sudden billowing out of the large parachute at the
atart of a run had all the waders flylng hither and thither in panic.
Then there was the dog, which executed an unauthorized twinkle that
didn't make the birds any less skittish. Finally, after much careful



twinkling by various members of our group and a slow fading of hope that
something would come out of the day's endeavours, a flock of birds did
at last alight in the catching area and a reasonable catch was made.
Red-necked stints {(148) and curlew sandpipers (39) dominated but there
were also double-banded plovers (17) and a single sharp-tailed sand-
piper and Mongolian plover; like the previous day's catch these bdbirds,
too, became involuntary recruits to the yellow-bellied brigade.

The evening was well upon us before the birds had been processed,
the equipment tidied away, and we could once again head for camp, and,
in the case of Robin and myself, home to Melbourne., It had been a most
productive and enjoyable two days - fine weather, good birds, and great
companionship! One of the trips after which you don't go home saying "I
must have been crazy to get mixed up in this'",

Mike Connor
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Tel. (home and office) 787 2082

Assistant Editor : Mark Barter,
21 Chivalry Avenue,
Glen Waverley, 3150

Tel. (home) 233 3330

Committee : The above officers and
Peter Dann
Brett Lane
Ken Rogers

SUBSCRIPTIONS : Full Member $10.00
Student, Associate,
Country or Interstate
Member $5.00

Subscriptions include cost of
all Bulletins and are payable
on 30th June to the Treasurer.
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